
T!i-17-51-14 
George and Ora Lyles House 
Private 
Jerusalem (Poolesville vicinity) 

1924 

This fine two story frame house with four rooms down 
and four up is one of the largest built by black landowners 
in rural Montgomery County in the first quarter of the 20th 
century. Its present owner/occupant, Ora McPherson Lyles, 
raised in the McPherson house next door, has a rich store 
of knowledge about family and community history. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
i•1ag1 tt 
~1'.-17-51-14 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 
George and Ora Lyles House 

ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER ·Nest side of Jerusalem Rd. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CITY. TOWN 
Jerusalem Xv1ciNiTvoFPoolesville 9 

STATE 
rv:d. 

IJCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .XocCUPIEO 

_BUILDINGIS) APRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

ASTRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

No 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Ora s. Lyles 

ST~EET & NUMBER 
lebl6 Jerusalem Church Rd. 

CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville 

-1.YES RESTRICTED 

_YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

~ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL J(PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 349-3396 

Liber #: 

STATE , Zlp code 
Md. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 
Folio #: 

Registry of Deeds, £ounty Courtnouse 

1978 

603 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Md. 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

None 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

&GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

){.ALTERED 

~1'.1/-S/-/Y 

CHECK ONE 

AORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story house faces east and stands on the west side of 
Jerusaler;1 Church ]d. In front of 5_ t is a well-1rnpt lawn wj_ t~1 sl:ade 
trees, and to t~e north is a ssall ve~etable rarden. ~o the south is 
a tract also owned by t~e Lyles, a~d on that property stands a lone 
:i1obile l101'Y'e. 

'.::'te house consi_:-:ts of esser:.t:'_all" two sectio~1s: t::e 1Jri:1cinal 
')Y1P "hloc'· a;"r:1 acd-i -!--:' OnC' C\ 1• L'"e '10rL.:-~ffi <=7-i Oe r-ii,e <'rl '~Cl ral '~10~~.;-
i~ 'a. double-"ril~ :;,~1~se...,in._-;>l~n,-:iavi;s t;ro ~nit~ i~~ft.~nt"'and~tVlo -beh:i.nc~. 
The principal bloc1;: is three baye in length and two in de1Jth. D.1e ba~~s 
alonir the fro::J.t lenc:tl1 are two windows and a door placed as a side · 
entrar..ce, oDening into a stair ~1all. Outside, the- entire facade is 
sheltered by a s:'.1.ed porch supported by handsome turned -":osts with 
ban::.;.isters between t~1en. T:.ie frar:ce is sheathed with Germ.an siding, 
and is topped v.ri tr'. a hi"._Jped roof. '::'here ~-s a :::;able dormer r.rindori with 
jer'dn-head. 

Inside the house, the front rooi::s are t:'.1.e stair J.1all and living 
room, and behind them are the dining room and ~d tchen. ~rie li vine roon: 
has a number of fani1y pictures on the wall: Charles ~:c:?herson and 
Jose-phine Duffin, }larents of Ora Lyles: Cra and George Lyles' wedding 
picture: and the narriage license of her parents as well as her ovrn. 
r:rs. Lyles also has pictures of people special to her life, such as 
a photograph of her l:rnsic teacher. In addition, she l1as coo::s of 
poems, wI'-ich she loves to read and nerr:orize. She also 'l-cas l:.er fani_.._J 
Bible which contains a record of :rnr fanily, and an ..:U.r.:a:1ac of tl:e 
:·ear of '!rnr lJi.rt:: ( 1 ~.?Lf) in v:~:ic:: the paze and day of ~:er birt~1 ~were 
Dar"':::ed [,~ .... !1er n1otJ_J.i::r. I~: t}~e ,·:~L =:c~-~e~-~- ~-s a -:er~, .. larse a.1-10_ :10...~:Gso~-!e 

wood stoveJ riroba~~l:,· Jf t:-_e 9a;_"1:- l? J'.1' s a-,-,d still in f:5_~:e wor'~ L-1
: 

canditio~. ~nstairs t~ere are four bedroo~s and a bat~, plus an attic. 
The house als6 ~as B base~ent. 

Attached to the northern side of the house is the second section. 
It consists of several one story frame rooms. T'he northwest one served 
as a comnmnity grocery store operated by the Lyles, a;:id the others 
included a small restroom and a second ~itchen. 

ITo ·es: Cral Interviev1 vii th Cra Lyles 
18616 Jerusaler: ·::::::mrch :::'.d. 
Jerusalen: Comr:.rnni ty 
August, 1978 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.>REHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_i600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 _A'lT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

X_ 1900- __ COMMUNICAT'ONS _INDUSiRY _POLITICS GOVERNMENT 

_iNVENT10N 

_SOCIA l/HU MANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ TRM<SPORTATION 

XOTHER 1SPECIFY' 

Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1924 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry l"ord and _:]_ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'lhis two story house vii th four rooms dovm and four up is one of 
the largest built by Blac~:;: landowners in the first quarter of the 
20th century. There were scores of log houses and a ~ood :11any tvro 
story fran:e houses vri_ th two roons down and two up, but very few to 
equal this one in size. 

Deed :FBS 268/9 shows tl:at George and Cra Lyles purchased this 
nroperty of 3.3 acres in 1915 from the Poole family. ::rs. Lyles 
recalls that the house was built in 1924. She and her husband 
(now deceased) had worked in ?hiladelphia, New Yorl<:: and New Jersey 
as a "first class butler': and a "first class cook " in order to 
save :10ney to 1Juilcl tL:.i_s house after their marria_se in 1915. =:rs. 

Lyles' last job, s~e re~embers, was as the coo~ for the daug~ter of 

Senator Newland in -,·,·ashington • ., In 1924 they hired two white car~enters 

I-ie11ry ?ord and ·,..crag:;er fron Beallsv:i_lle at a rate of :2. 50 per day 
Der nerson. Combi::1~-n~ the costs of labor, 1::uildinc uaterials, and 
decorative trLr:~_ng the house cost a little over ~2,000, ::rs. Lyles 
recalls. ?or t~1at ti:·:e, that i:1as of course, an forn~_dable ar;,ount of 
:;10ney .. 

-'~:'.'ter buildj_n,::; the house, George Lyles wor:\:ed as a trac:: ;:-ian on 
the railroad and later wor:rnd in :::?oc':ville as street cleaner. He 
also assisted ~ALer Jones frori. Jonesville, who was a bricl>: layer and 
carpenter. 

As part of this survey, the family pl:otographs of i·J.rs. Lyles' 
parents were recorded, as were the wedding picture of her and her 
husband, the i~-iarriase license of her -parents, and her family almanac 
of 1894. 

i·Jrs. Lyles has an inportant family :iistory. Her r.iother was 
Josephine Duffin. Her grandparents were Eahalia and Joshua DJ.ffin, 
who lived at the fare '·::nown as 11 '!1he Pines 11 , directly west of the -.'iillian: 
~,';-allace Poole farm on ]t. 109. I~rs Lyles was raised on tl::.at farm in 
a small lo::; house with t'.70 roans dovm and two Ul)· .i:~er r1aren-:.:s' '-:ouse 
has cince bee~ ~~lled do~n but the hone of her neis~bors, ~enr~ and 
i:a.;_:d~r .;j_irs st~_ll st&~:~~s.. It l:as 1)ee-:i recorded aG part of t:1i_s surve~- • 
. ::i.ccordi_n:; to ~:rs. I.iyles, t:1e children of 2~ahalia a-.:-1d Joshl'._a Duffin 
'\'rere the follovlir.s: Ali_ce (·,,;ho lived i:1 Baltir'.ore); "'..J_:i_ce (r;hose 
".rnsbnnd was nae, eel ~Jeale, or ~Jeile); Bilder ( w".:o remained single); i :ar;y 
(w'.10 r:arried IIildry Talle;:r); Josephine (who narried Charles 1=cPher0Qn) · 
Joshua Du_ffin (h-~1-s wife was not '<::novm by l·irs. Lyles), James (single): ' 
Caleb ( unkovm snouse) and Gassaway (remained single). 'I'his Duffin 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY fa:mil v 0 f the ·:,ni te '.;rounds I 
cor_mu.ni t,;y_1 YlhOR.!3 hpUS.@S ,thftr.B have been surveyed. ?or :more infornation 
see Shar,n ~f11n in _-OCKV1lle. 
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Land :2ecords, County Courthouse, Roc~-;:ville 
Oral Interviews, Ora Lyles, Jerusalen, August 1978 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

~------------------------------------~~-STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George '1':. 1-:cDaniel, Surveyor '.'iesley Stubbs, Research Assistant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

.Sur;arloaf Re;6onal r_::>rails ,:~ugus t 19'?-"8'------
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Bax 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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