
M: 17-40 
ACHS SU11MARY FORM 

1. Name Dawson House 

Planning Area/Site Number 17 /40 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 13 
A-9 

4. Address Sugarland Road, Seneca 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition~~l~~~A...-~~~~~-
Status unoccupied 
Accessible no Present us-e-=o=t-h_e_r__,(~v-a_c_a_n_t~)...-~~~~~-

Previous Survey Recording 14-NCPPC Federal __ State __ County...x_Local __ 
P~storic Sites Survey 1976 

6. Date 1808 7. Original Owner Robert Doyne Dawson 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. Ruins c. Original Site 

b. Unaltered 

9. Description: This five bay, two and a half story seneca sandstone house is 
in ruins. It faces north on Sugarland Road. Constructed of uncoursed sand-
- tone with corner quoins, the windows, do~ ·~s, and gable roof have been removed • 

. ie window and door openings have stone sills and lintels. Two small windows 
flank the interior east and west gable end chimneys. 

~O. Significance: This handsome shell of a building has been continuously in 
the possession of one family since ·its erection in 1808. Captain Robert Doyne 
Dawson,· a veteran of the· Revolutionary War, built the house and enlarged upon 
his estate until he owned some 775 acres in the area around Dry Seneca Creek. 

· w~en he died in 1824, his lands were divided among his four sons, George, 
Benoni, Thomas, and Joseph who continued to farm the land and to engage in 
milling. One of them was active in government~ George Washington Dawson 
represented the area in the State legislature, and held the offices of trustee 
of pu~lic schools, trustee of the poor, Justice, collector of taxes for the 
5th district and Stat'e assessor for !·1ontgomery County. 

By 1875 a new house had been constructed north of the "Dawson House" 
for Frederick A. Dawson, son of Dr. Benoni Dawson. Frederick and his sisters 
deeded their land to their nephew, Lewis P. Allnutt, in 1910 and the property 
has remained in the Allnutt line of the Dawson family since. 

11. Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 Hark Walston 
Candy Reed -Architectural Description 

1~ Jompiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 12/78 14. Designation 

15. Acreage: 102.5 acres 
Approval_ 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
H: 17/40 
MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Dawson House 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREiT~~~~BER Sugarland Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Seneca _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

LBUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X...PRIVATE XuNoccuP1rn 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTR1c;::D 

X.NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Lewis P. Allnutt III 
STREET & NUMBER 

15200 Sugarland Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. Montgomery County Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

m REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Hontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

J/(irnER Vacant 

Telephone #: 869-1687 

Maryland_. 20837 
STATE 1 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

zip code 

4602 
74 

Maryland 

~-NCPPC Inventory of F~storical Sites 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

1976 

Park Historian's Office 

Rockville 

_FEDERAL X-sTATE XcouNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 20855 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

4-_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X...uNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x_ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This five bay, two and a half story, house is in ruins. It faces 
north on Sugarland Road. 

Built on stone foundations, this house is constructed of uncoursed 
Seneca sandstone with corner quoins. The windows and doors have been 
removed as has the gable roof. These openings all had stone lintels at 
one time, although many are missing now. The interior end chimneys, 
with brick stacks, are visible at the east and west gable ends. There 
are two small windows at the gable ends flanking the chimney. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

- 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_1500-1599 XAGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING 

_]'.; 800- 1 899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATIONISETTLEM ENT 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_pQ LITI CSiGOVE R NM ENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1808 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER iSPECIFYI 

This building, and the surrounding property, has been continuously 
in the possession of one family since the house's erection. Captain 
Robert Doyne Dawson, veteran of the Revolutionary ';Jar, is credited ·.'lith 
its construction in the year 1808. The house is situated on parts of 
11 Cole 's Choice 11

, 
11 Addi tion to Cole's Choice'', ?!Long Looked For Come At 

Last 11 ayd !!Tunis' Purchase 11
, obtained by Captain Dawson from ':iilliam C. 

Dawson. (Although the deed of conveyance is dated October 18, 1810, 
this does not preclude the possibility of an earlier date of ownership, 
nor does it refute the inscribed date stone upon the building.) The 
acreage i:ms expanded upon, through purchases and inheritance, unti}. Robert 
D. Dawson had accumulated some 775 acres in the area of Dry Seneca Creek. 
Family tradition claims that Robert Doyne Dawson never lived in the house. 
No substantive evidence has been uncovered to either corroborate or 
discredi~ this situation. 

Capt. Dawson died on August 13, 1824. His various heirs-at-law then 
petitioned the courts for an equitable division of the lands. Ruling 
that 11 

••• the relative situation of the wood to the cleared ground and im­
provements makes it impossible to divide (the) land into more than three 
parts'~ the court-appointed commissioners proceeded to partition the pro­
perty into four lots, being 

- The Widow's Dower (to Henrietta Dawson), 
103 acres of ''Conclusion 11 and 11 Long Looked For .• 11 

- Lot 1, 149 acres of ''Conclusion 11
, Long Looked 

For ..• ?1 and 11Tunis' Purchase?! 

- Lot 2, 149 acres of 11Tunis 1 Purc_hase 11
, Long Looked 

For ... 11
, "Addition to Partnership 11

, 
11 Cole 1 s Choice 11

, 

and nAddition to Cole's Choice 11 

(These three lots were contiguous to each other, and formed the lands 
immediately surrounding the house.) 

- Lot 3, lying in two separate pieces; 
a) 178 acres of "Mother 1 s Delight", "Addition 

to Mother's Delight" and "Fair Prospect 11 

b) 198.5 acres of "The Resurvey on Silome" 

(Lot 3 lies separate from the above. Lot 3a is the property inherited 
by Robert D. Dawson from his father, Thomas Dawson, and contains the fami:zy 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY burial ground of Thomas Dawson 
and his descendants.)2 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Montgomery County Land Records 
Montgomery County Equity Records, and Orphan's Court Records 
Original Records Book, Montgomery County Historical Society 
Sween, Jane C., History of Dawsonville and Seneca. Unpublished, held at 

MCHS. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 102. 5 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Mark Walston 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Candy Reed -Architectural DescripUOil 

1978 
DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 

PS· 1108 



Continuation Sheet A 
M: 

DAWSON HOUSE 

Be~innin~ in 1830 1 Thomas Dawson of Robert, son 
r-l"" '1ob~rt Dt")•rne D~wsor. 1 be.~an accumula.tin~ the ot::-:er heirs' 
inte:i-e"!ts in their father's land, [3] He eventually sold 

17 /40 

of':':' Lot 3 _1 n 1835 (re~el"'vinp: tl:':e r:!.ght to the fE!.mil~r grnve­
.,~pd) 1 and ·::as thu~ :ert in nossession of Lots 1 e.nd 2 
(includin~ the widow'~ d~wer),bein~ the land on which the sub­
~ect buildin~ is loc~ted, 

Tho~~s Daw~t")n of ~ died on A~ril 15 1 1852 1 and by 
hi~ l~st will ~nd testament, be~ueathed the ~ro~erty to 
his jrother Jo~eph :J, Dawson, who h~d ~een the inclied 
co-owner of the ~roncrtv during Thomas Dawson's lifetime, [~] 
:Io•·1ever, n.s Jose"h Daw':!on c;tates in his •:!111 1 comrHrned on 
:Jove-,ber 15 1 13Gl; 1 

,,,this devise and be~ue~t tho' absolute 
en it~ face and without condition in its 
terns wa~ unon the trust and confidence that I 
~ould oonveu to ny b~~ther neor~e ~. Jawson to 
~hen nv c;~id brother Thom~s Jawson wns lar~ely 

indebted, a:: that ~~rt o~ a tr~ot desi~nated 
as :Set ~!e, l, centairii_nr: ab ·.it 200 a.cres,,, 
and that bv sone ""it instrunent I would ccnvev 
to the c}>i'.'..c~:re~ of' r"N brother :)r, :Jenoni :Ca.wson 1 

latelv deceased, ~ll the rest and residue ~ 
sa.id let :Jo, 1 11nd the ~'' ole 07' Lot ::o, 2," 
t~e l~n~~ so te be cenveved to the c~ildr~n cf ~y 
b~othe~ 3en~ni ~~wson te re~~in in rny occu~ancy 

and ,.,ossession durin~ the ter~ o~ rny na.tural 
11~e ~nd te come into the occu~anoy and ~oss­
ession of my s~id b~et~er's children ~t rny 
decease, [5] 

~hus it a.nnears that ~hile the various er~snrin~ of Robert 
Doyne D~ws0n h~d ve~ted their interest in t~e ~ro~ert? 
te ~~enas Dawso~J there exist~d ~n unwritten ngree~ent 
~r c~-ownershi~ ~m""n~ the ~everel Ja.wsen b~e~~ers, ?his 
s5_tuq,ttr1n is re!terR.ted b~' a. ">assaq:e c•rritten b~r r:eor~e 
"·!, D~wson en rebruarv 13 1 1871 1 in which he states that 

,\,~er ne~rlv forty 7eBrs be~ore the deat~ of 
"1:1 brother :1e-;enh [t>t.roun(, the ~1e~tr 1SC9] ';le :ived 
te.1'.".ethel" ~e .. ntly en"'."'~ed i11 ""n!'r::inp: and nillil"lg, 
iii!"l del"l.th terminri.ted our ~al"'tners'.1i'."' 1 n.nd ctm1illins 
.l\t th:t"ee 5cere ar.d ter: to er"inmence ~s ~ t "Tere the 
1·•e'."'ld !l.ne;.r 1 I seJ.d my .f'.q.rr:: to nw ne!'he·,; [rr'ederic~c 
A, D~~:son] ~nrl make :'11'' hor.e ·:r'Lth hin, [6] 

Geer'~e W~shin~ton D~wson wA~ be!"n in 1799 1 and, 
1-tke man•1 ef the D'lw~or. hrl"lthe::"s, never :":"113.rried, i!e: 
re~re~ented the ar'e~ in the State le~~slature ~nd ~eld the 
effioe~ o~ tru~tee e~ ~ublic sehools 1 trustee of the poor 1 



Continuation Sheet B M: 17/40 

DAWSON HOUSE 

Justice, collector ~~ taxe~ for the 5th diRt:rict and Sta~e 
~sses~t"'lr T'o:r ;·onto;,,Merv Countv, [7] 

-

::iredertck A, Da"'s~n, c;e:n t'Jf Dr, 3ent'Jni Dawson 1 next 
took ~t'Jssession of the farmstead, livin~ with his uncle 
until the denth or Geo~~~ ~, Dawson in 1075, By this 
tine, ~oweve:r, n new house had been constructed upon the 
.,,ro.,,~rt·,, no!'t!! of the sub:" ect bui ldinf"' 1 a"id it was this 
struoture that w~s ocou~ied by ~rederick Dawson, (~resunably 
the elder D~wson house continued to be occu.,,ied,) ?he 
bachelor· Dewson lived with his sisters Susan ~nd Ade:aide 
Dnws~n, to whom, bein~ indebted for the sul':i of $8 1 000 1 

he conveved on A~ril 10 1 1900, a ~a~t~ai interest in the 
,.,ro.,,·~rt•, which l:e ".,,urch;;._ged from the heirs of the late 
Benoni Dawson and G~or~e W, Dawson'', [8] However, bv his 
will, ~rederick A, Daw~on devised all his interest in 
the ,.,~o.,,ertv to his ne.,,hew Lewis 0 , Allnutt, and he desired 
that his sisters '',,,who own the other interests in,., 
the land will at their decea.se ~ive the sa.me to our neehew 
Le~i~, whom we h~ve raised ~s our child,'' [9] Fredel"'i~k 
Daw~on d~ed in 1907J his ~ister Susan Daws~n in 19031 
~nd Adelaide D~wson in 1910, And, on December 20, 
1910, the various Dawson heirs combined to convey the 
unde·r~.:sed 'l")f"lrtion of Frederick A, Dawson's land holdings 
to Lewis P, Allnutt, [10] The pro~erty has remained in 
the Allnutt line or the Da.wson family since, 

~~OTr:S 
T; Deed '.' /168 1 r,·,,ntP:o;'le,_...,, Countv Land Records 
2, Judgment BS 1/433, ~ont~nmery Count Equitv Records 

'.Till D/1;34, i!ontp;omer''' Count'' Or:pha.n's Court Records 
Deed BS 7/L!03, I'Ionti;i:one':v Countv Land Records 

3, Deeds BS 4/163,212,279,42J,522 1 ifont,Co, Land REicords 
4, ·Jill ~·lTofR 2/31, PontP:omery Co <nt:' Or!")han' s Court Recore.ls 

·.:ort ~acse SS 10/333 1 r:ont P.;0"1e~v Count'' LA.nd Re cords 
5, ~1111 JWS 1/295, Mont~omerv County Orpha.n's Court Recrods 
6, :::luoted in J.C.Sween, History of Dawsonville and Seneca. 1 p, 47 
7, ibid;, lee, cit, , Ori r;inal Re cords Book, f·Iont", Co, 1Ii~Society 
3, Deed l'ro3j'j, ~Tont~l"l er•r Countv Land Records 
9, '·Till HCA 41428, :.1ontP"''r1e'"''' County Orr:ihan's Coul"'t Records 

10, De~d 145/223, ~ont~o~ery County Land Records 
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MARYLAND HISTORICP.J, TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COM ... 01'1: 

ANOIOR ... ISTORIC: 

Robert Dawson House 
!?. LOCATION 

STREET ANC NUMBER: 

Sugarland Road 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Poolesville 
STATE 

Maryland 
13. CLASSIFICATIO!i 

CATEGORY 
(Chec:lr One) 

0 Di1trict jl(Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public: 

~Private 
0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public: Acquisition: 

0 In Proce11 

0 Being Con1idered 

PRESENT USE (Cliec:k One or More ea Appraprlate) - -· 
0 Agricultural 0 Govern"'9nt 0 Park 

. 
0 Commercial 0 ln<lustrial 0 Private Re1idence 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religiou1 

CJ Ent•rtoinment 0 Mu••urn 0 Scientific 

0 

... · i . 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yeo: 
0 Rutricted iJI" Unoccupied 

0 Preurvation work 0 UnrHtricted 

In progre11 ~ No 

Trantportation 0 Can>m<1nt1 

1("'0ther <_Sp.c:lty) 

Ruins 

.· 

:z '~·4~· ..... o~w~·N~t~-R..:.,..;O~F __ P_R~O_P_E~R_T~Y------~----~·--~----~------~~~~~~~--~~~~~--~-~~:..-..j 
l6

"NER's N~:~is Allnutt 
w 
w 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Suqarland Road 
V\ Cl TV OR TOWN: 

I 
Montgomery County Courthouse 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

c1Tv OR To;~~kvi lle I suT;1ary land 

~-:fT-;=;i~t~l;-::e=--.!R~es:.-c!:.f~e~r~e"-!n:.!.:c'::::.s_e~o!...:!f~C=-u.!:!£r-fr;J.e<..1nl.tL!:!D:se~e~dL..1..f( B.Qok & Pa • ~ ) ; 
16• Rf PRESENTATION tN EX!SilNG SURVEYS 

Tl"TLC OF SU~VEY: 

l 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
DATE: OF suR,,EY· _, Feduol --:L':=_1--=-S-to-t•---=o=-c~ou_n_1_1 ___ 0 ___ L_o_c_a_I _____ ~ 
lcv · 1936 '""" I os1T0Rv FOR~s~u~Rc~v~c~-v-:-':'R~E~C~O-R_o_s·-,------""'--·~---------------_;::::__ _____ --l 

~ Ti brary of Congress 
: 1 -"'Ci:T ANC>f'IUMet.EP: 

I 
rz,;-r;.;-;;-0 ~R,T~o~t~e~.~I'~j~rr.•~t;_£S~tl;.J;;r~G~0~t;.._,SSJ::E:..---------r-:-------

. ITATE: 
---~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~ 

-----------.-

_/ 1 

PS - 709 
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I 

rr.J...-:-. - L=2 0 o.,~,io_:i~n• [] ·Un•~poud 
1ne) (Check One) 

0 Uncl,.red 0 Moved O.iginol Si,. 

r··~ >HE PR<OEH> > •o O•<G•H•c ("mo~)"""'"" ....... H« 

Ti_ i_s a ruined, two story structure with a 

..... r • ·north} facade. The doorway is in the 

~ter Lay. At either end are flush gable, brick 

chimneys .. The building is laid up in uncoursed sandstone 

w~Ll1 cut quioining blocks. The door and window heads 

on the first floor are segmentally arched and on the 

se~ond floor, flat arched. They are made up of cut 

sandstone blocks. 

The bankbarn, across the road from the house, was 

built in .J..877. It measures 40' x 60'. 
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S•GHlflCMICE l --
PERIOD (Check 0:1e or Mere•• Approprl11t.,,) 

0 Pre-Col....,bion 0 16th Ce.,tury 0 le th Century 0 20th Century 

0 15th C•nlu•y 0 17th C•ntury :.iB 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISJ (1( Appl/cable •nd Known) is:rn~ 

A.R£AS OF SIGN 1IFICANCE (Checlr One or More • • Apptoprl•t•) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 P,..hiatoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Sped ty) 

0 Historic 0 Industry loaophy 

0 Agricultvrw 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 "" ArchitectuN 0 Social/Human-

0 c-m ... ce 0 Literature itorian 

0 Communicati ona 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conaervation 0 Music 0 Trans portotion 
~ 

STATEMENT OF Sl<ONIFICAHCE 
.J: 

i 
l 
~ 
$ 

""' 
'. .. The house was built by Robert Doring Dawson. 

"' : ' There was a log house, older than the stone house, 

"' 
.J 

across the road; it was torn down some years ago. .. 
% J It was two stories with external chinu1eys. .... 

J 
-c : 
;t? 

~ 

c:.: 
"' (') 
t 
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" , .. 
" .~ 

I 
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M". n-~o 
'9. µ.AJOP. BIBLIOGRAPHJ.CAL REFE~ENCES .. ~~-

-~ 

. 

. 
f 10. CEOGRAPHICAL DATA - ·- -- - - . -

·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES LA Tl TUOE AND LONG! TUDE COOR DIN A TES 

OEFININ'9 A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CE.. .. TER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER •LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco..cls Degrees Minutes S.e=•h 
NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
I 

: 
I 

I 

-rn. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl TL E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
OR~ANIZATION 

!DATE 

M-NCPPC : 20 May 74 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

I 8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TO\...,N: 

'STATE I Silver Sorinq Marv land I 
~J State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

~ 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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R D~wson House (Allnut~: 17-40 
G.M. Hopk' House) ins Atlas, 
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NAME "'P~i..OSt> t0 ~52.. 
LOCATION 'b\JJ'.\~~~~ 
FACADE t-.)W 
PHOTO TAKEN s/::i..o/'> ~ 

(¥\, ~4'"" . 
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