
Y71~nt. ·. 1'1 ~4t-J.3 
?~:i_lli n Jolmson House (site) 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c.1380 

rhis two storv fra;-:e house contai:ied two roo:-'.ls down and two uu 
a'::d was t~.,_e '10:-::e of Philli-:;i Johnson, one of the few fo:F;rnr slaves in 
: :ar~rland to '1ave "teen in tervievred by t:1.e !i'ederal Writers' Froj ect 
in 1937. He was one of the natriarchs of the Blad\: cor.i.muni ty at 
Su~arland. -



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Phillip Johnson House (Site) 

ANO/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

South side of Sugarland Road 

CITY. TOWN 

fa a c. £Iv Ju.£ K.. VICINITY OF 

STATE 
'.'-1aryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
_BUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

,...SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~illiam T. Lyles_ 
~~~~~~~~~-

STREET & NUMBER 

Rt. #1, Box 92 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC courthouse-land records 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

pqckyjJJe 

0REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL )(PRIVATE RESIDcNCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _.RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 972-7069 

STATE ' zip code 
'·~aryland 20837 

Liber #:4044 
Folio #:861 

STATE 

11arvland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

:k-uNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to Tilghman Lee, this was a two story, frame 
house with two rooms up and two down. It stood on the south 
side of Sugarland Road, and its front length was oriented towards 
the road. It contained a door and a window, with the door 
leading into the living room. A back door led from the kitchen 
to the outbuildings behind the house. In later years, Johnson 
added a small shed to the back of the house, used that as a kitchen 
and converted the earlier kitchen into a living room and the first 
living room into a bedroom. 

Phillip Johnson's wife was named Rachel, and was the 
sister of Martha Beander Lee, Tilghman's mother. They were not 
kin to Sam Beander, that being "another set of Beanders•, according 
to Lee. 

Note: Interview with Tilghman Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicinity 
301-972-8454 
By George ~cnaniel 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

- 1500- 1 599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 XA.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING 

.l[_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CSiGOVERNM ENT 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

X.SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1880- BUILDER/ARCHITECT Phillip Johnson and 
Su".:!'arland communi t'r 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

:~hilli n Johnson v:as one of tl1e more important Blad;: landowners 
in the Sugarland comnuni t~,r because he was the only for:1er slave in 
th~s rerion to have been interviewed by the ~.P.A. in their effort 
to collect the life histories of forner slaves throug~10ut .trr-,erica 
i~: t~1e late 1930' s. A copy of that interview is included with this 
survey. ::::'his interview has imnortant information about the life of 
slave~, activities of union and Confederate soldiers i::i this region 
durin:~ the Civil ·:.·ar, and it gives so;_:e details about '.J.is far::ily 
history. O::ie vri.s11es tl1at ::~ore had t)een recorded, for :1is intervievr 
nrovides just a 2liupse behind t~e curtain. 
~ '~:e nh'rnical descri ntio~1 of cT ol1nson 1 s ~1ouse for E1is survey, was 
ta'\: en verba tin fro:·1 the d.escri-ption e;i ven by Tilgk·,~an Lee. '.l111e 
description of its desir;n in the ;.'.'.P.A. interview almost exactly 
matches Lee's account, and this demonstrates the extraordinary clarity 
of J,ee' s memory. In t!le interview the house is said to be in a state 
of great disrepair, and this is probably because Johnson was quite 
old and unable to r1a:_ntaj_n it. ·.·.1ien he was younger and his fa1T,ily ";.1 

vii th 11in, the house was l1robably better maintaj_ned and whi tewasied. 
In the 20th cent ry Johnson ?Urchased the property of the early 

settl·ers of Sucarland, v;:i_ t~1 the result that the property lines near 
hi.s hDuse have c:1anged fro:n the ori.F;inal ones, and the fields and 
tree lines that once seuarated farr.18teads have also been altered over 
the years. The earliest deed EBP 35/96 shows that Johnson purchased 
3 acres from A. Pleasant ·::ebb, et. al. in 1880. In 1924 he purchased 
the 2.4 acre tract of Isaac Bell, which had been sold at a tax sale 
that sa~r,e year (see deed 362/56). These two tracts together r,1ake 
up parcel 955, plat CS 41. The importance of the early deed is that 
it establishes Phillip as one of the Black landowners in the young 
Sugarland community. It shows too that rather than leave the area 
where his father Sam lived, Phillip prefered to remain in the community 
In addition to farming, he was a minister and preached, for example, 
at the chapel at Sugarloaf gountain. 

In his interview, he says that he was born on Dr. ·:Ihite 1 s farm, 
about 4 niles below Edward 1 s Ferry. This farm is not far f,,.om 
Sugarland, so Phillip Johnson remained for most of his long life 
in the small region of upper western Eontgo:nery County a1:iong his nany 
friends and fai11ily relatives. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

~eslev Stubbs, Research George \i. :.~cDaniel, Surveyor 
DATE _.,\Ssistant ORGANIZATION 

Suaarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 Stronghold 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

July 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

'·1aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 

PS· 1101 
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( Ex•al&n atorln ) 

m:ll.!P Jo:il!SOS • JJi' EX•SIJ.q 

Eef1• Phillip Johnson, R.F.D. Poolesville, lld • 

!he subjeot of tl-.11 a'cet~h ii e. i;u:-e blooded tfst.ro, .noH k:1Dq 

):.l.1r is now ll'hite, li.ktnr' ... se hi1 1or-&{,6Y be&rd. E.e ia or mediua •1&e a.nd •-

wt.at stoo~d vi th a.ge, 'out a till e.O";i Te enQU6ll to plant and tend • patoh ot 

corn and,.tho ohorea c.bout hi• little pl.&oe at S~arla.nda. Ria home 1a a -11 

~bin with one or tTo rix:= upst&irs a!ld three dmm, inoluding the ldtohml llhioh 

11 11. leanto. Tho oabi.:l 11 i!l grut d11rep&ir. 

Phillip Joh:l is a.'t:.on ":..':e norage in intelligenoe, bas •Olil8 eduOllt-

1on and is quite vell versed in t:.e Holy Soripturea, ha Ting been tor ~ year a 

a llethodiat preacher u:..o::.g hia peo?le. !!e uaes fairly good El:J&lish and rree17 

t.&llc.s in a.nsir:ir to questiolll. i:lthout giTing th.e queationa p.it to hiD b)' th1,~d 
~_.;---~~ 

u1ter, h!a re:::a.ru givec:l in the !int person a.nd as near his cnm idi-"a.re aa 

follon1 

•I'll 0. ~':)' ;r~• old next De~r. I dunno the da:f• J1,r 

l!iuia h&d the oolored fol.ks 1{;0& 'lll"itte:i in a book but it -• daatrored 14ie:Jl 

t!le Ccm!eden.ta aoldiera ~ thro~. But at:. bad a aon boru two or three 

l!Onth..a 101.Ul&er than u a.nd ahe r~ that I -• boru iD Deo.ber, 184T, bvt 

•h• had rorsot the da)' o! tha :aoi:i~. 

8 I -• born d0'1CI on th.9 rinr bottos &bout tour J!J.lea below Edw.rd'a 

'terr•/, on the Eight Xile LeTel, ~eu ~~ F•rr)' a:id S1111eoa. I 'belonge4 

to ole Dootah 'IO:Ute. a. 011lled a lot o' l.al1 dQQ on de bottom. I dmmo hie t~ 

~. ETI17bo-ey called hl:a ~ 'lhite. Yu, he •• related to Dootah Klijah 

lihite. .Ul th• l!hitn in ltO!ltg_.17 Cow:i.t)' 1a related. YH Mll, Dootah White 

• • good to bi 1 11& n 1. Yu nll, b.• ha.d. -zrr 1 lan1. I 4uJino how -.zq • Jl,r 
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Jl!ssi• ';.oolc ia &"G.7 tra:a de botto;a w:ien I waa a little boy, •~se de ov11raeor 

J:e was 10 oruel to i:.e, Yea uh h.e t:a.1 ~· I pr~aed hila a killin it enr I 

got bib r.ioush. 

"lie all liked ile l"1esia. ETsryboq 1n deJZI day1 u11ed to ride horee­

b&ok. 'lfQUld = ridin her horae ciooo to de. bottoa lrl.th a grliQ.t big ~alc$t 

cf bi•~~!t1, We tl:.c~t they •ere tine, We all glad to 11111 do Miaaia a oa;:i:Q, 

lie ahays l:.&d pl~ty to Ht, auoh u it -•· ll'o lad CO&l'U food but th.ore 'fta 

~it, 

•The 'll!hite folk.a m.do our olothoe tor u1, They -de li:uey tor the 

T:=an cd T°"le:n oloth tor de :r::;en, ni..-_,. ge.ve olotbeo suf.f'1oiel'.lt to Jc&ep e:a -na. 
!1:.e mo::l h:.d ll'OOl olothsa vi th brae. bo..ittona that had ahanlta on =· They looked 

good 16= tr.97 'ION ll6Y, !he-.f had bett.Gr olothH thon th.'\Jl coat ot ua ban no•. 
i I' 

"ThG:f niaed :aostly ~r.l an o:i.t. an 1'hoat do= on de rlnr bottca 

1.:: those days. ~ d!d::l't re.in to't:4GOo, But I'n he'-rd say tt.at thoy used 

to rlliee it lon& bd'or-e I ;ia1 bol"?l, !'"-7 out grain 'Sith ornd.laa 1n cl..-~ d.:iya. 

Tte-1 t.ad a lot 'o io=n c.d =uld alli.y e. lot •o 'l@.ca.t 1n a clAy, It-• pretty work 

tv 1ee !~..i.r or f'1ve ond.lera 1.:l a field e..Jld othera f'ollo'Din& th~ raking the 

'11:leat 1.:l ~...!lc.'loa ll.lld o~ra tollo7....:ig binding th= 1n bundles, nu, first reapers 

't:-.at ~ 1'3N o:ill~d Doraey re.e.pera, They out th• grain and bi.mohad it. 

• s the bc=d 'b)' ha.M, 

It 

"'i:hen ry liiuia t.o.olc :i;i.e t.'S:l.y tr= the riTer bott03 I llnd 1n PoolH-

42 

Tille ~•re the !ob.Th.cu b=o a.:id g~• i1. I workod around the house and garde. 

I r=~• Tr.a:J.7 tll.o Yc.n:u. and Confederate aoldior1 both oaze to Poolenille. 

C&pn S&la lC:lite (1cm of th.e lloc";or.) be join th.a Confederate 1n Virg1n.1.a. Re 

= hau a.n4 l&Y h• '4t'o.ll to ~ :a alODg b&ck with hila tor to nm hi-. But 

the Ya:nkHa ouie ar.d he lett Tery av.ddcn and lean .. behind. I -• glad I 

iiidll•t l:.an to go with b..1.ll. I aur all th&t f'1ght1n &round PooluTille. 'f. u.•ecl 

to liu t.o -toh • t~tin. I a&Y a Yankee 1old1er lhoot a Ccntad.erate and lcill 

- 3 -

biJn• Bo raieed hia gun twioe t.o shoot b<it be kept do~i:l uo=d the ho\in an be 

didn' "Ant to shoot Then he aight b.it acc.eor.a elae, l'!l:.en be ~ tro::. the b.ouee 

he shot bilae 

"Yea ee.h, them Con!eden.tea done :.ore thl~a uc=d here tb&n the 

Yankees did. I re:eabor once c!urbg the n.r t.:.97 ea.ma ':.o tc'l:l, It 111!.I Sund&J 

morning an I was a1 ttin in the g1.llery o: tho ole briok :Wet~at ch:.u-oh, O::.e 

of them. oe.me to de door and be poi!r.ed hl1 pistol ri&}lt at t~t preoa.ol-.er'a head, 

The gallery had an outside st&ira t!:'.e:i, I ra.=. to de door t.o go de= de at&ira 

but there -• l!.Ilotber un there po~ti~ his ;;~ e..r.d they say c!on' t.. nobody leoe.n 

dis buildins, The other• they -• 1. oleciin ~? all the ~s:ea a.::.d n.t;ons round 

the ob.uroh. The one who -• guard~ de 1t&i:-1, he lc~pt a lo-v'l::in to see 1f' 

dWf was done cleaning up de hose es, a!ld •!i6::l r.e wasn't 'Ca.tell~ I slip he.lf' -1 

down do otaira, an when he turo bis baok I j=p do-rn a.nd l"\.::l, The:. be look.a be 

ju1 laugh. 

~ .fe.ther be lived to ~e eit,ht""/ =..!..::.e, He c..!.ed r~ght ~~re in t!:'-i1 

house and be' a bu'ried over by the c:-.urch, Hia = -• Sa:!, ~y cal led q 

mother Willi• Ann. She died 'llten I 1'8.1 ~ll. I b.:i.d ~e b;-othe:-a e.r.d one 

sister. M;y .f'1.ther me.rried ag1.in a.::.d !:.Ad aevr-. or eif;bt otr.er chil=.ren. 

"l've had eleven chlldreni five 11...-b, six de.a.d, I've been pre.aoh-

ing tor .forty yea.re and I b>.n &ee::l i:.a .. tq aC>Jla &&ved, I do:.'t p:-~oh re;;ule..r 

8.llj'l:lore but onoe 1n a -r.iile I do, I have p:-e..:!.~.ed in 1.ll t~e1e little ohurche1 

1.round here. I preaohed aix ;re.a.rs at 5'~g1.:- ~ 11.:>u::.tAill, :'t4 pre1idin alder 

he ~ta me to go thero, The i::an tr£t had le~t there ji.a to,.. tr.At church up. 

I Y9'llt up there one Sunda7 and I d!Ci't au c.r.b!:.g that I e-o<Jld do. I t.hink 

I'm not e.ble tor this, I aaid tb97 needs 1. ic..:>re uperie:>oe:i p;-eacl'.er than -· 

J 
But th• prellidi.n elder bepa after :.e to go ~re and I u.y1, •ll, I 'o tor on• 

1":.ly1 o~ another year a.nd 10 on tor 

au ;yeara. When I left t2'lere that ohuroh -• 1n prett,. good ahape, 

•1 think preaohln& the goapel 11 \Ze great.at •ork 1n the 110rld, But 

tolkl don't ••cm to take th• illt.r .. <; in ohu~ th&<; tb"7 u11:1 to.• 

Tit£ 
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