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MHT EASEMENTS WITHIN THE POOLESVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

1. Dr. Thomas Poole House, Poolesville - M: 17-15-1 

2. John Poole House, Poolesville - M: 17-15-2 
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The Poolesville-Historic District is located at the 
junctions of Maryland Route 107 (Poolesville-Dawsonville 
Road), Maryland Route 109 and Willard Road. The Poolesville 
Historic District is 3 l/2 miles west-northwest of Dawsonville, 
in Montgomery County, Maryland. 

Within the historic district are thirty-three buildings 
of local architectural and/or historical significance. This 
number includes structures representing a diversity of styles, 
materials, and usages, and includes r~sidential, ecclesias
tical and commercial architecture, as well as an assorted 
number of small domestic dependencies, such as dairys and 
smokehouses. With the exception of the present Town Hall, 
all of the buildings within the district are privately owned. 

Although the occurrence of several disastrous fires in 
the early twentieth century claimed about twenty-five indi
vidual structures dating from the first half of the nineteenth 
century, a sufficient number remain together with those 
additional buildings constructed toward the close of the 
nineteenth century to form one of the largest remaining 
essentially nineteenth century villages of any significance 
in Montgomery County. There have fortunately been few intru
sions on the town by later, more modern examples of twentieth 
century commercial architecture. The least obtrusive is the 
aforementioned Town Hall, built in 1910 in a vaguely classical 
style. It occupies a prominent location near the center of 
town and is widely recognized as a local landmark. The most 
obvious intrusions are those created by two automobile service 
stations, one located at the intersection of_-Maryland.Routes 
107 and 109, and several commercial enterpri,zes including 
a farm equipment outlet and a laundromat. The integrity of 
the village is most immediately threatened by the possibility 
of one of their three early twentieth century stores (these 
replaced earlier similar structures and were built in the late 
Victorian style with elaborate bracketed cornices) being re
placed by a modern pre-fab corrugated_ metal structure. Alread~ 
one of the three stores has been partially demolished so that 
the site can be utilized for parking. Unfortunately, these 
three store buildings represent the last of a number of 
similar structures that formerly occupied locations near the 
center of the village; others that do remain have been exten
sively altered for other uses. Thus far only two buildings 
have been renovated for adaptive use, and both of these have 
proved highly successful ventures. One of these is the 
1785 House, a two-story, two-part, narrow brick structure at 
the junction of Maryland Route 107 (Fischer Avenue) and 
Willard Road, that has been converted for use as a law office 
and is attractive on the exterior but somewhat "colonialized" 
on the interior. The other is the Jamison Real Estate 
Building, a successful utilization of a former three unit 
Federal-style brick dwelling. The remainder of the structures 

(See continuation sheet No. 1) 
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within the district are private residences, many dating from 
within the-first half of the nineteenth century, although a 
few date.from the last two decades of the eighteenth century 
and about ten from the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries~ of the latter category there is one outstanding 
example of the bungalow style. All of the private residences 
occupy large tree-shaded lots and are, for the most part, 
well maintained. Those few that are in a somewhat dilapidated 
condition, such as the Merchant's Hotel, are said to be 
candidates for future restorations, according to their respec
tive present owners. Although many of the earlier eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuryp:-operties have beenenlarged and 
remodeled since their initial constructio~ thev have managed 
to retain easily observable vest~'ges of their former appear
ance and, indeed, through their various stages of "up-dating" 
physically document the developing sophistication and economic 
prosperityaf their owners. Since many of these houses have 
remained in the same family for generations, and because 
there is such a vast amount of primary source material in 
various private and public collections, a restoration of almost 
all of these properties to their former appearance, or to any 
one period in their existance, would be possible. 

The several fires that have occurred in Poolesville have 
created wide gaps in the streetscape but as the majority 
remain undisturbed by later development and are, for the most 
part, wooded, they at least help to preserve the rural nature 
of the village and provide pleasant open spaces. 

It is unfortunate that with the rapid growth of suburban 
Washington, Poolesville has seen fit to annex a great 
portion of the open farm land surrounding the village. Most 
of these hundreds of acres are being zoned for light industrial, 
conurercial, and residential development. To date the extent 
of this development has been a waste of small housing develop
ments that occupy a large area just east of the town. These 
developments consist of a variety of housing types, including 
"suburban ranchers," "bi-level colonials," and rough textured 
modular farms. The onlv other recent construction that has 
taken place in close proximity to the historic district is the 
large Poolesville High School on Willard Road. 

The listing and brief description of the most significant 
historic buildings in Poolesville that follows is keyed to the 
attached Historic District map: 

(See continuation sheet No. 2) GPO 921-724 
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(1), BAUMAN HOUSE. This simple, two-story stone farmhouse, 
has been appreciably altered from the original. The front 
part, of log construction, is believed to.be the original 
house, dating from 1783. (2), ST. PETER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
Built in 1847 this structure is bne of the oldest churches 
in Poolesville. The original building was added to in 1890. 
It was recently restored and is in excellent condition. 
(3), HOSKINSON HOUSE. The Federal-style trim and overall 
plan of this house indicates that it was probably built 
during the second quarter-of the nineteenth century. It has 
been occupied continuously by the Hoskinson family since 
about 1845. A small brick dairy house at the rear is of 
particular interest. (4), 1785 HOUSE. The first known 
record of this house appears in 1832 when this small, two
part, two-storv, brick house was owned by John Poole. It 
was originally two houses but was remodeled recently to 
adapt it for use as a law office. (5), VETERINARY OFFICE 
(Methodist Church). This simple, two-story brick building 
has been somewhat batered over the years but an authentic 
restoration would be possible using a known collection of 
contemporary (1820) records and later, pre-alteration photo
graphs. This building has served a variety of purposes, from 
that of a church whose congregation divided into north and 
south sympathizers, to a Town Hall where some citizens 
refused to attend meetings because they felt it sacriligious, 
to its use in 1892 as a Y.M.C.A. center, and then to its 
present use as a veterinary clinic. An early minister is buried 
under the f loo~ and there are a few early stones in the ad
jacent cemetery. (6), DR. THO~AS POOLE HOUSE, a two and one
half story, three-bay, brick Federal house that is one of 
the better representative examples of this architectural.style 
in the area. To one side of the house is a lower, two-story 
addition built in 1870. A rear wing is of interest for a 
wide, arched doorway through which a small carriage could 
be driven. An interesting stone springhouse is also worthy 
of continued preservation. (7), FREDERICK POOLE HOUSE. The 
original five-bay section of this two-story, seven-bay 
stuccoed brick house is believed to have been built bv Robert 
Willson prior to 1820 as it is listed in the tax assessment 
for that year. The present appearance of the house, however, 
dates from the late nineteenth century. Decorative Victorian 
cast iron porch supports and fencing are.particularly note
worthy. During the Civil War the body of Col. Edward Baker, 
friend of President Lincoln, Senator from Oregon and a Com
mander of the Union Forces, was brought to this house after 
he was killed at the Battle of Ball's Bluff in October, 1861. 

(See continuation sheet No. 3) GPO 121·72' 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

(8), MERCHANT'S HOTEL, built as the home and office of Dr. 
Stephen Wh~te in 1830. - The basically Federal-style house 
was later· the home of his son, Dr. Benjamin White. In the 
late nineteenth century the house served as a small hotel and 
the present owners are considering restoring it to its 
late nineteenth century appearance, utilizing the original 
Merchant's Hotel sign. (10), WATKINS' HOUSE, while this 
small house is fairly typical of the townhouses of the first 
half of the nineteenth century its continued maintenance 
helps to preserve a degre~ of continuity to the streetscape. 
(12), OLD BAPTIST CHURCH. This small, two story brick struc
ture with an end facade and crow-stepped gable is one of four 
churches built within a few years of each other along similar 
architectural lines. The 25 by 40 foot structure was dedi
cated in 1865. (14), The SCHUM HOUSE, is the original clap
board faced house built around 1800, recorded as a tavern 
operated by a Mr. Riney in 1802. It was occupied in 1860 
by Samuel Cater who was postmaster and blacksmith. It 
was restored by Mr. and Mrs. Tillack in the l950's. Its present 
owners expect to preserve its period character. (16), HERSPERGER 
HOUSE. The original section of this two part brick and frame 
house was built in 1830 in a style reminiscent of tidewater 
Maryland architecture. A frame addition was made to it in 
the 1870's. This house appears in pictures of Poolesville 
taken during the Civil War. (18), TOWN HALL. The foundations 
of this Hall, the third building to be built on them, are 
said to have been originally laid in 1826 and the present 
building erected on them in 1910 which served as a bank until 
1967. The original (1826) building was part of a larger inn. 
Situated on an island made by the juncture of Old Coxen's 
Lane and Fisher Avenue it is the town landmark. It has so 
long dominated the center of town that its preservation and 
restoration is urged. (19), JOHN POOLE HOUSE. Though of 
a poor appearance, the original log portion of this interesting 
small house is documented as having been built in 1793 and 
thus is one of the oldest houses in Poolesville. Its origin 
as the home of John Poole, for which Poolesville is named, 
validates its historical significance to the village. The 
original section has a large stone and brick chimney at one 
end. When an addition was made to the rear a second similar 
chimney was built and between the two chimneys a small, shed 
roofed, stone out-shut. (20), STEVENS' HOUSE. This interest
ing, two story, ell shaped, late Federal-style brick house is 
believed to have been built in the 1840's with no alterations 

(See continuation sheet No. 4) GPO 921.7H 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

or additions of any significance made to it since that time. 
(21), JAMISON REAL ESTATE OFFICE, an .attractive two-part build
ing rece.ntly renovated for its present use as a real estate 
office. This is an excellent example of the adaptive use of 
a former three unit dwelling that probably dates about 1830. 
In 1855 this property is recorded as having had, besides the 
existing building, a tailor shop, a brick meat house, a log 
kitchen, a small, wooden, one-story shoe shop, and a log stable. 
(23), HALMDS HOUSE. This pleasant, two-story frame house, the 
home of the present mayor of Poolesville, is attractively 
situated on a large tree-shaded lot. Built during the second 
half of the nineteenth century it has several Victorian
style embellishments. This house is a fairly typical example 
of similar adjacent structures. (24), HILLARD HOUSE. With 
its great number of deep, balustraded verandas and wide gables 
this is perhaps one of the most attractively designed and 
maintained early twentieth century bungalow-types in this area. 
(31), PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. The church was built in 1847--1848 
of brick made in Washington, D.C. Except for the addition of 
the entrance vestibule, it remains today exactly as it was 
When built, with three tall windows on each side elevation, 
two second floor windows on the gable front, and an interior 
gallery. This church was the scene of several incidents during 
the Civil War, including minor skirmishes on its grounds and 
i~use as a hospital. On one historic Sunday Captain "Lige" 
White's cavalry unit surrounded the church during services, 
waited for the services to end, and captured the emerging 
Union troops. (32), SEYMOUR'S HOUSE. Not much_··1~ known of 
the early history of this house. It is of log construction 
and of an early design. Its appearance with its perfect 
proportions on an unusually small scale adds to the charm 
of a small town streetscape. (33), JOHN HALL HOUSE. An 
1832 record shows Craven P. Beetling as the owner-builder of 
"a large frame house" on this site. However, a log portion 
of this two-story, seven-bay clapboarded house is believed to 
date from about 1800. ___- ___..\.~~- -. ....._ 
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The boundaries of the Poolesville Historic District 
encompass an interesting collection of nineteenth-and early 
twentieth century arc~itecture that, in context, has great 
significance to the social and economic development of this 
area of Montgomery County. Unfortunately, several fires, 
most notably those of 1923, 1935, and 1953, have destroyed 
various buildings, creating wide gaps in the streetscapes. 
In several instances these empty lots have been, within the 
last two decades, commercially developed, using building 
styles that do not harmonize architecturally or aesthetically 1 

with the surrounding village. However, the integrity of the 
town has been essentially retained and is worthy of attention 
on both local and state levels. 

Although Poolesville is primarily an early nineteenth 
century village, that for all practical purposes began its 
existance as a convenient crossroads settlement which served 
the many surrounding farms, the building of private residences. 
and commercial establishments continued well after the Civil 1

1 
War. This history of the settlement, however, dates to 
about the middle of the eighteenth century when various land I 
grants were given to a small number of individuals settling · 
what was then Maryland's frontier. It was these early grants 

1

1 

that were, by the close of the eighteenth century and the 
first two decades of the nineteenth century, eventually re- jl 

surveyed and divided into smaller tracts and individual lots .. 
The first house erected in Poolesville is the John 

Poole House, a small log structure built in 1793. In the 
thirty odd years ensuing the tax records show only four 
additional buildings as having been built, but by 1830 the 
number had grown to ten, with thirtv-areadditional lots sur
veyed but as yet undeveloped. By 1B50, however, there were 
twenty-five families residing in Poolesville and the majority 
of the houses now standing date from this period of Poolesvill~'s 
growth. The Federal census of 1850 shows the following I 
occupations represented in Poolesville: three blacksmiths, 
two cabinetmakers, five tailors, two merchants, two physiciansJ 
one teacher, and two wheelwrights. By 1861, when a map of 
Poolesville was prepared by Simon Martinet, there were 
fifty-one standing buildings, excluding domestic dependencies, 

(See continuation sheet No. 5) 
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of which there was undoubtedly a large number. 
Although Poolesville in the eighteenth century was situated 

along a well established and frequently traveled route, and by tt.e 
1840's had established itself as an important economic center 
for this then sparsley settled region, it wasn't until the years 
of the American Civil War that the town experienced state and 
national attention of any significant degree. The proximity 
of Poolesville to a number of battle areas placed the village 
in an awkward situation, given the divided loyalties of the 
inhabitants: it was as frequently occupied by Union troo~s 
as it was Confederates, these troops often arriving within 
one day, or even several hours of each other. 

The following is taken from one of the many sources that 
document activities that occurred in and around Poolesville 
during the Civil War: 

Poolesville possibly saw more of the Ciyil 
War than any other town in Maryland with the excep
tion of Sharpsburg. In June, 1861, Poolesville 
was occupied by Stone's Corps of Observation and 
throughout the winter of 1861-62 some 20,000 
troops were encamped within five miles of the town. 
Many of these troops became a part of the Second 
Corps of the Army of the Potomac. At the 
Frederick Poole House located on the south side of 
Fischer Avenue, just before Willard Road, the 
funeral services were held for Colonel Edward 
Baker, killed at Ball's Bluff on October 21, 1861. 
The town was frequently occupied by Federal troops 
and occasionally by Confederate troops. During the 
Antietam campaign, September, 1862, Confederate 
General "Jeb" Stuart established here his extreme 
right flank. Federal troops entered, advanced 
from the east along the present Md. 107 and a 
considerable skirmish resulted. Colonel E. v. White, 
a native of this conununity and conunander of the 35th 
Va. Cavalry Battalion raided this area in December, 
1862. During the remainder of the winter some 5,000 
Federal Troops were detailed to this area. On June 
26, 1863, Poolesville was headquarters for General 
Joseph Hooker as he followed Lee northward. Following 
his attack on Washington in July, 1864, Confederate 
General Jubal A. Early passed through Poolesville in 
retreat to Virginia. 
1 Maryland Remembers. Hagerstown, Maryland. The Maryland 

Civil War Centennial Conunission: 1964. pp. 30-31. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

Following the aftermath of the Civil War Poolesvi°lle made 
several attempts to regain its former position as an important 
and viable economic center but with the bµilding elsewhere 
of newer towns and commerical centers itsefforts quietly 
failed. Although it incorporated itself in 1888 its efforts 
at total revitalization were insufficient. The fires of 1923 
and 1935 significantly altered the appearance of the village 
and the displaced families relocated themselves in other 
areas of the co~nty. The Poolesville of today is but a 
fragment of its former self, but with the preservation 
of the fortunately remaining portion an important visual 
lesson in local and state history can be maintained. 
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i11 the ceutc>r. The stair rises ton cross lnnui.ng, 
f 11<'11 <·ontiuucs niul form::1 n wide open well to 
th<> third floor. 

'flu .. • douhlt• parlor on the right hns two fire
t>hH•1•:-;1 <'H<'h with uurntt•ls which lHl\'l' rnro round 
flntc1l colunms. Bl1twecn the two rooms nrc four 
t'ol1li11g- cloors hingt'd into two pnirs, which when 
<'lo:::ed, fill up tlw whole of tlw spucc llC'twecn the 
two room~, 1md when Of>l'll lc1n-c the two rooms 
as 011<• • .All window jmnhs arc panelled with 
aprons he low tlwi r silk Tlll'rc is a hack stair
way from the rcur purlor ton priYntc offic•c and 

hccl1·oom ou the sccoml ftoor. Back of this (utr101· 
nre t-iCvcral rooms, induding a llining room, 
kitchen, und uncicut nwnt house. 

On the secornl floor nrc hc1lrooms owr t'a<·h 
of the pnrlor rooms. l\lr. nud Mr~. Mt<t•rcli11k. 
owncrl:i 19ol, ltm·<' t11c• rnre lioue-:e furnislwd i11 
keeping with its interior <·hnrm. Many pit•<·c~ 
luwc hccn ass<'rnhle<l from t'nr mul wicl<>. inchul 
ing n rn1·c consult• pipe orgn11, upon with· It ~Ir. 
Mrcrclink pcrfo1·ms with a touch of masfl•ry. 
He h1"nlso n pnint<•r of merit in oil nucl wah·r
colors. 

Frederick Poole's 
I 

X:-tatcd ebl•whcr1· iu this book, tlw Pooles
ville 1wiglthorlh1od is w<.•ll known for it:-; 
numerous Jiuc brick houses. duting frolll 

l•arl:v in th(• 11i1wtPt'nth e<.1 ntury. Stmuling 11cur 
t ht• si<lt•w11lk 011 the main st rcct i 11 the C.'l11ltt•1· 

of thl· yiJlagc, the house shown has nttrncted 
ntfrntion for at k'nst a C'cntnry a11ll 11 hnlf. 

Ac·conling to ~chnrf'l' llisfor!J :1ml strong· 
lol'nl t rnditions, .Jolm Poole huilt the first homw 
int IH' \·illnge, whid1 acrinirctl its 11:1111c from him . 
in li!);t (A photograph of that hou!'c is i-;hmrn 
hPlow.) Tile' forge• house is hC'licvetl to h:wc 
hecn built not 1111my years nftcr 179:J, nml 
prohnhly by a mnn 1uum•1l 'Villsou, whose wifr 
was a mcmhcr of tlw Poole fmnily. 

Tltl' lnnu 011 which f his honse 1\lld prohnhly 
111nch of the \'illngl' t-;(n111ls i~ dcscrihed ns 
"Poole's Ratification," a lrn<'t of scYcnty acres, 
1·on\·pyctl hy ,John Poole to .To!'t'ph Pooll', nml 
llw llr.Nl is 1lafc>d N'm·<•mhf't' 2:J, 1i6~l. The 
dnng-htl'r of n W'illson who huilt the Jnrg<• 
houst•, llHll'!'ieil a PoolC' rnunctl Rohcrt in 1792, 
ancl th<• hou"(' was probahly huilt ~oon nfkr that 
timl'. Tlwir sou, Fn,derick R Pooh', horn 180!1. 
111aniP<l nhont 1840 .Mary Tillunl Oonglas 'Yill
:-011. horn 1812. Th<'i r son from whom the ltoww 
act1uir('cl its 111\llll' in l'C<'C'llt tinws w11s Richnn.1, 
horn in 184:1. In l~(ifl Hirhanl mn1Til'd Florence 
P1·is1•illa Poole. wl10 wns horn in 18·!4. 

It is of interest to note thut Riclwnl nuc.11.!'lor
eueP Poole were <'otuiins. As l•'lorencc lin•cl in 
Baltimore m11l Ril'hanl in "'.\fontgomcry County, 
tlw~ .. lmd rn•\·cr Rc•c•u C'ac·h other until they met 
11t a pnrly in Hnltimorc Rhorlly bl•forc their 
n111rri:1g-c. ThC' y1•ry lwnutifnl Jnccy, "g-rnpc 

NO, 85 E-3 FJtI<:IJl :Jrn:r\'. 1'001.E's llY .\ 
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pattern," cast iron grill aloug t}l(' front porch, 
was placccl ther<· :1ftcr thC'ir mnrringt' i11 lt'li!I. 
Wbcm driving 1 hrougl1 Gcoqi<.•tow11. Fl11n•11c•1• 
<'Xprc~secl n desir<• for a grilJ Jikc Olll' sh1• "'ll\\' 011 

n house then~, :mcl Hi<'luml complic•il with h<•r 
wh~Jwe-:. It is still without a lhtw 01· hrf'nk mid 
worth n trip to Pooll•sville to s<>c its a1 ·ti~tic 
hcauty. The wiskrin :tlong the front i:- t'ro111 
two mnin plnuts, 011<' nt Ntch <'lid of t hP porl'lt. 

Ric ha rel Poole dil•d in 1 !IOfi mul his wifl' ~'lor
CllCl' in rn:m. Till' hons(' was p11n·h11sc•d hy tlu•i1· 
clanghter Frnnt·<':-, nftC'l' tl1c> Ot'ath of Flon·111"'· 
There is n delightful Jot of thrc•c a11tl 1111t•-ltall' 
acres ~urro1111<li11g tltc• homH•, whirlt i:-> of rt•cl 
hric·k. Tlw pchhle ilnsh wns atldc><l al't1•r l!J::O 
hy thC' former owner, who manil'cl Willi11111 Wil 
liams in l!lOG. '£hey Juul Otl<' son, William K. 
wbo live:-; i11 "'nsliingfon. 
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_\s ouc enters the wide frout hall, there is a 
parlor ou tl1e riglJt with fireplace and living 
1 oum on Hw left, also wi1 h a fircpllico. Ou the 
spt•o11d f1001· is n hcdroom oYer each of the first 
lloor room!'I, and in tlic rear wing over tho prcs-
1•11t kitclwn urc two roorns. 

1l'hc <.lend body of Col. Etlward D. Bukl·r iu 
command of tlw ll11io11 forct's, who was killed in 
the Battle of BHU~ Bluff in Octoht'r, lRGl, wns 
curl'icd Uarough the front l1all of this hou~l' aud 
laid out in a rea 1' room. (Sec Anniugton.) :H'u
neral senices for Co1. 1C<hn1r<l Baker were held 
in the \Yhitc House at the request of Pre::;ident 
Li11col11, his gootl friend. lt i~ of iuicn'st to uotc 
tlmt there is a hcl'Oic :-;tahw of Colonel Bnkcl' in 
Statuary Hall, at the ('apitol-a gif't from his 
natiye state . 

.Mrs. }'rnllC(ls \Villimns, who was \•cry gen
erous to tlac author with lier informatiou about 
this mid othC'r housC's in Poolesville, dieu re
cently, mul tlJis ltanclsornc home in 196~ il-1 ownec.1 
by Julim1 l1'r<><>mnn. 

The first house in the village, !'l1owu herein, 
is of logs covcrecl with siding, has four rooms 
on tllc first fioor and three on tllo ~econcl, aud is 
ou a lot of about one ncrc. The large sto11e fire
place anc.l ~done lmke ove11 nre still features as 
shown in the pltotogrnph tnkcn in 1950. 

Prospect Hill 

ON an elevated spot o\·crlooki11g ilic pic
turesque Ifawliugs Hivcr, meandering 
through green meadows in the valley 

111 .. •low, stands a l1istoric, yet modest homestead 
shown in the photogrnplt below. Facing south, 
it ouce was u secret rncetiug place of patriots, 
l>eforc open l'ebellion was climaxed hy armed 
l'o11'1ic:t jll April, 1775. It wus also a chapel for 
wor:-;liip iu thos(' tl1rilliug <lays. 

Two hrothcrs, J olm and .James Holland, came 
l'rolll ]•;11g-ln111l nhout the rni<l11le or tllc cigl1teen1l1 
e1•11h1ry, and truditio11 c1·c<li1:; ,John with lmil<l
i ng the original liou:;e n t Prospect Rill, about 
1750 or 17<i0. There is a record that .fames 
bought a tract of land in that area in 1768. TJJc 
honi-c is coustrudcu of hnntl-hewn stu<lding, 
"llo~gNl" or chinked with hri<'ks. 

rrhc oltlcr part of tho house on the right of 
I Ii(• front door ha~ c''t'ry app(•arance of being 
111" prc-Revo1utio11n1·y co11struction, aHuougll the 
1w1i11, l<'ft portion, i!'< h<,lil'\'l'U to have beeu huilt r llol mucl1 lukr. To tlae l"igl11 of the front cloor is 
11 hall, which lcacls i11lo the nrnin room of the 

- fi1·sl floor helti11d the lmy wi11clow Hltown in the 

phoiogrupu. It was in tl1is room, whicl.J llad n 
huge fireplace in cal'ly clayB, that Uie "rebel
lious" citizens mel lo discus8 ways anu means of 
redressing grievances. In t hi:o\ room, too. re
ligious RerYiccs were helll. The F<mall pulpit iu 
one side of tho room was replacec.l reccnt1y, 
rather irouic:ally, hy a gun autl trophy room. 

It is asscrtc<l l>y sOllll' that tllc Rawlings wM 
originnl ly 11amcd '' liollnud 's River,'' bc<.'uuse 
so urnuy ~c1 tlcrs of that rnunc liveu nlon~ it!; 
memlows. Thii:-1 rccnll:-1 an nnccdofc. About tlle 
year 187G, nn old Dufrh cattle dCtller from ·we::;t 
Virginia or Ohio, wl1011 driYing a herd of cuttle 
into the area, kept nsking ahout "Rollaud 's 
River,'' a sl rcmn about whidt he had apparently 
hcur<l so much. It was glorified in his imugiun
tion. Uc ex pcctcd to f'CC l'omctlring at lcust 
equal to the Potomac. ,~;rJ1en Jae finally saw tlie 
so-called "rh·er"-110 larger than Hoc·k Creek, 
-he excli1i11H~ll iu disg·ust: ''Shucks! Dmn thnt 
river, and I cm1 carry it awny in a bucket nud a 
hag I" The pr<>tty ~trN\m drains a valley about 
I "11 miles long in t11c cni:;tern part of the County 
l>ctwccu ilw Pntuxcut River tmd Rock Creek. 
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