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Basil Eailey Eouse 
Fcolesville vicinity, Jc~esville community 
Fria:ate 

l'.:99 

~his two story frame house was built near the turn cf 
the 19th century as the home of a nlack landowning family. 
3asil .Bailey was born during slavery and this larger fra..-r.e 
~ouse with two rooms down and two up and its decorative 
features represent the upward mobility of this family and 
that of other Elack families who lived in si~ilar r~ouses. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi :fr 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Basil Bailey House 

AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Cattail Rd. 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Poolesville x.,_ VICINITY OF 8 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_BUILDING(SI ~PRIVATE ,XUNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

XSTRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL .x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED __ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

No _NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. and Mrs. M. V. Owens Telephone # : 972-8657 
~~~~~--~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~-

STREET & NUMBER 

cattail Rd. 
CITY. TOWN STATE ' zip code 

Poolesville - VICINITY OF Maryland 20837 
llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 4302 (Property Y~p: 

COURTHOUSE Folio #: 14 CT 53, p. 703) 
REG1sTRY oF DEEDS.ETC Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Flockville Maryland 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

M-NCPPC 
DATE 

1976 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS l -
CITY. TOWN 

Silver Spring 

-FEDERAL _STATE x--COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

~ETERIORATED 
_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

kLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X.oRIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story frame house stands on the west side of 
Cattail Road, and faces east towards the road. In front is 
a small yard with some large shrubbery -- perhaps dating from 
the early 20th century when the house was first occupied. To 
the north of the house is a narrow dirt lane that leads back to 
the former residence of Perry Davis, one of the Black families of 
Jonesville. Directly behind the house is a mobile home, in 
which the owner of the property, Mrs. M.V. Owens, and her mother, 
Mrs. Betty Genus (wife of Horace Genus of Jonesville) live. 

The house itself has three bay facade, with a door 
centrally located, flanked by one window on either side. Above 
those windows are matching ones. The cornices are boxed, and 
there are rather long returns at each gable corner. The roof 
line is accented by a cross gable pediment. The balloon frame 
was originally sheathed with weatherboards, but today these are 
covered with asbestos shi~g±es. 

HorThe house was locked;';' Since it is not occupied, the interior 
was~investigated. Presumably it had two rooms down and two up, 
like the other houses in Jerusalem/Jonesville of similar design. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __ SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL,HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

L 1800- 1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT .)(OTHER I SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

/4 I STOlf'JI , 
SPECIFIC DATES 1899-1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to oral informants, this house was the home of 
Basil Bailey and his family near the turn of the 19th century. 
These informants were Betty Genus, born in 1887, and Ora Lyles, 
born in the 1890 1 s. Research of the deeds has not been completed 
at this stage to verify this oral account , but based on previous 
experience with these informants from the community, the~r 
account should be accurate. For further details, refer to 
the Horace Genus site in Jonesville. 

ADo~~o~m: ~ccording to deed, T.D. 14/16, this property was purchased 
by 3asil Bailey from Eillery and Hattie Hebron in 1899. ~t was 
at t~is ti~e that the house was probably built since its archi­
tect~ral style is of that period, and oral tradition ~aintains 
that it was tuilt by ~asil 5ailey • 

.r~ccording to 19CC C" • .:3. census of : .. :ontgomery county, .::asil .2ailey 
was born in 125~ and in 1900 was e~ployed as a farm laborer. No wife 
was li~ted. His children were given as the following: Lillian B., 
born lt7J; Claudette, born 122J; ~ora ~;., bor~ 1225: and ~arl ~., 
born 1292.THe census gives 5ailey's birthpalce as Vir~i~ia. His 
children were born in ~aryland. -
.i.nterviews wit!!: 

~ary Virginia Owens and 3etty ~enus, Jonesville community, 
Gctober, 1972, by 3eorge ~c~aniel. 

S L-::.::nif ica!'lce: 
Since 3ailey was born 

slave. This house woulj 
GVer. had he been a free 
highly unlikely that he 

in 1258, he ~ight well have been born a 
then'111'a testament to his up.vard mobili tv. 

3lack during the antebellum era, it is v 

would have lived in a house of this size. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



M.11-i-1 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land Fecords, ~ontgomery County courthouse, Rockville, ~d. 
Oral interviews (not taped) with 5etty 3enus and ~ary V. Cwens, Jo~esville 

co"'lrr:uni ty, Cctober, 1972, by '.}eorge ;:cJaniel 
r· :-- ·'""'onc:uc: 1 "00 !~Or ·:·'"''°'t::r("l,...,orv '""''"' 1 '"lt'T ::ary·l anrJ. £,/.).~LI JP· /2.. )!, '._;1)•v.._,,.i.._...._.., _._/I .. _.1.u,, .. ..=.:....,._1.,.._,..._..;vv\A..1.-·vt•- ............ 'J 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Gear~ w McDaniel, SuPVeyop Wesiey Stubbs, Research Assistant 
DATE 

Oct. 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Histori_ Trust SUGARLOAF R::::G:Of\i.Ll.L T?.A:i__:; 
, · 21 State circle Box 87, Stro;1g1:0::J 

~~~l.and 21401 Dickerson, :\1c1. 2J7:.:;3 
(301) 9261,::: ~CJ 

PS· 1108 
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