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~~athan Jo'b.nson house(site) 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1885 

This two story, frame house consisted of two rooms down 
and two up and was the home of a black landowning family. lJear 
the house stood the small, one room post office for the Sugar
land community, of which Nathan Johnson was postmaster. 
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HISTORIC 

Nathan Johnson House (Site) and Sugarland Post Office 
AND/OR COMMON Site 

flLOCATION 
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\~orris and Bertha Levin Telephone #: 649-1535 
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Rockville 
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STATE 1 

~1aryland 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETER IORA TEO 

_RUINS 

JiuNEXPOSEO 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

J\ALTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

)(.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tilghman Lee remembers this house, which no longer 
stands as follows: 

This was a two story frame house with two rooms down 
and two up. The gable end faced north toward Sugarland 
Road, and had one window on each floor. The front length 
was oriented towards the east, and contained one door with 
one window into each of the two rooms. The front door opened 
into the sitting room. Another door opened into the kitchen 
in the southern gable end. The windows were the same as 
the one in the other houses, and a boxed stairway ascended 
from the kitchen into the rooms above, which were used as bedrooms 

Lee also recalls that the post off ice for the Sugarland 
community stood on the Nathan Johnson property. It consisted 
of one room. The postman brought the mail by horseback to 
Nathan Johnson in a locked bag from Poolesville and Johnson, 
who kept the key to the letter bag, distributed the letters 
to the community from this office. Letters were also deposited 
here, and picked up by the postman and carried to Poolesville. 
T~is continued until Rural Free Delivery. 

Note: Interview with Tilghman Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicinity 
301-972-8454 
By George ~1cDanie 1 
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"Jlack :Hstory 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1885 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This two story, frame house is similar to those built 

for black landowners of the rural middle class near the 

turn of the 19th century. It is also significant that on this 

site stood the post office, operated by a trusted member of 

the community. 

According to Tilghman Lee, Nathan Johnson married 'Jiary 

Dorsey, Basil Dorsey's daughter. Basil owned the property 

south of the church and al~ost adjacent to this tract. Thus, 

this community of Sugarland, was closely bound by the ties of 

kinship as well as by those of neighborliness. 

Deed JA 6/234 shows that Nathan Johnson purchased this 

tract of 3 acres from P. Augustus Webb and Anna wevb and the 

Sitlers in 1885. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 7 4 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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SUGARLAND COYMUNITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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STERLING QUADRANGLE 
VIRGINIA- MARYLAND 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
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