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Lewis Garnett House (Site) 
Sugarland Community 
Private 

c. 1884 

This two story frame house was the home of a Black landowning 
family, and its floor plan of two rooms down and two up was typical 
of the homes of rural Black families of moderate means in the late 
1800s. 
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Tilghman Lee recalls that this was a two story frame house with 
two rooms down and two up. It stood near the west corner of the Sugarland 
community on the northwest side of Sugarland Lane. The front of the 
house was oriented toward the east, and the gahle of the house-was or±ented 
tOWftF<i-the-- east, and the gable end toward Sugar land Lane (south) • The 
facade contained a door flanked by a window on each side with double hung 
sashes with 6 x 6 panes. 

Lees description of the heating in this house and in others gives 
us glimpses into the methods of keeping warm in these old-time houses. 
A stove flue ascended through the middle of this house with pipes let 
into i~ from either room downstairs. The pipes served the wood stoves 
which warmed each room. A tin collar surrounded the pipe at its junction 
with the chimney. In the upstairs there were no stoves1 in fact, the 
only house in the community with stoves upstairs was the Patrick Hebron 
house. The reason for this absence was that the old people did not trust 
stoves because of the fire hazard. N~metheless, the upstairs was wattned 
somewhat by the heat rising from belo~, Lee recalls. But to keep warm 
at night the family members principally covered the bed with piles of 
quilts that they had made. Instead of pajamas, Lee recalls that they 
slept in their "Union Suits". 

In regard to other clothing for cold weather, Lee says that the 
old-time men dressed in two or three pairs of trousers, if they were 
working outside. 

During the winter they engaged in such activities as hauling ice 
or cutting wood for the farms. Lee recalls that each family consumed 
about ten cords per winter and that in order to acquire this much wood, 
the families helped one another in the community. They got the wood 
from forests owned by nearby white farmers, who gave them the wood in 
return for cutting and hauling wood for their families. This was one way, 
among many, in which cash was not needed in a traditional society. 
Instead, families exchanged e-aeh- ~&rs materials and/or services. 

Another reciprocal arrangement was cutting and hauling ice. It 
was sawn from creeks, lakes, the canal, or from special ponds dug for 
the purpose. The ice was hauled to the farms, depcsited in the ice houses 
where it was bedded in straw, and used in the summer. During the summer, 
ice was borrowed from these families if one of the family members of 
Sugarland had the "fever", which could result from a number of illnesses. 
The ice was used to cool the person, comfort him or her, and if possible 
bring down the temperature. This was before the days of sulfa drugs and 
antibotics, when black families had to depend upon themselves and the 
skills of experienced community people for much of their medical care. 
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The house itself was fairly representative of the larger homes 
built by Black landowners in the late 19th century. But more 
significant was the description of everyday life (given in the 
Physical Description) that this house elicited from Tilghman Lee. 
These details are rarely recorded. 

The property lines of Lewis Garnett's land have been changed in 
the 20th century so it is difficult to delineate them exactly. On 
the county property nap, his land consisted of CR53-P.327 and a portion 
of P.190. But investigation of early deeds do show that Garnett 
ecquired about 14 acres in three separate purchases. In 1884 he 
purchased two parcels from Augustus P. ?Jebb and Annie -,'Jebb ( J A 15/500), 
and another one from Frederick Dawson and Thomas Darby, (administrators 
for George'.'!. Dawson,deceased),(JA 15/502). In 1885 he purchased 
another parcel from the Webb family (JA 15/498). In 1926 these were 
sold for-tax purnoses (402/63). 

The u.s. Census for 1880 lists Lewis Garnett (born 1840) with wife 
Frances (born 1842) and with two children Henry (born 1873) and 
Rebecca (born 1875). All were born in Earyland. Garnett's occupation 
was given as "works on farm" and his wife was a house1--;:eeper. Tilghman 
Lee recalls two more children born later - - florence and Lewis, Jr. 
He confirms the census report. 
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