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Elmer Jones House 1915-1925
Jonesvllle Community
Private

This two story house with a balanced, three bay facade was
built by its owner, Elmer Jones, the grandscn of one of the
founders of the Black landowning community of Jonesville, The
design of this frame house with its gable roofliine accented
by a cross gable pediment was In keeping with the style popular
to the time and represents the transition from the earlier and
plalner log houses, the type 1n which Elmer Jones was railsed.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (tF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This handsome two story frame house stands on the southwest
side of the present-day Jonesville Road. In early days, 1t stood
on the west slde of the original road. The house 1s larger now due
to several additions over the years, but the original structure can
still be clearly seen and the entire site 1s well maintained by
the current occupants/owners.

The house faces south, It stands a full two stories in
height and has a three bay facade containing a door centrally
located, flanked by a window on either side, creating the
balanced facade so popular to the turn of the century in the rural
communities. The frame was sheathed with weatherboards, which
are painted white. Trim boards accent the corners. The windows
contain double hung sashes with two over two lights. The cornices
are boxed, and their line 1s broken with sharply pitched cross
gable pediment. Through the center of the roof ascends a brick
stove flue.

Additions to the house include a one story section along
the entire facade and a smaller one storv room with & shed roof
along the east gable end. A similar addition was attached to
the northwest corner of the house.

The interlor contained two rooms down and two up. The east
room downstairs was the kiftchen and the other, the living room,
according to Elmer Jones' widow, Hannah Jones. The two rooms
upstairs were bedrooms.

The outbuildings of the house included the hen house and
privy behind the house (north), and hog pen at a further distance.
A smoke house stood in front of the kitchen. There was also
an orchard wlth apple and pear trees, according to Mrs. Jones,
and the famlly used to store the apples and pears in bins of
straw in their cellar.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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of Flmir Jonts ',,"Z,’:f s Elmtr JTents  Lor 3 wife, Noeo E. Hall Jiaes.
iise <7 Tmhnis land has been owned by a member of the Jones family
since 1865. In deed EBP 3/313, Erasmus Jones purchased 9 1/8
acres (of which this one acre 1is a portion, today's parcel
CT 43 P. 635) from Thomas Hall in 1865. 1In 1911, wWilliam P.
Jones acquired it at a tax sale (224/143), and in 1913, Elmer
Jones purchased one acre of that 9 1/8 acres for this house.

The property remains In the possession of his descendants.

According to Hannah Jones, her husband built this house
when he was in his late twenties or early thirtiles. This
was during his first marriage. This would make the construction
of this house to be approximately 1915-1925 since he was born
in 1838. Probably the house was built soon after Jones purchased
the land in tract in 1913 , so 1915 is a good estimate. The
house is representative of the type built by the more prosperous
landowners of that period in Black communitiles throughout the
county and the state.

According to Mrs. Jones, her husband bullt this house
with the help of his father and nephew. Elmer Jones was a
carpenter, stone mason, bricklayer, and cement finisher -- a
jack of all trades. The principel significance of thils house is
that 1t was built by him and is a personal statement of hils
carpentry skills, ecenomic means, and designh concepts.

nElmer Jones was born in 1888, the son of Henry Jones,
and was ralilsed in the double log cabin nearby in Jonesville.
His paternal grandfather was Richard Jones, whose house also
still stands (See the Jones-Hall house). The identity of
Erasmus Jones and his relatlon to this line of Jones 1s not
yet known. Perhaps he was the brother of Richard Jones.
Elmer Jones 1is listed in the 1900 census of Montgomery
County as the son of John Henry Jones and Maria E. Jones.
His father was born in 1853 and mother in 1858. There was
no mention of Erasmus Jones 1in the census nor of Richard
and Rachel Jones. See the attached research notes.
Elmer Jones' second wife was Hannah Tibbs from the Big
wWoods communlity in Montgomery County. See the Blg Woods Sites for
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY more details about the Tibbs

family.
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Elmer Jones House Page 2

(continued)

As part of this survey, the famlly photographs of Elmer

Jones were copiled. They were:

Maria E. Peters Jones, mother of

Elmer Jones, daughter of John Peters, from Martinsburg whose
house has been surveyed. Elmer Jones and hls first wife, Nora
Hall Jones, granddaughter of Levin Hall of Jonesville. She was

raised in the Jones-Hall house,
indeed home to her.

so thils Jonesville community was
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Figure 18. Elmer Jones house, Jonesville. The two story frame section was built between 1915 and 1925 by
Elmer Jones. His descendants continue to live in the house. Jones was a jack-of-all-trades; carpenter, stone
mason, bricklayer. His house is representative of the type built for the more prosperous landowners in the
blac”ommunities throughout the County and State around.the turn of the 20th century. , it
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