
KcPherson-Harper House 
Private 
Jerusalem (Poolesville vicinity) 

1913 

This handsome two story fra~e house was built as the 

residence for a Black landowning fa~ily, the McPhersons. Earlier 

they had lived as tenants in a smaller log house nearby, and 

this new house they had built;represents the transit~on in 

housing made possible by economic advancement and landownership. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST i.:a~i # 
I:l- l 7 - 51-1 7 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

McPherson-Harper House 

AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER West side of Jerusalem Rd Church Road 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CITY. TOWN 
Jerusalem x v1c1N1TY oFPolesville 3 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

X_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

~RIVA TE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

J.C. and Es. Harper 

STREET & NUMBER 

STATUS 

~CCU PIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
~YES· RESTRICTED 

_YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

18640 Jerusalem Church Rd. 

CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville _..x VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COUNTY 

Montgomery' 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL l'WRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

--GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

972-8765 

STATE I zip code 
ri:ct. 

Liber #: 1053 
COURTHOUSE Folio #: 50 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETcLand records t County COUrthOUSe 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville £·,1d. 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

None 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

~XCELLENT 
~GOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

...¥lLTERED 

M: r?-5/-17 

CHECK ONE 

)(ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This ~andso~e t~o star~ fra=e house stands on t~e Tiest side of 

Jerusalen C~urc~, facin3 east. It is shaded i~ front ~y large cedar 

trees, a....""ld to the i;.ore1 'cy a large :2-:glish walnut. 3el-~ind tl:.e ~--:.ouse 

and on the :-1ort:-iern and sout~1ern sides are very well-'cept lavms with 

flowers, shru1:is, and :Jore trees. Beyond the lawn on the south sj_de 

is a large, carefully tended vegetable garden. ~orthwest of the 

house are several frame outbuildin0s. 

The front of the house is sheltered by a shed porct with alui:iinum 

awnings. The shed roof of the porch is supported by wrought iron 

posts with iron railings between tl-:eD. The facade ir three bays in 

length, containing a door centrally located flan'{ed by two windows 

on either side. The w:i_ndows are decorated on the outside \Ti th colorful 

shutters. The frame of the l:ouse y1as originally covered ·,·Ii th 

weatherboarcJs, tut toda~' it is covered witl': aluminuri siding. The rnc 

line is accented by a cross gable pediment. 

In plan, the house contains t\'lo roorr:s down and two up. j_ brick 

stove flue ascends the inside of eac:: gable end and has openings 

for stove pipes on each floor; all the rooms were therefore heated. 

~1e v:alls inside \':ere lat~1ed and :)lastered. 

"TT ..J-
1, 0 (.,es: Cral Interviev:s \':i t'.1 C::ra L~·les, :...Tose::i'r:. .:'.:arper, anc1 :=velyn 

Harper 

Jerusale:.: Churcl1 ::.:i'.d. 
Jerusale;: 
August, 1978 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE r--t: 17 -51- 11 

->ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_;>REHfSTORIC ---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 ---AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 &RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 1700-1799 ___A'lT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_1800-1899 _COM.,.,ERCE _EXPLORATION'SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

JS.goo- _COMMUNICATIONS INDUSH>r _POLITICS GOVERNMENT 

'NI. ENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

~SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 
_T'"<EATER 

_ TRA11jSPORTAT10r>< 

XoTHER •SPECIFY' 

.Jeed :':68/65 s:1or1s that Sharles ::crherson purchased this :;_:iro;;ierty 
in 1~13 fror:1 the Foo le fanily. T~1e house was built at that tine, 
according to his dau5hter, Ora ~:cPherson Lyles, who lives next door 
to the property today. The house is representative of t~e type built 
"h~r prospero:J.s :Slac:-: landowners n.ear the turn of t'.1e cen-::;ur~'. 

"·~:3 part of t?:is survey, t>..e far'.ily rl10tograpl1s of ::;·,_arles 
::cr:~.e:".'son and l:is r1ife cTo.se-:?:~L:1e D-J.ffin ::cP:1erson were co~·ied. ':::'lJ.C~/ 
are L1 t:w :;iossession of Cra Lyles. Also C:Jpied was t:'ceir r::1arriage 
license. See the survey re~ort for the George and Cra Lyles in 
Jerusale~ for CO]ies of ttese pictures, and for a brief ~istory of 
the fauily. 

In lOL:_,.. t::is ::::iroperty Vias rurchased cy G"ose-p~1 and =velyi1 ~1ar:~er 
fro, .. ,-.harles '-c_:_·'·erso;1 (r1eec1 1"~ 7;1 r-:"' af'+.er --,,.~~~-. 0 r 10 re+·L'r'' -"~0 1 --· J-.i. •- .l ~ -'- - -- ....,._ · ' _,..,. _,/ .,.,. _ / - I..· -.U••"'-- _ _.. _ .._, • V .{ -.i. _ .L 

act:i -;e c~ut:r in t:1e :iJ.--::;;/ Infantry L:. "."iorld ·.·iar II. Both Evelyn and 
C"ose1Jh 3arper were rai_sed in the Jerusalem and Jonesville communities 
and attencecl L--1e Ioolesville sc:rnol. ,'i_ !1:10toc;ra;:-ii-:. of :=vel:c:1 :_oore 
·:ar-,,er' s fat':.er 1.·ms copied, .·,--_ll:i_ar_, ~iartle~- "oore. ;, ;.·'10tocrap}-:. 
0£' .:o::e~.'~' "=ar1::8r' s ::ot:-,_er '.':as cop:iec to:), :t::ac~rnl .. irrn ~Iall ::&r:t:Ar. 
,s;,e ·:ras fro::: Jo".lesville a'.1c1 vras ~~orn 1_n 18!".:C, t~e daucr:1ter of ::Srelyn 
and :?ac~1el ~:all, vrho 1

•
11ere la:1clo•1:·r1ers. she :'rarried ~':'..c'1ar( I'' 0 or~a::: 

==ar•er, ::ut no ".'-'_c'::"J.res are availa1)le of '-:.:i.1;,. 
•. • • -'- ·· T ' -T , • f t' ( ~· • d ni 'T ' c•CCOrG:J_r"g · ... O uOsei::u _1arrer, ~'-1.S a c:.er \~·Cl_C_1ar ~·-10:~-i.as "J.arper) 

:lad t1;0 sisters. One ·,·:as n~:ed Julia; ste ;~:arried :renry Ia:rne. =rer 
rJ.10to~~ra1ih was co::1:i_ec1 as rart of the survey of the Beatrice ::?a:rne 
0ac':son survey • 

.::'l·:e o::her sister, Ida, rJarr:i.ed .2asil 3ailey, '.'i:1ose '::w~:~e or: 
~a-:tail ?e. has also been surveyed. 

,-~,.e-ir ···o~-1"er "'a"' na'·1 ed ··el-i'1c'" -:_'ar·,-,er "'ccorc"i·,1~· -r-o 'oroe,_..:. __ .a_r0_,•.er. -'-...... --'- , - v ~ . ..:. ~. o .... __ 1 l J. __ - }_Cl.. -.L _;_J ' <.A. Jl. J.__0 v L: u ~:· _l __ 

=~e cl~CS ~;.?t r,P.ca~ __ l ':er :-:.usbar..d's.:1a1::e, (;-liS frandfat:10r). 
".,_lso ::i..:-: -=~e .1arper 1 s -;,ossess:i_or~ were photographs of clas2es at 

~oole.sv-LJ_le school tal-::er:. in about 1012, 1930, and 1(]33. See tl-:.e survey 
report of :oolcsvill~ sc~ool for further details. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land :S:ecords, ::ant romerv Countv Courthouse, :Joc~·:::ville 
Oral Interviews with Ora Lyles: and Joseph and Evel:rn Har::1er, 

Jerus~.lem, J.ugust, lG78. 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

-----------------~-~~-----~-------------STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

G--tortt_ l.J, J?1 tOttri;J t /o/?I' 
DATE 

STREET & NUMBER g{) TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

{)/cl= f rs p'V'>. azcl 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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