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Addendum 

The Seneca Schoolhouse is located off of River Road in Seneca 
Creek State Park. After years of disrepair it has been restored by the 
Historic Medley District, Inc. and is currently used as an interpretive 
center for groups of schoolchildren to learn about this one room 
schoolhouse. 
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ACHS SUHMARY FORH 

1. Name: Seneca School Eouse 

_ 2. Planning Area/Site Number: 17 /56 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: ~(an 13 
C-i3 

4. Address: River Road, East of Seneca Creek, Poolesville 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building Previous Survey Recording ~'-KCPPC 
Ownership nublic 
Public Acquisition __ ~~-Jl...,.A ________ _ 
Status unoccuuiea 

Title and Date: 1976 Inventorv of 
~istorical Sites 

Accessible no 
-------~--------------~ 

Federal State x County x Local - - - -Present use nark 
__ ....._..__ ________________ __ 

6. Jate: 1863 7. Original Owner: 

8. Apparent Condition 

fair b altered c oriE_.inal site 
a·--------------------~ ·----------------------~-·~----------------------------~ 

9. Description: This handsome one-and-a-half storv Seneca sandstone school­
house faces west. It is a three bay by one bay structure with uncoursed 
sandstone walls with corner quoins. There is a uavilion at the west end 
through which the schoolhouse ~ay be entered. The windows are now covered 
by !1ly1,,.10od sheets, but each had a sandstone sill and lintel. There is a 
gar le roo:' above the navilion as well as above the schooP1ouse. The 
~able roo~s have raised seam metal coverings. 

10. Significance: The Seneca School is one of ~'ontgoner-y' s Count~r' s eqrliest 
~ubli c schoolhouses. It ':TRs built b:r Seneca Fills, a business owned by 
Upton Dar~y. Constructed in 1863 of roug~-faced stone fro~ the Seneca 
sandstone q_ua.rry, it was one of the better constructed early County schools. 
The school ':!RS heated by a central coal-burning '!lot-bellied stove; there 
~ere two ~rivies and a coal house behind the schoolhouse. 

Children from local families attended Seneca School; however, during 
the ~linter r.:onths attendance was augmented b:r children who lived on the 
canal boats, and by older boys who did spring and fall far:'lwork. These 
atided n1L"'.'l'bers were welconed as the school required an average attendance 
of 25 students to renRin open. Teachers were paid $300. a year and parents 
naid for all books and school sunnlies. 
. The exact closin~ date is unlmo11m, but in 1900 Seneca >~ills School 
onened, nrobably replacing the little stone schoolhouse. 

Candy :S.eed 
l. :r=l.esearcher and date researched: Eileen :rcGuckian-10/79 Arel:. Description 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 

15. Acreage: 

10/79 14. Designation 
Approval __ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 17/56 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Seneca School House 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

~iver Road, East of Seneca Creek 
CITY, TOWN 

'Poolesville VICINITY OF 

STATE 

~-1aryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT x_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X.BUILDING(SI _PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME 'M'..ar~rland :::ient. of ~;atural 1:l,esources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Tawes Office 3uilding 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC ':ontgomery Countv Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL Jo;_PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE , 

J'.aryland 

Liber #: 4-200 
Folio #: 675 

STATE 

zip code 
214-01 

'.farvland 20850 

>I-IlCPPC Inventory o~ I=istorical Sites 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

1976 

Park Eistorian's Office 

Rockville 

_FEDERAL X_sTATEX_couNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 20855 



B DESCRIPTION ff. i1 -5 ~ 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

XFAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

.lrALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This hands orrie one-and-a-half s tor~r SenecR Sands tone s c11ool house 
:':'aces 1.rest. 

?uilt on :'ieldstone foundations, this three ba:r by one ha:' school 
r.ouse has 1.n1coursed sandstone walls wi tr. corner nuoins. Th.e huilnin"' has 
bAe"l T:hi te wasred, but this has disri.nneared in ;ri~ny :-ilaces, es".Jecialiy 
the Trest gahle end. 

There is a :'.lavilion at the 'vest end of the building. ~his hRs a 
si~rle wooden door frame and a naneled door. The ~indo~s of the school 
house ~1ave been boarded up completely b:,r T)l:"'wood. ~e ?;ahle roof f:as 
raisen sea!" "'letal coverinr::. The boxed cornice is returned into the fable 
ends of hoth the 1"1ain block and ti-i_e pavilion. There is one interior 
stove chimne'.'• 

Th.e interior of the 
·was used as an entry and 
east ·ms the classroom. 
lat~ ceilinr and walls. 

school is comnosed of ~10 roans. The west navilion 
cloa.kroo".11 a.nd the larr:e rectangular roor::i ta· the 
There is randorri-T:ridth ~flooring., and plaster over 
A blackboard is on the east interior wall. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE MDUCATION _MILITARY _SQCIAUHUMANiTARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

__x1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POL1T1cs1GOVERNMENT XoTHER 1sPEC1FYI 

_1NvENr10N Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1863 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Seneca School is sirnificant as one of i,~ontCl'omery County's earliest 
nublic schoolhouses. 
- The school was constructed in 1863 of rough-faced stone frorE the o_uarry 
at Seneca. It was desi~ned accordin~ to current educational philosophy, 
~hich was that a school should be beautiful for insnirational nurnoses. 
Pro~er lir'h~ and V'::!ntila.tion \,!ere not t'l--1en a !'lajor concern, and only two 
Tvindo'vS were nlaced on each side 1·ra.ll. r.Iooden wainscotting lined the 
botto~ two ~eet of the walls to ~rotect the~ ~rom the ravages of children. 
The entra._"1.ce vestibule !lrovided a place to hang coats as well as separate 
noor1,rn•rs for each sex. Al thoup,h it was not un to the standards reconmended 

· EenrY Barnard in his 1848 School Architecture, the Seneca School was 
one of the better-constructed earl:r County schools.l 

Seneca School was built by Seneca :\:ills, a business then owned by 
Un ton Darbv. It ~·rns insured in 1883 for ~400. 

· Accordinr to Lewis Allnutt, who T11as a student at Seneca in the 1880s 
and 90si the school was heated h:· a central coal-burning pot-bellied stove; 
the coa was brought to Seneca on the nearby C&O canal, hauled to the 
school in horse-drawn waeons, and added to the stove by the teacher with 
the helry of the larP:er ho~,rs. 1!rater was sunnlied b•r a snring in the woods 
behind the schoolhouse' and there were bvo - privies. and a coal house behind 
th'::! buildinr. The children sat, se['regated by sex, two to a desk, 
frequently being called to a long bench at the front of the classroom to 
"Eave t':leir lessons heard". Parents naid for a_ll books and school sunnlies 
such as slates and slate pencils. The school ~rograr: consisten of readine, 
writing, spelling, arithmetic, histor:r, c:;eograrihy, and speaking. Recrea­
tional ~acili ties were informal, but the children :;Jla:red !'l.a._11y kinds of 
games. 

Artificial 1iEhtine in the school was non-existent, and time was 
deterniined by the teacher's brass hand bell. Cor21oral punishment was per­
".Jitte<l, usually administered with a switch; the dunce stool at t11e front of 
the room was another iI!"Dortant niece o:' sc'lool furniture. 

The children who attended Seneca ;3.chool were primarily from local 
farJilies. Yfo1rnver, during the winter months attendance '"'ras auemented by 

ildren ~10 lived on the canal boats and by older boys who did sprinv and 
, all farnwork. These added numbers were welconed, as the school required 
an avera!?,e attendance of 25 students to remain open. Teachers ';Jere paid 
8300 !'er :rear, and man:r had no s='e cial traininf'. for the position. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
Co~tinued on Attec~~ent Sheet _ 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See Attachment Sheet A 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ 2_a~c~r_e_s __ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Candy Reed 

Eileen ~1cGuckian Architectural Description 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Subarloaf Reeional Trails October 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Earvland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



~ttach~ent Sheet A ~::: 17 /56 

Seneca School Eouse 

The exact closing date of Seneca School is un."knoi;.m, but in 1896 
$150 was allocated for repairs and $60 for new furniture. On January 15, 
1900 Seneca :~ills School on the Seneca-Darnestown S.oad was o~ened, 
pro~abl7 replacing the little stone school house. 

FOOTIJO'I'E2: 

1. Leavitt, Donald ?f.), "Early :iontgomery Cou.11ty School Eouses". 
'fontgomer'"t Countir 0torir, Vol. 22, :'fo. 2, ~fay 1979. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Leavitt, Donald "!·1., "Early '~ontgomery County School Eouses", 1:ontgomerv 
Countv Storv, Vol. 22, !fo. 2, 1Iay 1979. 

Intervie~ with Lewis Allnutt, Sr. 1 former student at Seneca Echool, by 
nenbers of Historic ~edley District, Inc., January 1974. 

~fotes frC">n the files of Historic 'fodle:r :Jistrict, Inc. 
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A:.; toJ rl lo 1 re . \'.' 01 li 11nr:qw1" r•r l j • 1· . l 1 \ J . ~· Al.lnu t t , Jl' . J <.u1 ., l~J'74 

SENECA SCUOOLIIOUSB 

A 'l'rca~rn1·c 'Ihat Should De Prenc11 vccl 

v ' 

A houi; i oul' .:i1lct> from Poolenv 111(~ on Hivcr Hoad ... car 1 t~ lntcr~1~c tion 
with Pr-· ..... , r. ·111;.> •,,. ,1 and about~ one half mile \':est of 
Scnc.-ca ~ . tnnus un o l t! ntonc: :Jc11ool nou~c: . Ii; \'.as built in 18t)3 or sand-
::. tone from a quarry near the b~nlcs of the ' C&O Canal . · 
"" .i •••• '~ • • 11 wctt. built by [;cneco l·lill:;, a busine::;::; then owned by Upton 
Darby . 

According to rccordo of accounts kept by Upton Da1•by in his mill 
books f'or Seneca School the cost of lo.bar nnd materials io almost unbeli ev­
able . It was insu~cct on December 15, 1883 for $400 . 

One o.r the 3tud 0ntu who, at.. th~ age of six, entered thia cchool was 
Hr. Lewis Allnutt \1ho \lac bo1·n at Rockl~nd , the p1·cscnt home of Mr . & Mrs. 
James Mann , on January 2, 1075 . 

In an interview Hith Hr • . Allnutt a few wecl<3 after his ninety-nincth 
birthda,v iie was able to I'ccnll many int01•0sting !'acts and an..::cdot.cs which 
give us real 1nnight into ttlC ~hysical set-up or the interlor of the build­
in5, the school e;1•ounds , its recreation facilities , student peroonncl and 
tcochers . . . .. : . . . . .\ , ,. . . : . . . 

: ~ ,; ... , . ·, .• •. .• :.:w !-" ·· • . . . : ,,"_'• .. -.: J ... 'f:'· .:.: . 
:<,. •• I'- t i,J •• • ••• • • • •• ,. . .. .. \ .. .. • 

~ ~.~· ,. • The" bu.ild i ng v1:::is of unpc;i1nt.cd ~tone \'lith an entr~nce or •:co~i!.>ulc 
whare .the childr~n hun6 t fl..:ix• ~"raps <:ind ke:pt their lunch buckets . : .. Tneir' ·· 

·· \traps· •were hung on \·1oodcn pcge under the lunch buclcet shelves . 

· The bu11d1n6 \;~= heated by u pot-bellied utove ~1hich :.>tood necr the 
center of the clnn:~roo:n. 
brourrht on the Cf:O C~mol 
Thcr~ we1·e no cuatoJian':J 
bringing j n the c 'oul uud 
boy3 and the teacher who 
duties . 

'l'he coal that i:as bur'ncd in the :;to\ c was 
and l1~uh:d to ::;chool in ho1•oc - a1•a\·m ~iac:ono . 
to l'lln .. thio h<:~tinr; oystcm, ~O tllc \:Or k Of 
carrying out the ashes was done by the larger 
Here also .t'esponsible for all other cleaning 

There was no \W.tcr on the ochool p r c misc n . There ua:J a opring in 
the \/OOds behind the achoolbouse \.hc1·c tile children took turns going for 
water . (That spring is still there and producing water . ) The bucket of 
\'Iater i,.;as l{cpt on o. ~helf :t,.>uilt ac1·oss one corner of the vcctibulc. The 
children d1•anl< fl'om "a'.' dipper that was lee pt in the buclcet. 

The de :..;ks in the schoolroom sea tcd t\·10 children. Boys sat with boys 
and g i rln s u t \ti th c..irls . 

At the front of the clDC!lroom \·:us a long bench ~ihcre the children 
\·tent to "have their lc::;~onn heard''. 

A blackboard e xtended across the front wall . or the room • • 
On u raised. pla tfonn nt~od the teacher's desk' \·11th a top that could 

lie raised up. A bl'a ~w hunc.J-lw ll was k ept 011 the teacher ' s deck and wa:; 
used t o "ta!cc i n school!' , 

c 
' • 
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Seneca Stone School 

SEN.fCA SCHOOI,HOUSE (Cont'd.) 

.1 : 17/56 

\ 

Paec 2 

Woe to the boy 01· r:;il'l ,,lJo nisbcbnvcd in cl'1~~s ! The dunce otool 
at the front of the i•oo1n \·rau a mon c cmharra::>:Jini; plccc of furniture. 

On the outside: of the hu11dinr; Herc t\w priv1eo nnd a cool hounc. 

The1·c \·:ere no i'Pec • f;Chool nupplicn u t that time. Dool:s ond all 
otlwr mnt,eJ ·ial~ u:;1: d by thr: children \lCI'C pnid for by their parcnto. 
They used olates and slate pcnc113. 

\'!hen Mr. Allnutt Hns nnlced i;hnt he otutliccl at school he chuclcJ ea and 
said, "Montly dcvllrncmt I GUcso" . llO\'·:OVcr, he nddcd that the cchool 

· p1~o~ram con!31sted oi' r<..a •Jtn~, \'ll'i tinr;, tipe lling, a1•1thmetic 1 hiatory, 
gcoBraphy and speaking. 

The students ~·mrc not pno:Jcd from r:;rnde to gr«de ns they arc now, 
EDch child \':us required to co:1.plct~ one took 'boi'o:-e ~oing to the nc:<t. 

Reports 1o1ere 15raded by numbers fro.n 0 to 100. 

There Here no lir;ht:: in the ::c~~ol. sc:;ool ~-:as disml::;~ed at 4 0 I clock 
and everybody went ho:nc oo 11Ghtn '\ICl'e not needed. 

. . . . .. : ... ·. ·. \ . . 
:··' ... . , "Every · Friday .. aft~rnooh 'the ·children ·cave "si>~cches · an·a ··ttau· spei11ng· ·· :··-..·. · 

F',c.,. 
, 0. . . . . . .. 

No expensive recreation fac111tle3 were provided but they had their 
fun playinG horoc-nlio~n, h:::weuull, mat'blcs , t::c, hockc:,r and other Glmple 
games. In winter th~y okfa t(!d, uno~·: ballcG and mad~ snou r.1en. 

.. 

They did not ha.vc: ho~~rny ~1t;icl=s and balls like the oncn v;e now hnve. 
~"They cut ~th~ir hockey sl;i.clc:; from ·t11 ccz in· the hearby ;1oods. · Ecich· a't1ck:, ·" 

of course, had to hnvc a lcnot ut~ one end . 'l'ho hockey ball \·mo whittled 
fro~ii \'JOod • 

Mr. Allnutt recalled that one hocl<:ey (~ame they played brour;ht them 
a wcelc's vacation \'lhen 11<:: hit at thl~ ball, :nJ.::;oecl lt but hit the teacher 
in the mouth. 

•reachcrn puni~;hccl thr. child rcn aB they oaw fit . 'l'herc \1ere no lu~Hl 
aqains t corrJor.::il punlnh1i1c11t. If a child uas pun1nhed u t ochool there 
waD a real possibility that he \·1ou ld be punished ngain at home for the 
same offcnuc . 

The usual punishment \'iO.S a wh1pp1n~ with a switch the boys were :::ent 
to cut fro~ the woodo---oftcn to be uacd on thcm3clvcs. Sometimes they 
cut noi;chcn under tli0. bar·:{ ~o ttJey could not be seen: or couroe, the 
frnitch would fly into pieces \/hen it :.·:ao put into use . 

I"" Mr . J\llnutt, himself,. e;ot· ·~ whippine; ~h.::it he \'/ell rcmc1:1hers. lie was 
a very a(.5ilc younLJ~ t : 1• and could put one foot heh incl hia ear. One day 
\'/hen he \'Ian entcrtolni11,:s i;hc chlldren by o1:>play1n~ thin sl{ill, one er 
tile boyt; pushed him 0114,; a!' · the scat nnd into the aisle. The tc~cher, \':ho 
hadn ' t bc<!n c.t\.,•are of bis. anu.c~~ unt1 ·1 then, lJ!ls at once alcl't;ed to tho~ 
situation and "the rod'~ ~iai; ~pplicd ratheI' intensely. 
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Seneca Stone School 

M: 17/56 

("" . SEllECI\ SCIJOOLHOU~·.:., (Cont 1d.) Pege 3 

I • 

Mr . /\llnutt c;oulu 1.ot I'c1110mbc1• the exact length o.1.' the cchool 
term . He did rc11H.11bPr, h0\:cvc1·, t.hat the boyr; who \.:ere old cnou~h to 
work on tr,e far111c attended oci1ool during the \dnt~r mc:.1ths but llad to 
stay ho:n1.:. to \:ol':<: in the :.;pr.;.n0 und fall . 

The bo~ s and i:i:cls \iho attended ochool \lith him wer~ from lo~&l 
fa:nillca e.>..ccp\.: dUr-in~ l-he ~·1lntcr 111ontlls 1·rbcn the C&J C~nal \.a.s r1 ozen 
over. The boet~ could not r1ovc ~rn the childre n who lived on th~ boato 
enrolled in the little ~tone schoolhouoe . Ti11s enroll.ncnt was most 
\·1elcomc a:1d much 11-.!C~~d bccau~e one of the l'l~quiremen~s for iceeplng the 
ochocl open \':as an :: vcra~~ at t.cndanc(;! of 25 tJUplls. 

When the ice ttlaued tl1c boats moved on up and down the cannl busily 
transporting tncj r \·:a1·~::; \'.bich consi:ltcd of coal, whE:-at, fJ our, building 
mat~r1als, etc. Tb~f::C coillmoJit1es 1 ~r·e brought to Violet's and Hiley 1 s 
Loc\:e. ':!agons d1·c.m uy horr.,-?a, most of tucn1 Glx-borse teams_, transported 

.. these ::;upplies to nnd frori the canal boats . 

Mr. Allutt remobcrcd thd haru~s or uevcral of the ~tuJents who att~nd­
ed the little ztonc ~choolLousc: \-Jith hi111 . H~ c;ould not racall the names 
or the children ft·o . .i tl:c can~Ji_,v.oat~ but '..: ·' :;~ ·.:i ?' .. .,;__:. '.: •• : · 
·.: some: 01' the local rrcudcn"t;::'; ~- Ro bcrt, Joseph, Frederick, Charles, Lawrence, 

. Bel)On}: . F.i1c:! Sadie: .A~lnu t t; Ho uc'r.t >. '11hoµ1as,,,: Jooept}.~ )Ia1~rY., 13esf;>ie .. gn.d, .~.Qll~s~ .... :. 
~D'1rby; 'Elme:t; , .~i:t llL"Jfll ;:'nu S r.•.iue: i Jl<)l'SP~!l'gC!l'; Jcro~1lC ·and /\U cc r·:nric Offutt; 

, i·lc::im1:c and Charleo Cro~;f} ; Gcol.\";e, Harry_, !·loz.·r·:i.::; and Ern-::::; t \'Jill:.rd; · Ed1 th 
Croes. · · ··· · · · · · 

· I n the Juno 30, lUGB ~Late n~port 23 pupilc were 
Seneca Schoel, with Alice r.a1·b~1 and Annie Crls\;~11 as 
different ter::'ls. t·lr- . l\llnutt '::1 first teaclrnr ~ms ~-1r. 
tc:.:chcr:: h c :re1nc:nl.fol'!.i \:0r'-: :·i~i.;~ro . 0len1 SaundLr~ , Jc~ 

.. Darby,· Dr'. ·u;Jton l!ovr~ic ... auci Dr . Tno .. iao r:elicy . . . 

in ott~njuricc at 
tcocherc in 
I:rrn:: ct D3 t' by • Oti!e r 
Dysop , Tllo::m;::; .D. . .. . . 

At that time tcachcro had no special tr2ining. Any pcroon uho was 
intercst <.;a a~1d · .. :ar. r.wccptabl~ to the !)<:l.l'E>ntc ~ms hired for $300 a yca1•-­
to be paid at thl.! N!te Of $'"(~ quartc.•l'ly. 

'n'e do not have tl•c c.>:ac t closin~ da to of this schoolhouse but CJccol.'d-
1ng to c. t1<:1y 28, ir ... ).J rcoorcl the :.:u.:1 of $150 iil'.:S spent f'or repairu and 
~Go f'or ne\: n.:rni t.ta·2 . on· Jarn..:a1~:,· 15, 1900 Seneca :-iillc School on Seneca-­
Darncnto\:n Road ~:az Ot-Jl:ncc.1. Thie school prol.;auly replaced th~ little stone 
ochooll~oucc • 

. ,... Hi:-;1.or·ic :cc1J~y 1Jir.:-1rict; 1 J1~c . • is very interested in the 
prese~~atJ.e;n 01 t-1.:!.~ .. 1~nc u1tlquc · t;\.l..1...t.u~i)z \·;hlch ls a valuut>lc p::irt or the 
hcrituee 01 cur u:·ca. rt i~ · nc•.1 includod in ScnccD. State PC!rk. of I.rd . 

A youth 1£!'0UP frot.1 St. Peter 1 a £1;> .locopnl Church, Poolcnvillc, and 
~their leader ~-1ot·!<t~ll ":ith tile iark ,•ant_·c>: to cloun-up the building. Money 

from tn. !..,,::.:.rn ut.mct: ~pot'1:;oi·c;<l' by t.10 . o1.C:.>"Ji2..~ <: At:cc Citizc:.ti:.1 '.11 J~c:;,oc. 
r1.i 11 hn. . u::.ed tu !Jc.l.iJ r.n·.;_.::1·'Jl-! the uuildlnr. Ln:til r'::al n.nc.l full restorntio11 
c<.ln be aor.....:. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M:l7-5fi 

MAGI # 1603774502 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Seneca Schoolhouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

River Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Seneca Creek State Park 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

~PUBLIC 
_PRIVATE 

_VICINITY OF 

STATUS 
_OCCUPIED 

.Ku NOC CU Pl ED 

_DISTRICT 

KBu1LDING1s1 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTt ~ 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

1•1aryland Department of Natural Resources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Taylor Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Montgomery County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

Im REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Mqptgqmery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

X_PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE I zip code 
l'1aryland 214 01 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

5048 
362 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

-XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Seneca Schoolhouse, located on the south side of River Road, a 
few hundred yards from the highway and approximately 1200 yards 
west of the intersection of River Road and the small dirt road access 
to the Quarry Master's Houser is a small, one-story, gable-roofed 
building constructed of red Seneca sandstone. Appended to the center 
of the east end is a gable-roofed vestibule, nearly square in plan, but 
lower in height, which houses the doorway and main entrance to the 
building. 

The north and south facades of the principal section are two bays wide, 
each consisting of two elongated windows which are positioned at equal 
intervals below the eaves. All windows are presently boarded up, but 
consist of 6/6 sash with wide, plain-fasciaed wooden surrounds. There 
are no windows on the west gable end. The small vestibule windows, one 
each on the south and north sides, are characterized by surrounds 
similar to the larger windows' wooden lintels and sills. 

Though the exterior walls are constructed of rubble sandstone, the 
corners of both the main block and the vestibule feature quoining, 
formed by the short and long alternation of irregularly shaped, un­
finished sandstone blocks. A simple boxed cornice consisting of a 
flat wooden frieze encircles the main section of the building. The 
entire exterior surface area was once covered with a coating of white­
wash which has subsequently weathered away. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ~RCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 ~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 ~GRICULTURI;: _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE ~EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 1700-1799 ~RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_X1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATEf 8 6 8 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

The Seneca Schoolhouse is the prototypical one-room schoolhouse inter­
preted appropriately in the local building material of Seneca sand­
stone. It was built in 1868 by the workers of the nearby sandstone 
quarry to educate their children. This was a prosperous period fol 
the quarry; the adjacent canal traffic was at its peak around 1C71. 
Members of the community contributed to the effort via subscriptions 
which funded the construction. 

In 1876 the Maryland State Board of Education reported that there 
were 62 frame schoolhouses, one brick schoolhouse, and one stone 
schoolhouse statewide. The stone schoolhouse referred to was the 
Seneca Schoolhouse, its rarity and regional significance apparent 
even then.2 Now it stands as one of the rare survivals of its type, 
one of two one-room schoolhouses in all of Montgomery County.3 

Longtime local residents such as the Allnutts, Offutts and Darbys 
who populated the nearby stone manor houses and frame farmhouses 
attended and taught at the school. Attached is an interview with 
Lewis Allnutt: of Cloverdale (MHI # ) , which contain his recol-
lections of a one-room schoolhouse education at Seneca school. 

lcutchin, Janine B.: The Quarry Master's House, Seneca, Maryland, 
student paper, University of Maryland, p. 16, Spring 1978. 

2sween, Jane: "Dawsonville/Seneca", Vertical File, Montgomery County 
Historical Society, Rockville. 

3Alexander, Jean: "Seneca Schoolhouse", Montgomery County Sentinel, 
10/27/76. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Ellen Coxe, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Aaryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

:·larch 1979 
TELEPHONE 

269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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I SENECA SCHOOLHOUSE 

' 
A Treasure That Should Be Preserved 

!;~ , 
-~bout. four· miles from Poolesville on River Road ~ear its intersection 

h ?~rtncrship Rond - and about one half mile west of 
:;ic1.cca~ stancis an old stone school nouse. It \'1as built in 1863 of sand-
3 tone from a quarry near the banks of the r - ~ C&O Cana 1. 
_,, ~·- -·~ ~;-,;;,•It' was built by Seneca i'1111s, a business then owned by Upton 
)arby. 

According to records of accounts kept by Upton Darby in his mill 
)OO'ks for Seneca School the cost of labor and materials Ts almost unbeliev-
1ble. It was insured on December 15, 1883 for $400. 

One of the students who, at the age of six, entered this school was 
fr. Lewis Allnutt who was born at Rockland, the p1·esent ho;ne of Mr. &. Mrs. 
James Mann, on January 2, 1875. 

In an interview with Mr. Allnutt a few weeks after his ninety-nineth 
Jirthday he was able to recall many interesting facts and an~cdotes which 
;ive us real insight into the physical set-up of the interior of the build­
lng, the school grounds, its recreation facilities, student personnel and 
~eachers. 

'i'he building was of unpainted stone with an entrance or vestibule 
1here the. children hung their wraps and i<:ept their 1 unch buckets. Tnelr 
;raps were hung on wooden pegs under the lunch bucket shelves. 

'he building \..;as heated by a pot-ti0llied stove ~1hich stooc ;-;ear the 
:enter of the cl2ssroom. The coal tha.t 1-;as burned in the stove v:as 
)rought _on the C&O Canal and hauled to school in horGe-dravm .,.;agons. 
~ere were no custodians to run this heating 3ystem, so the work of 
)ringing in the coal and carrying out the ashes was done by the larger 
>oys and the teacher ~ho were also responsible for all other cleaning 
luties. 

There was no water on the school premises. There was a spring in 
;he woods behind the schoolhouse where the children took turns going for 
;ater. (That spring is still there and producing water.) The bucket of 
;ater 'n'as kept on a shelf built across one corner of the vestibule. The 
:hildren drank from "a" dipper that .. as kept in the bucket. 

The desks in the schoolroom seated two children. Boys sat with boys 
ind girls sat with girls. 

At the front of the classroom was a long bench where the children 
1ent to "have their lessons heard". 

A blackboard extended across the front wall of the room. 

On a raised platform stood the teacher's cesk with a top that could 
~ raised up. A brass hand-be11- was kept on the teacher's desk and was 
1sed to "take in school". 

f 
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same A SCJiOOI.1-lOUSE (Cont'd.) Pa_;e 2 

Woe to the boy or 5irl ·~;ho r11i3bchavcd in cJass! The dunce stool 
the front of the room was a most embarrassing piece of furniture. 

On the outside of the building -,-;ere bvo privieo and a coal house. 

There were no free ·s::hool supplies at that time. Books and all 
otlier rnate1··ials used by the children \·1cre pnid for by their parents. 
They used slates and slate pencils. 

When Mr. Allnutt was asked hhnt he studied at school he chuckled and 
said, "Mostly devilment I guess". Ho~evcr, he added that the school 
~ro;;;rs.m consisted of reading, \'iriting, spelling, arithmetic, hist_ory, 
geosraphy and speaking. 

The students were not passed from grade to grade as they are ~ow. 
Sa ch child was required to c oinplete one t-oo!c be for-= going to the ne:xt. 

Reports were graded by numbers from 0 to 100. 

There were no li~hts in t~e school. Sc~ool ~as dismissed at 4 o'clock 
and everybody went home so lights were not needed. 

Every Friday afternoon the children gave speeches and had spelling 
bees. 

No expensive recreation facilities were provided but they had their 
fun playing horse-shoes, baseball, marbles, tag, hockey and other simple 

ime s. In winter they skated, sno~·• bo 11 eci c.ind 1nade sno·.-1 mS>n. 

T'ney did not have hoc~ey sticks and balls like the ones \·;e now have. 
They cti't their hockey sticks from trees in the nearby -.. ioods. Each stick, 
of course, had to have a knot at one end. The hockey ball was whittled 
fro1n wood. 

Mr. Allnutt recalled that'one hockey game they played brought them 
a week's vacation when he hit at the ball, missed it but hit the teacher 
in the mouth. 

Teachers punished the children as they saw fit. There •,1ere no laws 
aqainst corporal punishment. If a child was punished at school there 
was a real possibility that he would be punished again at home for the 
same offense. 

The usual punishment was a whipping with a switch the boys were sent 
to cut -from the .woods---often to be used on themselves. Sometimes they 
cut notches under the bark so they could not be seen. Of course, the 
switch would fly into pieces when it was put into use. 

Mr. Allnutt, himself, got a whipping that he well remembers. He was 
a very agile youngster and could put one foot behind his ear. One day 
when he was entertaining the children by displaying this skill, one of 
the boys pushed him out of the seat and into the aisle. The teacher, who 
hadn't been aware of his antics until then, was at once alerted to the 

ituation and "the rod" was applied rather intensely. 
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l SEt~~CA SCliOOLHOU;.:" (Cont'd.) Page 3 

/ ;.:r. Allnutt coulJ not remembsr the C/.act length or the school 
·-- .n. He did re .1c:nbcr, h0\·1cvcr, that the boyG \·;ho were old enouc;h 
~r~ on the far1s attended school during the ~inter mc~ths but had 

home to ;.;ork in the spring and fall. 

to 
to 

N :11-5£ 

The boys and girls \·:ho attended school >Jith him 'l1ere from local 
f2:nilies except during the \~inter 1r.onths \.;hen the C&v Canal v:as frozen 
o\.·er. The boats could not move so the r,hildren who lived on the boats 
enrolled in the little stone schoolhouse. This enrollment has most 
~elcome and much needed because one of the require;nents for keeping the 
·school open was an average atlcn~ance of 25 pupils. · 

When the ice thawed the boats moved on up and down the canal busily 
transporting their wares which consisted of coal, ~heat, flour, building 
..-;atcrials, etc. Thc~e co;nmodities v1ere lirougbt to Violet's arid Riley's 
Locks. '1!2gons drawn by horses, most of ti1eil1 six-horse tE:ams, trar,sported 
these supplies to and from the canal boats. 

i1r. Allutt remebered the names of several of the stuJents v1ho att.:rid­
ed the 11 t tle stone sc!1oolhousc with riini. He could not rec a 11 the r.ames 
of' the children from the cana_Ji \.~oats tut .:. :..: :.. _;. '_:-i ?·---.:::::. '._:. 

· some of' the local students :{ttzoberl, Joseph, Frederick, Charles, Law re nee 1 

Benoni and Sadie Allnutt; Robe1·t, Thomas, Joseph, Harry, Bessie and Louise 
Darby; Elmer, William and Samuel Hersperger; Jero~11e and Alice i'loric Offutt; 
Ma.-nie and Charles Cross; George, Harry, iforr:J..5 and Ernest Willard; Edith 
Cross. 

In the Ju~e 30, lOGS Slate Report 23 pupils were in ntlendance at 
Scnec~ Sc!Jool, with A::i.~ce Ilarby and Annie Crishell as tedchcrc in 
different ter~s. ~r. Allnutt's first tcach~r ~as Mr. Ernest Darby. Other 
teachers be remc:nbcrs \'ll:rl: ;·iessrs. Clem Saundl:rs, Joe Dyson, Tiiomas D. 
Darby, Dr. Upton Nourne and Dr. Thomas Kelley. 

At that time teachers had no special training. Any person who was 
interested and was acceptable to the parents was hired for $300 a year-­
to be paid at the rate of $75 quarterly. 

~e do not have the exact closing date of this schoolhouse but accord­
ing to a May 28, 189G. record the su:i of' $150 -..-as spent for repairr. and 
$60 for new furniture. On January 15, 1900 Seneca Mills School on Seneca-­
Darnestown Road ...... as opened. This school probably replaced the little stone 
schoolhouse. 

'I:, Jh~tortc J-:~edJ,ey Distri~t, Jn~. is very interested in the 
preservation ·-of ·~ni~(:n-o-s-'t unique \;\..ii.iuing vihich is a valuable part of the 
heritage of our area. It is now included in Seneca State Park, of ~d. 

A youth group from St. Peter's rp_iscopal Church, Poolesville, and 
their leader worked with the )ark i'angcr to _clean-up the building. :1q!!eY 
f'rom ~a.~ barn dance sponsored by the :r'oo.le.sville A"tea:,8itizefls. 1,.,1Asti-oc. 
J"Vill ·be·. used to help prc~serve the buildine until r8al and full restoration 
can be done. 

·-v 
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MARYLAND HISTORIC.t\L T!~UST 1-:0RKSHEt::T 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

HISTORIC PLACES, 

NAME 
C0"'4MON: 

ANO/QR HISTORIC: 

School House at Seneca 

NATIONJl..L PARKS SERVICF. 

---· ·-------

f3.:_~.£A T~ON 

13. 

STREET ANC" NUMBER: 

River Road, East of Seneca Creek 
CITY oq TOWN: 

. Poolesville 
STATE 

I jcouNTv, Montgomery I Maryland 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS I ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) --t TO :.Hs~ PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building Q: Public Public Acquisition: ·O Occupied 

I 0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Process II Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress i1 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government Ii:. Pork 

0 Corimercio! 0 lndustri ol 0 Private Residence 

0 Ed1..1cotiono! 0 Military 0 Religious 

j~ Entertainment 0 Musel.:m 0 Scientific 

Mar land State Department of Forests 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

0 Transportation 0 Commenu 

0 Other (Specify) 

& Parks (Seneca State 

l 

PaJ) 
V') CITV OR TO>"INo I"". I _ Ann_a_EC?l~~- ___ ----·---------------'-' __ M_a_n_..J.,_' ~_1 _a_n_d ______ ~------~ 

l 5. LOCATION OF. LEGAL DESCRf?TiON .,y 

'"'l~~~:;~~:·;; '~0::::0,c~~~thouse ' · 1 
!STREET A.NO NUMBER: 

I 
Cl TY CR TOWN: I STATE 

I Rockville Maryland 
Title Reference of Current Ds;~d (Book 

6. REf;RESEN1:-AT!ON fN EX!STiNGSURVEYS 
& _Pg. #} 

' --
---

TITLE OF SJRVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-Co~nty Reg_ion 
DATE OF SUR.VEY: 1969 0 Federal 0 State t::< Cownty [] Loco I 

DE.f'05iTORY FOR SURVEY R£C.ORDS: 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Corr.mission ,_____ - -
iSTMEEl A.""ln N'.J.>ASt-~R: 
I 
I 

C737 Gco:cc~ia i _?:1ve:1ue 
c:o1 GR TOW•'-i: 

I Silver Spring 
rTATEo Maryla_n_a __ _ 
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l7. DESCRlPl!ON ----------~------·--·--~ 

'--- (Ch~cl-: One) ·----· j 
I -----i=. 0 Ex~e:llenl 0 Goe<! ::;J Fair Cl ().,1 .. r;o,,;l~d 0 Ruins CJ u~expoud 
I '"-'"'L''T!O~ · ~ (Check One) ----- ,--- (C/Jeck One) 

) EJ Altered 0 Unaltered I 0 Moved fl Original Site 

.-RESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The building is a one story stone structure, with an 

~nd gable main (east) facade. There is a small stone 

.ntrance porch with windows on either side wall. Along 

either flank are three large windows. The boxed cornice 

is returned into the gable ends of both the main block 

and the porch. 
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:z 
0 

:z 

LU 

w 

(e. SlGN!ftCANCE 

PERIOD (Ch<>ck On• o,. /.!ore ea Appropriate) 

- 0 Pre-Coh,;rr:bion 0 16th Century 

0 15th c~,,t;.;ry 0 17th Century 

.SPECIFIC OATE{Sl (It ,\pp/Jcabl e and Known) c . 185G 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or !lfore •11 Appropriate) 

Abor i;inol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 lndust•y 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Archit•cture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STAT EM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

'---·---

---, 
-----·--\ 

CJ 181h c .. ntury 0 20th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

itarion 

0 Theater 

LJ Trans portotion 
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~AJOR 818i...!OGRAPHl-CAL REFERENCES -- ---- -] 

[to. GEOGRAPHIC.AL OAT A ·-LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINJt,..TES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

I DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN_ TEN ACRES -
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITU,...E LONGITUDE I 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.nds ()egrees .. l,jinutes Seconds I NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 

I 0 
.. . 0 . SE . 

SW 9 . . 0 . I 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
I 

i 

ILIST ALL STATES ... ND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNT'!: 

STATE: COUNTY; 

rn. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens. Park Historian 
OR GANI ZATICN 

ID.I.TE 

M-NCPPC 4 Dec 73 
STREET A.ND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STA TE 

Silver Snrina Marv land 
pJ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onli') 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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The local sandstone was also used to 
build Seneca School on River Road. 
ln addition to the neighborhood 

Jungsters, the sons and daughters of 
.ne C &: 0 Canal employees attended 
!>Choo! at Seneca. Lock keepers and 

. ·-._._..._ - --

M: 17-56 
Seneca Stone School 

The building materials most often 
used in nineteenth-century Mont­
gomery County were those that were 
closest to the site. Thomas Sulin an 
of Great Falls easily obtained Seneca 
sandstone, and he built hi~ house 
with the same.material that was used 
to build the original SmHhsonian 
castle in \\'ashinglOn. In thi-. picture, 
dated August 28, 1895. are, from left 
to right: Edgar R. Perry; Bertha L. 
Perq, the couple's one-monrh-old 
son, Ralph L. Perry; Cora Pen~ 
(Ball); Thomas Sulli'"an; ;\tarian 
Hester Perry Sullt\"an. Thomas's 
wife; Susan Ball; and Lizzie Sullivan. 
Counesy of Barbara Dangler 

,,..:. . . - :. 

barge operators needed their chil­
dren's help most of the year. But 
winter's ice dosed canal operations 
and freed the children LO attend 
school. 

In 1981, through the effons of 

Mary Anne Kephart and other mem­
bers of Historic Medley District, the 
crumbling schoolhouse was rescued 
from abandonment and restored as a 
school museum. Courtesy of Helen 
Riley Bodmer and Ray Riley 
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Peerless Rockville 

"P · · rd reservauonist" was a wo prac-
tically unknown in Montgomery 
County until 1976 when the nation's 
bicentennial celebrations awakened a 
~nse of patriotism and pride in the 
past. Communities established his­
torical societies to research loca1 
history and preserve significant 
aspects of the neighborhood architec­
ture. Then, preservationists multi­
plied, delighted with the special 
something that made their towns 
unique. 

County Executive Charles Gil· 
chri'\t and the Montgomery County 
Council appointed a preservation 
commission and approved a masLer­
plan and ordinance for historic 
preservation in Montgomery County. 
Capitol View Park became the first 
historic district to apply for and be 
granted a place on the masterplan. 

Historic Medley District in Pooles­
ville restored Lhe mid-nineteenth 
century Seneca Sandstone School· 
house with grants from public 
agencies. Shown is the ceremony 
rt>dedicating the schoolhouse as a 
school museum. Steve Tregoning 
and his Poolesville High School 
band performed for visitors. who 
w<'re also attracted to the ancient 
school bus in the background. 

At the present time, Seneca School· 
house is booked solid with classes of 
Montgomery County schoolchildren 
t>ager to experience the way it used to 
be. Photograph by Margaret 
Marshall Coleman 
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