
,..aryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic J~ Trundle Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 

Survey Nol' 1 7 -44 

Magi No • l E O 3 6 5 5 6 3 5 

DOE _yes no 

street&number Old River Rd .. opposite Sycamore I.anding Rd _notforpubllcatlon 

city, town Poolesville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
~ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
~no 

congressional district 2 n d 

Montgonery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_ rellglous 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Joseph A Muldoon, Jr. 

street & number 5101 Wisconsin Ave., N.W. telephone no.: 

city, town Washington, D.C. state and zip code 20016 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthanse liber 5036 

street & number folio 838 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 

b. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _federal ~state ~county _local 

")()Sltory for survey records M-NCPPC Park Historian's Off ice 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 



f3 DE'SCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 9HECK ONE 

{ORIGINAL SITE 

t1 ·. t7-¥V 

_EXCELLENT 

f GOOD 
_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_,AJNALTERED 

{ALTERED _MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This was obviously the home of a prosperous farmer. The 
main block of the house is a large, square section that faces 
west. The house is two-stories, with a full living-space attic. 
The main "A" roof is offset by a large center gable on the west 
(main) facade. A stove-type chimney is centered on the ridge 
of the main roof. The heavy cornice is returned, and there 
are pairs of round-headed windows in both gable-ends. Window 
sash is 2/2, and there are tall, oversized windows at the first 
floor level. There is a lower, two-story, jetty-type extension 
on the east, and a long wing of similar height continuing from 
the north end of the main house. 

There is an excellent collection of farm buildings here, 
including a well-tower with an open, belfry-type of roof (only 
other one seen in the area is at the Williams Farm (#17-27) on 
Westerly Road.) There is also a three-story, frame barn, sev-eral 
sheds and corn cribs, and a building that may have housed a 
blacksmith shop-since it appears to have a large chimney. 

(Was not able to examine the farm closely.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



S.ignificance Survey No. !J. ' 
l . 

·'7 - {J ll 
' l j 

:iod 
_ prehistoric 
-- 140~1499 

1500-1599 
160~1699 

_ 170~1799 
:_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

'eclflc dates 

Areas of Slgnlficanc--Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
- agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
--X'.. architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

ceck: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

~epare both a swnmary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
Jpport. 

The J. Trundle Farmhouse is a large, interesting but somewhat 
unusual looking rural vernacular dwelling. It is unusual in that 
there are no other structures which closely resemble this one in 
the area. It appears to have been constructed in parts which may 
explain its unique appearence. In addition, the Trundle farm also 
has an excellent collection of farm buildings among which are a 
well tower and a three story frame barn. On the whole, the struc
tures found on the Trundle farm are considerable larger then aver
age indicating this was the farm of a prosperous farmer. 

The house was built by James T. Trundle about 1876.1 James 
built his house on 204 acres of tracts.of land referred to as "Re
survey on Carsbasket" and "Resurvey on Blantyre" which he purchased 
in November of 1873 from John H. and Annie E. Allnutt.2 The all
nutts owned the adjoining farm; evidently selli~g off part of their 
original 366 1/4 acres. James Trundle is listed in Boyd's, His
tory of Montgomery County, Maryland as a farmer. James raisecr-
wheat, corn and rye as well as cattle, pigs and horses.3 James 
lived here with his wife, Elizabeth Ellen until his death in Fe
bruary of 1918. He left the farm, which now totalled 500 acres, 
to Elizabeth to be p~ssed on to his nephew, Americus Dawson Trun
dle after her death. Elizabeth died in February of 1919 and the 
farm became the property of Americus who resided here with his wife, 
Lucy until 1927 when the property was foreclosed on. The property 
was then described as a combination of three farms (one being the 
"home farm of the late, James Trundle" and the "farm on which A. 
Dawson Trundle now resides"). The improvements were described as 
a "large up-to-date dwelling with modern imporvements" (the large 
main block is possibly an early twentieth century addition), large 
barn about 75'xll5', tenant houses, other barns and necessary out
buildings.5 

The property was sold to the New York Life Insurance Corpora
tion, who held the mortgage. since then the farm has passed through 
a succession of corporate owners. In October of 1977 it was pur-
chased by the present owner, Joseph A. Muldoon,Jr.6 

See Attachment Sheet A for footnotes 



Attachment Sheet A 

1
The date given is based on the date that the property first ap

pears in the tax assesment books with imporvements listed. J. Trun
dle also appears on the county map of 1879. 

2oeed EBP 11/296, Montgomery County Land Records. 

3 Inventory HCA 20/175-176, Montgomery County Register of Wills. 

4will HCA 19/444, 

5
Equity #4783, Montgomery County Judgement Records, 40/35. 

6
oeed 5036/838, Montgomery County Land Records. 

II 



'· Major EUbliographical References Survey No. M : ( 7 -lj 4 

Montgomery County Land Records 
Montgomery County Judgement Records 
Montgomery County Register of Wills 

, O. Geographical Data 
::reage of nominated property 477.80 acres 

-uadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

'J'M References do NOT complete UTM references 

LL-1 I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I 
Northing 

0 w1.,,,.. ...... 1...,....., ___ 11, I I 

Zone Easting Northing 

c L.i_J I~ __ ...... 
LLLJ I 

D LLJ ..._I .._I ____ 1 _I ...__ ___ _ 
.......... ....__. ___ _ 

F LL_j 
G LLJ .__I ......_._ __ H LL_j 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

'I 

:..ist all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

code county code 

~ 1. Form Prepared By 

:vime/tltle Catherine Crawford 

;:,rganlzatlonMont. Co. Hist. Pres. Comm. date 2 I 84 

ztreet & number telephone 
} . 

::::ityortown Rockville state Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to b,e found in· the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181.KA~ 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



M#l 7-44 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST /~() 3'-.~~~3.~ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

J. Trundle Farm 
AND/OR COMMON 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Old River Road, opposite Sycamore Landing Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSiONAL DISTRICT 

Poolesville 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

_puauc 
~PRIVATE 
_BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 

~TATUS 
-OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRE~S 

CATEGORY 

-}llSTRICT 

YBUILDING<S~ 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT. 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

ACCESSIBLF 
_YES: RESTRI(.,: . .., 

_BEING CONSIDERED i~S: UNRESTRICl'EO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

was Seigel-now Levitt Bros., Inc. 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

6LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

ClTY. TOWN 

Rockville 

fl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

D-"TE 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

/ PRESENT USE 
~GRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIOEN:t 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

__ INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATIOS 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 

Liber :;: : 
Folio ~: 

STATE 

.Marv land 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COU.''HY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

I 
' 

I 
~ 



D DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

fGOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

u,...,:..L"'."EREO 

:Z,uTE~EO 

!HECK ONE 

_QRIGfNAl SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This was obviously the home o= a prosperous farmer. The 
main block of the house is a large, square section that faces 
west. The house is two-stories, wi~~ a full living-space attic. 
The main "A" roof is offset by a la=ge center gable on the west 
(main) facade. A stove-type chir.~ey is centered on the ridge 
of the main roof. The heavy cornice is returned, and there 
are pairs of round-headed windOW's L~ both gable-ends. WindOW' 
sash is 2/2, and there are tall, oversized windOW's at the first 
floor level. There is a lOW'er, two-story, jetty-type extension 
on the east, and a long wing of similar height continuing from 
the north end of the main house. 

There is an excellent collection of farm buildings here, 
including a well-tOW'er with an open, belfry-type of roof {only 
other one seen in the area is at the Williams Farm (#17-27) on 
Westerly Road.) There is also a three-story, frame barn, several. 
sheds and corn cribs, and a buildi.J}g that may have housed a 
blacksmith shop-since it appears to have a large chimney. 

(Was not able to examine the farm closely.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

.. 
i 
1 



El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

_/700-1799 

f_ 1 800-1 899 

_1900-

__AflCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

--AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS 

__ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

__ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION!SETTLEMENi 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTi.,RE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_Ml UT ARY 

_MUSIC 

_PH'LOSOPHY 

_POL:TICS;GOVERNM ENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- J 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

_PELlGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL·m;\lt>.r-..IT~"<t . .:.N 

_iHEA,.ER 

_TR;..NSPO?TA no ... 

_Q-H;;R <SPECIFY~ 



fIJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARJri.TE SHEET IF NECESSARY _______________________ ...;..;..... _______________ ~"-~-
lmGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

... --~1· 1:· Cl 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

-------------------------·----------------------~ STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Michael F. I?wyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Silver Spring 

DATE 

12/3/73 
TEL!:PHONE 

589-1480 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officia2.ly created 
by aD Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be fou.:.1d in the 
~.nnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 

P5- 1109 
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~n-# 

LOCATION t2,1ut../2- t2cJ.. ~ SVCIJNo!C.€:_ t:_Ml:>nVd- /d. //otJU.St//LC-e /lt<£. ,; 

FACADE 5 (A) T/9/C tN ;:;e."74( r/tl&M€-S ~ d 

PHOTO TAKEN 12/3/73 ff.?JtvyU--





NAME :5!iH£S 7/lutJb(.-i. FIJ/V1 

LOCATION /LltJt.IL k/. >.t S'IC/?#tJk L/9-lvo1N& £<i /?~Sv/a-£, /lfd. 

FACADE S 

PHOTO TAKEN /z./ 3/73 J1. l)wyo._ 


