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_FAIR 
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X..ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two and a half story, four bay by one bay_. brick house originally 
faced south. 

Built or. stone foundations, Fletchall House is constructed of common 
bonded brick on all elevations, except the south elevation. The south 
elevation has Flemish bonded brick worl{ which suggests that the south 
elevation ·,.ms originally the "front 11 elevation. The south (front) porch 
has been removed and a one story frame addition, constructed on poured 
concrete foundations, has been added. This addition has been covered by 
white aluminum siding and has a flat roof. A black wrought iron railing 
marks the edge of the roof and encloses the area as a porch at the second 
level. The original south (front) door remains hidden behind the south 
addition. This door is composed of glass and wood panels and surmounted 
by an four light transom. The north (new front) porch is a poured 
conrete slab enclosed on two sides by a black wrought iron railing. The 
north door is identical to the south, and is composed of six glass and 
wood panels. 

Windows are set into flat arches and are flanked by green wooden 
louvered shutters. The west three bays of the original house at the first 
floor have nine over nine doubJe hung windows and the remainder of the 
windows are six over six double hung. 

The house has a gable roof with slate covering. The east addition 
has a slightly lower roof than the west section of the house. Both eas\. 
and west sections have a sawtooth cornice line. There is one interior 
brick chimney between the east and west sections and one interior end 
chimney at the west elevation. 

The house originally t,·1as rectangular and had a central hall flanked 
on the east and west. The east addition was built in 1945 by a Mr. 
Buchanan and created a kitchen area. More recently the frame addition 
to the south provided space for a ground level bedroom. North of the 
kitchen is an enclosed utility room. 

The open string two run stairway ascends, south to north, along the 
east interior wall. It has a carved hand rail and square balusters. The 
house has no subfloors and random width floorboards. Walls and ceilings 
are plaster, in some instances the plaster has been applied directly to 
the brick and other lines; some walls have been papered. Doors are 
wooden paneled and have simple and bullseye moldings. 

The house is set on a hillside, at a considerable distance from the 
road. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE M~ t7-IO 

'>ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _COMMERCE XEXPLORATION!SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES C • 1825 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

11 Flint's Grove 11
, containing 300 acrls on Dry Seneca Creek, was 

surveyed for John Flint on July 4, 1722. By 1793 the land had passed 
out of the Flint family, and was divided among several owners; the 
present 151 3/8 acres was shared by Ann Fletchall (with 50 acres and 
3 slaves) and Ninian Clagett (with 100 acres and 8 slaves).2 

Throughout the 19th century, Flint's Grove passed back and forth 
between the Fletchall and Chiswell families as they intermarried, 
bequeathed, and sold the property among themselves. Thomas Fletchall 
in 1819 bequeathed to his daughter Sarah 152 3/8 acres, valued at $2.63 
per acre, but without reference to improvements.3 By the 1825 sale of 
Flint's Grove from Sarah and her husband ~illiam Chiswell to Sarah N. 
"'letchall,4 there was a structure on Flint's Grove. Mrs. Fletchall, 
#ith her 9 slaves, lived on the farm with her niece and adopted daughter, 
Rachel A. Chiswell and husband .Iilliam A. Chiswell, and their four 
children until her death at age 78 in 1862. ~ith the execution of Sarah 
Fletchall's will, Rachel became the owner of Flint's Grove.5 

In January 1867, ':Jilliam and Rachel Chiswell ~old Flint's Grove 
with its 152 3/8 acres to Thomas Fyffe for $6,200.° Fyffe farmed the 
land for 16 years, during which time Cattail Road was laid out to 
connect the public road from Rockville to Monocacy (present Route 28) with 
that from Tiockville to Poolesville c~'lhite Is Ferry Road); Fyffe was paid 
$504 for damages in building the 2-mile long road.7 Fyffe sol§ Flint's 
Grove to George W. and Arthur P. Fletchall in 1883 for $6,500. 
Excepting 1 acre granted to Mary Hoskinson for a cemetery, the farm was 
subsequently sold to James B. Wise in 1909.9 

After Wise 1 s death, his ','life Lula sold the property to John D. 
Buchanan,10 who installed plumbing and electricity. After a three-year 
ovmership by John and Christine Edmandsill the present m·mers, Thomas 
and Laura Conlon, bought Flint's Grove. 2 Mrs. Conlon still occupies the 
house. 

Flint's Grove is important as an example of a fine house ovmed for 
most of its lifetime by locally prominent and properous farmers. The 
Chiswells and Fletchalls were among the earliest settlers of the north­
\'le stern part of Montgomery County. Both families received early patents 
and moved here from Anne Arundel County and both had large land holdings 
throughout the area. Members of these families \'Iere active citizens, 
holding a number of public offices. 

See Attachment Sheet I for Footnotes and 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY Bibliography 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(See Attached Sheet) 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 151 3/8 A 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Barry Bogage August 1978 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 926-4510 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 
Ci TY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: SUGARLOf..F R:::GJ..:-
'\. Box 87, Sek':-_ 

Dickerson, r·;;d. 2=.- - -­
(301) 926-451 :J 

PS- 1108 
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ACHS S~•IT·LD.RY FORM 

_ 1. Name ''Flint 1 s Grove" (Conlon House) 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 

4. Address 17811 Cattail Road, 
Poolesville 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ownership private 

17/10 3. i'>INCPPC Atlas Reference 
Map 12 
H-1 

Public Acquisition 
Status occ~u~p~i~e-a~------------~ 

Accessible ______ ........ ____________________ __ 
Present use private residence 
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal~_State~County~Local~-
(Ti tle and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 

6. Date c . 1825 7. Original Own~r 
~iliiam and Barah Chiswell 

8. Appareut Condition 

a. good original site c. __________________________ __ 

b. altered 

9. Descriotion 
This two and a half story, four bay by one bay common bonded brick 

house originally faced south. It now faces north. A one story frame 
addition has replaced the original south front porch (south elevation 
flemish bonded). This was a two room house with a central hall. This was 
expanded by an east addition in 1945 constructed also of brick. There are 
nine over nine and six over six double hung windows. There is a sawtooth 
cornice line and a gable roof with slate covering. 

10. Significance 
Flint's Grove is important as an example of a fine house owned by 

locally prominent and prosperous farmers -- the Fletchalls and Chiswells. 
Both families received early patents and moved here from Anne Arundel County 
and both had large land holdings throughout the area. Members of these 
families were active citizens, holding a number of public offices. "Flint's 
Grove" was a300 acre grant owned by John Flint in 1722. The ~resent 151 5/8 
acres was shared by Ann Fletchall (with 50 acres and 3 slaves) and Ninian 
Clagett (with 100 acres and 8 slaves) in 1793. Throughout the 19th century, 
"Flint's Grove" passed back and forth between the Fletchall and Chiswell 
families as they intermarried, bequeathed, and sold the property among 
themselves. By 1825 the house was constructed .to accommodate large families. 
In 1883 Cattail Road was laid out through the pro~erty to connect the public 
road from Rockville to Monocacy (present Route 28) with that from Rockville 
to Poolesville (White's Ferry Road). The owner was paid $504 for damages 
in building the two-mile road. 

Date researched and researcher August 1978 -- Barry BoRage 
--Canoy Reea ·Architectural DescEI>.~°" 

13. Da~e CoQpiled 2/79 14. Designatio~ 12. Co:Jpiler: Gail Rothrock 
Approval __ 

15. Acreage 
151 3/8 acres 



Flint's Grove "1: 17 /10 
Patents, 1722 IL#A/515 



ATTACHMENT Slli:ET I 

Footnotes 

1. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Patent I .L. #A/515. 

2. Assessment Records, 1793. 

3. Will Records L/123, Assessment Recordri 1813. 

4. Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland Y/123. 

s. ':Jill Records JWS 1/125. 

6. Land Records EBP 4/448. 

7. Land Records EBP 7/491. 

8. Land Records EBP 29/197. 

9, Ibid 208/10. 

10. Ibici. 940/205. 

11. Ibid. 1259/520. 

12. Ibic. 1716/73. 
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~------- ------ -------i 
~-E~_'.:~~-1~2_1_cN ----------· _________ -···----j 

1 
(ClH>ei< One) I 

J-,'"'t ~\. Good 0 Fcir 0 De•eriorof11-:i 0 Ruins 0 ·Une:r::pca-.d J 
CO~li>ITION ------ ---·- --.------------------~· 

(Ch~ck One) (Ch•clr Or.•) I 
~ Altered 0 Urocltered 0 Mov .. d ~ Original Site I 

ccsc~HBE TI-1E PJ;.ESENT J ~c OR!G!NAL (It kno~·;J PHvs1CAi.. APPEARANCE 

The house is a two story, brick building with a three 

bay, main (south) facade laid up in Flemish bond. Much of 

this facade has been obscured by an addition that replaces 

an earlier one-story porch. The chimney on ~~e east end 

is flush gable and on the west end external with stepped 

weatherings. The cornice consists of three courses of 

brick, the center set at an angle. The relieving arches 

are flat and one stretcher tall. The windows are 9/9 

double hung sash. 

An addition has been made on the east end to provide 

a modern kitchen. 

In plan, the house has a central through staircase 

hall and flanking parlors. Fireplaces at either end have 

late Federal mantles. 

East of the house is a log meal house with board-and-

batten siding. 
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