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1:Jilliam and Virginia Robinson House (Site) 
Jerusalem community 
Private 

19th century 

This small log house may have begun its history as a slave 
house, which was added onto after its purchase by the Robinson 
family. William Robinson may have lived in the house as a slave. 
Both Robinson and his wife were strong in character, highly 
religious, educationally oriented, and their descendants continue 
to live in the area, and hold leadership positions. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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_FAIR 
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_UNALTERED 
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CHECK ONE 

)lORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This dwelling was a two story log dwelling with one room down and 

two up as the original section. Later, a frame kitchen and living 

room were attached to one gable end of the house. A porch sheltered 

the entire facade, and food was carried from the kitchen across the porch 

into the dining room in the original section. The house was warmed by 

wood burning stoves. For a description of the grounds and outbuildings 

see the map of the historical community of Jerusalem, c. 1900-1925, based' 

on oral interviews with the grandson of the Robinsons, Howard 

Lyles. 

The house site is now occupied by houses of modern designs. The 

houses belong to the grandson and great-grandson of the Robinsons. 
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_OTHERjSPE',,ClfY) 
Blac.K nistory 
Local history 

According to the deed JA27/J64 Samuel Milford conveyed to William 

H. Robinson 3 acres of land in 1891. Family tradition maintains that 

Robinson had been a slave of the Milford family, and it is possible that 

this house had been a slave cabin, which Robinson continued to inhabit 

until the time of purchase. 

The Robinsons were among the most important and oldest families 

l')f Jerusalem. According to the 1900 U.S. census, William Robinson was 

born in 1845, and his wife v:.rginia in 1849. He was employed as a farm 

laborer. They had many children, many of whose descendants continue 

to live in the vicinity (or in Montgomery County or Washington, D.C.). 

Attached is a portion of ~ Kobinson family tree for one side of the 

family. 

Family tradition is that Virginia Robinson was part Indian, and those 

physical characteristics can be seen in the photograph of her, copied as 

part of this survey. 

One of her daughters, Cora, married i~to the Harper family of 

Jonesville, thus connecting the two communities. 

According to Jerusalem resident, Ora Lyles, her mother Josephine 

McPherson and Virginia Robinson were close friends. Ora married Virginia's 

~randson, George Lyles, connecting these two old families also. 
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Interview with Howard li'{les, Jerusalem, Md. Jan. 26, 1979 

What year were you born Mr. l{{les? (George) 

In 1918. (Howard) 

Where were you born? (George) 

In that old log. house. (Howard) 

Did a mid-wife deliver you or was there a doctor there? (George) 

It seems to me I had a doctor. 
f/ 'flr>i; It •N 

Jw; ~. 
There was a mid-wife there~ but I had a doctorA (Howard) 

Was Henrietta ~s a mid-wife? (George) 

Yes. (Howard) 

I think your sister-in-law was telling me that she (Henrietta) was a mid-wife. 
Here is the photcgraph of the log house and I'm going to give that to you. (George) 

Oh, fine. This is where I was born. Ofcourse, this, what we see here, is after 
my brother built his house there, this when they were destroying this house. This 
is fire and smc:ke here, they were burning the house da.m at the time. He had his 
house built in behind it. They didn't burn it down, the bull dozer dozed it down 
and then burned it. (Howard) 

Now, what was the plan f'or this house. The rood was on this side, and so this would 
be right out there, that gable end would be facing your house today. (George) 

That's right. (Howard) 

Were there 2 rooms downstairs2 (George) 

Two roans down and two roans up, an attic and a basement underneath. (Howard) 

What were the two rocms downstairs used for? (George) 

The roan en the frcnt was used for the kitchen and dining roan. If we had guests we 
generally used the back room and set up their spread in the back room to acccnunodate 
the guests. This was used/say, for kitchen, dining and living room. (Howard) 

Was this door in the ·gabled end, was this the front door to the house? (George) 

This is a porch, right behind that is the door. So there was not a door in this 
length. When you walked in the house, you walked directly into the kitchen. (Howard) 

Oh, so this was the door that y ru used. Was there .a door here? (George) 

Yes. This was the frcnt door, this door here went into the other roan. (Howard) 

Into the living roan? (George) 

Yes, each roan had a door. (Howard) 

I 
I 
' ~ I 
I 

I 
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Do you have any of your parents furniture or anything that was in the old house ? (George) 

That chair there. (Howard) 

There was a set? (George) 

Yes, that one there, and another on the other side of the W tJJ.- , and there should 
be two upstairs and four of those. (Howard) 

Was this in the living roan? (George) 

Those were the living roan chairs. (Howard) 

Was there a table that went with this? (George) 

There was an old oak table but that was le~ in the old house. I guess it was 
destroyed with the old house. Can't recall anybody having.;f. My brother might have 
kept it and got it in his basement over there JI den 't know. (Howard) 

When you were growing up,were the logs exposed? (George) 

Yes. (Howard) 

Was the outside of the house whitewashed? (George) 

It was left bare. The outside wasn't exposed because they had put siding en it. 
I guess they were called chestnut, and they were over top of the other. The inside 
logs were exposed. (Howard) Wul ,f.leor. 

What ab out the walls ? (Ge arge ) W 

You could see the logs, mortar or plaster was in between but you could see the 
logs. (Howard) 

Can you tell me about your family history. Where was your mother from? (George) 

As clcsely as I can recall, my mother was born right here in this area. Most of her 
childhood she spent here. I guess most of her adult life she went to Baltimore and 
worked there. Then she came back and she met my father and they married. Then she 
spent the rest of her life here. She was raised here in Jerusalem and she is the 
daughter of ••••••• (Howard) 

Jenny Robinsen? (George) Did you know your grandmother? (George) 

Oh ya, I knew her. I never knew my grandfather.(Howard) 

She looks like a very proud woman, she is very elegantly dressed. (George) 

She was quite a articulate wanan and she also was a mid-wife. I can't recall one of 
of her daughters being a mid-wife. (Howard) 



What were some of her principles? (George) 

Well, you had to be obedient at all times, even as a kid. She was a very strict 
disciplinarian, very strict. Yo~ were supposed to do then, what she canmanded you 
to do. It vasn't "I'll do it later", do it now, then you could resume whatever 
activity you were doing. She was also a very religious person. (Howard) 

Can you tell me about your grandmother and her strong religious beliefs? (George) 

Well, in those days the church was more or less the gathering point for most of the 
people. There wasn't too many other attractions that would call them together other 
than the church. Then, I guess, their experiences, and what they had been thrcugh, 
drew them closer to God. As I told you before, she was a. former slave, and as I 
gathered fran her daughter~J'ho is living, she was a slave righ:t;._,here in this area. 
Most of her life was spent Ji~~"'e and ~~ Frederick County .0:'Tl'le times and experiences 

1~J- probably weren't too good1 Where they needed strength or helpJthey went to God for 
it. They were very devote christians, and believed strictly in the Bible;~Raising 
their families, especially on Sunday morning,they had family prayer together. Everybody 
in the family had to kneel around before yoo even had your breakfast and had this 
family prayer, and either she or grandfather would pray. They would take turns each 
Sunday. This was the way they believed, this was their method and this were their 
policies~ (Howard) 

Would you have a Bible reading? (George) 

No. My experience was they didn't read the scripture, they prayed frcm the heart. They 
gave God thanks for the blessingrhe had bestrnred upon them. This is the way they 
shared together en Sunday morning before breakfast time. (Hm.-ard) 

Did you ever hear fran yrur grandmother or yoor Aunt stories about what it was like 
when freedan came? (George) 

No I didn't hear fran either one what it was like. I don't knOW" whether here freedan 
was met with the same jubilant enthusiasm as it might have been say, for the southern 
states. I can't recall, I never heard her say what her chores were or anything. I'm 
sure she had some though, being a slave. (Howard) 

Did you ever heev on which plantation she had been a slave? (George) 

Well, my Aunt said the Viers owned her. Where the Viers property was, or is now, 
I don't know. (Howard) 

Did yru ever hear what brought yrur grandmother to Jerusalem? (George) 

No, I dcn't knOW'. (HorMard) 

")~~'::>Did yoo ever hear any stories about the founding of Jerusalem? (George) 

No, as far as I can recall, maybe a.lot of the people who worked far the farmer who 
omed that particular plot of land, and he could of sold it to them. Whether they cane 
in big numbers or whether any of those were slaves or not I dcn't know. There is me 
perscn who could probably supply yru with information concerning the Dorseys, that would 
be Samuel Clark. His father was a descendant out of the Dorsey family. (Howard) 



leana Clark, she was a Dorsey. What did you hear ab rut yrur grandfather Robinson? 
(George) 

Not knowing him, he passed en before my time, my Aunt told me that he was a slave, 
and he was a.med by the Mi lfords. They are just right dam the road. All of this 
strip of land down thrcugh here, as you see en this side of the ridge there, was 
purchased frcm the Milford's when that us~ to be called (Jerusalem Road) Milford 
Mill Road. Just ara.md the corner, where that old hruse sits back on the side of the 
hill, before you get to the stream. The Milford's owned a Mill and it sat oo. that 
corner there. I think that's where the name of the road derived fran. (Howard) 

Did any of your family or anyone here in Jerusalem work at that Mill that you know 
of? (George) 

I can't recall, but they could have. (Howard) 

Could you tell me abrut your grandmother and grandfather llfles? (George) 

I dcn't remember either one of them, (Howard) 

Where was yrur father fran? (George) 

As far as I know, here in this area. (Howard) 

Ch the deed I think it gives the time of purchase as the earJy 1900s. I think ycu 
said they were living here earlier than the deed says. (George) 

Before he moved here, he farmed for Gott in Boyds, of~ourse they lived en the farm. 
They had quarters or hones furnished by the farmer en the farm. He bought this land, 
he built the house!and my wife's sister and her husband lived in the house far a 
while before my father left the farm and decided to come here and take an occupation 
rn another fa."'In. (Howard) 

What farm did he work en when he came here? (George) 

I can't recall. (Howard) 

i ( ') Did he work en cash wages, was he a sharecropper, or did he rent a farm? (George) 

I think mcstly they worked far the farm for so much per year plus sane fringe benefits. 
Maybe the farmer wruld give him several hogs, grain to make flour or sanething to 
make meal rut of. I think they worked mcstJ.y by the year. (Howard) 

', .. J.:. 
In the south, there were many,many,,..people who were sharecroppers. They would get 
paid at the end of the year. During that time there was the company or countrJ store 
usually Olomed by the landCMTner and they would run up a debt during the year and then 
have to pay that off at the end of the year with that share of their crop. That woold 
be to see them through the year. Was there a similar system here ? (George) 

There were stores that they had accounts at, but I dcn't think they were owned by 
any me individual or person who you were sharecropping far. The sharecropping I 
drn't think reached these ~rts. You work for a salary and ofcourse if yru had to use 
any fann of credit it was ·•-+"the different merchants. You paid that when yru got 
paid. It wasn't such that you were sharecropping and had to.give part of your crops 
or what not to pay y cur debt. (HCMard) 



Did yru ever hear fran yoor father or anycne hOW' much they did make a year? (George) 

I useJto hear them say it all depended on who you worked for. I've heard sane say 
they worked far as little as $10 a marth. That's about $120 a year. That would. cause 
a fright to hear:+ that t odey. I never really heard him say what his year ]y salary was. 
I can only sa1~ti6w much or how little, he was a good to the family. He took 
care of his family very well. (Howard) raviJ.t,. 

When you say he was a good provider, can you explain that a little bit? (George) 
YolA.. 

never was hungry, unless it was of your a.m accord. He always saw there was food 
en the table, shelter over yrur head, there was clothing on your back that he could 
a.ffcrd to put 01 your back. One of his purposes was to see that his children were 
canfortable at all times. (H01o1ard) 

Did you gr°" alot of your om feed? (George) 

Ch ya, he raised bis gardens, and little trti..ck patches, where I'm located nCM was 
one of the truck gardens, where he raised his vegetables, and even sane of the grain 
far his horses. (Howard) 

Did yru raise corn or wheat? (George) 

Just corn. (Howard) 

What kinds of vegetables did you raise here? (George) 

Mostly the vegetabl~s that 1 ~~.<;¥ well in this area; corn, potatoes, cabbage, beets, 
S'~,, ... , ,,, ... ,/._ 

lettuce, tanatO)r, ie.za.ns ,~a 1 .. he vegetables we use today wculd be the same that we 
used then. ,_ c;,. 1" : · ~ · fruit trees, gathered the fruit, the places that 
had basement~!ftored them in the basement. The places that didn't have ba.::;ements 
wruld dig their little preserving kiln outside and store the fruits and vegetables 
in that far the winter. ru;hoorse 1 those who were fortunate enough to raise 
their hogs at hane, they would butcher them in the fall and preserve that meat through 
the winter1 and survive that way. (HOW'ard) 

Did you raise chickens too? (George) 

Yes, 
milk 
They 
need 

chickens, eggs, meat. Sane of the people had a cat or two, and would get their 
that way. The neonle who didnt' have cows would go to them and get milk, butter. 

ba. ;.:te.,, ,,,, . . 
did alot of - A even with the st ores. You'd have several dozen eggs and you 
sane sugar, so you'd trade so many eggs far so much sugar. (Howard) 

So even if you weren't making that much in cash, yru were still living in a way that 
yru could get along with what ycu could produce yrurself. You could svap that off 
far other things that you didn't have. (George) 

Yes. (Howard) 

That's one thing we miss so much tcday. We are locked into a cash 
go to the store W"'d say I'll give you this if you'll give me that. 
have cash. What would yru like to see continued most 

/ 
looking back 

or this c anmuni ty? (George) 

The t~etherness, the clcse concern that they had for cne another. 

econany. You can't 
You've got to 

on the older life 

(Howard) 



Can ycu give me an example of a time when ma,_vbe your family or another family was 
in need and where there was that closeness? (George) 

That was one of their great cmcerns, if you were in need and the wor.,/_ was carried to 
others in the c anmuni ty. Your needs were taken care of by the other families of 
the canmunity. If ycu had saneme in your household sick, and needed constant care, 
that care was there day and night. ·.:Jecause the people of the community· would CCl!le 
tcgether or eerie to this family and they would share their times. Maybe you would 
stay tonight, tan arrow I would stay and so on until that person or those pers ans got 
well. That didn't just happen in certain families, it happened throughout the whole 
neighborhood. (Howard) 

Does that exist today? (George) 

Sanewhat, Not 01 the togetherness scale as it did in tlD.ose days. (Howard) 

Why do you think i t
1
s changed? (George) 

Well, I think the trend of living that people are accust cned to living today. The 
types of activities that attract them into different places and different ways of 
living. There's good people today but sometimes the economic pressures put upon them 
prevents them frcm giving their time freely now as those folks did back then. So it 
could be a combination of alot of things today. (Howard) 

I think that's true all over. This canmunity is re ffecting whats happening all over 
.America. (George) 

So I think the times, the trends of lifestyles, econanic and other pressures. It 
just takes too much of your time to share like those folks did. (Howard) 

o/ll'" 



Besides when people came tcgether because of emergencies, sickness, or going to 
church)were there other times that brought people together? (George) 

Sure. There were times when ycu'd probab]y have a piece of undeveloped ground that 
you'd want cleared up. Well, these people especial]y the men, they'd come together 
and pitch in and grub up wild underbrush. Those who had horses and farming implements 
wc:uld go in there and work that land up so it wruld produce crcps. They'd cone 
tcgether many many times in those days. (Howard) 

When you say undeveloped) you mean forest land? (George) 

Yes. They'd cane and take those trees down and pull those stumps out. (HOW'ard) 

HOW' would they pull out the stumps? (George) 

They had some type of mechanism, that would dig around the stump and pop it out of 
there. That experience onlj goes back 60 years fr an nOW'. This is my am experience 
I've had in this canmunity but it has been a rich one. Even when these men would 
cane tcgether for such a project, the women was right there, preparing the meals 
for them. If we were doing this for you, you didn't have to furnish all the food. 
The families of the neighborhood, it would just be a togetherness project; and it was 
a wcnderful experience. (Howard) 

Speaking of the camnunity, was there one or two people who were canmunity leaders. 
You're today reccgnized as cne of the community leaders if not the canmunity leader. 
Was there saneone else during yrur ycuth, whose shoes you are n& filling? (George) 

I can't say that I'm filling his shoes. In my life time, or not too many years hence 
a remarkable man, I'd say a great leader and person who had far reaching vision and 
pursued what he thought was best, and the best ways to fulfill those needs in the 
ccmmunity, was Prof. N .E. Clark. This is the Mr. Clark that I referred yru to for more 
history/ Jiis father, I would say he was a great leader of the community. (Howard) 

What were s cme of things that he did or was involved in? (George) 

We 11, cne of the great things that has always stayed with me quite a bit was back a bit 
before my time and during my childhood days. The black schooling wasn't the best 
of schooling, to be nice about it. You ha. alot of shortcanings, alot of ways of 
being undercut. He t oak the leadership and seen that better schools and better schooling 
was brrught not cn]y to this canmunity but to the whole county of Montganery for the 
black children. I think he did a remarkable job. He alcng with the people that he 
chose and the cnes that volunteered to work along with him in bringing about sane of 
the channels that were cpened for the schools to be such as they are today. He alcng 
with others went to wark en getting black high schools in the ccunty. Ps you are aware, 
if the black family had means enough to send their children to high schools, they would 
have to send them either to Washington or Baltimore to get schooling. So they worked 
quite hard to build their high school in Rockville. There was a lot of hard wcrk they 
had to do, a.lot of sacrificing the Black people of the ccmmunity had to make. 
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Was there a lot of opposition on the part of the County? (George) 

There were (!)positions and there were injustices. I can recall reading the history of 
the Black schools in Montganery County in the 1870s I believe up until 196l;where in 
order far the Black canmunities to get certain funds or certain needs for the school 
they had to come up with certain amounts of mcney,then the County or the Board of 
Education wculd ccme up with certain amounts, and the State wruld have certain arriounts 
°'fl"of,.:oferLWhen it was to be spent, generalJ.y what the meney was to be spent for 
alot of times, it wasn't. Ofcourse the schools wruld have needs, and the money to be 
apprqJriated far these needs, it was never t otalJ.y dispersed to meet these needs. fl..t 
the end of the year when they would be balancing out the year and whether there was 
a deficit or savings, there was always a savings fr an the Black schools. That mmey 
was never realJ.y spent for the need of the school. It has been a tough way for the 
Black schools in the County up until in the 50s when immigration had been given. (Howard) 

t • ,,, +<-,.9,.•+i•N 
fldfr ~ t'r>- I &I'( 

When did immigration cane to the schools in this area of Montgonery County? (George) 

In 1954, the decision was made. (Heward) 

You went to High School in Rockville. HOW" did you get down there? (George) 

That's interesting. When I started High School in 1932, the County didn't furnish the 
Black high school a bus, although, black prq>erty-owne;l./taxes went to buy buses for 
the County, but the buses onJ.y transported the white children. So, Mr. Clark and his 
canmittee had to buy a bus, or several buses, because they were busing kids in fran the 
different points of the County to the school in Rockville, and they bought buses fran 
s cme bus canpany in Baltimore,, as I gathered fr an the history of the Black schools that 
Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Bra.m got. tq?;ether. They bought these buses fran them because there 
were several individuals who owned buses too. They rented these buses then fran them 
to transp art us to school. I started along with the youngsters of my age, odcourse I 
f rund that it was $5 a men th to ride that bus not just fr cm here to Rockvi lie, we 
wruld have to leave here go to Barnesville, pick up the Black kids in Barnesville, back 
down into Peach Tree on down into Seneca, Quince Crchard en out thr rugh Gaithersburg, 
up into Laytonsville, back down through Emory Grove, and then into Rockville to get to 

}\.01'1'\e.: 

school. We had to be at jtchool by nine o'clock so it meant we left., under the stars 
and had to take the same route back so we got back hane under the stars. Mr. Clark's 
son drove the first bus I rcxle. He was a student at the school at the time, he was able 
to drive and transport us. (Howard) 

What was his name ? (George) 

Milla.rd E. Clark, he drove the bus. After he graduated, and had ta.ken en a job, the bus 
wruld have to cane fran down county up to pick us up and carry us through that route. 
Here in Jerusalem we had to walk that whole mile to route 28 and stand and wait for 
that bus. Plenty of mornings we left here and the moan was shining pretty and bright , 
stand out there for mayve 1/2 hour in the cold waiting for the bus to come. Then you 
would ride the bus with no heat, till you got to Rockville and the same thing back 
every night. So I would say the Black kids had had a pretty rugged life in that day 
to get the little education that we could acquire at that time. (Howard) 

wcrc11 'r 
Your family was able to be without you fer a vhole day, ~~there other families vho had 
the sen a.round the house to vcrk en the farm? (George) 

~l. ""J ht 
That was before my time, my older brothers had to do that, but that was before any OOpt 

of Black high schools. (Howard) 



wert-
Even when there 1>-&S Black high schools, were there families who just could not be 
without the labor af the son or daughter? (George) 

It could of happened, I just dm 't recall it. (Heward) 

Most of the Black children of your age went to high school? (George) 

Yes, my age group. Most of them who could go went to high school. There was alot for 
sane reas rns couldn't go and didn't go. Those of us who could go did go. It was a 
good experience but it was rugged. (Howard) 

.so...w 
When you were going thrcugh that kind of experience and you looked around yru and~ 
white kids who weren't going thr rugh that kind of experience, what w~re your fee lings? 
(George) 

You didn't feel too good. You knew that your tax dollars were being spent to support 
schools of the County. Knc~l'ing that yru were getting sfortchanged,you real)y couldn't 
rejoice over it. Racis.m and segregation were so ramp";and th4n1 there really wasn't 
much you could do about it at that time. It was just that bad. You could see tax 
dollars ride right past your door; but you couldn't get any benefit out of it. You could 
see it but yru didn't benefit any fran it. So I would say the crndition of the Black 
schools before my time, or during my older brothers and sisters time, down thrffi8h rr.y 
time was pretty deplorable. I would say the average pers en older than I, would say 
really never g6fout two or three m01ths of schooling per year, actually in school. This 
is where they would have to be pulled outJ say / about the latler part of February or :.1arch 
to go back on farms to work. Then they had to work on those farms until r.iaybe after 
Giristmas. So they could 01ly go to school January, February and maybe sane parts of 

March. That was the limit of their education. So, it was a pretty unfair situation. 
Pretty rugged and a bad situation, but through it all God has brought us this far, you 
just have to be thankful to God that right and righteousness will overcane wrmg and 
evil. Wfre beginning to realize that evil a.'1d wrrng d01 1 t reign forever and this is 
what we /{Jt to teach our kids tcxiay, that have the benefits of better education,,,to take 
advantage of it. We impress upon them greatly to do it. Up until recent years the Black 
children really didn't have that much of an opportunity to advance as far I see some of 
them are being ab le to advance today, fr an the lack of opportunity they had to advance 
with. So, all in all I guess you would have to credit the success to God. Give him the 
credit for our being as successful as we are. 

·------·-
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PhoMJI COUl1el1 ct Anne Uwll 

Tlu.1928 pho101rapla 100a talu!n at a Mont1omery County .elwol. B010ard Lyle• ii 1ou11111er ma riflat 
in the baclc roao of four boy•. 

Finding a Forgotten Past: History 
Of Montgomery Blacks Is Compiled 

WSTOBY,From Pagel 

•After emancipation, former slaves 
:wanted to buy land because land gave 
them a measure of freedom,'' McDa· 
nlelnoted. 

BlackS were able to purchase the 
hard. hllly ground because whites 
didn't want tt-Jt was almost impossi
ble to farm. said McDaniel; who Is sur· 
veytng the communities of Martins
bUrg. Sugarland, Jerusalem, Jooes
vllle, Big Woods, Clarksburg, Hyatts
town, Blocktown. Bell's Chapel. 
Thompsons' Comer, Boyds'·Whlte 
Grounds and Turnertow.n. 

Although some residents can trace 
their families back to those settlen, 
many are currently fighting to retain 
their property against the encroaching 
development from nearby cities, Mc
Daniel said. "Also, many old houses 
don't have modern faeilltles and can't 
J>*.)M>Ualng codes, so a lot of them ue 
abaadoned. In eome eommanWal 
many of the hlltorteal sites are a1mollt 
COJDBlete.h: cone.. 

1lcDllilel bas fdentHled 1&0 10 20IJ 
hJstorkal altes. He 11 photographing 
them and compiling records that will 
be deposited lo the archives of the 
MarYJaod Historical Trust in Annapo
ua. :£\retrtually, the tntormatlon Jn the 
archives will be open to teachers, stu· 
dents, community planners and family 
histortaDs. Copies of his study, which 
will be completed in March, wlll be 
avallable at the Rocll:ville IJbrary and 
from WUMCO officials. 

McDaniel Is a former high school 
teacher and Smithsonian Institution 
fellow who 

most re11DUrce 
structing the blstory of these towns. 

'1 like to start a study by going 10 
the people themselves because so 
macb or thJs history is in the old peo. 
pie's minds and hasn't been wrttten 
down." &aid McDaniel. who began by 
contacting WUMCO president Howard 
Lyles. Lyles Introduced him to dozens 
of Jong-time residents. 

When making new contacts In a 
community, McDaniel said he likes to 
be with aomeone who Is well known to 

the residents. A resident who might be 
reluctant to discuss Uie past with a 
white stranger may be more comfona. 
ble ff McDaniel la introduced by a fa
miliar communJty member. 

"I just try to be honest," said McJ>a. 
nlel, who usually b~ along a tape 
recorder and camera. I usually get a 
favorable response because people can 
tell where I'm coming from. 

"One great benefit from this work ls 
that It means so much to the mental 
health of the elderly. So many live 
alone and are shut-in and get the feel· 
Ing they areuot needed by society. But 
In this work they are absolutely emen· 
tlal, and it gives them a Jot of sa~ 
tlon." 

Highlights of the taped oral lUstorfet 
wlll be available along with other re
cords McDaniel Is complllng. "I'm in· 
terested Jn descriptions of die houses, 
the fumisbiop and ev~ that 
will gtye imighl Into their Way Of life,• 
be said. 

Vsinl his mtormatloa. McDanlel 

uld be 'WOUld like to create a "period 
room" In ooe of the commtmltles or 
compile a photographic exhibit that 
could be set up ID 11Choo1s and libraries 
to edocate youngsteri and geo..ate in
terest 1n the put. 

The projeet has already nakened 
reddents' lnt.erest In their CODllDUll· 
tty's-past. 

... tblnk It's a very worthwhile pro
ject because a lot of our young people 
would have never known about lhelt 
QCeSton. .. said ctvic leader Iqtles, 80, 
whose grandparenta were rormer 
slaves .lil 1be area. "Some ot our ~ 
ertie8 are tlllrd-generatlon and they 
are worth taving for tuture ,.,..... 
tlona." 

"People like co look back and learn 
bow their foreparents did tblD~ and 
see how clttterentliving Is today, Aid 
tbint.generaUon CJartsburg resident 
EthelForeman. 1 think it's otce that 1t 
Will go Into the archives for future g&
nerations wbo may want to loot up 
IOJDelhlngabout their root& .. 
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Hiltorian Geor1e McDaniel, right, in.tervie"11 Boward Lyle1. 

Montgomery's Black Families: 
Restarcher Compiles History 

Organization (WUMCO) is helpmg McDaniel find 
sources and documents. •1 C:.01 lraeoff 

,..... at a "'*lltalf'Wf\19 

~~ II ~ according to 

-nice Is little dOemDeDted In regard to 
blaethtsior$ .ated tbeM-yeaM>ld historian. ''We 
uiuaDY iust • ibe Ufe of the white families. I'm 
mtsested ID -.S in tbts gap and rounding out 
the picture at lif.e m the past." 

MCDamel 'Wanta to balance what be calls the 
-Gone With '!be Wind" view ol the old South with 
biatoriea of ltact pctownm. Be ts pursuing his 
goal by ~ :tm~t black historical re
&OUrCal la t1lle upps - Of westem Montgomery 
Coant)'. 

McDaniel 1lepa the historical survey last April 
under theaeclSof Sugarloaf ReglOna1 Trails, a non
profit blstorbl prel8l'Vltkm and planning organi
zation with headquarters at the base of Sugarloaf 
Jlountalli. ruas for the project were provided by 
the MaryaaJid BJstorlCal Trust and the Montgom
ery County emee of Community Development. In 
addttion. ~Western Upper Moptgommoy Citlzell's 

The purpose of the study is to locate, identity 
and record important black hJStorical resources 
bef or~ they are Jost, McDameJ explained. Among 
the resources are century-old houses, family BJ. 
bles, farm buildings, churches, photographs, 
schools and tools that date back to the post-CivD 
War days when freed slaves purchiSed land in the 
upper western part of the county. 

See HISTORY Page S, Col 1 

Inside 
• Producers were inundated with 
homegrown talent at auditions jor a new, 
local TV show. Page 2. 

• Montgomery Counfll officials expect to 
receive almost $5 mdho11 in Commumtu 
Development funds. Page 3 



lerusalem: Founded on Faith 
And 'Concern for· One Another' 

BJCwplhDaaW 
llpMlllltD'rll9 .......... 

Sbe WIS aaite ID artlcuJate WODllD, 
ending ID her drem and f 8trlct ~ 
pUmrtan. 

MJt wun't TU do tt later.' You did It 
eotD,"' recal1I Boward Lyles of his 
ll'IJldmother, Virginia RoblnaOD. who 
f1ved ID the .Jerusalem community in 
~County. Uke nw.ay black women boril durlDg alavery, Mrs. Rob-

~rta!n~1Wo=e. °t~ 
mafernl1 grandfather, WllUam Robtft. 
IOD.. bad Worked u a slave OD the Mil
ford farm near Poolesville, and after 
he was treed he eventually bought five 
aeres from the Mllfords. Other former 
slaves ~ land nearby and to
gether their adjacent tracts formed 
the COJ111DUDity named .Jerusl)em. 

Deep religious faith and "close con· 
eem for one another" were the values 
of the old community that he would es
PedallY Ute to see continued Into the 
future; Lyles says. "What they had 
been through (aa slaves) drew them 
clOlel' to God. In lhoae da)'I the church 
WU the gathering point. And In raising 
their families, espedally OD Sunday 
mnrntnOR.. &hey had family prayer to-
piber---::r' 

That togetbeJ'ness extended Into the 
community, says Lyles. "If you bad 
llOID80lle in your household sick, and 
needed comtant care, tbal care W&J 
there day and nJghL" 'lbe COIDDl11Dlty 
pltcbed in to help a neighbor. "The 
men would grub up wild underbrush 
and work that land ao it would pc:G:
duce crops. The women were right 
there too, preparing the meats for 
them. It WU a 19getberDelll project." • 

Lyles recalls that wblle bta father 
Wll a farm laborer and brought home 
little cash. be was a .. good provider." 
Fam.Diel In rural black communities In 
Maryland strove towards &elf auln
ctency by ralalng much of their own 
food and by battering with other fami
U. and with ltOl'e8. 

But Lyles II too realistic to WU not
talglc for the past. Be notes that educa
tional opportunlUes for black children 
were "pretty deplorable." 'lbough 
blat property owners paid county 
tum, there wu no high school for N~ 
groes in the county unW 1928 and 
county school buses transported only 
white children. Here. as eJ&ewhere in 
tbe state, bJacks have a dUferent, and 
Im~ perspective on busing. 

During his youth. there was In the 
community .. a great leader. Noah E. 
Clarke, .. wbo 118& m example in leader· 

Pbotop'lpb oomie11ol Anmi-11 

Yirsinia Robiluon, one of the /ounder1 of JerUJalem. 

ship for Lyles. Clarke presmred t&e 
county into establishing a high school 
for black students, worked :tor more 
equitable school funding and organ
ized families In black communities to 
buy and maintain their own school 
buses. 

Today Lyles Is recognized as the 
community leader In Jerusalem and 
elsewhere m the county. AB one ekl· 

erly Widow asked: "What would we do 
without Howard Lyles?" Just u be has 
learned from his predecesSors. there 
are signs that younger people have 
learned from him and that they will 
come forth to answer that elderly 
lady's question. 

Mr. MCDani.el is studU&Rfl black hi&
toru in western Montaome111 Cotm&JI 
forSuaarloaJ Regionol Trail&. 


