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George and Ora Lyles House

Private

Jerusalem (Poolesville vicinity)

This fine two story frame house with four rooms down
and four up is one of the largest built by black landowners
in rural Montgomery County in the first quarter of the 20th
century. Its present owner/occupant, Ora NMcPherson Lyles,
raised in the McPherson house next door, has a rich store
of knowledge about family and community history.
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HISTORIC George and Cra Lyles House
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Jerusalenm _Xueantyor Poolesville
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_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED . YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
No _NO __MILITARY __OTHER
I OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME  Ora 3, Lyles
i Telephone #: 349-3396
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18@16 Jerusalem Church R4,
CITY_TOWN sTaTe , zip code
Poolesville X _vicinity oF vd.
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 1978
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Registry of Deeds, 8ounty Cour@house 603
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CITY. TOWN STATE
Rockville ld,
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CITY. TOWN STATE
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X Goop —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story house faces east and stands on the west side of
Jerusalem Church 2d., In froat of it is a well-tept lawn with shade
trees, and to the north is a small vegetable garden, To the south is
a tract also owned by the Lyles, ancd on that property stands a lonz
mobile hore,

“he house constcts of essentially two sections: the nriacirpal
one hloc: and additions on the nortremside, The principal “loc't
is a double pile house "n nlan, having two units infront and two behind,
The principal block is three oavazullengtp and two in depth, The bays
along the front lenzth are two windows and a door placed as a side

entranc orening into a stair hall, Outside, the entire facade is
sheltered by a shed nporch Quhporued by handsome turned »osts with
bannisters between them, The frame is sheathed with Cerman siding,

and is topped with a hivnped roof., There is a zable dormer window with
jerizin-head,

Inside the house, the front rooms are the stair hall and living
room, and behind them are the dining room and kitchen, The living room
has a number of family pictures on the wall: Charles llcPherson and
Josevhine Duffin, varents of Ora Lyles: Cra and George Lyles' wedding
picture: and the marriage license of her parents as well as her ovn,
l'rs, Lyles also has nlctures of people snec1a1 to her life, such as
a photograph of her music teacher. 1In addltlon, she has boolus of
noems, which she loves to read and nemorize, She also has her fami.,
Bible which contains a record of her family, and an Almanac of the
ear of her bhirth (1224) in which the page and day of her birth waswere

marzed by her mother, In the 'titcher ig a very larce and hancsone
wood suove)hro*a'“y of the early 1000's ard still in fize wori:tino
condition,” TUnstairs there are four bedrooms and a hath, plus an attic,

The house also has a basement

Attached to the nortiern Qlde of the house is the second section.
It consists of several one story frame roorms, The northwest one served
as a community grocery store operated by the Lyles, and the others
included a small restroow and a second kitchen,

lo*es: Oral Interview with Cra Lyles
18£1¢ Jerusalen Church 2d.
Jerusalem Comnunity
August, 1978

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 _—_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 _—AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS — LITERATURE _ _SCULPTURE
—.1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL’/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1789 _ART __ENGINEERING —__MUSIC — THEATER
__1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
. _1800- __COMMUNICAT!IONS —INDUSTRY —POUITICS'GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY!

__INVENTION
Black History
Cragger

SPECIFIC DATES ]_92[; BUILDER/ARGCHITECT Henry Ford and _‘7_

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two story house with four rooms down and four ur is one of
the largest built by Blackt landowners in the first guarter of th
20th centur’ There were scores of log houses and a good nany two
story frame houses with two roons down and two up, but very few to
equal this one in size,

Deed TBS 258/9 shows that George and Cra Lyles purchased this
property of 3.3 acres in 1915 from the Foole family. rs, Lyles
recalls that the house was built in 1624, She and her husband
(now deceased) had worked in Philadelphia, New York and New Jersey
as a "first class butler" and a '"first class cook '" in order to
save noney to huild this house after their marriaze in 1015, lirs.

Lyles' last job, she remembers, was as the cook for the daughter of
Senator Newlang in ‘Jashington., In 1924 they hired two white carrenters

Henry Iord aﬁd}grarmer from Beallsville at a rate of %2,5C per day

ner nerson, Jomown*vﬁ the COSbS of labor, tu11d1:r naterials, and
decorative trir the hou cost a little over 72,000, irs. Lyles
recalls, Tor that ti: e, thab vas of course, an fo mldable arount of
noney.

After buildins the house, George Lyles worked as a track man on
the railroad and later wored in Rockville as street cleaner., UHe
also assisted Zlmer Jones fron Jonesville, who was a brick layer and
carpenter,

As part of this survey, the family photographs of iirs, Lyles!
parents were recorded, as were the wedding picture of her and her
hustand, the marriasze license of her varents, and her family almanac
of 1894,

lirs, Lyles has an important family history., Her mother was
Josephine Duffin, Her grandparents were l‘ahalia and Joshua Duffin,
who lived at the farm “nown as'"The Pines'", directly west of the Villiam
wallace TFoole farm on Rt, 109, Irs Lyles was raised on that farm in
a small los house with two rooms down and two up., IHer parents' louse
has cince bheen nulled dowvn but the home of her Jpwm’%ors, ue-r¢ and
ﬂanry Jime still stante, It has been recorded as part of this surver,

acecording to iirs, Lyles, the children of llahalia and Joshua Duffin
were the following: Alice (who lived in Baltirore); Alice (vhose
quskand was naned lleale, or Ileile); Bilder (who remained "11”16); rary
(vho narried IHildry Talley); Josenhlne (who narried harles cherq?n);

Joshua Duffin (his wife was not known by Mrs., Lyles James (single
Ccaleb (unkown smouse) and Cassaway (remalned 51nﬂ1e This £fin

)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY family of tue nlte Grounds!

comruni vhose hpuses have been surveved, Zor more information
see onargﬂ BEpRe, oY oc:vgffe +
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FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records, County Courthouse, Rockville
Cral Interviews, Ora Lyles, Jerusalen, August 1978

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
George i/, llcDaniel,Surveyor Wesley Stubbs, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugzarloaf Regional Trails August 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 Q21510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
lckerson 1))

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps. 1108



map ¥

JERUSALEM COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925
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1. VWILLIAM ROEDSON SSTD. 3.2 AC.
QEEE_______._JET: 2. SARAH JOHNSON ESTD. 2.00 AC.
22 tre> 4 3. MILTON EARPER ST, 1,00 AC.
aR0GE 4. WILLIAM LYLES 357D, 2.00 AC.
5. SUSAN PROCTOR Z57D. 1.00 K.
6. FRANK DORSEY ZSTD. 2.90 iC.
7. GEORGE DORSEY Z57D. 4.75 &.
8a. lst CLARKE 3OVE {log) L,50 K.
b. 2nd CLARKE HOME (‘rame)
9. JERUSALDM PARSOKAGE 1.50 AC.
10. JERUSALEM CECRCE 0.50 AC-
11. VILLIAM DORSEY 3SID. 2.00 &C.
12. JAMES DORSEY S5TD. 3.00 AC.
13a. VILLIAM MOORE TSTO. 2.00 AC-
b. HARTLEY MOORE 3STD.
14. DAVID COPELAND ZS1D. 2.00 &C.
15. ROBERT VILLIAMS 3STD. 3.75 AC.
15. VALLACE EAMILTOR BSTD.  2.50 AC.
17. . DENNIS EAMILTON ESTD. 9.66 K.
18. CHARLES McPHERSON BSTD. 11.00 AC.
19. LIZZIE GRIMES 3STD. 4.00 AC.
20. GEORGE LYLES ESTD. 3.00 AC.
21. JOHN HARPER HESTD. 1.00 AC.
22. JOHN HALIMAN BSTD. 10.00 AC.

STREAM FLOW L ol

sooft

DWELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN

TO SCALE "

HSTD. = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY

S6

asnoy SoTAT B1Q § 281099

Y1-16-L1

‘W






:
2
NTER - ,
m
M: 17-51-14< i
George & Ora LvleJ House P
- ~.Poolesville Quad,/ 1970, PR 1978
\ .7 ,/ _: r/
i / :
! / '
! ]
i /.
a i -
: -
I

N s
-
.7
Pl
\
- =\
\
v
\_X ~
\
\
\
. o -
i« \ Y
\ \

see ceo [

Avg TETT

b
- 2« Jonesville
w2 |




|

i

et
W
™

L
o

i




th

744/544«-(—

171 =7 =S~y

gV <y
JC.I‘“&. .r../e M
70/24

Aocadle

A7 07 ¢ »(e.c.”'_p






{QN»ff Sty

(7;'"‘&‘ .I?o-/CM

20/ 20

’

227. — /9‘5_/-/?

/%w;e ,4,“’._]_

|YS - 10






e T

LJ. }é-/c V. ﬁt:n.r

‘7‘8-/"(&3 ﬁ-/fm

Aane KAew.s

0\'/ pw)‘/&-

o0/ 7/

e - n

J4S -y












O~
C.\-—wr-}e A 4\/ (‘_4_
rn ILCV‘.;\JA
JC" Ay m/ww

7ol oy

/'/r-v-r-L

Arine Ke -

APV = [P -S¥~r%s

L EY

































