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Sugarland School 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

1925-1930 

lhis one story frame building is the second school house 
to have stood on this site. The first was probably built in 
the 1870's when the Black community of Sugarland was founded. 
Former students and teachers at this school recall much of 
its historW>ince the late 1800's and make this an important 
site for the history of Black educ*tion in xaryland. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building was constructed in c. 1925-1930 on the south side 
of Sugarland Road, the second school house to have been built here. It 
has been converted into a dwelling recently. Tilgh~an recalls the first 
school, which he began when he was ten years old in 1903. He continued 
through its seven grades, finishing when he was seventeen. The following 
descriptions combine his memories of the construction and design of that 
school with his memories of school life and give us important glimpses 
into the history of education in Montgomery County. 

Lee recalls that the first school was a one story building 
with the gable end oriented north towards Sugarland Road. There was a 
door in the center of the gable end. The building was frame and 
covered by board and batten siding. The boards being 8" to 10" in width 
according to Lee, this type of siding was less expensive and quicker to 
build than horizontal weatherboards. 

On the peak of the roof in front was a small steenle with a hell, 
which was rung every morning by whomever made the fire for the school 
to alert the community that school was open. It was rung for a good 
~hile. The students came, gathered outside, and played in the school 
yard, Lee said, until the teacher gave the bell "just a good tap" to tell 
the students that classes were to begin. At the end of recess, the bell 
was tapped again to tell the students it was time to come in, and also 
at the end of lunch. Students had an hour for lunch since those who 
lived close to school went home for lunch. 

The school had one room. It was heated by a wood stove placed 
in the middle of the room. From it a tin pipe ascended to the brick 
chimney that let out through the roof. Lee recalls that during the 
cold winter months, coal was burned in the stove. It was furnished by 
the county. During the warmer months of early spring and late fall, only 
wood was burned, since it did not give off as much heat. 

The arrangement of the desks in the rooms was irrevocable and 
revealed the authority of the teacher, as did most schools of that ti~e. 
The students desks were aligned in three straight columns and were 
screwed to the floorboards so they could not be moved about. Each desk 
seated two students. They consisted of a seat for the students and a 
writing table on the back for the students behind, the table was storage 
space for books and ?aper of the students. In the front of the class
room was a platform of "about one step up in height" where the teacher's 
desk stood. It had a slant top which was hinged and could be lifted like 
a trunk lid. Inside, the teacher kept her books, papers, and class 
records, and "nobody went in that desk", Lee recalls, but the teacher. 
Behind the desk was the teacher's "big chair", much bigger than the 
students' desks, as Lee remembers. 

In terms of writing materials, a long blackboard extended across 
the front of the classroom. Chaulk was used and not,slate. However, 
the younger students did use slate "boards" framed iri]wood, on which they 
wrote their lessons ~1--;f t was wiped off. For this nurp'ose, a small bottle 
of water was kept at the student's desk, and water was sprinkled over the 
slate, and it was erased with a sponge or cloth. From ti~e to time, ?e 
remembereq1 the students sprinkled one another, but if the teacher fDund 

CONTINUE O~ SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
out, "you'd get a whipping". 
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_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE ~EDUCATION _MILITARY ~SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

...xiao0-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT *OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1870. s (first school) BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1925-1930 (second school) 

The history of this school has been briefly described in the 

attached pages which give the perspecitve of one of its students, 

Tilghman Lee. Theee is more to be recDrded1 an interview with 

Evelyn Herbert in Martinsburg, whose mother taught at the school 

would be the next 
"-L 

resource. Lee could be interview at 

greater length, too. Perhaps there are still artifacts related to 

the school in the community or still in the possession of former 

students. It is important that the history of this school and of 

others be researched further since these schools played such an 

important part in the life of the Black community. As Lee's story 

makes clear, there was a close bond of cooperation between the 

teachers and the par$nts of the students, which included ·• 

aspects of education ranging from discipline to maintenance of 

the building itself. It is important that the history of the:·:-: 
-L-' 

schools -- not only i<W building.;, but the classroom experience and 
/ 

the schoolJ~'role in the community be recorded. 

~1ote: Interview with Tilg'1::nan Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicinity 
301-972-8454 
By S§'Orge :·lcDaniel 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George w. McDaniel, Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

SRT 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

July, 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Sugarland School-Physical Description ~7 

The ~unishment depended upon what the student had done. For 
some offenses, Lee remembers that "you might get two licks" with a ruler 
or leather strap across the open ?alm; for vJorse, ten; and for the worst 
(which were not identified) ten or more licks were given, at which time 
the other hand took half the lick$. The licks Lee recalls, were not 
strong enough to bruise, but were to sting your hands and make them sore. 
Lee says that when you came home, your hands were so sore that it was hard 
to chon wood or pick up chips for the stove, without your hands hurting. 
This presented serious problems because if your parents le~rned that you 
got a whipping at school, they gave you another one for having gotten one 
at school. 

Th•:? school building had three windows on each side. The walls 
inside were covered with "wainscotting", that is narrow tongue and groove 
siding. The walls inside and out were whitewashed regularly. Usually the 
adults in the community did this, while children whitewashed the lower 
portions since they were not allowed on ladders. Wood shingles covered the 
gable roof. 

The Trustees of the school were responsible for the maintainance and 
repair of the school in small ways, while the county was to maintain the 
structure itself. For instance, the Trustees would solicit people in the 
community to rive shingles and install them to replace loose broken ones. 

As for classes, Lee remembers that the one teacher taught the first 
through the seventh grades. In the first grade, they learned the basic R's, 
beginning with the alphabet and spelling. The grades were kept separate, 
Lee recalled, with the teacher instructing one group at a time. The older 
students did not teach the younger ones as,the older students did in the 
'1artinsburg School, according to Lemuel Graham. Each grade was called 
separately to the front in Sugarland. They stood up there in line for 
their lesson. This was called "coming to class", and the students would 
bring their prepared lessons with them, arid the teacher would check it 
over. The teacher also ga;,,e spelling bees. For those who knew the words, 
or whatever their lesson was, they were able to return to their desks and 
begin their next assignrneflt, while those who did not know theirs had to 
stay up front and go over it until they had mastered it. If they still 
did not get it, they returned to their desks and studied it over a 
If you missed too many le sons due to unpreparedness, Lee remembers, you 
would get punished by losing your recess or perhaps getting a licking. 

The school term begu.n in September and ended in '1arch, because 
the older students had to go to work. Lee began the first grade when he 
was ten years old (1903) and continued until he was seventeen. After 
finishing school at Sugarland, he planned to continue with his education in 
a high school in Baltimore, since there was no '1igh school for Black 
students in the county. The closest ones ~ere in Baltimore and Washington. 
~-1ost studEmts in this area, if they did qo to high scl-iool, went to Baltimore. 
They worked with white families in return for room and 
board. During the day they attended school. But Lee's plans for education 
were cut short just after he finished the seventh grade. His teacher, 
who acted as liaison to Baltimore schools and families, died. A few months 
later his father died. Since he had to take care of his mother, he took 
his olace on his father's farm. 

· While this story has been individual in nature, it could be repeated 
throughout the county and state. Note: For further information on schools, 
see Evelyn Hood Herbert in 'iartinsburg. Her mother taught Tilghman Lee 
at SugarL::ind School during Lee's younger years, and photograph of her has 
been conied as part of this survey. 
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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