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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIC!NAL (if knov .. ·n) PH''l'SICAL APPE:.ARANCE 

Mount Pleasant is one of the few remaining examples in 
Montgorctery County of a "Tidewater-style" house. Major features 
include a steeply-pitched, end-gabled roof, massive external 
chimneys, a three-bay facade with central entrance, and a boxed 
cornice. At present the facade is covered with stucco, but 
evidence from the interior wall of the chimney pent and from 
the burned rear wall indicates that the house was of clapboard 
sheathing over a timber frame with brick and mud infilling. 
The few.clapboards remaining on the interior pent wall are hand 
split and layed on with lapped butts; since the clapboards are 
found on the interior wall, the pent dates frora a later period 
than the body of the house. The door frame mouldings project 
strongly and are carried across the transom between the fcur
light top-light and the opening. The windows presently flank
ing the door are modern; a 1930's Historic American Buildings 
Survey photograph shows narrower, taller windows with shutters 
and moulded architraves. 

m 
m 

On the ground floor, two rooms are ranged one behind the I z 
other, the front room being slightly deeper and having a stair- ~ 
case in the southeast corner. The mcintlepiece Ki th moderately- i -f 
raised nouldings and a chair rail sL 66~~t an attempt at elcganc1. 
Notches in the side of the surround of the over-mantle suggest I ~ 
that a second shelf once existed; above this is a dog-eared I c 
surround enframing a plastered panel. A stone arch carries the, n 
chimney brest and a flat arch of brick squares the fireplace I -f 
opening. 

The smaller nocth room has single windows in the east and 
west walls and a door in the north wall. A fireplace on the j 

west wall has a simple mantleshelf over a plain wouden surround 
The fireplace oper:ing is smaller than the one in the south roor;1 
neither opening is of sufficient size to have been used for 
cooking. A chair rail runs around this room. 

The quarter-turned staircase with winders is modern, 
although its proportions suggest th2t it replaces an earlier 
staircase in the sai;1e location. The second floor partitions 
are also recent although evidence for a longitudinal planked 
partition can b~ seen in the ceiling framing. The gable win
dows have been altered by increasing their h'iclth and a second 

! windm·: has been added in the west gable. There were no fire- I 
'I places on the second floor. The walls were pl~stered and a I 

c. }.1air-rail (now covered) ran around the room; the. rail coasistsll 
of a boa.rd \\·i th a be::id on the lower edge antl a mouldin~ along 
"l ·" l' , .. , ,. - .i., ., ''h -, L, ·1 .. "be., ,. 1 ~ ~ ~ "), •1 " P- , ·; •·' ;, ~' ~. 1 
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The roof has been partially destroyed by fire although 

the structural elements remain largely intact. The south 
slope has rafters with sheathing and roofing, all of recent 
construction. The north slope has traditional rafters, 
purlins, and sheathing. The rafters are supported by ridge
pole, plate, and crossbrace; the plate rests on the girts 
that are mortised into the wall plate. Customarily, the 
second plate and girt ends would be boxed to form a cornice, 
although any remains of such an arrangement are destroyed. 

In the cellar, a heavy squared sleeper running longi
tudinally is supported in the middle by posts. The beam is 
notched to receive the rough log floor joists that are 
mortised into the stone foundation along front and rear facades. 
Modern 2 x 8 joists have been inserted between the log joists 
ta support the recent narrow board flooring now found in the 
house. 

North of the timber framed house is a stone house; the 
south wall shows evidence of the two houses having been con
nected by a passage at some past date. The stone house has 
external chimneys of large proportions on either end with a 

projecting stone course forming a cap. Over the doorways and 
windows, wooden lintels serve as relieving members; the sur
rounds are unmoulded and unfaced. The size of the chimnevs 
and presence of the passsage suggest that the stone building 
once served as the kitchen for the frame house. 

For a historical account ot the land transactions creating 
the Mount Pleasant estate, see manuscript by Walter V. Bell, 
"The History of Mount Pleasant." 
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