Capsule Summary

Jonesville Historic District (Montgomery County #17/8)

North of Poolesville, between Dawsonville and Beallsville,
off Route 28

Poolesville, Maryland

Private - 1870's - 1925

Jonesville's significance is based on its history as an
early black settlement in Montgomery County. Descendants of
some of the original settlers still live in the community,
which was named Jonesville in honor of its founders, Erasmus
Jones and Richard Jones, who presumably were brothers. The
first tract of 9 1/8 acres was purchased in 1866 by Erasmus
Jones and the community is located on part of Aix la Chappelle,
a nearby plantation where Erasmus and Richard Jones may have
worked.

In the late 1800's and early 1900's other black families
settled in the Jonesville community. Many were either
descendants of Erasmus and Richard Jones or had married into
the family. 1Included were the families of Basil Bailey, Mary
Genus, Horace Genus, Thomas Harper, Levin Hall, George Martin,
Henry Noland, and Perry Davis.

Institutions such as churches and schools did not develop
within Jonesville itself, probably because it was less

accessible than the nearby Jerusalem community, located along
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Jerusalem Road and the Beallsville-Poolesville Road. For this
reason the members of the Jonesville community belonged to
churches in Jerusalem, attended school in Jerusalem, and were
probably members of the Loving Charity Society there.
Jonesville's older dwellings are significant because,
although there have been extensive alterations over the years,
they still reflect the transitions in housing of black
landowning families from the period after emancipation through

the 20th century and, indeed, up to the present.
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To: Tne sontgomery County Historic Preservation Commission
From: Lols Snyderman

Suoject: Jonesville Eistoric District (17-3)

Date: April 18, 1985

The historic "boundaries” of Jonesville, as
indicated by .cDaniel in his 3lacx Historical Resources,
are outlined on the enclosec Tax iap by a Jjaggea l1ine., The
lots on which existing historic structures are iocated
have been shadeda-in.

The absence of a significant '"grouping' of
historic buildings maxes it difficult to ceteruine his-
toric aistrict boundaries.
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*7. Description

The small community of Jonesville is situated north of Poolesville,
between Beallsville and Dawsonville, just off of Route 28. It consists of
approximately fifteen dwellings and about an equal number of outbuildings
located primarily on Jonesville Road, Jonesville Terrace and Jonesville
Court, a cul-de-sac off Jonesville Terrace. One of Jonesville’s older
dwellings is located on Cattail Lane and two others are on Cattail Road,
which runs southwest from Route 28 and leads into the community.

The existing buildings in Jonesville are primarily of recent
construction and inciude several mobile homes. Six of the dwellings,
however, date from the late I9th or early 20th century, and three of the
Six are basically unaltered. The early settiement pattern - the cornfields,
pastures and hayfields which existed in the early years of the twentieth
century - (according to George W.McDaniel, in Black Historical Sources in
Upper Western Montgomery County, Maryland, from which most of this
material is taken) are no longer evident, but the area retains its rural
Character.

In 1979, when McDaniel did his survey of Jonesville for Sugarioaf
Regional Trails, he wrote:

"Much of the land is either wooded or in residential lots. Thus its
appearance today does not refiect its history, which extends back for more
than a century. --- (Iin the early 20th century) Jonesville Road continued
from Jerusalem Road to Cattail Road and the land was cleared so that the
community was not an isolated cul-de-sac as it is today. As the map of the
historical community in the first quarter of the 20th century (Map 7,
attached) shows, the houses were surrounded by gardens and outbuildings
and one could see all the way to Cattail Road.” (pages 109, 110, Black
Historical Sources).

The following dwellings (all listed in McDaniel's survey) are of
historical significance. The Bailey House and the Owen's house, on Cattail
Road, and the Mary Genus Davis house on Cattail Lane, are basically
unaitered.

Elmer .Jopes House, 19008 Jonesville Terrace, c.1915-1925. A
two-story, three-bay frame house with a side-gabled roof with a center
peaked gable on the south (main) elevation. The original part of the
structure is covered with German siding. Extensively altered to increase
its size (like most of the older dwellings in Jonesville), a one-story
shed-roofed addition runs the entire width of the south facade and there
are smaller shed-roofed additions on both the north and east elevations.
Several old outbuildings remain, including a hen house, a privy, and a hog
pen.

The property on which the house is located has been owned by the
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Jones family since 1866, when Erasmus Jones purchased a little over 9
acres from Thomas Hall. In 1913 Elmer Jones (the grandson of one of the
founders of Jonesville) purchased one acre of the tract sold to Erasmus
Jones in order to build the existing house, which is still owned by his
descendants. (The current owner is Mr. Jones’ granddaughter).

A carpenter, stone mason, bricklayer and cement finisher by trade,
Elmer Jones erected the house himself, when he was in his late twenties
or early thirties, with the help of his father and nephew. According to
McDaniel, "the house is representative of the type built by the more
prosperous landowners of that period in black communities throughout the
county and the state”.

(The Eimer Jones house is at the end of Jonesville Terrace, on the
south side of the road).

Jones-Hall House, (also known as the Jones-Hall-Sims House), 6
Jonesville Terrace; c.1874. The original part of the house is of log
construction and has two storys, three bays, and a side-gabled roof
covered with tin. A two-story, two-bay, gable-roofed frame wing has
been added at the rear and there is a flat-roofed, one-story addition on
the east elevation. What was formerly a screened-in porch across the
south (main) elevation has been enclosed to create a one-story
shed-roofed addition across the full width of the main facade.

According to McDaniel, the house was probably built by Richard
Jones, one of the founders of the Jonesville community, soon after he
purchased a tract of 9 acres from the estate of Joseph Bruner in 1874. The
9 acres were part of Aix La Chapelle, a plantation which was located not
far from the present-day community of Jonesville. The design and
construction of the original log section of the house is similar to that
found in other black communities in Montgomery County soon after
emancipation, indicating that the Jones- Hall house was probably built at
the time of the purchase of the land in 1874 or shortly thereafter.
Descendants of the Jones and Hall families have owned the property for
over a century.

(The Jones-Hall house is on the northwest corner of the
intersection of Jonesville Court and Jonesville Terrace).

George M. Martin House. 127 Jonesville Court; ¢.1880's. The Martin
house is basically a two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed frame house which
has been considerably enlarged and covered with artificial siding. A
two-story gable-roofed addition on the east elevation gives the structure
an L- shape. There is a one-story, one-bay, shed-roofed addition across
the width of the main (south) elevation and a similar addition at the rear
of the house.

The property was probably purchased from the estate of George
Bruner by George Martin in the late 1870's or 1880’s, since other blacks in
Jonesville were buying property from the Bruner estate at about the same
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time. The house is representative of the type built by the more prosperous
black landowners in the late nineteenth century.

(The Martin House stands at the end of Jonesville Court, on the east
side of the road).

Mary (Genus) Davis House, north side of Cattail Lane, between
Cattail Road and Jonesville Road; ¢.1870-1890. A very simple, small frame
house, one-and-one-haif storys, two-bays-by-one, gable-roofed, with a
shed-roofed screened-in porch across the main (south) elevation.
According to McDaniel, this is one of the oldest of the early black-owned
houses in this part of the County. Its exterior is sheathed with tarpaper
and it has two rooms, one up and one down.

The 1and on which the house sits was purchased by Mary Davis in the
late 1800's. The house was occupied (as of 1979) by one of her descendants
and the property is still owned by her heirs. The Genus family helped to
found the Jonesville community.

Solomon Owens House, 18200 Cattail Road; c.1901. A handsome
two-and-one-half-story, three-bay-by-one, center-entrance frame house
with a side-gabled roof.and a center peaked gable on the east (main)
elevation. The gable-ends and center peaked gable have small windows.
There are chimneys at each end of the roof, which is of seamed tin. The
clapboard siding is unpainted, and the house appears to be unaltered,
except for a small shed-roofed addition to the rear. There are several
outbuildings.

The house was built for the family of Solomon Owens, one of the
black landowners in this area at the turn-of-the-century. The property, a
little over 2 acres, was purchased by Sarah Owens from John Tyler in 1901

Basil Bailey House, west side of Cattail Road between Route 28 and
Cattail Lane, c.1899. A two-story, three-bay-by-one frame house with a
center entrance and a side-gabled roof covered with seamed tin. One gable
end has a small window and the cornices are boxed. The house is covered
with asbestos siding and is vacant. (As of March, 1985, the owner was
occupying a mobile home directly behind the Bailey house).

According to interviews conducted by Mr. McDaniel, this was the
home of Basil Bailey and his family around the turn of the century. The
property was purchased by Mr. Bailey from the Hebron family in 1899 and
the house was probably built about that time, judging by its style. Since
Bailey was born in 1858 he may have been born a slave, in which case this
house would be "a testament to his upward mobility”.

(Both the Bailey and Owens dwellings are on the West side of Cattail
Road, not far from the intersection of Cattail Road and Route 28).
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Jonesvilie's significance is based on its history as an early black
settiement in Montgomery County; descendants of some of the original
settlers still live in the community.

“Unlike the other (black) communities in this survey, Jonesville
received its name from the founding families, Erasmus Jones and Richard
Jones, who presumably were brothers. The first tract of 9 1/8 acres was
purchased in 1866 by Erasmus Jones. The identity of Erasmus and the
location of his house are not remembered. However, the home of Richard
Jones still stands. He purchased nine acres in 1874 from the heirs of
Joseph Bruner, a white farmer, whose residence was shown on the
Martinet and Bond Map of Montgomery County of 1865. (attached). It was
part of Aix la Chappelle, a plantation nearby where Erasmus and Richard
Jones may have worked.

In the late 1800's and early 1900's other black families settled in
the Jonesville community. They were either descendants of Erasmus and
Richard Jones or had married into the family or were simply seeking
available land. These peopie included the families of Basil Bailey, Mary
Genus, Horace Genus, Thomas Harper, Levin Hall, George Martin, Henry
Noland, and Perry Davis. The homes of Noland and Davis are shown on the
Hopkins Atlas map of the Medley District (attached).

Institutions such as churches and schools did not develop within
Jonesville itself, probably because it was less accessible than the nearby
Jerusalem community located along Jerusalem Road and the
Beallsville-Poolesville Road. For this reason the members of the
Jonesville community belonged to the two churches in Jerusalem, attended
school in Jerusalem, and were probably members of the Loving Charity
Society there. --- Today the members of the Jonesville community still
retain some of the traditional ways of life and are concerned about the
preservation of their community's heritage.” (George W. McDaniel, Black
Historical R in U Western Mont Countv. Marvland
Sugarloaf Regional Trails, 1979).

In addition to the buildings described under *7, McDaniel also lists
five sites that are of historical significance because they were once
occupied by dwellings belonging to early settlers in the community. One of
these structures, the late 18th century Harper family house, was
dismantled in 1976 and reassembled at the Brookside Nature Center in
Wheaton Regional Park as an example of "a pioneer cabin”. (The Harper
house was adjacent to the Mary Genus Davis house on Cattail Lane).

In discussing the significance of Jonesville's older dwellings,
McDaniel describes how they changed in style and size over the years and
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what these changes meant in terms of the development of the black
community:

“The home of Richard Jones, later of Levin Hall, and now of the
Sims family --- was like most log houses of black families after
emancipation in Montgomery County. Plain in appearance, it stood two
stories high and contained two rooms down and two up. Close by was the
dwelling of Mary Genus Davis. A smaller frame house of one room down and
one up, it still stands today. Next to it stood the home of Horace Genus, the
son of Mary Genus Davis. Like the houses built by the second generation in
other communities, it was a two story frame house with two rooms down
and two up and had decorative features that were popular near the turn of
the century. Similar in construction and design were the homes of Basil
Bailey and Solomon Owen on Cattail Road (still standing). The third
generation continued with these building traditions, as can be seen (from)
the house constructed by Eimer Jones ¢.1925. Thus the houses in Jonesville
reflect the transitions in housing of black landowning families from the
period after emancipation through the 20th century and indeed up to the
present”. (Pages 110-113, Black Historical Resaurces).
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