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Pri11ip Johnson House (site) c.1380
Poolesville Vicinity
Private

This two story framze house contained two rooms down and two up
and was the nhorme of Phillin Johnson, one of the few former slaves i
ilaryland to have teen interviewed by the Federal Vriters' Project
in 1937, He was one of the »natriarchs of the Black community at
Sugarland,

n
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

ii NAME

HISTORIC

Phillip Johnson House (Site)

AND/OR COMMON

BEALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

South side of Sugarland Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
JovcErvIceE X vicniry o Jot
STATE COUNTY
“aryland Montgomery
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC )(occupmo __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) BPRNATE —-UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL )(PmVATEaE&oENce
ASITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS AYES' RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO __MILITARY __OTHER
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
william T. Lyles Telephone #: 972-7069

STREET & NUMBER

Rt, #1, Box 92

CITY. TOWN
Poolesville

VICINITY OF

STATE , z1ip code
Maryland 20837

TALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOQUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC

courthouse-=land records

Liber #:4044
Folio #:861

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN

Raockville

STATE
Marvyland

n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

NoNE

DATE

__FEDERAL

—STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED —_MOVED DATE
_FAIR FUNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to Tilghman Lee, this was a two story, frame
house with two rooms up and two down, It stood on the south
side of Sugarland Road, and its front length was oriented towards
the road., It contained a door and a window, with the door
leading into the living room, A back door led from the kitchen
to the outbuildings behind the house, In later years, Johnson
added a small shed to the back of the house, used that as a kitchen
and converted the earlier kitchen into a living room and the first
living room into a bedroom.

Phillip Johnson's wife was named Rachel, and was the
sister of Martha Beander Lee, Tilghman's mother. They were not
kin to Sam Beander, that being "another set of Beanders", according
to Lee.

Mote: Interview with Tilghman Lee
Sugarland Lane
Poolesville Vicinity
301-972-8454
By George McDaniel

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PREHISTORIC —ARCHEQLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —_AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE ___SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE — EDUCATION —MILITARY X SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
% 1800-1899 —COMMERCE _—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY _.TRANSPORTATICON
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES /. 1880. BUILDER/ARGHITECT Prillip Johnson and

Sugarland community

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Philliv Johnson was one of the more important Blacx landowners
in the Sugarland community because he was the only former slave in
this recion to have been interviewed by the UW.,D,4A, in their effort
to collect the 1life histories of former slaves throughout America
in the late 1930's, A copy of that interview is included with this
survey. This interview has important information aktout the life of
slaves, activities of Union and Confederate soldiers in this region
durins the Civil Var, and it gives some details about his family
history. One wishes that more had been recorded, for nis interview
provides just a glimpse behind the curtain,

Te physical description of Johnson's house for this survey, was
tacen verbatir: fron the description given by Tilghman Lee, The
description of its design in the W,P.A, interview almost exactly
matches Lee's account, and this demonstrates the extraordinary clarity
of Tee's memory. In the interview the house is said to be in a state
of great disrevair, and this is probably bhecause Johnson was quite
0ld and unable to maintain it., ~Then he was younger and his family .-
witn 1in, the house was probably better maintained and whitewasied.

In the 20th cent ry Johnson »nurchased the property of the early
settlers of Sugarland, with the result that the property lines near
his house have changed from the original ones, and the fields and
tree lines that once sevarated farmsteads have also been altered over
the years., The earliest deed EBP 35/96 shows that Johnson purchased
2 acres from A, Pleasant Tebb, et. al, in 1880, In 1924 he purchased
the 2.4 acre tract of Isaac Bell, which had been sold at a tax sale
that same year (see deed 362/56). These two tracts together make
up parcel ©55, plat CS 41, The importance of the early deed is that
it establishes Phillip as one of the Black landowners in the young
Sugarland community. It shows too that rather than leave the area
where his father Sam lived, Phillip prefered to remain in the community
In addition to farming, he was a minister and preached, for exanmple,
at the chapel at Sugarloaf lountain,

In his interview, he says that he was born on Dr, “hite's farm,
about 4 miles below Edward's Ferry. This farm is not far from
Sugarland, so Phillip Johnson remained for most of his long life
in the small region of upper western liontgomery County among his many
friends and family relatives.,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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( Ex-slave stories )

PHILLIP JOHNSON - AN EX-SLAVE

zefs- Phillip Johnson, B.F.D. Poclesville, N4,

The sudject of this sketlh is & pure dlooded Msgro, whose kinky
tair is now white, likewise his soraggy beard, He is of medium sixe and some-
what stooped with age, but still active enough to plant and tend g patch of
corn and;ha chores ebout his little place at Sugarlands., His hams is a small
cabin with one or two roc=s upstalrs ard three down, inoluding the kitchen whioh
is a leanto, Tho cadin is in great disrepair,

Phillip John is atove the avdrage in intelligence, has soms educate
ion and is gquite well versed in txe EHoly Scriptures, having been for xmany years
s ¥ethodist preacher arozg his people, He uses fairly good Englizh and freely

talks in answor to questicns. TWithout giving the questions put to hin by this

LAt

writer, his re=arks given in the first person and as near his owmn 1dio:;ro as
followss

"I'1l]l be nirtety years old next December. I dumno the day. My
Hissis had the colored folkxs ages writtem in a book but it was destroyed when
the Confederate soldiers cexms through, But shs had & son born two or three
zonths younger than xa ard she remeanber that I was born in Deoember, 1847, vt
she had forgot the day of ths month,

"I vas born doxz oz the river bottom adbout four miles below Edmrd's
Terry, on the Bight Mile Level, betwsen Edward)d Ferry snd Seneca, I belonged
%o ole Dootah Enite, Ee owned a lot o' lan down en de bottom, 1 dunno his firss
rane, Bverybody called hinz Dostahr Wnite., Yes, hs was related to Dootah Elijah
Thite, All the Fhites in Xontzomery County is related, Yes sah, Doctah White

ws good to his slaves, Yes sah, be had many slaves, I dunno how many. My
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uissis ook =a awmay frem de bottca when I was a little boy, 'cause de ovarseer
te was 30 orusl to me, Yes eah he mas pasn, I prcaised hinm a killin if ever I
got diz encugh,

"Fo 81l 1lixed the Missis, Everybody in dem days used to rids horse=
back. Ste would oc=3 ridin her horse doma to de bottom with & grsat big baskst
of bigculits.

Fe trought they were fine. Vo all glad to soe do Missis a ocoxin,

Re almys had plenty to eat, such as it was, We had coarse focd but there was

W it.

"Tho waite folks rads our elothes for us. They rads 1insey for the

w:zan azd voolen oloth for de men, They gave olothes suffioient to ksep ea wara,
Tke mon had wool clothss with braes buttons that had shanks on e, They looked
good when they woro nevw. fﬁey bad bettser olothes thon than most of us have now,

{
"Thoy raised mostly corn an éah an whoat down on de river bottea

iz those days, Thoy didn't raise totacco., But I'vs heard say that thoy used

to raiss it long bofore I wms born., Thsy ocut grain with oradles in dem days.
They had a lot 'o mtn and would slay a lot 'o waeat in a day. It was protty work
% 868 four or five oradlers iz a field and others following then raking the
¥aeat in banches end othars following binding them in bundles. The first reapers
‘that oe=s were callsd Dorsey reapers, They out the grain snd tamoched it. 1t

®ms thez dound by hard,

"Then xy Hissis took me sway froa the river bottes I lived in Pooles~
ville =Xere the Konlhoss home and garage 1s. I worksd around the house and garden,
I rezgmbter m§ t2o YenZeo and Confederste soldiors both came to Poolesville,

Cara Sam Knits (san of the Zoctor.) he join tha Confederate in Virginia, Ee
come homs and say he gela to taks 23 along back with him for to serve him. Bt
the Tankees came ard hs left very suddon and leave ®e behind, I was glad I

didn't 2ave to go with him, I saw all that fightin around Poolesville. I used

to like to wmtch em fightin, I saw a Yankes soldier shoot a Confederate and kill

-3- 13

pim, He raised his gun twice to shoot but he kept dodgzin around the house an he

didn' want to shoot when he might hit sccsons eles, Trhen ke ran from the house

pe shot him,

"Tes eah, them Confederates done =ore things arcund here than the

Yankees did. I remamber omce during the war they cams %o toxm., It was Sunday

porning an I-was sittin in the gallery of trhs ole brick Methodist churoh, Ore
of them came to de door and he polizmted his plstol right at that prsacher's head,

The gallery had an outside stsirs then, I rez to de door to gzo dcm de stairs

but there was another un there pointing his gun and they say doa't nobody leave
dis building., The others they was & oleenin up all the hsszes axd wagons rcund

the ohurch. The one who was guarcding de stairs, hs kopt & loodn to ses if

dey was done cleaning up de hosses, and when ke wasn't watehing 1 slip half way

down de stairs, an when he turn his baok [ Jr=p down and mm, Fhen he looks he

Jus laugh,

"Xy father he lived to 6 eighty nize, Ee dled right tere in t:is

house and he's buried over by the church., Eis naze was Sam, They called ry

pother Willie Ann, She died when I was e=all, I had three brothers ard cone

sister. My father married sgain axzd kad seve= or eight other children,

"I've had eleven children; five livin, six dead, I've been prsache

ing for forty years and I have seex many sculs saved. I don't preach rezular

enymore but onos in a while I do. I have preached in all trese little churches

around here. I preached six years at Sugzar Leaf Mowmtain, Ths presidin elder

he wants ms to go there. The man trat had left thers jus tors that omurch up,
1 went up there one Sunday and I didn't see a=ything that I could do, I think

I'n not eble for this, I said they needs & rore experienced preacher than me.

But the pruidin\/cldor koeps after =8 to go there and I says, wll, I go for cne

I s%ays o2 another year and so on for

Next thing it was the same thing,

year,
six yoars, When I left there that church was in pretty good shape.

*I think preaching the gospel is the greatest work in the world, But

folks don't seem to take the interest in ohurch that they used to,"

THE  END
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MAP 11

SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925

Key

=
'... JNES BECXWITH HSTD. 3.00 AC.
\l’ TILGEMAN IECK/ITE ASTD. .00 .
ﬁ JOHN ADAMS HSTD. 13.00 AC.
l:l:\ mm_gm_@_ L. LBJIS GARNETT BSTD. 16,00 XC.
Sourss w STORE S. PETER JACKSON HSTD. 3.00 C.
€a. PATRICK HEBRON HSTD. 17.00 iC.

b. LOXE HEBRON HSTD,
c. RORERT HEBRON HSTD.

7a. NATHAR JOHNSOM RSTD. 3.00 AC.
b. POST OFFICE
8. JOHM HIGGINS RSTD. k.00 .
9. JOE CURTIS ESTD. 6.0 &.
10. EASIL DORSEY ESTD. L.00 X.
11. ST. PAUL'S M.E. CHURCH 1.00 K.
12. HORACE JACKSON dSTD. 2.00 K.
13. SUGARLAND 5CHOOL 1.00 AC.
14, SAM BEANDER BSTD. 5.0 K.
15. THOMAS NICHOLS ISTD. 10.00 AC.
1€a. BENJAMIN SPARROUGH ESTD. 14,75 K.
5. SUGARLAND STORE
17. CHARLES JACKSON FSTD. 4.50 AC.
18.  LOXE LYNCH . FAMILY HSTD. 10.00 AC.
19. WILLIAM TAYIOR HSTD. 3.00 AC. g
20. . LIOYD COATES KSTD. .00 K. 3.
21. SAMUEL JOHNSON ESTD. b.00 K.
22. JOHN DIGGS HSTD. 4.00 &C. .5
23. JOHN ERANISON ASTD. 11.00 &C.
24, RAF BRANISON ESTD. 6.00 &. S
25. PHILLIP JOHNMSON ESTD. ‘6.0 K. B
26. ISAAC BELL HSTD. , 10.00 &C. O
. 27. SAMUEL LEE KSTD. 5.00 KC.
28. LEVI HALL HSTD, 10.00 k. T T
STREAM FLOW g
DVELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE el
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STERLING QUADRANGLE o
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