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William Taylor House 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1876 

This two story log house, now in ru~nous condition, was 
built by a former slave William Taylor and.his neighbors in 
the Sugarland community. It contained two rooms down and two 
up, was heated by wood stoves, and illuminated by large 
double hung sash windows. Behind the house stood t he outbuildings 
necessary for farm life. Cf the log houses built in the years 
after freedom by former slaves, this is one of the few to have 
survived, and it demonstrates the skills of those builders. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This ruinous log house constitutes the only vestiges above ground 
of the houses built hy the founding families of the Black corn.rnuni ty 
at Sugarland. It therefore gives important evidence as to the design 
and methods of construction of the houses they built. This house 
specifically reflects a combination of the old and new ~et~ods of buildin~ 
and design of houses for Black families. 

Today the site is overgrown in a forest and cannot be seen from 
either Sugarland Road or Partnership Road. During the days of its 
occunancy it stood at the northern end of a far~ lane that led north 
from Sugarland Road throuJh the ~roperty of John Branson, Sam Johnson, 
John Henry Diggs, and Lloyd Coates. (They, like Taylor, were among the 
first Black families to -;)Urchase land in Sugarland). :\Then the Taylors 
lived here, Tilghman Lee, the oral informan~ from Sugarland, who was 
born in 1893 recalls the area was clea~ and this house was surrounded 
bv a grass yard and by fruit trees, (tlie rroduce of which was cannE'd, 
accordin3 to Lee). The house faced toward the east, and the axis of 
the gable roof was oriented north and south (towards the farm lane, 
which continued to the front of the house) • Behind the house to the 
west stood the outbuildings: hen house, corn houses, ~rivy, and hog 
pens further back. 

The house i tse·lf stood two full stories, with log •.valls ascendinq 
to the to~ plate of the second floor. Consequently, this is an imoosj ~ 
log house since most were simply framed in on the second floor or werL 
only one and a half stories high. Since the roof has com?letely 
collaDsed, the walls stand like an emptv shell. The center of t~e west 
wall has fallen down, but it can be dis~~ed that this length contained 
two windows dm·m and b:o U?• On the facade, (east lenqth) there ~Tas a 
door centrally located, flanked ';Jy tHo windff:7s on either side. A d.oor 
led through the southern gable end and served as the more informal 
"l::lack door", the one family used to go 'l:lac1::: and fortl-i to the outb1.iildin-:;s 
and work nlaces hehind tl-ie house. 

l\ccorci ng to ..... ,';l'i. lghnan Lee, this house - - like the other log houses 
of Sugarland - - ~e constructed by the ~en in the co'.":lmunity, not hy 
~ired car?enters. They felled the-frees in the woods, hauled the:::i. to 
the site, and hewed t.l-iem out. For this house, '1lassi ve oak 103s were 
used. ri:'hey were hewed on t·10 sides and notched in a "v" cut at t" e 
corners. To raise them up to the height of the second floor nrese1ted 
a interesting ~roblern since scaffolding was not availa~le. To do ao, 
the log '·7as hoisted un hy '!-land to shoulder level hy several men, then 
five or six others pushed it u~ with long "spike ooles" to sev~ral 
men who ~ere waitinJ for it on to., of the ~all. Their job ~as to 3ui~e 
the log into nlace. 

Thou~h Tilgh~an Lee ha1 ne~er seen a log ~relling ~eing ~uilt, he had 
seen log barns constructed and remembers they used the traditional 
techni~ues of house building to construct the~. ror frame houses, he 
says, they constructed the frame first, attached all e1e rnem':lers on t'le 
ground for each wall, then raised that wall into "Jlace 1 setting into th~ 

/ " 1 ' },' log sills. They connected the ·.-1alls to one another '-)y the .., ates w .i 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARYwere raised into ?lace like logs, 
of a log house. (continued) 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Since this house is the last of its kind to have survived 
in Sugarland,itdeserves furt~er 3tudy. In order to record it 
:;iost fully, I recor:unend that Tilghman Lee be videota::ied at this 
site during the fall, when the site will be clear of thick 
ve3etation. He could describe tJ1e history of this house, 
and the life style of its occupants and that of other families 
in Sugarland, who lived in similar log houses. 

The house is too far gone to be restored, but ways in which 
its materials could be re-used '::Jy tt1e comnmnity ought to be 
considered, after the site has been thoroughly photogra?hed. 

According to Tilghman Lee, ~illiam Taylor was one of the 
"old slavery-time people" who founded Sugarland. This is 
supported by the deed, L/F: EBP/W~n,.,hich shO'ws ~-Hlliam Taylor 
buying this property from Robert Allnutt (a white landowner) in 
1876. Thus, he was among t!'le first of the former slaves to 
nurchase land in this community. Proba~ly he built his house at 
this time, so this house was also among the first. 

Its log construction, its sim?licity of design, the absence 
of decorative detail, and its construction by the community 
(instead of hired carpenters) are continuations of earlier 
traditions of house-building during s laver~r. ~!m:ever, its full 
t'.·rn stories, its t•:10 room dow·n and two roorr. up floor plan, and 
the nresence of manufactured and nurchase ~aterials such as wood - -
stoves and glass windows show the breaking away from slavery and 
the freedom to buildg larger, more oc~fortable houses, and the 
a~ility to ~uy materials to do so. 

In short, this hous~ ~ar~s the transition fro~ slavery to free
norn. 

~!ote: Interview ··1i t:i .,.,i lg""lman Lee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poolesville Vicini~, 
301-972-8454 
R;· GeorJe ·~cDaniel 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Lee recalls that the 'T'aylor 'louse contained t·~10 rooms :::o··:'1 and two u.,. 
'The two roons dmmstairs ~ . .;ere t1le ki tc1len and the livi:·v:; rooM, the livir,·J 
room being the northernmost room. Its 1able wall had no onenin1. ~ivinin~ 
the t·,;o rooMs ~,;as a ;-,oxen stain .. ·ay. Lee does not clearl:1 re::ien..hcr ,,,":ere 
the stove flue was located, nor is it evident in t~e ruins of the house. 
It is certain that there was no firc~lace: wood stoves ~ere used, as in 
the other lo<J '!"louses of Sugar land. The walls of t'1e house ~.;ere · . .,hi te· . .,ash.-2·~ 
inside and out, t:rncr" "· . ·"" .''. '-·::h remain o~ th~ mud plaster c·.:iverin'J t'1c roc1: 

in-fill ':>et1een the logs. T11P rocks had. ')cen carefully ali1ned into 
':".llace to create an even surface for t':e mud ':"'laster. The :olaster :.ad i.)ccn 
a:-iolied very snoot'1ly, no '-,oarc1 sidin'J ·,.,as u~ea. 

Lee recalls that the U?Stairs was usen as slee?ing 1uarters, and the 
attic was used onl~ for stora'}e. ~ortions of the colla?sed roof were 
still cov~red '.;v hand-riv~i 3hint]les. 
~~ough the house is 101, it still contains some purchased natcrials 

t~a t '.JC~ not found in t:~~ 1og houses of southern ·~aryland. For t~XJ.mple, 
t~e ".,,,rin~1cr ... ~s ·Here muc'.-1 larJer, containing dcu::,lc hung sashes ·.,:it~1 ·S ~.,: 6 
p3nes, nccordinJ to Lee. ~ood stoves ~ere used insteai of fireplaces. 
Lar1e ~rou3ht s~ikes fastened the window frames into th0 adjoininJ ends 
of ~,..,~ lo1s (instead of ha!1n-carved '..;roode"!1 '-ieJs as in souther:: ·~ar'(la!1d). 
All t~ese features, including the size o~ the log house indicate t~c 
ryresencc of a little more ~0!1ey and acce3s to ~anufactured CJC~ds, than 
evi'.1e:-;t :.!1 co:n?arahle 'i.ouses of blac': 13.nco ·mers in >outhern ·~ar-/:!.a:-1d. 

Some ::>~a tu res of t '1r. ~,ous e have bee::i c'!o. '1qed. For ·~xam.,le, ~L'.. '; .. ::'.lan 
and Dessie Lee remem'Jer t~1at the logs of t,_,e house ·:mre left '·)::ir-::, ·.hi le 
todL'ly t"I-, !'>Y arc covereJ '.'i t'.1 a variet:i' of "er77la:-:. s i2ing. ~he :o:.in .~.J. ti on 
stones ~~ve sunk down into the t]roun~, 'Jrin3ing th~ sills al~o3t l0v0l 
to t'i~ cart~. Lee r~c3lls that there ~as usually a cra~l S?ac~ ~~1~r 
the ~ous 0 • A lar'JC sa~n block of Seneca 3a~dstone was use~ ~o s~~~ort 
the ~ i 11 of t!"le house in tl--c north·11es t cor'1ar. !:.,ee says t1:.at it ·'a"" 
com~o~ ~or black fa~ilies ta use scra~s ~r0~ t~e n~ar~y ,uarr7 fer 
huil~i~J ~nrposcs. 

Fer 4"ur~'1er details cf t:1is house, r::fer to t11e ta7)e~ intc,...•1i-::-.1 .\·it!-', 
Til']~-:iar1 r.ee and Bessie TJee, "J7 ~eor1r~ "'.c!"}a1iel, I:!a 1!allrnan, ~,~~s~.-~'_/ 
Stui 1)3 1 =me Gail Rotl-,roct:, July 19, 1978 

(' . · 1 I 
;.,., ... 

Notei Research of the U.S. census of 1870 for ~ontgomery~has 
located the family of 'fiilliam Taylor. He was born in 1831 and his 
occuoation was uiven as "farm laborer". His wife's name was Lanor (?) 
and ~he was bor~ 1832. Her occupation was domestic servant. ·Thier 
children were named Alice , born in 1850; Y:aria, born in 1864; 
Fenton, born in 1858; and George, born in 1866. Alice was a domestic 
servant too. 

The deed of 1891 for ~.E. Church in Sugarland lists Fenton Taylor 
as one of the Trustees, along with his father. So the Taylor family 
was one of the leading families in the community. (JA 19/25 is the 
deed). 
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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