
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common George Butler Farm 

2. Location 

street & number 24222 White's Ferry Road 

city, town Dickerson, 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
---X private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

__x_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
---X- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No.M: 16-28 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
-X---- agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Ann D. Camalier et al, Trustee, c/o Riggs National Bank 

street & number P. O. Box 1149 telephone no.: 

city, town Washington state and zip code DC 20006 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 4406 

street & number folio 490 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.!posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
___x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated __x_ unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___X original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. M: 16-22 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The George Butler Farm contains two early 20th century farm buildings of 
interest. The first is a large, gable roofed. wood frame bank barn. built in 1917. The 
second is a wood frame corn crib probably built a few years later. 

The barn is constructed of heavy, sawn timbers. mortise. tenon & pegged to 
support the hayloft and roof section. Some metal spikes and nails were used in the 
structure of the ground floor stabling area. The foundation is rubble masonry; the floor 
of the stabling area is dirt. The exterior of the barn is sheathed with vertical boards 
installed with spaces between them. Several boards are warped. indicating that this sawn 
lumber was probably installed green (used before it had time to dry). The gable roof is 
covered with sheet metal. some sections of which have been recently replaced. Five 
lightning arresters are mounted on the roof ridge. and a row of metal snow dogs (devices 
for preventing ice and snow from sliding off the roof) have been attached to the lower 
edges of the roof a couple feet above the gutters. 

The hayloft level is accessible by a earth ramp with rubble stone retaining walls 
on the northeast elevation. Huge wooden, vertical board doors the height of the barn. 
slide horizontally on a track to cover the doorway at the top of the ramp. A pair of 
smaller doors have been inserted into the right-hand large door. Four small. six-light 
wooden sash windows light the hayloft level. A small door gives access to the lower level 
near the north corner of the building. 

The stabling area on the ground level opens onto the southwest elevation of the 
barn. This elevation has the overhang typical of general purpose bank barns. The 
recessed wall of the ground floor has several dutch doors. between which the wall 
consists of horizontally applied boards on the lower half and widely spaced horizontal 
boards above. Three small windows in the southeast wall provide additional light to the 
stabling area. which is divided into two areas for free-ranging cattle. with a manger 
between. There are several small pens in the northwest end of the stabling area. 

The exterior wall above the stabling area is simple vertical boards. with two doors 
suspended from tracks covering two separate doorways in the middle of the southwest 
elevation. In the center of the southeast elevation at the hayloft level is a small opening 
with a hinged door. 

The corn crib is a wood frame, gable roof structure consisting of two cribs resting 
on poured concrete piers, and spanned by an attic containing a hayloft. On the southwest 
elevation. a door in the center of the gable opens into the hayloft Two doors on either 
side of the drive-through give access to the interior of the corn cribs. Within the 
drive-through area, small doors in the inside walls of the corncribs allow corn to be 
tossed into the cribs. 

The farm also has an early 20th century house, a small wood garage building, and 
a windmill with moving blades but a broken shaft. 



8. Significance Survey No. M: 16- 2 8 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140()-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

_ 1 SOG-1599 
- 160()-1699 

- 170()-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

_x_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement ~ philosophy _theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1917 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: ~national ~state _x_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Butle.r ba.rn is a good example of an ea.rly 20th centu.ry gene.rat pu.rpose bank 
barn. Constructed in 1917 (the builde.r signed his name and the date of construction on 
the wall of the graine.ry inside the ba.rn). this barn stands near the end of the era fo.r 
bank barns. Such ba.rns we.re designed to house a variety of animals. including milking 
cows. beef cattle, wo.rk ho.rses. and swine. Hay and grain fo.r the animals was sto.red in 
the hayloft above the stabling floor. 

Several developments in the second and third decades of this centu.ry made this 
type of barn obsolete. With the coming of steam and gasoline powered fa.rm equipment 
and vehicles. the need for w-0.rk ho.rses was diminished (although many County farmers 
continued to use them until the 19'W's). Imp.roved t.ranspo.rtation made dai.ry farming 
mo.re profitable throughout the County. thus .requiring barns with more room to milk 
cows. Health and sanitation .regulations began to demand cleaner barns (tight ceilings. 
concrete floors, plastered walls. metal stanchions instead of wood) and separation of milk 
cows from all other livestock. The two-level bank barn was designed fo.r an era of ho.rse 
d.rawn wagons when getting hay into the second level storage area would have been ve.ry 
difficult unless the hay wagon could be driven directly into the ba.rn. Hoisting 
equipment (in use by 1930 in Montgome.ry County) made it possible to place the ba.rn on 
level ground and lift the baled hay into the second story hayloft. 

The Butler barn is clearly a 20th centu.ry barn in the details of its construction. 
Although its main timbers a.re mortise. tenon. and pegged, these timbers a.re savn. not 
hewn. The ei:te.rio.r is cove.red with a cruder fo.rm of siding than vas generally used in 
the 19th centu.ry, vhen boa.rd and batten barns we.re mo.re common. The Butler ba.rn has 
no battens. and its vertical boards ve.re nailed to the framing with spaces between them. 
With these spaces providing ample ventilation, the.re was no longer any need to have 
windows o.r louve.red openings. Thus the eJ:te.rio.r of the barn is ve.ry plain compared to 
its counterpart of three decades ea.rlie.r. 

The Butle.r ba.rn has been changed ve.ry little -- its stabling a.rea modified long 
ago to accommodate more beef cattle and fewer dai.ry cows. The nearby co.rncrib appears 
to be in near-original condition. Probably built slightly later. as evidenced by the use of 
poured conc.rete fo.r its foundation. its construction is otherwise similar to the barn. and 
its form is very typical of co.rnc.ribs built du.ring this era. Thus the barn and its cornc.rib 
stand as significant examples of p.re-Wodd Wa.r I fa.rm buildings. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M: 16- 2 8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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I I I I I 
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c LU ._I ......__.. ___ ..__-"' ol.LJ ~I ~l.....__ ....... _I ~I....__.___..___.__ 
E LLJ ._I .......___. ____ -"' F LLJ I I..__._ ............. ____ _ 
G Li.J _I _____.. __ _ 

H LLJ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form .Prepared By 

name/title Andrea Rebeck 

organization Mtg. Co. Hist. Pres. Conun. date 8/87 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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hard .surface 
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George Butter Farm 
24222 White's Ferry Road 
Dickerson, MD 

Andrea Rebeck 

Southwest elevation 
1987 


