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1:Jilliam and Ann Maria Moore House (Site) 
Jerusalem Community 
Private 

c. 1884 

This handsome two story frame house was one of the most 
prominent houses in the Jerusalem community. It was the home 
of one of the founding families of the community, the Moores. 
Like other nouses of more prosperous black families, it contained 
two rooms down and two up, with a cross gable pediment accenting the 
roof line. Unlike them, its four bay facade contained two doors, 
each leading into one of the rooms downstairs. Next to the house 
stood a one story log house with one room down and one up. It was 
the home first constructed by the family. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This handsome two story frame house stood on the north 
side of the Jerusalem Church Road and was oriented to the south. 
Its gable roof ran east-west. 

The frame of the house was covered with weatherboards. The 
roof line was accented by a cross gable pediment with a small 
rectangular window. The facade of the house contained two doors 
near the center, each leading into one of the rooms downstairs. 
Each was flanked on one side by a window with double hung sash, 
containing two over two panes. Above each of these was a window 
of similar design. In the east gable end, there was a window 
for each floor, and in the rear length, a door centrally located, 
with a window to the east. The upstairs had two windows in the 
back. 

The interior contained two rooms down and two up, like most of 
the frame houses in the vicinity. According to William Moore, 
the grandson of the original owner of this house, the west room 
in the downstairs was the.sitting room and dining room, while the 
east room was the kitchen and the place for family work and gathering. 
The kitchen had a large wood cook sto11;::, which was piped into a 
central chimney. The sitting room was warmed by a smaller heat 
stove. The two bedrooms upstairs were also heated by similar 
stoves. A narrow quarter turn stairs ascended along the back wal~ 
of the kitchen to the rooms above. 

Outside, according to William Moore, there was a meat house 
behind the dwelling, a hen house, and a privy. Further was 
a hog pen. East of the house was a large vegetable garden. There 
was also a large apple orchard. Some of the produce of the 
garden, such as cabbage, were preserved in vegetable kilns outside, 
and potatoes and apples were bedded in straw in separate bins in the 
cellar. 

r:cte: Wi llia:n ;1:oore adds that there -.vaw was a small log !l.ouse 
next to t!'-1e larser frame dwelling and that this home was tf:e ftrst 
built by the r.:oore family. It was one story in height, and contained 
one room down and one up, and resembled the ?rank Dorsey house, 
the ruins of which were photographed as part of this survey. 

~.:oore also adds that t°!"iis large frame house was painted gray. 

i\ote: Cral :'.:istory re: .Willia11 ;.:core 
According to his grandson, ,/illia'Tl ~.:oore was born during slavery 

b~t escaped to serve in the ~nicn Army. He says that his grandfather 
told him that he tended to the cattle of the army add told stories 
of how he had to swim the cattle across broad rivers, and that t~e 
soldiers tau~ht hi~ to swi~ so he could manage the cattle. ~ince 
~oore was bo~n in 1254 according to the 1900 census, he would have 
been about ten years old at the time. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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According to deed, JA 5/298, this tract of approximately 
6 acres was purchas13d by Ann Maria Moore from Leonidas and Elizabeth 
Jones in 1884. jones had received the land from the division 
of the estate of John A. Chiswell. The house was probably 
built at this time, though because the house no longer stands, 
an investigation was not possible. According to family traditioQ, 
this house was built as the residence of William Moore, and his 
wife Ann Maria. William Moore recalls that his grandmother, 
Maria, worked for the Jones family. The tracts purchased by 
Ann Maria Moore have been divided since the time of purchase 
in 1884. Today, they are CU 31,parcels 770, 825, 905, 821, 
and 854, on the county property tax maps. They totalled roughly 
seven acres and would have constituted one of the large holding 
in the Jerusalem and Jonesville communities. 

This house is representative of the type built by the more 
prosperous and house-conscious Black families in rural Maryland 
in the later decades of the 19th centuries. Some landowning 
families continued to build either log houses in the traditional 
manner or a smaller frame dwelling, such as the William H. Dorsey 
home on the adjacent tract (of the same decade). But the size 
and design of this house makes more of a statement of progress 
than do the other two types. 

Fortunately, a photograph of this house has been located 
and has been re-photographed as part of this survey. Oral history 
related to the way of life of the residents is also available from 
the descendants of the Moore family, William M. and Charles 
Moore, who live today either in Jerusalem or nearby. 

Iiote: The recollection of ·,;;i l liam ;v1oore that there was a log 
house next to this one and that it served as the first horie of 
the fa'T!il y alters t!-.e _proposed date of the frarne !'.ouse. Instead of 
c. 1284, it was probably bui 1 t in the early 1900 's. ,ii lliarn ;.:oore 
was born in 1910 and recalls that the house was built before his 
oirtr .• .A.s with the ::;lark far;iily homestead in Jerusale:n, we see 
tte tr .aasition fro:n log to fra~e construction, a trend similar to 
that found in front,~r 6om:nunities. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



M: 1/7, s 1- JS 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1) Oral interviews with William and Cora Moore, Jerusalem 

community, October, 1978 by George McDaniel 

2) Land Records, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

George W. McDaniel, Surveyor Wesley Stubbs, Research Assistant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails Sept. 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STollTE 

Dickerson Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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