sont, 17-£-3 c. 1311
Horace and Eetty Zenus House
Foolesville wvicinity, cJonesville community
Frivate

This two story frame house has a facade of theee bays,
arranged with tilateral symmz%tr;, Its depth is one bay. Thers
are two rooms down and two up. a cross gable pediment accents
the roof line, “his desizn is in keeping the style popular
to the era, Iv waz itnehome of a Zlack landowning fanily.,
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——EXCELLENT KDETERIORATED —UNALTERED _-ORIGINAL SITE
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—_—FAIR _—UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This fine two story house stands on the east side of the
0ld Jonesville Rd. The house is now abandoned and the site is
grown in trees, vines, and briars so a thorough investigation
of the site was not possible., Further details may be gained
from oral interviews with Betty Genus, now 92 years old, who
had this house built soon after her marriage to Horace Genus,
the owner of the property at that time. Those details will be
added to this survey.

Though the yard is overgrown today, there remains large
Yucca plants, fruit trees, and other shrubs that indicate
that the yvard was planted with flowering plants and trees and
would have been a lovely home place during its occupancy by
the Genus family. The facade has the typical three bays in
length, and one bay in depth. The front door was sheltered
by a small shed porch with banisters between the posts. The
frame was originally covered with weatherboards, but was covered
more recently by tarpaper siding, known locally as '"felt" siding.
The interior contained two rooms down and two up. FProbably
there was a central stairway dividing the two rooms, as was
typical., Along each gable end, stove flues ascended. The
cornices were boxed, and there was a cross gable pediment.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K€} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —_RELIGION

—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW - SCIENCE

—_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 AARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY _—SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART __ENGINEERING __MusIC — THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
.&900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT &)THER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION Black history
SPECIFIC DATES c '1’, BUILDER/ARGHITECT
[

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was once the lovely home of a Black landowning family,
one with a rich history, especially an oral history provided
by Betty Genus. It is 1ntended that she be interviewed and
notes from that interview will be added to this survey.
The property was purchased by James F, Davis and Mary Davis
in 1893 from James Hardy (of as yet unknown identity). There
was no '"being clause" in the deed, and no James Hardy was listed
in the grantee index so research halted, to be resumed later,
if possible.(deed JA 40/262) In 1911, Horace J. Genus acquired
the property from his mother Mary (Davis) Genus (deed 218/170)
and had this house bullt soon thereafter according to his wife,
Betty Genus.
Her parents were from Point of Rocks. (Betty Genus's)
As part of this survey, the photographs of Horace Genus were
were copied, and Betty Genus was photographed too.
This house stands just off from the front of the home of
Mary Davis, a small one room down, one room up frame house. JSince
Horace Genus was raised in that house, and this one is the second
generation house for the Genus family and the Jonesville community.

Note: the negatives of the photographs of this house were
given to a student from Montgomery College for printing, and he
has not returned them nor the prints. He cannot be reached. The
only photographs available are the smaller 3 x 5's which are in-
cluded. The house has since been demolished.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE

COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
—_QOeorge W. McDaniel, Surveyor —_Wesley Stubbs,Regearch Assistant _
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails Qet, 197
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson Marvlangd

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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