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John H. Diggs' House 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c, 1879 

This s~all, one story log house with two rooms (one down and 
one up ) was fairly representative of the houses built by Black settlers 
ir:1nediately after "!)Urchase of t~".eir land after emancipation. '.I'hough 
its walls were not covered vii th weatherboards, its a:,pearance was 1;;:ept 
attractive lJy wh;_tewashing the walls inside and out every year. 
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_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 
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_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

X-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 
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20003 
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'T "'one 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

X..UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

)f-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE, __ _ 

_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tilghman Lee says that the Diggs' dwelling was a log house 
with one room down and one up. The facade contained one door 
and a window with double hung sash with 6 x5 panes. Like the 
other log and frame houses in Sugarland, this house did not have 
weoden shutters like the log houses contemporary to it in southern 
Maryland. All houses had glass windows. Its bare log walls were 
whitewashed inside and out. It was warmed by a wood stove. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC ___ARCHECJLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 -.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
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_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QTHER 1SPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1879 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house was fairly representative of log houses of slaves 
and of the first homes built by Black settlers after they purchased 
land. Like white settlers elsewhere, they built log dwellings, 
then added frame rooms to them or completely replaced them With 
frame houses. This house remained for many years until it was 
demolished, probably in the second quarter of the 20th century. 
Though the house was not covered with weatherboards, its appearance 
was kept attractive by whitewashing each year, according to Tilghman 
Lee. 

John Henry Diggs, Jr. was listed in 1900 u.s. census for 
::ontgornery County as a servant of Elnily D. Allnutt. He was born 
in 1885 and was the son of John Henry Diggs, Sr. the ovmer of this 
house, according to Lee. Lee recalls that Diggs, Sr. had another 
son named Charles. 

No descendants are ~~novm to remain, nor have family photographs 
been located. 

Deed EBP/ 23/110 sl:.ows that John Henry Diggs purchased this 
tract fron Jane Pleasants in 1879. It consisted of 4 acres. 

According to ='ilghman Lee, John and r-:elia Diggs 1 children were 
Arthur, Calip, and John. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1900 U.S. Census 

vt·.11-Y1-ll 

Land He cords of 1-:ontgomery County, :fd., EBP 23/110; 322/4-04. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

l'c Danj el , Snrveyor :·resl ey Stubbs, Research Assistant 

STREET &°NUMBER 

Dj ckerson 

DATE 

TELE ONE 

STo\TE 

1-laryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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