
6a~lci 5J~p~land Log House (Site) 
Jerusalem Community (Poolesville Vicinity) 
Private 

c. 1881 

This one and a half story house contained one room down and 
one room up and was the residence of a black landowning family 
in the last decades of the 19th century. Though it was unusually 
small for a landowning family, it does represent the continuation 
of early house types from slavery and the similarity in housing 
among landless tenants of the 19th century and some small landowners. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house no longer stands, and there is no visible evidence of it rema1n1ng. 
According to comnunity oral informant Wi I liam Moore, who was raised on the property 
adjacent to the Coplin place, and to his mother, Mae Isabelle Owens, who was also 
raised in the comnunlty, this was a smal I log house with two roans down and two up. 
It was similar to the Dennis Hami I ton house, the wal Is of which remain standing. 
The Coplin house stood on the east side of the north-south continuation of the west 
portion of Jerusalem Church Road. That continuation has since been abandoned and is 
grown up in woods. This house faced the road (west) and was located to the southwest 
of the Hartley Moore house, on the opposite side of the road. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to deed ESP 23/412, this tract of land was purchased by David 
"Cop I in" from Robert Wi 11 iams in 1881. It was a portion of the 3 1/8 acres that 
Robert Wil Iiams had acquired fran Leonidas Jones in 1877, (deed ESP 16/329). That 
I and had once been part of the much I arger estate, "Ai x-La-Chappe I I e". 

According to Wi I liam Moore, the current owner of the property, Copeland had 
purchased one acre from Wi I Iiams, and another one on the north side of the current 
Jerusalem Church Rd. from his grandparents, Wi I llam and Maria Moore. At this stage, 
research of the deeds has not been completed to verify this, but it is clear that 
Coplin owned two acres of property, and that his first acquisition was in 1881. This 
establishes him as one of the founders of the Jerusalem canmunity. 

This house is representative of the type often bui It by smal I landowning families 
in the decades after freedan. Such houses were common in the Jerusalem and Jonesvi I le 
:OITn'Tlunitles and in other Black, as wel I as white, communities in 19th century Montgomery 

County. Most of these houses are gone. 
According to 1900 U.S. census for Montgomery County (see attached page), David 

Copeland was born in 1843. He was listed as a widower. Being born in 1843, he was 
the same age as Wal lace Hami I ton, and was one of the oldest members of the early 
Jerusalem community. Further research of the freed slave lists of 1867 in Montgomery 
County may identify further detai Is about his history. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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JERUSALEM COMML~ITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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