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Curtis House 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

C. 1870's 

This small, one story log house contained two rooms downstairs, 
and was one of the first houses built in the Sugarland community, a 
community of Black landowners. It was constructed by Joe Curtis, one 
of the "slavery - time people", according to oral tradition. Unlike 
many log houses of that time in more iBolated regions of Maryland and 
the South, this one had plank floors, glass ~ndows, wood stoves--some 
of the mass-produced conveniences of the ind$utrial age in the 19th 
century. ' 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Joe Curtis LO(jl Honse {Site} 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Sugarland Lane 
CITY, rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Poolesville x VICINITY OF (Sugarland) 3 
STATE Y:d. 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGISI 

YSTRUCTURE 

l\SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

)\.PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Ned. B. and C.L. Curtis 
STREET & NUMBER 

11206 Newport Mill Rd. 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

-l(uNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE x YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CITY. TOWN 

'"ensington _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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r..:ontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Forest 

_TRANSPORTATION 

XoTHER 

Telephone #: 949-4816 

STATE , zip code 
r.-:a. 

Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC County ~ourthouse, La~d dFolio #: ,. Recor s 

2965 
4816 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Rockville 

STATE 

r.:d. 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN 

None 
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II DESCRIPTION M:n-~1-lC 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~NEXPOSED 

-UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.loRIGINAL SITE 
-GOOD 

_FAIR 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is no longer standing, but Tilghman Lee 
whose property is adjacent, remeinbers it well: 

It was a one story log house, rectangular in form, and 
resembled the Dorsey house on the tract of land to the north. 
Its facade was oriented toward the east, toward Sugarland 
Lane. It contained a door near the center and a window to the 
west. The northern gable end held a door too. The log walls 
were supported by stones set into a footing trench. Lee recalls 
that if footings were not used for these houses, then they 
were simply set up on upright stones at the four corners and 
midpoint. The log walls themselves were bare, as they were 
on all the log houses originally,but were whitewashed outside 
and inside. 

There was no frame shed added on to the back of this house, 
as on the Dorsey's house. There was no fireplace1 a wood stove 
was used. Lee remembers that there was no stove flue or 
chimney, instead a clay stove pipe ascended through the middle 
of the roof. Probably only one wood stove was used to heat 
both rooms. There were plank f'mors in each roo;n. L~e knew 
of no houses that had earthern floors in this community. 
Lee had heard of houses with dirt floors, but had never seen 
one. There was a wood shingled roof. Lee remembers that tin 
was first used on barns and outbuildings and later they began 
putting tin roofs on houses. Lee remembers the days of wood 
shingle barns, being about 17 when they began putting tin on 
barns J(c. 1910) He was about two or three years older when 
they began applying the tin to houses (c. 1912-1913). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
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_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
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_ENGINEERING 
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-LAW 
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_MILITARY 

-MUSIC 
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-RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 
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_TRANSPORTATION 

....'.:OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC OATES c. 1no's BUILDER/ARCHITECT,]\, c 
g fe.LT If Anp /1#.1(,,Hlo&.t 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

There is no deed for this property to show when the 
Curtis purchased it, nor from whom. Presumably it was 
purchased from the Webb family, like most other Sugarland 
landowners. According to Lee, this house was the home of 
Joe Curtis, one of the oldestof the "slave-time people", 
and his house was reputed to have been among the first built. 
At one-time, Lee recalls, Sugarland was known as "Curtisville" 
after the Curtis family since they were among the first, if 
not the first, to set~le this community. 

The smaller design of this house is more in keeping with 
the smaller log houses of slaves, and this house therefore 
stands as one of the beginning points for the history of 
housing in Sugarland. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Oral Interviews: Tilghman Lee, Sugarland community, June-July, 1978 
Land Records, Nontgomery County Courthouse 

CONTINUE ON SEPAR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

----------------------------------------STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Gear~e '.'!, FcDanj el , Snrveyor ''.fesl e:y S+nhbs, Research Assi.staRt 
DATE 

STREET &UMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

TELEP NE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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SUGARLAND COYMUNITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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