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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

"Marble Quarry" 
AND/OR COMMON 

0LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

C & 0 Canal, opposite Mason's Island in Potomac River 
CITY. "fOWN 

White's Ferry _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGISl 

_STRUCTURE 

islTE 
_OBJECT 

_,()WNERSHfP 

_{PUBLIC 

-PRIVATE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUl"tED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS. 

~CCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

National Park Service-Dep't. of the 
STREET & NUMBER Interior 

CITY. TOWN 

Washington, D.C. - VICINITYOF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Montggmecy 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAIN"'1ENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_Ml UT ARY 

Telephone #: 

-JllUSEUM 

_{PARK 

_JRIVATE RESIOEJ.~t 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORT A Tl Ok 

_OTHER: 

STATE, Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

.Maryland 

_FEDERAL _.STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SU AVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

1.0 

I 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELL.ENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-9ETERIOR.ATED 

..iRUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UN.ALTERED 

-ALTERED 

LECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED OATc_ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

overgrown, rocky cliff area on bank of C & O Canal. Quarry 
has not been used for many years, but some cuts are still exposed. 
Stone is not actually marble, but a limestone conglomerate called 
"breccia" that resembles marble. It was locally referred to as 
"Potomac Marble". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



D SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

'ISTORIC 

_1 .. w-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

-)700-1799 

:./.1800-1 899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLUuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-.J.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TA;.NSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY} 

After the British burned the U.S. Capitol during the war 
of 1812, the famed architect Latrobe set out to redesign and 
build the finest interior possible. He used this stone for 
the pillars of the House Chamber, of which Thomas Jefferson 
was especially pleased. 

(See memo from me to Bob Young, March 3, 1975e) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1) Records of the U.S. Capitol (check with U.S. Capitol Hist. 

Society.) 
2) WASHINGTON POST, (5/8/75), related article re Supreme Court 

Chamber. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

-: ~.; -· .: .-! • •• .... ·-;· j -

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael F. D"7yer, Senior Park Historian 
OAGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Silver Spring 

DATE 

3/3/75 
TELEPHONE 

589-1480 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
~..nnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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; H:.:: i'l1ARYLAND ·NATIONAL CAPITAL P!\RK AND PLANNING Cc~.1JM1ssioN 

REGIONAL t,ND METROPOLITAN DISrnlCTS IN /.\ON'.GO/.\ERY /\ND P~INCE GEO~Gf'S COU~'llES, f.\A~YlAND 

Regional Headquarters Building 

8787 Georgia A1cnuc 

Silver Spring, Mmyland 20907 

(·l.'.lrch 3, 1975 

!O: Bob Young, Chief - Division of I&C 

Mike Dwyer, Park HistoTian 

SU3JECT: Response t'tl inquiry regarding Quarries in Dickerson area. 

58?-1420 

Arn Codo 3'11 

'i'he three quarries that you requested information on are unusually 
significant due to their historical as 1::cl 1 as geological b:-ickgroun<l. 
T;·;o of t;rn quarries in particular ha';e had an impact on our no.tiono.l 
heritage as well as having contributed to the history of the state and 
lccal area. Lengthy references arc aveti lablc from many sourc"."S but I 
wi!l limit myself in this report to a brief sketch of each site. 
Should you desire more detailed inform~tion, I have it av;i.1lab1c. 

(1) _'.'.ock Ball Quarry - Usually :referred to as the r--2~cd P:·1!1i te 
Quarry" at the foot of Sugarloaf /.:ountain on pr0::;crty n.o'.·i 
o:·med by Md. mm. Mills, iron furnaces and distilleries as 
,,;ell as quarries were established on this property tr: the 
Johnson family in the late 1700' s and early 131JO 1 s. The 
JGimsons were the preeminent far.lily of \'.'cstcrn >'.-,ry1::~1d in 
the Re'Jolutionary l'iar peri0d and Tho:.ias Johns·'J-"' -.-.as :~118 
state's first governor. The ·.-:hi tc colo:red :::au71tC:. :in s~c'"'.::istone 
ftises at this point to form a beautiful as ~:el 1 2s du.r.:ible 
o'Jilding stone. It ~<Jas us-:::d initially to J_in0 the 1·:cilis of 
liuestone kilns and iron furn2ces j r.cluc:i r:q- (2 to ct j n fr.irn:'!cc. 
VJ1at is believed to be the first railway syste~ uscJ in t~e 
U.S. was cstablisl1ed here to transport stone fro~ the countain 
-::o the mouth of the '.:onocacy Ri 1:er, •.·1herc it ·::c:is used c::c-lu-
si 'lely for the Cl~O Canal /,quedi_tct at this point. TI1is ;i.qur::chct 
is considered to be one of the finest e:<:2.::-tples of r:-i:isein::-y 2rch­
·.:J:"'~,: ext2nt:i SugarJ.oo.f r.:auntJin, a ~-0:;ist?1~ed ~;atio.~8.1 i~iste>:-ic 

-_?::'.:':o~ar:" is forr:ied by this dep0sit of stone. (Sec enclosed 
?is:ription of quarry oper2tion) 

,-"Tole Ot~nrry - C(iO Ccinal opposite :-:asons Isl:md. This is a 
-~~~!y unusual, fine quality stone that is not act~ally a 
_:.c·'.Jl3 2-:: nll but a 1imes"t<Jne conglo:-::eratc called bre::cia. It 

·- ~ ~ '::::-::~::. :-:-:-f:::-:::-ed to locally as "Pot0::-:ac f.1arble". Aft er the 
~.S. Ca~itol ~~s bun1ed by the British in 1814, the fzced 
:l:--~:1iteCt Lat1·obe set ot1!. to r0design 21d build the finest inte-rio1-



Page 2 
'l'-kmo/Quarries in Dickerson area 

Bob Young/Mike Dwyer 
Mirch 3, 1975 

possible. For the semicircular House Chamber he selccte<l 
elegant dark columns of breccia from this Montgomery County 
site and these pillars can be seen today in ~hat is ~ow the 
Hall of Statuary at the Capitol. Tt is 1·:el 1 documented that 
Thomas Jefferson supervised many of the cietails of this \.;or:, 
and was especially pleased v1ith the Ho•Jse Cha:11bc:1·. 

(3) Dickerson Quarries - Rt. 28 S.li'. of Dickerson. -\ctually cons'.sts 
of two quarries, the smaller of \vhich was acr:uired ~J>.- the District 
of Colwnbia government in 1898. Stone was taken from this 
deposit of very hard blue diabase by D.C. cre· . .;s and ::;hiplled via 
the railroacj. to town where it was used for curbstones. It is 
beleived that these work crews were often composed of convict 
labor. Quarrying was discontinued in 1905 and th0 property has 
been declared as surplus since. It' was never considered to be 
suitable for building purposes. 

The second quarry is owned by the Anderson family \.,;ho acquired 
it during the 1930's when Otto Anderson h·a_s County Agent. It 
has not been utilized since before that time but \·;hen in opera­
tion it was worked by a Baltimore limestone company. A man 
named Mercer Jones reportedly worked at this quarry as a boy but 
he has been dead foT many years. His house, b1.1i 1 t partly of io;:;s, 
is the old farmhouse visible on Rt. 2S at the quarry. 
(See maps enclosed) 
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