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John Higgins House (Site) 
Poolesville (Vicinity) 
Private 

c. 1880 

This small, one story log house contained two rooms 
downstairs, and none upstairs. Though similar in appearance 
to the houses of slaves and of landless families in southern 

Maryland and further south, it did have glass windows, a 
wood stove, and plank floors, features often lacking in 
the other houses. The fact that this was a landowner's house 
reveals that even those families lived in small, cramped 

houses. 
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Tilghman Lee describes this house as follows: 
This log house had one story with a little ta.ller 

attic than the other log houses. Its facade faced Sugarland 
Lane (east) with one door and a window with a double hung sash 
and 6 x 6 panes. There was another door in the north gable end, 
and in the back of the house there was a window. In plan there 
were two rooms downstairs, and none upstairs. Wood stoves 
were used with a brick chimney ascending through the middle of 
the house. 

The logs were exposed and chinked in between with mud 
plaster. The log houses in Sugarland were whitewashed, and 
this one was ~~. exception, according to Tilghman Lee. 

Note: Interview with Tilghman Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicinity 
301-972-8454 
13y r.eorge '!cDaniel 
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This one story log house was representative of the simplest 

and smallest of the dwellings built by the former saaves 

who founded the Black community at Sugarland. It is significant 

that even this house, the smallest of those built, contained 

two rooms and was heated by wood stoves and had glass windows, 

unlike the one room log houses of landless Black families 

in southern Maryland and further South. It is also significant 

that though the logs were not covered with weatherboards, they 

were whitewashed, wh~ch gave the house a more attractive 

appearance. 

Due to the time limitations upon this preliminary survey, 

the Higgins family at Sugarland was not researched in the U.S. 

censuses. 
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