
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

White's Ferry 
ANO/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET Ii NUMBER 

Rte. l07 and River Road at Potomac River 
01Y.10WN 

Poolesville 
STA.TE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_autLOINGISi 

~STRUCTURE 
_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_J..PUBUC 

::!_PRIVATE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

VICINITY OF 

/STATUS 

.J...DCCUPIED 

-LlNOCCIJP1ED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

./ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

- YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Brown, Phillips and Altizer 
STREET !Ii NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Leesburg _ VICINITY OF 

.8LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCf 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCJENTIRC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_Ml UT ARY 

Telephone #: 

STA.TE 1 

Virginia 

Liber #: 
Folio t: 

7,RANSPORTA TION 

_OTHER· 

(ferry) 

zip code 

REGISTRY OF DEED~ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET !Ii NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Maryland 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE. 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 



I.I DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-/:CELLENT 

_GOOD . 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-)INALTEREO 

..iALTEREO 

LECK ONE 

-ORIGfNAL SITE 

.....MOVED OAT'Ec..---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a very picturesque, old river crossing at a wide 
spot in the upper Potomac. The earliest crossings were made 
by fording (during periods of low water)7 later, barges were 
poled across. The present ferry is an open, pontoon-type of 
metal float that holds six cars. It is held on its course by 
a wire cable, that stretches across the river. A small, yawl
boat with engine pushes the ferry along the cable. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



III SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

lEHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500·1599 

_1600-1699 

7:00·1799 

~ 1-800· t 899 

_.tl900. 

-ARCHEOLOl.iY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PlANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY ·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS -1NDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RE UGI ON 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOOAl/HUMANITA.RIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPEOFYJ 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is the last remaining ferry on the Potomac, and one 
of the few like it in operation in this country. The original 
name of this crossing was Conrad's Ferry. SUGARLOAF TRAIL'S 
research says this name goes back to Ernest Conrad, ca. 1836. 
However, my information indicates the ferry was called "Conrad 
Myer's Ferry", as early as 1780. Court minutes named road over
seers for this locale from 1780-1790's. Newspaper ads such as 
that in BARTGIS' FEDERAL GAZETTE of June, 12, 1799 began to call 
it "Conrad's Ferry 11

• 

At any rate, the ferry was an important river crossing during 
a number of Civil War engagements, and continues to serve traffic 
today between Montgomery County and Loudoun County, Va. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



0MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1) HISTORIC WHITE'S FERRY, Brochure published by ferry company, 

1960's-'70's. 
2) SUGARLOAF TRAILS, Research sheet by L. Beckman, 1975. 
3) Court Minutes, Mont. County, Md., road overseer's appointments, 

(1750's-1790's.) 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESS.M,Y 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

.. -

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET Ill NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Silver Spring 

DATE 

6/1/73 
TElEPHONE 

589-1480 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Coleman , Margaret Mar shall and Anne Dennis Lewis 
1984 Montgomery County: A Pictorial History . Norfolk: Donning Co . 

M: 16-6 
Whit e ' s Ferry 

A t White's Ferry, a cabled raft called 
the General Jubal Early carried the 
Fred Esch family and their brand
new, 1923 Mitchell au tomobiie to 

....,.altt. ... W--._. Maryland from the\, irginia shore of 
the Potomac. 

In early au tumn this part of the 
river is not ve'.ry deep, a fact known by 
natives of nearby Poolesville such as 
Elijah White. In Septembe.r 1862, 
Colonel White and his commanding 
officer, General Stonewall Jackson, 
led thirty thousand Confederate 
troops across the Potomac at this 
spot. While the band played " Dixie" 
on the Montgomery Counly shore, 
the infantrymen waded across, 
holding their rifles above their heads. 
Courtesy of H arriette H . Esch and 
Marion Esch Po tter 

In 1920 two little girls took their 
dollies for a walk in Chevy Chase on 
a dirt Brookeville Road near Bradley 
Lane. Jane (left) and Marion Esch 
(right) didn 't worry about the wobbly 
vehicles in the background. Counesy 
of Marion Esch Poller 

145 
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M: 16-6 M: 16-6 
White's Ferry 

Hopkins Atlas, 1879 
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Real Property Search - Individual Report 

Click here for <l lain text ADA com liant screen. 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

. Real Property Data Search 

Account Identifier: District - 03 Account Number - 00041784 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

WHITES FERRY INC 

260 E JEFFERSON ST 
ROCKVILLE MD 20850 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

RESIDENTIAL 
NO 

1)/1146/481 
2) 

Page 1of1 

Go Back 
View Map 
New Search 

Premises Address 
24801 WHITES FERRY RD 
DICKERSON 20842 

Zoning 
ROT 

Legal Description 
LOT AT WHITES FERRY 

Map Grid 
AT43 

Parcel 
P778 

Special Tax Areas 

Sub District 

Town 
Ad Valorem 
Tax Class 

Subdivision 
1 

42 

Section Block Lot Group Plat No: 
80 Plat Ref: 

Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area Property Land Area 
2.30 AC 

County Use 
111 0000 

Stories Basement Type Exterior 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
County 
State 
Municipal 

Tax Exempt: NO 
Exempt Class: 

Base 
Value 

28,800 
126,930 
155,730 

0 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

Value Information 

Phase-in Assessments Value 
As Of 

01/01/2001 
33,820 

126,930 
160,750 

0 

As Of As Of 
07/01/2002 07/01/2003 

159,076 
0 

Transfer Information 

Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 

Exemption Information 

07/01/2002 
0 
0 
0 

160,750 
0 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

Special Tax Recapture: 

*NONE* 

http:// sdatcert3 .resi usa.org/rp _rewrite/results.asp ?District=03 &AccountNumber=00041 784... 7I18/2003 



• 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

District - 03Account Number - 00041784 

HITE'S 

ERRY 

U.S.A. 
I 

• 
I 

Page 1 of 1 

N; t G -- G 
Go Back 
View Map 
New Search 

I 

I 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001. 
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning 

web site at www.mdp.state.md.us/webcom/index.html 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp _rewrite/maps/showmap.asp?countyid= 16&accountid=03+00... 7 /18/2003 



M: 16-6 
White's Ferry 
24801 White's Ferry Road (MD 107) 
Dickerson 
Tax map A T43 over Aerial photograph 



-:,°>* \, I \ "-- . 

~·~ · ~ 
--------- - " 

' -~ 

·.;133 

· .. , 
297. 

) 
r 

' .. 

I ., 

. 292 

. . 
' 

' .. · 
' 

. . 

•) 

\' 

"' ' 

~ ' .• 

280 32' 30" 

i ' I [ 

...... L "-.. 

,,.-. 

28 ] 

I 
!I- ' 
"' 

r 
'-.___,/ 

1="' I 
~:, Ir 
• • I ._,t I . 

(\ • . • ' Q 
I 1 1·· , . t'·~ ~ 

\ ~: : 
• .\ II I 

\ 

'\ 
-· lf\ 
0 
'.) 

\

0 
. "Z. 
~ 

\ 

.-
~ 

Ca 

\. 

... 
I 

... 

'831 Vl<n E 

I' 
.J9 

ROAD CLASSIFICATIO 

Primary highway. al l weather 
hard su rface 

\ . 

--... 
\ 

\ 



M: 16- 6 
White's Ferry 
2480 1 White' s Ferry Road (MD 10 
Dicker son, MD 20842 





NAME /d/11te ~ fibY ;-'r~ 

LOCATION .L-1. 2.J ct h~AJ.seu,,err ,,,&:£ 

FACADE S: 

PHOTO TAKEN 6/1/73 H 1 lJINYU!-





NAME I~~ ,B.i?/~ 

LOCATION {!.i.0 ~&.- /Jr /.<.18/~.:S ~t; ~ 

FACADE AJ, 

PHOTO TAKEN 1tj2tJ/7&.. ,;tf,£>t.<JYf£ 





NAM~ 5°#1()oS7t»V£ /}RCHa; cvt..VUT.S 

LOCATION t<l/f17£S ffR..e~ ~ /Jr~ c~.-9-L-

FACADE /v, 

DHOTO TAKEN AJo//. z.01 197Z. fi,~a;X6R.-





NAME GJ'J? 1AJ 4);9/7..£hblls£-/ C-<JAboV& A::Ar~ 

LOCATION <:!W> ~#C- /Jr lt.Jll-176'5 r~Y, ~ 

FACADE J/ 0 E. 

PHOTO TAKE 11/zo/7JL ,ttt./Ja;YE/L. 

f1 , 
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