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William Taylor House c. 1876
Poolesville Vicinity

Private

This two story log house, now in ruinous condition, was
built by a former slave William Taylor andhis neighbors in
the Sugarland community., It contained two rooma down and two
up, was heated by wood stoves, and illuminated by large
double hung sash windows. Behind the house stood t he outbuildings
necessary for farm life. Cf the log houses built in the years
after freedom by former slaves, this 1is one of the few to have
survived, and it demonstrates the skills of those builders,
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This ruinous log house constitutes the only vestiges above ground
of the houses built by the founding families of the Black community
at Sugarland. It therefore givesimportant evidence as to the design
and methods of construction of the houses they built, This house
specifically reflects a combination of the old and new methods of building
and design of houses for Black families,

Today the site is overgrown in a forest and cannot be seen from
either Sugarland Road or Partnership Road. During the days of its
occumancy it stood at the northern end of a farm lane that led north
from Sugarland Road through the property of John Branson, Sam Johnson,
John Henry Diggs, and Llovd Coates. (They, like Taylor, were among the
first Black families to »nurchase land in Sugarland). When the Tavlors
lived here, Tilghman Lee, the oral informant from Sugarland, who was
born in 1893 recalls the area was clear, and this house was surrounded
by a grass yard and by fruit trees, (the produce of which was canned,
accordingy to Lee). The house faced toward the east, and the axis of
the gahle roof was oriented north and south (towards the farm lane,
which continued to the front of the house). Behind the house to the
west stood the outbuildings: hen house, corn houses, »rivy, and hog
pens further back.

The house itself stood two full stories, with log walls ascending
to the ton plate of the second floor. Consequently, this is an imposi =
log house since most were simply framed in on the second floor or werec
only one and a half stories high, Since the roof has completely
collansed, the walls stand like an empty shell Tha center of the west
wall has fallen down, but it can be disc#sed that this length contained
two windows down and two un, On the facade, (east length) there w7as a
door centrally located, flanked by two windows on either side. A door
led through the southern gable end and served as the more informal
"hack door”, the one family used to go hack and forth to the outbulldlnﬁs
and work nlaceq behind the house,

Accorﬂlng to, m;lghﬂan Lee, this house - - like the other log houses
0of Sugarland - - were constructed by the men in the community, not by
hired carpenters. Thev felled thetrees in the woods, hauled them to
the site, and hewed them out, For this house, massive oak logs were
used, Thev were hewed on two sides and notched in a "v" cut at t' e
corners. To raise them up to the height of the second floor n»nreseited
a interesting »nroblem since scaffolding was not availahle. To do so0,
the log was hoisted up by hand to shoulder level by several men, then
five or six others nushed it un with long "spike noles" to several
men who were waiting for it on to» of the wall, Their job was to zuide
the log into nlace.

Though Tilghman Lee ha:dl never seen a log &welling »eing built, he had
seen log bharns constructed and remembers thev used the traditional
techniques of house building to construct them, Tor frame houses, he
says, they constructed the frame first, attached all the members on the
ground for each wall, then raised that wall into »lace, setting into the
log sills. They connected the walls to one another Y“v ‘the "»lates whi

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARyvWere raised into place like logs,
of a log house. (continued)
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Since this house is the last of its %ind to have survived
in Sugarland,itdeserves further studv., In order to record it
most fully, I recommend that Tilghman Lee be videotaoned at this
site during the fall, when the site will be clear of thick
vegjetation. He could describe the history of this house,
and the life style of its occupants and that of other families
in Sugarland, who lived in similar log houses.

The house is too far gone to be restored, but ways in which
its materials could be re-used by the community ought to be
considered, after the site has been thoroughly photogranhed.

According to Tilghman Lee, Milliam Tavylor was one of the
"o0ld slavery-time »eople" who founded Sugarland, This is
sunported by the deed, L/F: EBPI‘*/',"zwhich shows William Taylor
buving this property from Robert Allnutt (a white landowner) in
1876. Thus, he was among the first of the former slaves to
nurchase land in this community. Probably he built his house at
this time, so this house was also among the first.

Its log construction, its simnlicity of design, the absence
of decorative detail, and its construction by the community
(instead of hired carmenters) are continuations of earlier
traditions of house-building during slaverr., Ilowever, its full
two stories, its two room down and two room up floor plan, and
the presence of manufactured and nurchase materials such as wood
stoves and glass windows show the breaking away from slavery and
the freedom to huildg larqger, more ocmfortable houses, and the
ability to huv materials to do 30,

In short, this house marks the transition from slavery to free-
dom.

MTote: Interview with Tilghman Les
Sugarland Lane
Poolesville Vicinitv
301-972-8454
Bv Cecrqge “Mchaniel

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Lee recalls that the Taylor house contained two rooms down and two un,
The two rooms downstairs were the kitchen and the living room, the livirn
room heing the northernmost rocom. Its gable wall had no onening., nNDividineg
the two rooms was a hoxed stairway, Lee does not clearly remember where
the stove flue was located, nor is it evident in the ruins of the house,

It is certain that there was no firenlace; wood stoves were used, as in

the other loqg houses of Sugarland, The walls of the house were whitewashed
inside and out, traces: 7 S {zh remain onr the mud nlaster covering the roch
in=-fill »etween the logs. The rocks had “Heen carefully aliqgned into

nlace to create an even surface for the mud nlaster, The plaster l.ad been
annlied very snmoothly, no woard siding was used,

I.ee recalls that the upstairs was used as sleening -uarters, and the
attic was used onlv for storaqe., DPortions of the collansed roof wex
still covered hv hand-rived shingles,

Though the house is 1lo75, it still contains some purchased matcrials
that wer not found in the log houses of southern MMaryland., For cxample,
the windows were much larqger, containing decuble hung sashes with & ¥ 6
panes, according to Lee, Wood stoves werz used instead of fireplaces,
Large wrought spikes fastcned the window frames into the adjoining ends
of +he logs (instead ¢of hand-carved wooden =ejs as in southern "tarvland),
A1l trese features, including the size of the log house indicate the
nresence of a little more money and access to manufactured goods, than
evident in comparable houczes of blac* landowvners in southern ‘far-—sland,

Some faatures of the house have been changed, For 2xamnle, Tilginan
and Dessie Lee remember that the logs of the house were left ware, ile
today they are covered with a variety of “erman siding. The founiation
stones nave sunk down into the qroun?, Hringing the 3il1lls almost laval
to the earth, Lee recalls that therc was usually a crawl snace under
the house., A large sawn block 0of Seneca zzndstone was used Lo sunnort
the =111 of the house in the northwest corner, Lee says that it vas
comnon for black families to use scrars “rom the nearby ~quarry for
»uilding »nurvnoses,

For further details of this house, rofer to the taped interviow with
Tilghman Tee and Bessie Lee, omaniel, Ida Hallman, Vesley
Stubhs, and Gail Rothkrockt, Ju

0

AN ¥

Notes; Research of the U.3. census of 1870 for Nontgomery,has
located the family of william Taylor. He was born in 1831 and his
occupation was given as "farm laborer". His wife's name was Lanor (?)
and whe was born 1832, Her occupation was domestic servant. Thier
children were named Alice , born in 1850; Maria, born in 1864;.
Fenton, born in 1858; and George, born in 1866, Alice was a domestic
servant too.

The deed of 1891 for ¥.,Z, Church in Sugarland lists Fenton Taylor
as one of the Trustees, along with his father, So the Taylor family
was one of the leading familles in the community. (JA 19/25 is the
deed).
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MAP 11

SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925

Key

JAMES BECWWITH BSTD. 3.00 AC.
TILGEMAN AECK/ITH RSTD. 4.00 AC.
JOBN ADAMS HSTD. 12.00 &C.
LEN1S GARNETT RSTD. 16.00 AC.
PETER JACKSON HSTD. 3.00 AC.
PATRICK HEBRON HSTD. 17.00 iC.
LUXE HEBRON HSTD.
RORERT HEBRON HSTD.
NATHAN JOHNSON ASTD. 3.00 AC.
FOST OFFICE
JOHN HIGGINS RSTD. 4.00 AC.
. JOE CURTIS ESTD. 6.00 C.
EASIL DORSEY HSTD. £.00 AC.
ST. PAUL'S M.E. CHURCH 1.00 AC.
HORACE JACKSON #STD. 2.00 K.
. SUGARLAD 5CHOOL 1.00 AC.
. SAM BEANDER FSTD. £.20 &C.
THOMAS NICHOLS aSTD. 10.00 AC.
BENJAMIN SPARROUGH ESTD. 14.75 &«C.
. SUGARLAND STORE
CHARLES JACKSON PSTD. 4.50 AC.
18, LUXE LYNCH & FAMILY HSTD. 10.00 AC.
19. WILLIAM TAYIOR #STD. 3.00 AC.
20. - LIOYD COATES HSTD. 4.00 AC.
21. SAMUEL JOHNSON HSTD. 4,00 AC.
22. JOHN DIGGS HSTD. 4,00 AC.
23. JOHN BRANISON ASTD. 11.00 AC.
24, RAF BRANISON SSTD. 6.00 £C.
25. PHILLIP JOMNSON BSTD. 6,00 AC.
26. ISAAC BELL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
27. SAMUEL LEE HSTD. £.00 AC.
28. LEVI HALL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
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