
~'!: 17-41-25 
Samuel Lee house (site) 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1884 

This one and a half story frame house contained one room 
down and one up. It was built by the owner, Samuel Lee, together 
with the help of his community in Sugarland. This neighborly 
assistance was common to black communities of the 19th century. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Sam and Martha Lee's House (Site) 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER South zide of Sugarland Road 

CITY, rowN 

.)t_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

~1arvland 
I 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) JlPRIVATE XuNoccuP1ED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

Xsm PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS J[YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Samuel Lee 
STREET & NUMBER 

c/O ~ilg~man ~ee, Sugarland Lane 
CITY. TOWN 

Pool<=>svi lle ~VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC courthouse-land recordz 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

COUNTY 

•,iontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Forest 

Telephone #972-8454 

STATE , zip code 
'!arvland 20837 

Liber #:EBP 361 
Folio #: 

33 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

1(.uNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

KoR1GrNAL snE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

follows: 
Tilghman Lee, Sam's son

1
recalls this house as 

It was a two story frame dwelling with one room up and 
one down. There was a door in the front and a window to the 
side. There was no back do9r, only a window. The one room 
downstairs was the kitchen:jl living room. Parents 
and the children slept upstairs. 

The house was built before Tilghman's birth. Sam Lee 
and his wife Martha Virginia lived with his brother-in-law 
Phillip Johnson unitl Sam had built the house with help from 
the community. "They helped one another to build houses. The 
one who knew a little bit more would help in the planning and 
building•, Lee recal-~. 

~ote: Interview with Tilghman Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicinity 
301-972-8454 
137 Geor1e '!c~aniel 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!J SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

1Si 800-1899 

_1900-

_ARCH EOLOli Y-PREHISTORIC 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
__AGRICULTURI;: 

~RCHITECTURE 
_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORA Tl 0 N/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

~SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_THEATER 

_TRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

~OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Elack ~1istory 

SPECIFIC DATESc. 18 84 su1LDER1ARcH1TEcT SAmt.t CL LF E /"tr'//) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The deed EBP 36/33, dated 1884, shows that Samuel Lee purchased. 
this property of 6 acres from A. Pleasants ';Jebb and Annie A. Uebb and 
their relatives,, the Sitlers. According to Tilghman Lee, Samuel's son, 
his father 1-ms born back in slavery, and research ought to be conducted 
to find his name on the freed slaves' list of 1867 for Montgomery 
County. According 'co the U .s. Census of 1870, Hargaret Lee is listed 
(age, 43) with children, Samuel (age, 14) and brother ~illiam W. (age, 11). 
Tilghman Lee recalls that his father's mother was named .Margaret, and 
his father's younger brother was William .:allace. So this is most likely 
the family. 

Ten years later, the U.S. Census lists Samuel Lee at age 25 vdth 
~'life, .l•Iart:ra and baby infant Samuel, age 4/12. This is probably- the same 
Lee family, since Tilghman says his mother's name was Martha. Thus 
Samuel Lee was born in c. 1855 and bo~:ght this property in 1884 to 
accomodate his young family. His occupation in 1880 was listed as 
"servant" Horking on the Robert .IUlnutt farm, (close by Sugar land). 

As part of this survey, a copy of Tilghman Lee's photograph of 
his father was made. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

George w. ~cDaniel 

ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 Strong~old 

CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

DATE 

July 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

·~aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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