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Tom Nichols' House (Site) 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1882 

The two story, frame house with two rooms down and two 
up was representavive of tae type built by the more pros­
perous ~lack landowners in the late 19th century. Also on 
the site was a "brush shed" or "brush barn" made of upright 
poles interlaced with pine boughs and covered with a roof of 
similar materials. It was used to shelter animals on farms 
and was once rather common on small farms in southern Maryland 
and this county. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story, frame house stood on the north side 
of Sugarland Road, and its front length was facing the road. 
The facade was two bays in length, a door and a window 
downstairs, balanced by two windows above. In plan, there 
were two rooms down and two up, with a one story, one room 
shed attached to the back length. This was used as the kitchen, 
as was common. There was a brick stove flue. The walls inside 
the house were covered with "wainscotting". This was the local 
term for narrow tongue and groove siding that became popular 
in the late 19th century. 

A door led from the shed kitchen to the yard and out­
buildings. These wei:ea chicken house, meat house, stable 
for horses and a hoq pen. The stable for the animals was often 
a "shed", which Lee describes as a structure made of upright 
ooles like a lean-to, with its roof and sides covered with 
straw. In Charles County, black informants have described 
similar structures used as shelter for animals and called them 
"brush barns", but this term was not used in Sugarland, 
instead they were si~ply called "sheds". 
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_QTHER !SPECIFY! 

The c5.ecd, EBP 27 /205, sho'.~s that Tho:nas and his 1life Henrietta 
lJichols purchased this tract fro~ A. Pleasant ~ebb in 1882. The U.S. 
Census for 1370 lists Thoo2~ Nici~ols (age, 23, therefore born in 1847) 
with his brother Frank (age, 13), and his sister Carrie (age, 20). 
His occupation 1·:as far:-n laborer. In the 1830 census, he 1:ras listed 
(age, 35 -- the age discrepancy is not unusual --) with his uife 
Henrietta (age, 26) and 1.ri th children: 

'~r"r (~(;'e 11) __ ·;.Ci. ..; ' Ci.6 , 

George, (age, 8) 
Pmna, (age, 5 ) 

daughter?, (age, Lt) 
Abbey, (age, 3) 

His occupation was '\mrks on farm 11
, and Henrietta's was "keeps 

house 11
• His birthplace v:as Virginia, and Henrietta 1 s was Haryland. 

'I'he Lrn story frame house that :Tic ho ls built 0:1. this site vms 
representative of the type built by the :~ore prosperous Black land­
owners ir.. the community. The brush shed, a type also found ir~ 
Charles County, is another significEint feature, since ~t has thoroughly 
vanished from the historical landscape, and it was once common around 
Black settlements in southern I-Iaryland anJ this county. 
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U.S. Cen~us, 1870, 1880 for Montgomery County 
Land Records, :':Io:i.tgornery County Courthouse 
Oral interviews, Tilgh:"Jan Lee 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 
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George w. McDaniel, Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

SRT 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson, Md. 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

7/78 
TELEPHONE 

JOl-926-4510 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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