
John Branison House (Site) 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1654 

This two story, frame house was built because its owner 
wanted to build a home in the "higher style", which was frame 
instead of log, according to a elderly oral informant in the 
community. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tilghman Lee recalls that this house was a frame house, 
two stories in height. Like other frame houses in Sugarland, 
it was sheathed with weatherboards that were whitewashed. 

Lee says that it was built after the log houses because 
Branison was younger and wanted to build his house in the 
"higher style", which was frame instead of log. 

:~ote: Interview •.lith 'filghnan Lee 
Poolesville Vicinty 
Sugarland Lane 
301-972-8454 
July, 1978 
By George ~cnaniel 
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This house was representative of the house built by Black landowners 
of the last decades of the 19th century. Tilghman Lee's explanation that 
this house was frame, instead of log, because frame houses were considered 
more in keeping with the styles of the time is supported by the testimony 
of other Black informants in the country, such as Lemuel Graham in 
r:artinsburg. 

The U.S. Census for ~ontgomery County for 1880 lists John Branison 
(sic) with wife Mary. He was born in 1850, and she in 1854. Her 
occupation was "keeping house", while his was "work on farm". Tilghman 
Lee confirms that Jonn Branison's wife was named Mary. Branison 1 s 
children were: 

Arthur, age 10 
Sarah, age 9 
Anna, age 6 
Ida, age 5 
~:am~e, age 3 
Hattie, age 1 
]enrietta, age 1 

Tilg'.man Lee rern.er;bers that two of the Branison children were named 
Arthur and 1-:amie, so this is the Sugar land fa~ily. 

According to deed :SBP 29/7~, John Branison purchased this tract of 
11 acres j_n 1880 from A. Pleasants ::!ebb and Anne A. Webb,- and the Si tlers. 
Thus this is one of the older generation of houses, nearly contemporary 
to the \\'illian Taylor house. In order for Branison to build a fraMe 
house at this time instead of the ~ore com~onplace log dwelling, his 
far.1ily must have been s01~_eV1hat cetter off econor.lically or been r:ore 
concerned about investine their rroney in a house of the newer style. 
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NAME n1TLE '.'/esley Stubbs, Research Assistant 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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