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Robert ~illia~s Log Eo~se (Site) 
Poolesville vicinity, Jerusalen cor::ummi ty 
Private 

1 ~·77 c. ~'."", 

This one and a half story log house contained four rooms, t~o 
down and two up, and was similar to other log houses built in the 
late 1800' s by Black landowning far.iilies in rural :rontgorr.ery Cou.'1ty. 
Larger than the earlier slave houses, they represented a measure 
of improvement in the living conditions of black families in the 
years soon after emancipation. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Accordin;s to r;:ae Isabelle ;11oore Cwens and -.villia'TI 1.·:oore, 
this log house, which has since been destroyed, was a four room 
dwelling, two rooms down and two up. :t resembled the log house 
of the ;Jennis Hamilton family in Jerusalem comunity, which still 
remains and which has been described in depth (~ont. 17-51-9). 
See descriptions and photographs of h that site. 
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According to deed ~BP 16/J29, '"obert :iilliarns purchased 

this property of J.75 acres from Leonidas Jones in 1877. ~his 

was part of the Aix .:a Chappelle tract. Eobert ·,;'illiarns »vas 

therefore obe o! the first of the Black landowners to settle 

in the ~erusalem. 

According to the Centennial of the Jerusalem 3aotist Ghurch, 

1374-1974, "'obert ,iilliams founded the Jerusale'.Tl .saptist Church 

by calling upor. other fa,,.iilies in the co:n.rnur.i t::,; to comp tri his 

leg house to hear the sospel. 3ir:ce church tradition maintains 

that this was in 1274, it is most likely that 'dilliarns was 

living here before the land was for~ally purchased by hi~ from 

leo~~d~s Jones in 1877. 

According to t~e ~.s. census of 1900 for ~ontgomery County, 

.. :arylanj, Robert :.1illia11s was born in lcJS in Virginia. 'lhis :nakes 

r,i~ ~)ne of tr_e oldest of tf:e f:Ju11ders of the Jerusalem com:1ur~i ty. 

:·~o descendants of i':im were located, nor an~,r family ptotographs. 

LH~e tr:e ot:-ier fa:"lilies i~. Jerusale:n, .iil liams was related 

tC) 11:_s nei:;!"~bors. ::is wife ~ .. illie t1orsey·, born ir1 i,::25 accord.ir:g 

tc the 19·'.JO census, was the sister of the father of ~ar~es, }eOrEe, 

0haries) Frank, and I.eanna ~orsey (according to ,'iilliam ~.:oore). 
'iillia.ms donated a portion of this property to -':he ~eruaalem 

:::'.apt :.s-: ChL.;.rch, thoug:p. , che deed was not recorded. :ha-: land is 

now ~sed for a cemetery. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land records, ~ontgomery County 8ourthouse, Rockvil1e, 
C::al interviewswi th .Villiarn :.:oore and ;.:ae :sabelle ::oore Cwens, 

Jerusa~em co~munity, ~epteffiber-Cctober, 1972 by Jeorge 
~cDaniel, not taped. 

Centennial of the Jerusale~ 3aptist Church, 1274-1974. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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