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Tilghnan Lee House 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Fri vate 

1930's 

T':1i.s modest, one stor~r house and its set of out'ou::i_ldi>1cs were 
cuil t l:y the present ovmer a:.1d occupant , Tj_lglruan Lee, who recalls 
i·a11~' :-f t~e histor-i_cal 3lac': fa;-i::_J_ies, ·';heir ~1o~·'1eS; a .d t'.rni_r ','lays 
<Jf l_-i_ fe -i_:: t~,,_;_s rec:;i.o~: of :·ontsor:1ery County. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC Tilghman Lee ~rouse 

AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

'Jest Side of Sugarland Lane 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville 
STATE 

:.:aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) .XPRIVATE 

X-STRUCTURE _BOTH 

..Z, VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

.XOCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

·Tilghman Lee 
STREET & NUMBER 

Suo-arland Lane 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville _ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC I'·:ontp;omery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

:Jone 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

3 
COUNTY 

r.:ontewmerv 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 972-8454 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Eary land 

Liber #: Li-58 
Folio #: 188 

STATE 

1-:aryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

.XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X,.ALTERED 

t ' ' ,-, " . - -

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

':L'his snall one story frane house faces east, towards Sur,arland 
Lane. I:::J. front of it is a well-';;:ept lawn with flowers. To t:i.e 
south of the house is a large vegetable garden, and outbuildings 
such as a hen house, storage sheds, and a small building once used 
as a neat house. These buildings are frame, have><'weathered a:ppeara!'lce, 
are still in use, and are well naintained. ~ 

The facade contains three bays, a door centrally located flan'rnd 
by two windows. The front rooms of the house are the sittins room 
and the earlier :d tche::-i (!low the dinint; roor:) with its old wood stove. 
Behi:::J.d (west of) the s:i_tti:::J.g roo:·: ls a s;·:all tedroo:·~, and oe:1:i_11d t~:e 
dini_'.:G' roo1'1 is tJ1e present-day 'd tc~:.en. Behind t~1e s1::,all bedrooe is 
ar:other tedroo'?'::, and °'.Jehi_nc'. t~:e '::Ltc~:en is a :~·attro:n, ri~ce::--!.tl~- c.c•_ded. 

Ir.. t'"e fir2~: ':J_ tr,':cn i.s a 'Jo::~ed stai_rv:ay lead:i_ng up to t~:e ctaDbers 
above. 

':'.'>e ~10'12e ~-s fra:-.,e. The !·::a terials nere sur"?lus fron a nearby 
saw nill and were ::at~1ered b~r TilghrJan T-'ee. He put up the house in 
the 1930' s. The frame was first covered vri th weatherboards and has 
now been covered wi t:1 tar :paper siding, 1\:nown as rtbric1dex 1:. The 
most decorative structuraci feature in the house is the :iandsome neo
Georgian mantle that Lee salvaged from a neaby white la~do~ner's 
house t',1at was to be torn dovm. He installed it by his bric1c stove 
flue in the sitting roo!:1, where it adds a soft touch of high style. 

The "Drinci nal roon j_n the house however is t"he old 1d tcl1en. It 
is centered by t".le \':Ood stove, on whic11 l'.rs. Lee cans 'regeta8les. 
IYearby i.s a di nine table and chairs, whicl1 serves too as t~1e infor.01al 
si tt:ine; roor: for visiting far::i_ly, relatives, and friends. This is 
the continuation of the traditional use of the kitchen as the center 
of the far:ily life. /ul the roo·ns are decorated \'ri t11 special family 
mementoes, reltgious pictures, and f~1tly photographs. The house is 
very much a hor.te. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

flEHfSTORIC __ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1500-1599 X--ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY X_soc1AuHuMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800- 1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-X1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICSIGOVERNMENT X_OTHER iSPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 
Blac~ History 

SPECIFICDATES c. 1930 1 8 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Tilghman Lee 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The :rrincipal signi?icance of this site is its owner, Tilghman 
Lee. Born in 1894, he has an extraordinary memory and provided 
most of the history of the Sugarland community. The survey reports 
of the houses testify to ~is abilities. 

He was the son of Sa.r:rnel Lee, one of the early landowners in 
Sugarland. He purchased t'-e property of John Ifigt_;ins and l:as since 
dis~antled P~ggin's old lor house. Lee has a photogra~h of his 
father and of his first ·wife, which v1ere copied. His second wife 
Bessie Lee, l:as a photograph of her grandfather, Patric1_{ Hebron, 
and this too was copied as part of this survey. Tilgl:illlan and Bessie 
Lee accompanied staff r:iee1bers of Sugarloaf Regional Trails to the 
old '..'/illialY. '11aylor log house, where a oral interview was taped. As 
yet, this infomative interview has not been transcribed. Al.rt.her 
interviews with the Lees ought to be conducted, and they ought to 
be videotaped as well while they tour the Sugarland community, 
recalling the· houses and ways of life of the historical cor.n~uni ty. 

According to Lee, his father's father was named Daniel. The 
fa~ily ~ived ?n.o~e of the farms of the Dawson fa~ily in the 
Dawsonville v1c1n1 ty. Lee says that his mother was named fv'iartha 
Virginia Beander before marrying his father. She was not kin, 
Lee says, to 3am Beander, one of the landowners in su~arland. 
Sge was raised on a farm in the Poolesville vicinity,~but Lee 
does not know the owner's na~e. 

According to Lee, his father died in about 191. O at the age 
of about 65. This would make his date of birth to be 1845. His 
~other died in about 1934 at about 74 years old, so she was born ·~ 
about 1860. They were both buried at St. Paul's Church cemetery in 
S ueqfa.'jland. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records of Montgomery County, Rockville, Md. Deed: 458/lBBr 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Georrze '.'!. IIcDan~ el, Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

)esl ev Stnbbs!i "Qesearc'1 Assi c-t..an.t 
DA E 

Sugarloaf Regio:'.1.al Tr;c.ils 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

July 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

:r:aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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M: 17-41-26 
Tilghman Le.e_--U.l.L~'---

Behind the church 1a a amall·bu1ld1ng, used aa a COlll-

munity center. Further weat or the ohuroh waa the home or 

Nathan Johnson, who waa the poatmaater ror the community. West 

or hie property along Sugarland Road waa the small Sugarland 

School. About 200 yards west or the school waa a small store, 

which sold household supplies and foodaturra that the ram111ea 

did not grow themselvea. 

The traditional uaea or homestead space are continued by 

a rew present-day inhabitants or the community. The beat ex-

ample 1a the homestead or Tilghman Lee, seen in Map 12. The 

map shows that al.moat all land available was used towards 

some purpose and inoludea details such as dog houses, wood 

piles, work tables, and a truck van now used tor atoraa• ot 

rann tools. Thia map and photograph or Le•'• aid• yard 

(Pigure 37) enr~ches our picture or early 20th century home-

steads. 

Comanm1ty Institutioga 

By· the last quarter or the 19th century, the oomuni ty 

bad developed its own institutions. In 1871 land was acquired 

ror the church and cemetery, indicating the importanoe ot the 

church to th1a community or rreed slaves. The date ~r pur-

chase, which is earlier than the time or acquia1t1on or pro-

perty by moat or the settlers, ahowa that they were living in 
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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Figure 37. Tilghman Lee homestead, Sugarland. Lee's two hen-houses and dog houses are at left, work tables 
at right, wood pile in the center, and behind bis house at right is the meat house. As shown in the more 
complete plan of his homestead, these buildings and work places were extensions of the house itself, and 
their presence is a continuation of the traditional use of space in rural homesteads. 
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