
ACHS SUHMARY FORM 

1. Name: Harvey White House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 17/28 

4. Address: 20900 ~·Jesterly· Road 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership nrivate 
Public Acquisition __ .....,.N.Z.A.._ ____ __ 
Status occupied 
Accessible n 

--,_;l~--------....... """!""'----~ 
Present use private residence 

3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: '"an 12 
c-4 

Previous Survey Recording lf-1\CPPC 
Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 

Historical Sites 

Federal~State~County~Local~ 

6. :::>ate: c. 1899 7. Original Owner: Harve:.r W'ni te 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. __ __.~~o-o_d _______________ b. ______ a_l_t_e_r __ e_d ________ ~c. _______ o_r_i_·~g-i~n.a_l..._.s_i_t_e ________ ~ 

9. Description: This 1-shaped, two-and-a-half story, five bay by one bay, 
farrr:.house sits back from the road at the end of a stand of maple trees facing 
north. This wooden framed house has white asbestos siding on the north, south 
and east elevations and asbestos siding on the west elevation. The north porch 
has a flat roof supported by six wooden colum.ns. On the east elevation there 
is a tvro story porch. There are one-over-one double-hung windows. On the west 
eleva.tion there is a two story bay window and a one story bay window. The 
cross gable roof has diamond asbestos tiles. 

10. Significance: The Harvey White house is the turn-of-the-century home of a 
prosperous ~fontgomery County farmer. It is associated with the 'Whites, a 
pro~inent up-county family. 

In the early 18th century, much land in what was to become the northwest 
corner of ~fontgomery County was granted to Robert Peter. Part of Peter's land 
became farm:iand centered arurd Poolesville. In 1897 Harve~r White bought 150 
acres of this tract and built this large Colonial Revival farmhouse by 
1900. 

White was part of a new class of prosperous farmers whose good fortune 
was due to improved farming technology and better marketing transportation 
facilities. 

The 1870 Census shows Harvey \<lhite's father Benjamin owning $20,000 in 
real estate, a very significant amount. Thus when Harvey White began farming 
on his own he could afford to build a handsome new house for his family. 

The Whites lived in their house for 50 years. In 1950, at the death of 
Harvey White, the property was sold to real estate dealer Charles Jamison. 
Today the Jamisons still live in their well-maintained farmhouse. 

-• Researcher and date researched: Donald Leavitt 

12. Compiler:Hargaret Coleman 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 

15. Acreage: 153.04 acres 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC Harvey White House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Jamison Farm 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 20900 Westerly Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Poolesville _ VICINITY OF 8 
STATE COUNTY 

}1aryland ~1ontgomery 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC x_occuP1ED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

-Xf3UILDINGIS) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS -_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES· RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

X-NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Charles H. Jamison Telephone #: 349-3262 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

20900 Westerly Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville v1c1N1TY oF 

· IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY oF oEEDS,ETc Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville m REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

STATE , 

Marv land 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

1390 
26 

STATE 

zip code 
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Maryland 208 50 

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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1976 

Park Historian's Office 
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_FEDERAL X.STATE -~OUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 20855 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X..GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x__ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This L-shaped, two-and-a-half story, five bay by one bay farm house 
is in good condition. It sits back from the road behind a stand of maple 
trees facing north. 

Built on Seneca sandstone foundations, this wooden frame house has 
white novelty siding on the north, south, and east elevations and asbestos 
siding on the west elevation. There is a :porch on the north elevation. 
This has wooden flooring and six wooden columns supporting a flat roof. 
Four wooden steps centered on the north elevation lead onto the porch 
and to the north ~front) door. This is a five naneled wooden door flanked 
by diamond- aned sidelights and surmounted by a-three light transom. On 
the east elevation there is a two story porch. At the first level there 
are four turned posts and half the porch is enclosed by novelty siding. 
At the second level half the porch is enclosed and half is open. The open 
section has one free standing turned post and is enclosed by a railing 
• . .,ri th square balusters. There are one-over-one double-hung windows through­
out the house except on the west elevation where there are two-over-two 
windows. Also on the west elevation there is a two story baJ.r window with 
a pedimented gable roof and a one story bay ·window with a shed roof. There 
is one small louvered window on the west gable end, and two small windows 
on the east gable end. The cross gable roof has diamond-shaped asbesto~ 
tiles. There is a semi-circular window in the north cross gable. One 
exterior stove chimney on the west elevation abuts an interior end 
chimney. There is an interior end stove chimney on the south elevation. 
There is a two story south addition with a gable roof lower than that of 
the main house. At the south end of this addition there is an enclosed 
screen porch with a shed roof. 

South of the house is a bank barn. This is a large red frame 
structure built on fieldstone foundations and facing both north and south. 
Four rows of round-headed simulated windows have been painted on to the 
east and west gable ends. The gable roof has corrugated metal covering. 
At the ridge line there are three decorative metal ventilators. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL; HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

XOTHER !SPECIFY! 

Local History 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Harvey White 

The Harvey White house is the turn-of-the-century home of a pros­
perous :fontgomery County farmer. It is associated with the Whites, a 
prominent up-county family. 

In the early 18th century, much land in what was to become the nort~­
west corner of ~fontgomery County was granted to Robert Peter. One such 
2,000 acre tract was called "Resurvey on Part of the '!<'orest" and over suc­
ceeding decades it became a farming area centered around the town of 
Poolesville. The ~:!hi tes becar.J.e a prominent family in the area, and W!-1i te' s 
Ferrv ·.-ras named after one of their members. Thev became nrosnerous farmers 
by the late 19th century with extensive land hoidings. In 1897, 28 year 
o_ld. Ha:vei White bought l50 acres of the old Forest tract from his father 
JenJamin. 

According to t!'le J:ontgomery County tax assessments for 1898 the 
property contained no i~provements. In 1900 ~~ite was assessed over $1,200 
for improvements, a substanial figure. The large Colonial Revival farm 
house had been built, a testimony to 1ilhite's affluence. 

The fortu.."les of up-county farmers had not always been so good, In 
the 1830's and 40's the county suffered a severe depression as a result 
of the land being destroyed by constant tobacco farming and farmers were 
forced to leave the county by the scores. 

From those low times conditions gradually improved. The introduction 
of guano from Peru as a fertilizer helped improve the soil, and later 
chemical fertilizers were used. The railroad and better roads in the 
county helped open new markets for previously isolated farms, and Washing­
ton's large population growth created a huge demand for farm products. 
Emphasis shifted from tobacco to wheat, produce, and cattle and dairy 
products. Farm organizations were formed to promote better methods and 
push for legislation favorable to farmers. All this led to a period of 
time from the 1890's to World War One which has been called "the Golden 
Age of Farming". 

A new class of prosperous farmers such as the Whites was created. 
The 1870 census shows Earvey ~~ite's father Benjamin owning $20,000 in 
real estate, a very significant amount. Thus when Harvey White began 
farming on his own he could afford to build a handsome new house for his 
family. 

The ~fuites lived in their house for 50 years. In 1950, at the death 
f Harvey ~~ite, the property was sold to real estate dealer Charles 

Jamison. Today the Jamisons still live in their well-maintained farm house. 
FOOTNOTE: 
1. Land Records of Montgomery County 1 !id., TD 2/26 (11/5/1897). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECES~ARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Census Records of the United States, 1870. 
Land and Assessment Records of Montgomery County, :fd. 
~facMasterl Richard K., and Ray Eldon Hiebert. A Grateful Remembrance. 

Rockvil ei Md., Montgomery County Government and the Montgomery County 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

lllJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
153.04 acres ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located approximately t mile south of Westerly Road near the town of 
Poolesville. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Candy Reed 

Donald~. Leavitt Architectural Description 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 9/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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~DESCRIPTION 

I CONDITION 

LEXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

Clj.ECK ONE 

..fu NAL 7ERED 

-ALTERED 

LECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

_MOVED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN I PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

OAT.__ __ _ 

This is probably a turn-of-the-century farm that reflects 
the life of a prosperous farmer at tha~ tL~e. The main block 
of the house is a two-story, frame, Colinial Revival building 
that faces north. There are several additional sections of 
varying heights that extend to the south. 

Farm buildings include a fine exa~ple of a frame hay barn, 
on a raised stone foundation. 

(Details of the house are unknown, since it was not seen 
close-up at the time of the survey.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_flMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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. mJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 
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Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
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8787 Georgia Ave. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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