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Fran1
{ and Vallie Dorsey Log ~ouse 

Jerusale~ Corr~unity 
Prt vate 

r::'!J.is small lo~ house, one and a half stories in height, 
contained one roo~ down and one room uu and had a s~all frame 
~itchen attached to the rear length. A cellar was du~ below 
the house. The dwellinr: was unusually S"'lall for a Blac'·{ land­
owning- fail'ily in thi_s era in Yontgomery County~ ~ost lived in 
loCT' or fra.,,.,e houses of two roo"ns down, two un plan or lar~er. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Frank and Mollie Dorsey House 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER ·,vest side of Jerusalem Rd. 

Fo'rllJ~l le (Jerusalem) x 
VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC x-OCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) x,-PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

~ITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _)VES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

No _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M.E. and B.L. Clarke 
STREET & NUMBER 

19321 Jerusalem Rd 
CITY. TOWN 

pool esyi 11 ft - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Registry of :eeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Courttouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Rockville, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

f\one 
DATE 

CONG~E.$SIONAL DISTRICT 

£ 
COUNTY 

J.V:ontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ..xPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #:972-8596 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryl and 208,}7 

Liber #: 2195 
Folio #: JJB 

STATE 

l(d. 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

.bDETER !ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

nLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-1oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO OATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This small one and a half story log house stands on the 
west side of Jerusalem Road, about seventy yards from the road. 
It faces the east and stands on the slope of a gentle hill. In 
front of it, at the bottom of the hill runs a small creek. The 
house is now abandoned, surrounded by woods, and is in derelict 
condition. Due to the danger involved in entering the house, 
the interior was not closely inspected. 

The facade of the house consisted of two bays, a front 
door centrally located and a window to the south. Since all 
the windows and sashes were completely removed, it was not 
possible to determine the type of window for the house. There 
appears to have been no front porch. Behind the house (west) 
a small frame kitchen was built, and has disappeared from view, 
except for brick rubble from the brick stove flue in the back 
of the kitchen. It was probably original. The logs of the house 
were well-chinked, plastered and whitewashed. They were left 
bare. At the corners, they were secured by V notches. A mixture 
of pine and oak logs were used. 

The interior of the house consisted of one room down and 
one up. The one room downstairs was low in height,and was not 
ceiled. The hewn joists were left exposed. On the joists were 
a number of hooks and pegs from which household thmgs were hung, 
since there were no closets. There was a rack made of the crooks 
of two tree limbs, which may have served as a gun rack. There 
were plank shelves along the walls. The floor had given way and 
revealed the cellar below. A narrow ladder staircase enclosed 
with tongue and groove siding and closed by a door (now gone) 
ascended into the one room upstairs. 

The upstairs now contains a closet, several old trunks, 
a bed, and a lot of clothes and other things left behind. The 
roof was covered with wood shingles. The rafters were a mixture 
of sawn and hewn materials. A small window in each gable end 
illuminated and ventilated the upstairs. A brick stove flue was built 
into th~ sbuthe~st side of the upst~irs. A stove pipe from downstairs 
ascended into the brick flue which was supported by the joists. 

The frames of the front and oack doors, the winaows, and of 
the enclosed stairway were fastened with wire nails, and were 
original to construction. 

According to oral informant Beulah Clarke, (the current 
owner of the property), there was a hen house, hog pen, and 
meat house behind the house. There was also a well. 

Overall, the house is small in size and today is plain to 
the point of starkness in appearance. It is a carcass now, 
but in earlier days, its occupants would have given it life, as 
Jerusalem residents can testify. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

- 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 20.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 1700-1799 _.ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. JJ''/7 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT p ,

1 1 
e.l'~'"'lv 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIALiHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

AOTHER ISPECIFYI 

According to deed JA 60/242, this property of 2.90 acres 
was purchased by Charles Frank Dorsey from William Wallace 
Poole in 1897. According to Beulah Clarke, the current owner 
of the property and knowledgeable community informant, Frank 
Dorsey with the assistance of his brother George built •his 
house. This was probably soon after Frank purchased it in 
1897, but it may have been built several years earlier as the 
residence for the Dorsey family, and the land only purchased 
later. Nonetheless, the presence of wire nails in the framing 
of the windows and doors and the stairway indicate that the 
house was no earlier than the 1880's, probably in the 1890's, 
combining this with oral history, the most likely date of 
construction is near the time of purchase in 1897. 

According ~a Beulah Clarke, this was the home of Frank 
Dorsey and his wife Mollie Johnson Dorsey. Frank was the 
brother of George Dorsey and of Leande:. Dorsey,who married 
Sam Clarke, another nearby resident. 

As part of this survey, a copy of a photograph of Frank and 
Mollie Dorsey was copied. See photographs. 

According to Beulah Clarke, the only son of the Dorseys 
(Andrew) died at a young age. For the rest of their years, 
they lived alone in this house. After the death of Mollie 
Dorsey in this house about 30 years ago, her husband moved in 
with Noah Clarke until his death. No one has lived in the 
house since. 

According to Beulah Clarke, Frank Dorsey worked as a laborer 
on the farms in the vicinity. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1) Land Records, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 

2) Oral interviews with Beulah Clarke and Howard Lyles, 
Jerusalem community, October 1978 by George McDaniel (not taped) 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George W. McDaniel, Surveyor Wesley Stubbs. Research Assistart 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

DATE 

Sept. 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 

PS· 1108 
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