
~.:ont. 2-7-E-J c. 1911 
~o~ace and Eetty ~enus ~ouse 
Foolesville vicinity, Conesville community 
Frivate 

'.:his two story frame house has a facade of theee bays, 
arranged with bilateral sym8et~~. :ts depth is o~e t~y. There 
are two rooms down and two up. A cross gable pedi~ent accents 
the roof line. ':..'his design is in keeping the style popular 
to the era. I~ wa: ~he~ome of a ~lack landowning fa~ily. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
rn or17: 11 ~J -.J 
Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Horace and Betty Genus House (Site) 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East side of Jonesville Rd. 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Poolesville Xv1c1N1TY OF 8 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Montgomery 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_BUILDING(SI x_PRIVATE x_uNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

~STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS )(_YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

No _NO _MILITARY x_OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY Abandoned 
NAME 

H. Genus, Jr. Telephone #: .Jo;-,; 7</-/o o o ---------~--------
STREET & NUMBER 

JoN £,CV /LL,£ g_p 
CITY. TOWN 

f,u?cE CV/.:'.- t.-E _){_VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Rockyille 

STATE I Zlp code 
/>7.D. 

Liber #: 2l8 (Proeerty Map 
Folio #: 170 CT 3, P• 717) 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

STATE 

Maryland 

TITLE 

M-NCPPC 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 
M-NCPPC 

Sj 1 ver Spring 

_FEDERAL _STATE )€-COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

'DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

--.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This fine two story house stands on the east side of the 
old Jonesville Rd. The house is now abandoned and the site is 
grown in trees, vines, and briars so a thorough investigation 
of the site was not possible. Further details may be gained 
from ~ral interviews with Betty Genus, now 92 years old, who 
had this house built soon after her marriage to Horace Genus, 
the owner of the property at that time. Those details will be 
added to this survey. 

Thougp the yard is overgrown today, there remains large 
Yucca plants, fruit trees, and other shrubs that indicate 
that the yard was planted with flowering plants and trees and 
would have been a lovely home place during its occupancy by 
the Genus family. The facade has the typical three bays in 
length, and one bay in depth. The front door was sheltered 
by a small shed porch with banisters between the posts. The 
frame was originally covered with weatherboards, but was covered 
more recently by tarpaper siding, known locally as "felt" siding. 
The interior contained two room~ down and two up. Probably 
there was a central stairway dividing the two rooms, as was 
typical. Along each gable end, stove flues ascended. The 
cornices were boxed, and there was a cross gable pediment. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

~900-

___ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

___ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

___AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

-ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHI LOSO PHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_&THEA !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION Black history 

SPECIFIC DATES cf I fl/ BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This was once the lovely home of a Black landowning family, 
one with a rich history 1 especially an oral history provided 
by Betty Genus. It is intended that she be interviewed and 
notes from that interview will be added to this survey. 

The property was purchased by James F. Davis and Mary Davis 
in 1893 from James Hardy (of as yet unknown identity). There 
was no "being clause" in the deed, and no James Hardy was listed 
in the grantee index so research halted, to be resumed later, 
if possible. (deed JA 40/262 ). In 1911, Horace J. Genus acquired 
the property from his mother Mary (Davis) Genus (deed 218/170) 
and had this house built soon thereafter according to his wife, 
Betty Genus. 

Her parents were from Point of Rocks. (Betty Genus's) 
As part of this survey, the photographs of Horace Uenu~·wer~ 

were copied, and Betty Genus was photographed too. 
This house stands just off from the front of the home of 

Mary Davis, a small one room down, one room up frame house. Since 
Horace Genus was raised in that house, and this one is the second 
generation house for the Genus family and the Jonesville community. 

Note: the negatives of the photographs of this house were 
given to a student from Montgomery College for printing, and he 
has not returned them nor the prints. He cannot be reached. The 
only photographs available are the smaller J x 5's which are in­
cluded. The house has since been demolished. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

land records, ~ontgomery County courthouse, ~ockville, ~aryla~d. 
U.S. Census, 1900, for ~ontgomery County, ~aryland, 6.:. 52, p. llE. 
Cral interviews with Eetty 3enus and ~:ary v. Cwe~s, Jonesville cox~un~ty, 

Cctober, l 97E, by 3eorge ;.:cJanie 1. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

l!iJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

__ ___.,Geu;;;.Joa....,,,.l.'1!2!!.'e;;__;W.....___.,,M ..... c""'n...,al,,j,.n.1..1:1...,.er..l~,..----.s~1"4.t~r-¥-v .... e"""v~o"""r"---~w~e~s ... l~e-!tv_..,sHot"uHbo1-1QcMB1t-r ..... R~ sea re h A s_s is tan t 
ORGANIZATfdN IT" i1 J DA'f{ 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

Oct l978 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
Bex 87. Sc:·c c: 

Dickersc.n. :.;~:. c'..,. ~.J 

(3Jl) 926 4::;1:) 

PS· 1108 
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