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This two story, frame house replaced an earlier, one story log 
house and was representative of the larger frame houses built by 
Black landowners in Montgomery County near the turn of the century. 
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Tilghman Lee says that this house was located on the north 
side of Sugarland Lane at the end of a farm lane that led from 
the road. It was frame, had two rooms down and two uo. Its facade 
faced the west and had a door and a window. On t>.e north gable end 
was another door that led to the outside and the outbuildings 
beyond the house. In the back length (east) there were two windows, 
one for each room. There was no opening in the south gable end. 
The two rooms were used as the living room and kitchen downstairs, 
as was typical, and the upstairs had two bedrooms. A brick stove 
flue for wood stoves ascended through the middle of the house 
and servP0 ~he stoves in each room downstairs. 

Lee adds that this frame house may have been built after 
an earlier log house, that would have been built when Adams 
purchased the property in 1884. 

He also described John Adams as perhaps having been born 
during slavery, but he did not grow up under slavery like his 
father, Samuel Lee, Joe Curtis, William Taylor and others. 

Notes Interview with Tilghman Lee 

sugar.Land tane · 
Poolesville Vicinity 
JOl-972-8454 
July, 1978 
By George McDaniel 
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This two story, frame house that Adam s built after the earlier log 
house was representative of those built by Black landowners in Montgomery 
County near the turn of the century. The transition in housing that 
Tilghman Lee describes for this site exemplies the changes in that 
period after the Civil War as Blacks acquired land. 

Tne U.S. Census of 1880 for Montgomery County lists John Adams 
(age 36, therefore born in 1844) with wife Julia (born in 1845). Their 
children are: 

Basil (age 15), (work on farm, occupation). 
John Quincy, 8] 
Florence, 4 at home 
William, 2 

dams' occupation is given as 11 work on farm". His birthplace was 
Kentucky, and his wife Julia was from Maryland. Tilgham Lee confirms 
that Adams' first wife was named Julia, and he adds that he had a second 
wife named Annie. 

According to deed JA 36/395, John Adams purchased this tract from 
Augustus Webb in 1884. The tract consisted of 18 acres, and the present 
tract owned by the Sykes (the current o~ners) is only 2.46 acres of that 
larger farm owned by Adams. His holding was one of the largest of the 
Black landovmers in Sugarland. 
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