
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Thomas Darby House 

and/or common Eminence Farm 

2. Location 

street & number 15410 Partnership Road. 

city, town Poolesville 

~a~ Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
~ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
2- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
---4- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
~no 

Survey No\-~.17-38 

Magi No • 16 0 3 5 9 5 6 0 4 

DOE __yes no 

congressional district 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publlcatlon 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Nina Vann Jeanes 

street & number 15410 Pc:rtnership Road telephone no. : 

city, town Poolesville state and zip code Maryl and, 2083 7 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 4996 

street & number folio 808 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tltle M-NCPPC Historic SitGs Inventory 

date 1976 _ federal =x= state =x county _ local 

iposltory for survey records M-NCPPC Park Historian's Office 

city, town RocRville state Maryl and 
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(Check One) 

0 Excellent ~ Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 
CONDITION 

I 
(Check One) 

0 Moved i. Orlglnol Site 

(Check One) 

.. Altered 0 Unaltered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. •D ORIGINA.L (Jf linown) PHYSICA.L APPEARANCE 

The house is a large frame structure, the main part being 

of square plan with wings to the west and south. The main 

block has a three-bay facade with the doorway in the south bay. 

The doorway has transom and sidelights. The corners are em-

phasized by large cornerboards. A dentiled frieze carries 

brackets that support the boxed cornice; every fifth bracket 

is larger. At the north end are two interior chimneys. The 

roof is hipped, with a lantern at the apex. The wings have "A" "' 

roofs. The south wing has bracketed cornices and an internal 

end chimney. The west wing has an external chimney with a 

m 
m 

z 
stone base and brick stack; the roof has been raised by the "' 

owners. 

Much of the interior has been restored with new materials. 

Original to the house, however, are the low-pedimented window 

and door heads on the first and second floors. In plan, the 

main block has an end hall and double parlors. The south and 

west rooms also open off the hall. 

In the basement, a lateral summer beam is supported by 

the foundation walls and two intermediate chamfered posts with 

brackets. Joists are cut with tongues that lap over the summer 

and sills. Chimney foundations are stone. 

Behind the house is a log smoke house joined with inverted 

V-notching. The gable ends are board and batten. 

To the south of the house is a carriage house and a bank-

barn, both on stone foundations. 
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~. Significance Survey No. 

.:1'iod 
_ prehistoric 
- 140(}-1499 

- 150(}-1599 
- 160(}-1699 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
___x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 

-- 170(}-1799 _ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
---~ 180(}-1899 _ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
__ 190(}- _ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ Invention _other (specify) 

-,~Ifie dates Builder/ Architect 

r;eck: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

-repare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
·IJpport. 

The Thomas Darby House is significant as a well maintained 
example of Italianate architecture found in rural Montgomery 
County. Features which distinquish this house as an Italianate 
building include: its large square plan, dentiled and bracket­
ed cornice, and a low hipped roof with a lantern protruding 
from the center. This house is very similar to the Joseph Dy­
son House, just down the road (sire #17-57). The house was 
built in 1870 by Thomas D. Darby. Darby's home was built on 
approximately 400 acres of the 11 Partn1rship 11 tract which he 
purchased from Ann Vinson, 1861-1868. Thomas Darby is listed 
in Boyd's, History of Montgomery County, Maryland as a farmer; 
undoubtedly a quite prosperous one. 

The house remained in the Darby family for many years. 
It was passed on to Joseph N. DArby in 1903.3 Darby finally 
sold the farm out of the family in 1964. It was purchased by 
Frances and Carole Kadie.4 Frances died in 1975. Carole held 
on to the property another two years before selling it to the 
present owner, Dr. Nina Vann Jeanes in August of 1977.5 

Also on the property are some noteworthy outbuildings 
including: a bank barn on a high stone foundation, a carriage 
house and a log smoke house. All are in excellent condition. 

1The date is based on the fact that the house appears in 
the tax assesments without improvements in 1869 and with impro­
vements in 1870. 1869, 1870 and 1871 have all been given as 
date ofr the house by various sources. 

2Deed EBP 1/463 & EBP 5/61, Montgomery County Land Records. 
3Deed TD 24/453, 11 II 

4Deed 3304/ 446, 11 II 

5Deed 4996/808, 11 " 



Major Bibliographical References 

Montgomery County Land Records 
Montgomery County Commissioner's Tax Assesment Books. 
Potomac Almanac, History of Potomac, 2nd edition, 1970 . 

.. o. Geographical Data 
. creage of nominated property 3 a l 3 acre s 
'"uadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

. ·i'M References do NOT complete UTM references 

'Li_J I I I I I I I I I 0 W 1~1 _, ___ 11, I I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

oLI.J ~I ~l...._ ......... ~I _I---------
F LU I I ._I ............... _.....__..... __ 
H LLJ I I 

'.'erbal boundary description and justification 

;_ist •II states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

_.tate code county code 

j_ 1. Form Prepared By 

'iame/tltle Catherine Crawford 

:Jrganlzatlon Montgomery County Hist. Pres. Comm.date 2/84 

<:treet & number telephone 

c1tyortown Rockville state Maryl and 

I· 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to~be. found.•in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The.survey and inventory are being prepared~fot' information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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COM'-40N: 

-
CITY OR TOWN: 

STA TE 

CLASSIFICATIO,_.. 

CATEGORY 
(C-.ecl ,,..,r:e; 

Mt·'\P.YLJ\::m HIS'l'OTIICl:.L 'l'RUST WORIZSHEET 

NOMINA'l'Im! FORM 
for the 

HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL Pli.RKS SERVICE 

'Random House Farm 

1 ,10mas Darby House 

Reddick Road 

Poolesville 

Maryland I 
OWNERSHIP 

• ... 

lcouNTY• Montgomery 

STATUS 

! 
I 

ACCESSIBL.E 

TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Di~ ~ Sui lding 0 Public Public Acquisition: 

0 ln Process 

i;I Occupied Yes: 

0 Site D Structure li:l Private 

0 Object D Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Apprq>rlate) 

0 Being Considered 

Unoccu;>ied 0 0 Restricted 

0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

In progre11 0 No 

0 Agricultural 0 Tran1porlotion 0 Comment1 

[l Commercial 0 Other (Specif,-) l 
0 Ent•rtainment 

0 Educational ~ 

R. Kadie 

L .. _ 
J%~n£~T7;:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ I AND NUMIOER: 

t " ---:- ... -- 1 
j 
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COND::l~' bcel!e~t Ll Good :=] Fo;, [J((;;;_·;~d _ __:_ __ -;--_: -;-~'l_-~•"o~J,·d 

(Ch&ck On~) I 1 .._ r :;,cK Or.e_.r 

~ A 1tere-i C Unolt•red I [~ l,fov•G \:.,} O";onol ';.te 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> ... o ORIGINAL (lf known) f=-HVSIC A.L. A.PPF.ARANCE 

The house is a large frame structure, the main part being 

of square plan with wings to the west and south. The main 

block has a three-bay facade with the doorway in the south bay. 

The doorway has transom and sidelights. The corners are em-

phasized by large cornerboards. A dentiled frieze carries 

brackets that support the boxed cornice; every fifth bracket 

is larger. At the north end are two interior chimneys. The 

roof is hipped, with a lantern at the apex. The wings have "A" ~ 

roofs. The south wing has bracketed cornices and an internal 

end chimney. The west wing has an external chimney with a 

stone base and brick stack; the roof has been raised by the 

owners. 

Much of the interior has been restored with new materials. 

m 
m 

z 

n 
Original to the house, however, are the low-pedimented window ~ 

and door heads on the first and second floors. In plan, the 

main block has an end hall and double parlors. The south and 

west rooms also open off the hall. 

In the basement, a lateral summer beam is supported by 

the foundation walls and two intermediate chamfered posts with 

brackets. Joists are cut with tongues that lap over the suraiuerl 

and sills. Chimney foundations are stone. 

Behind the house is a log smoke house joined with inverted· 

V-notching. The gable ends are board and batten. 

To the south of the house is a carriage house 

I b i':n, both on s b'k f O<ma_c_a_t_i_o_n_s_. __________ , 
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16th c~ntu•y 

17•h Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (lf Applicable end Known) /;:< 7 I 
AREA.S OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Ab0< iginal 0 Ed;.icati on 

0 Prehist0<ic 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Co11ufterc• 0 Literoture 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATE~ltNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
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18tf: Ce~fvry 

19th Cenlu•y 

Poiitic.;l 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itorian 

Theater 

Tronsportation 

0 Urb<1n Planning 

0 Other (Sp&clly) 
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1 'I. ~.~~,JOR tiBLIO~!.:A?HiCJ,L RErErE..,:CES • -r -

-·. --
• .c;Enr.ti.LJ.>rHr&t :!.!.TA 

1- ---
I~ . LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDl ...... TES -· ~ ...,_,") L.ON~ITUOE COORDINATES 

• ' ·.NGL.E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF' A PROPERTY 

1-- - R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

COfi NE.R .LATITUDE L.ONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
~-

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S.co.,ds 
NW 

. 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE . 0 . 
SE <> . 0 . . 
<:w 0 . 0 . 

APPROX1MATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY, 

A. ~ - Justification: 

I 

j 

I 
;L.!ST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIE! 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA TE· COUNTY: 

STATE COUNTY: 

I 
STATE: COUNTY: 

----
~FORMPR:?ARE~D:._:;B~Y--------~----~-----~ -- j .... ~ ,. .... : -

·christopher Owens, Park Historian 

~'oR~-~~~~~!1N~C_P_P_c __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'--
0

_;_T_ED_e_c~_7_3~~-1 
- EE r AND NUM6ER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
STATE 

pring 

L:iai son Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

"cance of this 
National O State 0 

~~-------

property 
Local O 

is: 
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NAME nblYM ;; , IA4i!fiY /11JtlS£. 

LOCATION J!ob1CK. A:/. ~~sV/tte; Ne/. 

FACADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN /2(3/73 ,t(_,l)a;y€.,L 





NAME ~s ~. lJfiRIJ~ /,6vs£ 

LOCATION ~l>t<!/C_ ,/?d. ,,<J~R'/C.~ ,M:i' 
/ 

FACADE 5£ 

PHOTO TAKEN !z/3/73 ~.})(4.)y,u_ 





NAME /AbN~ /). ZJ/J~LJY Ah~s£- ( ,e/JL>/e) 

LOCATION ~/)/C,C. u. ~oous V/U.C., kcL 
FACADE S 

PHOTO TAKEN !Z./3/73 l'f1'l>t41Y~ 





NAME /lloNAS l>. l>~,,&Jf' /;hvs£ 

LOCATION Ltl>lJICL .Rd ~~Jr/~ ~ 

FACADE /ie/1N/Ak9 ~ cu,Poc,;tf 

PHOTO TAKEN IZ-/3/73 /t-l;l,(Jya_. 





FACADE ~11d. /1--trt1.e S Stele 
/ 

PHOTO TAKEN Jz/3/ 73 

if . lJtv Y£1!--

/11/ /',1111dt:JWS 1/l 

/rt:Jetse. ltave f-1,tese. 

~~~s. 





NAME T/*WIJS l>. l>/J/28y /!hlls£ 

LOCATION ft/>Z,!Ck:.. lkf /~//It.~~ ~ 

FACADE j..~1,.;G ue.s-r-
PHOTO TAKEN a/.3/7.3 ,H. /)(J)}'e.e.. 





::tt n -~ '8' 
NAME T~l1S }). 'lJ/J£JJy' /Iott.st.- !Wiil~ B~~AI "- 01.ll//lt7£ /lha.s£ 

LOCATION ,&J>ZJ/a. ,iJd /Juoc.esV/u:.£ ;l't'o(. • 

FACADE N 
PHOTO TAKEN !Z-/3/73 ;t.t>wY61!-





NAMt. /Jlc,4('9$ j), l>#,i?Af ,l/()ll.S£ - ,B/)NK-~ 

LOCATION ~€LJ'l>ltK- Rel. /)c~ESV/u& Na( ; 

FACADE Ai 

PHOTO TAKEN rz/3/73 ~ · ?J(t()Y~ 





NAME Tlb/flls {) , l>.-?~Y /J6t1d'£ - ~ Sha1!£/1'1H.s£. 

LOCATION ~t.1>1J1CC- ~ ~~P'/Uc #d 
./ 

FACADE Sc 

PHOTO TAKEN tz/3/7 3 h. lJaJ YE.L 


