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George Dorsey Log House (Site) 
Jerusalem community 
Private 

C, /'/DJ 

This smal I one and a half story log house was bui It by its owner, 
George Dorsey. It contained one room down and one up in the principal 
block and had a smal I frame kitchen attached to the rear length. Dorsey 
was a carpenter in the Jerusalem community and was the principal bui Ider 
of the Jerusalem Baptist Church near the turn of the century. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HisroRic George Dorsey Family House Cr- / T£) 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER West side of Jerusalem Rd. 

CITY. TOWN 
P Poolesville (Jer~@J 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

~SITE 
_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC ~occu PIED 

~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

No 
_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME B. C. Harper 

STREET & NUMBER 

19315 Jerusalem Church Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Pockville 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

K 
COUNTY 

Iv:ontgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _.PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: Not Listed 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland .2as37 

Liber #: 988 
Folio #: 67 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~NEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

bLTEREO 

f-1 . 11- iS I - Y 

CHECK ONE 

_1oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This smal I log house stood on the west side of Jerusalem Road and faced east 
toward the road. It stood one and a half stories high, and was similar in design 
and plan Cone room down and one up) to the Frank Dorsey house on the adjacent 
property. See the description of that house for further detai Is. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC __ARCHHJLOliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 .l.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ..MRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

- 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

~1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
C-. /9ol- /'/o.J 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT G 
eor2e. 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

)('OTHER !SPECIFY! 

According to deed TD 27/204, George W. Dorsey purchased this tract of 4.75 acres 
from Wi I liam Wal lace Poole in 1903. He probably bui It this house at that time. His 
brother Frank had purchased land south of him in 1897, and bui It a log house on it. 

According to Beulah Clarke in Jerusalem, George Dorsey was a fine carpenter. In 
the Centennial of Jerusalem Baptist Church, Dorsey is cited as the "one of the principal 
contractors in the construction of the church, which was a two story frame bui I ding 
with a balcony". This was the first church that stood near the site of present-day 
cemetery in Jerusalem. 

To supplement his incane, George Dorsey raised honeybees, according to Beulah 
;1arke, and sold the honey. 

Accorjing to the r.s. Census of 1900 ofor ~ontgomery County, ~aryland, 
~.D.52, p. llA, George Dorsey was born in ~ 1853. His wife i\iary Yi. 

was born in 1262, and his son '.tiilliarn T. in 1884. Confirming the oral 
tradition, the t:. S. census lists '.}eorge ::Jorsey' s occupation as "carpenter". 
All the family :nembers were born in :•:aryland, except Dorsey's wife, who 
was born in virginia. 

Photographs: 
As part of this survey, the family photograph of George Dorsey in the 

possession cf Charles ~oore;who lives near Jeruaalem, was copied. ~lso, 
a copy of the photograpl': of his son Frank was made. de thl:-efore have 
photographs of these two brothers, born , during slavery, George 
and ?rank Dorsey. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
!) Oral interviews with Beulah Clarke, Jerusalem canmunity, October 1977-1978 

by George McDaniel 
2) Centennial of Jerusalem Baptist Church, 1874-1974, Charles Harper 

3) Land Records, County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUND"~Y DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

George W. McDaniel, Surveyor Wesley Stubbs, Research Assistant 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickeron 

DATE 

Sept. 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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JERUSALEM COMML~ITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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