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tlilliam :: • ..,orsey :-iouse (Site) 
Foolesville Vicinity, Jerusalem community 
Private 

c. 1EE4 

~his one and a half story frame r.ouse was once the home 
of a 3lack landowning family, among the founders of the 
Jerusalem community. containing two rooms down and two up 
and heated by wood stoves, it stood in strong contrast to 
the small log houses that had been commonplace in the ante­
bellum era for slaves and free Blacks. 
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HISTORIC '\j• 11 . .i iam 
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H. Dorsey House (s17E) 
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IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

STREET & NUMBER 

County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

STATE, Zl.p code 
P/P, 

Liber #: lG~ 
Folio #: 31':8 

STATE 

Ed. 
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TITLE 
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CITY. TOWN 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

__&.LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This frame house stood on the west side of the old Jerusalem 
Church Rd., • ~ich is now an abandoned Jane. The new road circle curves 
to the south .Jf this property. The house faced the old road. (east> 

The house was a smal I, simply designed, one and a half story frame 
dwelling. Its facade contained a front door centrally located, and a window 
with two over two lights in a double hung sash to the south. The 
interior consisted of two rooms down and two up. The south room was the 
kitchen, dining room, and family room, while the north room was the sitting 
room and bedroom for the parents. There was a door in the south gable end. 
A stove pipe ascended through the center of the house, and served a wood 
cook stove in the kitchen,and a smaller heat stove in the room opposite. 
The rear length of the downstairs had two windows. There were two rooms 
upstairs, each having a window in the gable end. 

The frame of the house was sheathed with board and batten, unlike 
most of the frame houses in the vicinity, on which weatherboards were used. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 
ff 17-5/-~ 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

.1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 .&RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
~. IJ'!'t 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Deeds show that Wi II iam H. Dorsey purchased this tract (2 acres) from 
Leonidas Jones in 1884 <ESP 34/2). Jones himself had purchased the land 
from John A. Chiswel I, and George and Leah Chiswel I in 1873. At this time 
in research, the identity of Leonidas Jones is not knowc. In the deed 
1416/131, the heirs of Wi I liam H. Dorsey conveyed the land to Rosa Dorsey, one 
of the daughters of Wi I liam H. Dorsey. 

This house was probably bui It by William H. Dorsey at the time of purchase 
of the property in 1884. Since the house no longer stands, no investigation is 
possible and it is possible that the house was bui It earlier. 

According to al I Jerusalem informants, the house was considered to be 
an old dwelling so it is not of 20th century construction. Its one and a half 
story height and its two room plan are similar to those of the traditional 
log houses in this region. Since it was not as large and sty I ish in design 
as the Moore house on the adjacent tract, it is a half way point between the 
traditional log houses and the more progressive,two story frame dwel lingi. 

As part of this survey, the photograph of Annie V. Hami I ton Dorsey, 
the wife of Wil I iam H. Dorsey was copied. It is in the possession of 
Charles Moore, her grandson. Annie Dorsey was born in 1829, according to 
the 1900 U.S. census for Montgomery County (see attached copy). This is 
therefore a photograph of one of the oldest of the founders of the Jerusalem 
canmunity, and a rare and valuable picture for the history of the community and 
of Montgomery County. 

According to Charles Moore, his grandmother was a Hamilton, but he did 
not know if his mother was kin to Wallace and Dennis Hamilton, who were also 
founders of the Jerusalem community. They were born in 1843 and 1842 respectively, 
and were first cousins, so it is wel I possible that Annie Hamilton Dorsey was 
a sister of one of them. In al I I ikel ihood, they were retated in some way, 
and this kinship strengthened the bonds of the Jerusalem community. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I) Oral interviews with Cora. and Wi 11 iam Moore, and Joe Harper, Jerusalem 
canmunity, October 1978, by George McDaniel 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George w. McDaniel, Surveyor Wesley Stubbs, Research Assistant 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

DATE 

Sept. 1978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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