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Dorsey ::rouse 
Poolesv-i_lle Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1874 

Th~i_s srr:all, two roor::, one story log house was built 1::" t~1e for:ner 
slave, Basil Dorsey. It was a.r::on:; the s1~allest !louses built by the 
Blac': landowners in Sugarland, but it still was constructed with a 
wood stove and glass windows instead of a fireplace and wooden shutters 
as were many log houses of Blac',: landowners of that era in Southern 
i-".aryland. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Basil Dorsey's Log House (Site) 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

'./~st 3ide of Sugarland Lane 

CITY. rowN .x VICINITY OF 

STATE 
1'1aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

X-· "ITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

..XPRIVATE ~UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Perrv and Doris Crotts 

STREET & NUMBER 

12100 Grandview Avenue 

CITY. TOWN 

Silver Spring _ v1c1N1TY0F 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Courthouse-land records 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

liJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

J 
co~Jl,.tgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

X-OTHER 

Forest 

942-2996 

STATE I zip code 

~~aryland 

Liber #: 46 315 

Folio #: 
797 

STATE 

·1aryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

:;;._UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

:;_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

};__ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tilghman Lee remembers the house as follows: 
This was a one story log house with a low attic (for 

storage,not sleeping quarters, even for children). Its facade 
contained two bays, a front door off to one side and a window 
with a double hung sash containing six panes in each sash. 
There was a wood shingled, gable roof. There was a wood stove 
served by a brick flue or possibly stone. There was no 
fireplace. In plan, there were two rooms downstairs, and the 
"upstairs" was only the attic which was very low. You had to 
stoop down to walk around up there. The frame shed added on 
to the back length contained two rooms, a kitchen and possibly 
a bedroom with the front rooms of the main block possibly being 
used as a sitting room and bedroom after the addition. 

Note: Interview ~ith Tilgh~an Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicinity 
301-'.372-8454 
By George McDaniel 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
.PREHfSTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

.X1800-1 899 

_1900-

-ARCHECJLCJGY-PRE HISTORIC 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTUR~ 

JCARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA TION/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

~SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

k-OTHER !SPECIFY) 

:3lac1
: nistory 

SPECIFIC DATES 
c 187 

BUILDER/ARCH ITEC.T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This loc dwelLLng is an exa1:iple of the first and s1L.all :'.1ouse.:-
1Juil tat SucarlanC: a::d at ot11er 1::-ilac': ls.:;_dou~1in~ con::-:u:1j_ties ii: 
:.o:!to;11i:;ery County and .Southeri1 ::aryland after euancipation. It is 
sicnificant that - - though it was small, like the Southerr. ::aryland 
loc: 1'.ouses of this era - - it v1as built for a wood stove and with 
double hun~ sash v:indows. The frane addition on the log block is 
in '·:eeping with housing trends in the rest of rural ::aryland. 

According to ='ilg:1:man Lee, Basil Dorsey was probably horn 
duririt; slavery and was -i::ierhaps a child at the time of emancipation. 
Due to tir:e lini tations of this preli1r.inary survey, Basil Dorsey v1as 
not researched in t~e u.s. census. 

On the tax ~a~s, C~53-P40 a~d P42 are adjacent ar:.d Tiere the 
tracts t':-lat connrised the nrouerty of the Dorsey family. 

In 1874~ Au::;usts '}ebb·- et. ux. conveyed to r:ancy Dorsey (wife 
of Basil Dorsey) a tract of land (EBP 14/59), but the acreage was not 
giver:.. But when C.853-P40 was sold in 1975, its two acres were identi
fied as "being part of the land conveyed by Augustus '.Vebb et. ux. to 
~Janey Dorsey in EBP 14/59". Tilghman Lee says that these two tracts 
were once one, and were owned by the Dorsey family. Based upon the 
land records and his oral account, this is an acceptable s~pposition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records of ~=ontgomery County, Hd., 1+636.797; EBP ll+/59. 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSAF.Y 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

r:eorge W. r.1coaniel , Snrve21ror 

Wesley Stubbs, R~search 
Assistant 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 
Sngarloa-'= Regional 

CITY OR TOWN 
3ox 87, Stronqhold 

pjcker5gn. 

DATE 

Jul? 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

·m 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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