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Sugarland School 1925-1930
Poolesville Vicinity
Private

ihis one story frame building is the second school house
to have stood on this site. The first was probably built in
the 1870's when the Black community of Sugarland was founded.
Former studenta and teachers at this school recall much of
its q1storwslnce the late 1800°'s and make this an important
site for the history of Black educ&tion in ¥aryland.
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This building was constructed in c, 1925-1930 on the south side
of Sugarland Road, the second school house to have been buillt here., It
has been converted into a dwelling recently., Tilghman recalls the first
school, which he began when he was ten years old in 1903, He continued
through its seven grades, finishing when he was seventeen. The following
descriptions combine his memories of the construction and design of that
school with his memories of school life and give us important glimpses
into the history of education in Montgomerv County,

Lee recalls that the first school was a one story building
with the gable end oriented north towards Sugarland Road, There was a
door in the center of the gable end, The building was frame and
covered by board and batten siding., The boards being 8" to 10" in width
according to Lee, this type of siding was less expensive and quicker to
build than horizontal weatherboards,

On the peak of the roof in front was a small steenle with a hell,
which was rung every morning by whomever made the fire for the school
to alert the community that school was open. It was rung for a good
while., The students came, gathered outside, and pnlayed in the school
yard, Lee said, until the teacher gave the bell "just a good tap" to tell
the students that classes were to begin, At the end of recess, the hell
was tapped again to tell the students it was time to come in, and also
at the end of lunch. Students had an hour for lunch since those who
lived close to school wemt home for lunch,

The school had one room., It was heated by a wood stove placed
in the middle of the room, From it a tin pipme ascended to the brick
chimney that let out through the roof, Lee recalls that during the
cold winter months, coal was burned in the stove., It was furnished by
the county. During the warmer months of early spring and late fall, only
wood was burned, since it did not give off as much heat,

The arrangement of the desks in the rooms was irrevocable and
revealed the authority of the teacher, as did most schools of that time,
The students desks were aligned in three straight columns and were
screwed to the floorboards so they could not be moved about., Each desk
seated two students. They consisted of a seat for the students and a
writing table on the back for the students behind, the table was storage
space for books and naper of the students. In the front of the class-
room was a platform of "about one step up in height" where the teacher's
desk stood. It had a slant top which was hinged and could be lifted 1like
a trunk 1lid, Inside, the teacher kept her books, papers, and class
records, and "nobody went in that desk", Lee recalls, but the teacher.
Behind the desk was the teacher's "big chair", much bigger than the
students' desks, as Lee remembers,

In terms of writing materials, a long blackboard extended across
the front of the classroom. Chaulk was used and not .slate, However,
the younger students did use slate "boards" framed 1ﬁwood, on which they

wrote their lessons," ‘it was wiped off. For this purpose, a small bottle
of water was kept at the student's desk, and water was sprinkled over the
slate, and it was erased with a sponge or cloth, From time to time, ze

remembered, the students sprinkled one another, but if the teacher found
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

out, "vou'd get a whipping"
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The history of this school has been briefly described in the
attached pages which give the perspecitve of one of its students,
Tilghman Lee., Theee is more to be recprded: an interview with
Evelyn Herbert in Martinsburg, whose mother taught at the school
would be the next resource, Lee could be interviedéét
greater length, too. Perhaps there are still artifacts related to
the school in the community or still in the possession of former
students., It is important that the history of this school and of
others be researched further since these schools played such an
important part in the life of the Black community. As Lee's story
makes clear, there was a close bond of cooperation between the
teachers and the par#énts of the students, which included -
aspects of education ranging from discipline to maintenance of
the building itself, It is important that the history of the- =
schools =-- not only+£%é‘building;/but the classroom experience and
the schoolf;'role in the community -~ be recorded.

‘lote: Interview with Tilghman Lee
Sugarland Lane
Poolesville Vicinity
301-972-8454

By Gé@rge !McDaniel
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The nunishment depended upon what the student had done. For
some offenses, Lee remembers that "you might get two licks" with a ruler
or leather strap across the open valm; for worse, ten; and for the worst
(which were not identified) ten or more licks were given, at which time
the other hand took half the licks. The licks Lee recalls, were not
strong enough to bruise, but were to sting your hands and make them sore,
Lee savs that when you came home, your hands were so sore that it was hard
to chon wood or oick up chips for the stove, without your hands hurting,
This presented serious problems because if your parents learned that you
got a whipping at school, they gave you another one for having gotten one
at school,

The school building had three windows on each side. The walls
inside were covered with "wainscotting", that is narrow tongue and groove
siding, The walls inside and out were whitewashed regularly. Usually the
adults in the community did this, while children whitewashed the lower
portions since thev were not allowed on ladders. Wood shinqgles covered the
gable roof,.

The Trustees of the school were responsible for the maintainance and
repair of the school in small ways, while the county was to maintain the
structure itself. For instance, the Trustees would solicit peovnle in the
community to rive shingles and install them to replace loose broken ones,

As for classes, Lee remembers that the one teacher taught the first
through the seventh grades. In the first grade, they learned the bhasic R's,
beginning with the alphabet and spelling., The grades were kept separate,
Lee recalled, with the teacher instructing one group at a time. The older
students did not teach the younger ones as,the older students did in the
“Martinsburg School, according to Lemuel Graham., Each grade was called
separately to the front in Sugarland, They stood up there in line for
their lesson., This was called "coming to class", and the students would
bring their prepared lessons with them, and the teacher would check it
over, The teacher also gave spelling bees, For those who knew the words,
or whatever their lesson was, they were able to return to their desks and
hegin their next assignmeat, while those who did not know theirs had to
stay up front and go over it until they had mastered it., If they still
did not get it, they returned to their desks and studied it over a
If you missed too many le sons due to unpreparedness, Lee remembers, you
would get nunished by losing your recess or perhaps getting a licking.

The school term begun in September and ended in March, because
the older students had to go to work, Lee began the first grade when he
was ten years old (1903) and continued until he was seventeen, After
finishing school at Sugarland, he nlanned to continue with his education in
a high school in Baltimore, since there was no "1igh school for Black
students in the county., The closest ones were in Baltimore and Washington,
Most students in this area, if they did go to high school, went to Baltimore,
They worked with white families - . in return for room and
board. During the day they attended school., But Lee's plans for education
were cut short just after he finished the seventh grade, His teacher,
who acted as liaison to Baltimore schools and families, died. A few months
later his father died, Since he had to take care of his mother, he took
his vlace on his father's farm,

While this story has been individual in nature, it could be repeated
throughout the county and state. Note: For further information on schools,
see Evelyn Hood Herbert in Martinsburg, Her mother taught Tilghman Lee
at Sugarland School during Lee's younger years, and photograph of her has
been coried as part of this survey., '
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925
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