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Frant and Mollie Dorsey Log ZHouse c. 1Ro7
Jerusaler Community

Private

™is small log house, one and a half stories in height,
contained one room down and one room uv and had a small frame
kitchen attached to the rear length, A cellar was dug below
the house, The dwellineg was unusually small for a Black land-
owning family in this era in Montgomery County; most lived in
loz or frame houses of two rooms down, two up plan or larrer.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small one and a half story log house stands on the
west side of Jerusalem Road, about seventy yards from the road.
It faces the east and stands on the slope of a gentle hill., 1In
front of it, at the bottom of the hill runs a small creek. The
house 1s now abandoned, surrounded by woods, and is in derelict
condition. Due to the danger involved 1in entering the house,
the interior was not closely inspected.

The facade of the house consisted of two bays, a front
door centrally located and a window to the south. Since all
the windows and sashes were completely removed, 1t was not
possible to determine the type of wlindow for the house. There
appears to have been no front porch. Behind the house (west)
a small frame kitchen was buillt, and has disappeared from view,
except for brick rubble from the brick stove flue in the back
of the kitchen. It was probably original. The logs of the house
were well-chinked, plastered and whitewashed. They were left
bare. At the corners, they were secured by V notches. A mixture
of pine and oak logs were used.

The interior of the house consisted of one room down and
one up. The one room downstairs was low in height,and was not
celled. The hewn joists were left exposed. On the Jjolsts were
a number of hooks and pegs from which household things were hung,
since there were no closets. There was a rack made of the crooks
of two tree limbs, which may have served as a gun rack. There
were plank shelves along the walls. The floor had given way and
revealed the cellar below. A narrow ladder staircase enclosed
wilth tongue and groove siding and closed by a door (now gone)
ascended into the one room upstairs.

The upstairs now contains a closet, several old trunks,
a bed, and a lot of clothes and other things left behind. The
roof was covered with wood shingles. The rafters were a mixture
of sawn and hewn materials. A small window in each gable end
illuminated and ventilated the up8tairs. A brick stove flue was built
into the southeast side of the upstairs. A stove pipe from downstairs
ascended into the brick flue which was supported by the joists.
o The frames of the front and back doors, the wlncows, and of
the enclosed stairway were fastened wlth wire nails, and were
original to construction.

According to oral informant Beulah Clarke, (the current
owner of the property), there was a hen house, hog pen, and
meat house behinc¢ the house. There was also a well.

Overall, the house 1s small in size and today is plain to
the point of starkness 1n appesrance. It 1s a carcass now,
but in earlier days, its occupants would have given it l1life, as
Jerusalem reslidents can testify.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT
c, I»?77 Poss.L/y Georse ¢ F2mnic Dotsey

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to deed JA 60/242, this property of 2.90 acres
was purchased by Charles Frank Dorsey from William Wallace
Poole in 1897. According to Beulah Clarke, the current owner
of the property and knowledgeable community informant, Frank
Dorsey with the assistance of his brother George built this
house. This was probably soon after Frank purchased it in
1897, but it may have been built several years earlier as the
residence for the Dorsey family, and the land only purchased
later. Nonetheless, the presence of wilre nails in the framing
of the windows and doors and the stairway 1ndicate that the
house was no earlier than the 1880's, probably in the 1890's,
combining this with oral history, the most likely date of
construction is near the time of purchase in 1897.

According to Beulah Clarke, this was the home of Frank
Dorsey and his wife Mollie Johnson Dorsey. Frank was the
brother of George Dorsey and of leande. Dorsey,who married
Sam Clarke, another nearby resident.

As part of this survey, a copy of a photograph of Frank and
Mollie Dorsey was copied. See photographs.

According to Beulah Clarke, the only son of the Dorseys
(Andrew) died at a young age. For the rest of their years,
they lived alone in this house. After the death of Mollie
Dorsey im this house about 30 years ago, her husband moved in
with Noah Clarke until his death. No one has lived in the
house 8ince.

According to Beulah Clarke, Frank Dorsey worked as a laborer
on the farms in the vicinity.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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