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1,\filliam and TJiary Lyles House (Site) 
Jerusalem community 
Private 

Turn of 20th Century 

~his two story log house was the home of a black landowning 
family throughout most of the 20th century, and the land is still 
owned by their descendants, William Lyles worked on farms in 
the vicinity, and his son Howard, whose occupation was a mechanic, 
became the leader of black community organizations in the area in 
the third quarter of the 20th century. His efforts led to improve
ments in Jerusalem and other historically neglected black com
munities in the county. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Wj 11 jam and Mary I.yles House ( s; te) 
ANO/OR COMMON 

f.ILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Vest side of Jerusalem Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Jerusalem 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

v1c1N1TY oF Poolesyi lle 
STATE 

Maryland 

llCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -XOCCUPIED 

_BUILDINGISI h.PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

!sm PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED x_ YES UNRESTRICTED 

NO _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Howard Lyles 
STREET & NUMBER 

Jerusalem Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Boqkyillem Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL KPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 301-349-3392 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
Md. 

Liber #: 1664 
Folio #: 285 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GODO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

-i:!JNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

...i{ALTEREO 

H.11-s1-1(; 

CHECK ONE 

--X'RIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story log house contained two rooms down and two up. 
Its roof line was oriented north-south, with its facade facing Jerusalem 
Road (east), This door was located in the center of the facade, and was 
flanked by a window on either side. Originally the log walls were 
exposed, but were later covered with composition siding. On the 
southern gable end, a small shed porch was added, as shown in the 
copy of the photograph. A brick stove flue was in the southern 
gable end. 

The house was surrounded by the outbuildings and work places 
common to traditional black communities of the turn of the 20th 
century. See the map of the historical community of Jerusalem for 
more details. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULU<.iY-PREHISTORIC X~OMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 _};~ITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ 1700-1799 

XJL 1800-1 899 

_1900-

-.ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ENGINEERING 

_EX PLO RA TIO N!SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY X*~CIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~THEA ISPECIFYI 

Black History 
Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Date: early 1900's or late 1800's 

According to the deed, 344/294 George William Lyles acquired this 
trace of 120.5 square perches of land in 1924 from Wallace Poole and 
Carrie Poole and Nannie and Harvey White. Probably it had been a 
portion of the Poole family farm. Though the title was not conveyed 
to the name of 1:Jilliam Lyles until 1924, his family had had use of 
the land prior to that, and the house had already been built. 

William Lyles' wife Mary was the daughter of Virginia Robinson, 
who with her husband William, was one of the founders of the Jerusalem 
community. Photographs of Mary Lyles were copied as part of this 
survey. 

The Lyles' son Howard became the leader of black community 
organizations in the third quarter of the 20th century. A principal 
organization of which he was president was the Western Upper Mont
gomery Citizens Organization, which was formed to direct the attention 
of the county government to local problems. See a copy of the article 
in the Washington Post on Howard Lyles and the Jerusalem community, 
which was based on oral interviews with him. 

A copy of the transcriptman of the taped interview withHoward 

Lyles is inclued with this survey form. r . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



M:t1-s1-10 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land records, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Maryland. 
Deeds: 344/294; 1664/285. 

CONTINUE ON SEFARJ\TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

llIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George w. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor; Wesley Stubbs, Res. Ast t. 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

pjckerson. Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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c. 1900-1925 
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