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Raf Branison House 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

c. 1880 1 s 

This was a small, one story log house that consisted of two rooms 
downstairs. The upstairs was used only for storage. One room was used 
as 1dtchen and dining room and the other as a bedroom and living room. 
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_ FAIR 

CONDITION 
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CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

:XORIGfNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL A-PPEARANCE 

Tilghman Lee says that this site was occupied by the 
Raf Branison, even though the deed shows that the property 
was purchased by John Branison, his brother. It was a small log 
house, with two rooms downstairs. There was a low attic that was 
used only for storage. The front of the house faced east, and 
the gable end of the house was oriented north toward Sugarland Road. 
The front door opened into the kitchen, and the other room was 
the bedroom, where the parents and their one child slept. Lee 
explained that when the child "got big enough to know things", the 
parents put up a curtain around their bed to create a measure 
of privacy. 

~Tote: Interview with Tilghnan !.iee 
Sugarland Lane 
Poodesville Vicinty 
301-972-8454 
By GeorJe ·:cDaniel 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES c.1/Po :S BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This small log house represents the earlier stage of housing of the 
Black landowners. A log touse was probably built, instead of a frame 
one like his brother John's, because Raf was apparently not as prosperous 
as his brother. This is suggested by the fact that the land was purchased 
by his brother, and John let his brother Raf live on it. ?11is farr:ily 
cooperation is similar to that of the Hebron and the Lynch families in 
Susarland. 

Deed 194/133, dated 1907, shows that John Branson, Sr. bequeatlrnd 
this property to his heirs: John Branson, Jr. and his wife i·:'.:ary Duffin: 
and Frank Branson and his wife Viargaret Jackson: and Isaac Branson. It 
also said that John Branson, Sr. had acquired this tract from Catherine 
Webb and her husband (a couple who sold much of the land to the Black 
families in Sugarland) but no "being clause''was given in the deed to 
identify that transaction, nor is John Branson listed as in the index 
as grantee fror:i the \'/ebbs. Due to the time limitations of the survey, 
further records could not be investigated. Perhaps examination of the 
John Branison'sr;!llight identify the liber/folio of the purchase and 
furnish its date.\ 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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ORGANIZATION 
George ~·1. '1cDanie 1, Sur'lre;yor '\iesley StYb"bs 1\ssistant 

DATE J 

Sugarloaf Regional ~rails Jul?, 19 78 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY, 

c. 1900-1925 
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