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1. Name ... Winderbourne (Totten House) 

·-

1 Planning Area/Site Number 18/10 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference 6:J-15 

4. Address Boyds, Maryland· 

5. Classification Summary 

Category B1Jj J a; n g 
Ownership Priyate 
Public Acquisition· No (being considered) 
Status Occupied 
Accessible No 
Present use Private Residence 
Previous Survey Recording 1975 Federal~_State..2.S_County-2L_Local~-

. · (M-NCPPC Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites) 

6 . Date i88if · 7. Original Owner Edith Howe 

8. Apparent Condition 

c. Original Site 

b. Unaltered 

9. Description 
-; I 

io. 

Built in 1884- with Queen Al:1Y:-' style elements, facing east. It 
is ·at frame construction with nove·1 ty siding and a hipped roof. Many 
different window arrangements are basically six-over-six doubme hung. 
A three-story pavilion on the east elevation with a hipped roof 
becomes a dormer window on the west elevation. Unusual architectural 
features include a room suspended over the entrance foyer, a huge 
triangular fireplace, and hidden rain spouts leading to an underground 
cistern. Numerous unusual horticult~ral specimens are found on the 

s1~n111ca~e property. 
0 ~his bldg. is significant architecturally, the only elegant structure 

in Boyds. Winderbourne was built for Enoch and Mary Totten. Mrs. Totten 
was the daughter of Senator Timothy Howe, a Senator from Wisconsin 
and heir to the Howe sewing maching fortune. Mr. Totten was an 
attorney for the Pennsylvania Railroad. The house was named for 
the fortunate invention of Elias Howe, the winder, or bobbin as 
we call it today. The home was kept as a summer residence by the 
Tottens. 
. When the railroad track was doubled, the.access ·to the Totten 
home was demolished, as it depended on a hridge over the track. 
The property was sold to the railroad. In 1929 the present owners, 
E. Kingston Pickrell and his wife, purchased Winderbourne. 

Date researched 1978 M, Coleman/E.K. Pickrell 

le:. CorJpiler 13. Date Compiled 14. Designation 
.4pproval __ 

Peg Coleman Nov. 3, 1978 

15. Acreage: 4-5.80 Acres 
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15001 Barnes~ille Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 
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STATE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One) 

0 District 9 Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: 

0 Site 0 Structure Im Private O In Process 

0 Object 0 Both II Being Considered 

,,- ,,PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agriculture! 0 Government Park 

I 0 Commercial 0 Industrial Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Mi !itary Religious 

0 Entertainm.,nt 0 Museum 

Pickrell 

SAME 
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 
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Rockville 

TIT!..E OF SURVEY: 
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TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: Ii Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 
0 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 0 Preservation work 
in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

11 No 

0 Comments 
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bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 
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8787 Georgia Avenue 

I
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Local History 

The architecture of Winderbourne is the most important feature of the house. 
Unique construction includes the room suspended over the entrance foyer, the gre 
triangular fireplace, and the hidden rain spouts leading to an underground ciste 
In addition Winderbourne is the only grand and elegant structure in the simple, 
rural town of Boyds. 

Horticultural specimens are prolific at Winderbourne. At least thirty species o 
unusual trees and shrubs are found on the property. The specimens were planted 
a century ago, and include huge fir, linden, locust and beech treea~ 

An attitude of welcome coexistence towards the railroad is clearly observed 
bourne. Completed in 1873, the original single track curved around the property 
two sides. Great trestles supported a bridge over the valley. 'fhe resulting br· 
span was called the largest in the world,. During World War I, soldiers camped i 
valley beneath the bridge, guarding the structure round the clock. Huge stone f 
stions remain, looming mysteriously amongst the trees, and standing placidly in 
midst of Seneca Creek. 

Historically, the house is associated with wealth, fame and tragedy. Mrs. Totte 
the daughter of Timothy otis Howe. Howe was the senator from Wisconsin from 186 
1879, beginning his career as a Whi.g, and ending a Republican. President Grant 
offered him a.n appointment as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, but Howe 
eclined because a Democrat would have replaced him as Senator. Later he refus 

post of Minister to Great Britain for the same reason. In 1881 he served as the 
States delegate to the International Monetary Conference fn Paria, and became a 

'nd.ed Postmaster General under President Chester Arthur. · 

enator'Howe was the heir to the considerable fortune of his cousin, Elias Howe. 
Elias Howe invented the sewing ma.chine, in particular, the lock-stitch device kn 
a.s a. "winder," or, as we ca.11 it today, "bobbin." His invention was 'manuf'a.ctur 
sold by Singer, and other companies throughout the world. Howe collected $5 on 
ma.chine sold. At his death in 1867, his fortune a.mounted to 313 million. 
no direct heirs. His cousin, Timothy Hove, inherited the fortune. 
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Significance - \\inclerbourne f\t li-10 Page 2 

Senator Howe died in 1883, leaving two heirs, Frank Howard Howe and Mary How3 Totten. 
Enoch Totten, ~1ary's husband, was an attorney for the l)ennsylvania H.ailroad. He 
and Mary chose the site of their summer home from a rail related experience. The 
couple were riding through Boyds Station on the Netropolitan Branch of the B & 0 
Railroad, and were attracted to the site. Col Boyd's Bonnie Brae was adjacent to 
their property on che west. According to Boyd's contemporary, the farm had the 
appearance of a small, picturesque village, with numerous tenant hous4s, and a mansion; 
all the buildings and the surrounding board fence were painted white. 

The Tottens built a summer home, sparing no expense. Fittingly enough, the place was 
dubbed \\inderbourne, a nod towards the fortunate invention of Elias Howe. Access 
to the property was from Clopper lioad, on land also belonging to the Tottens. The 
Railroad paid half the cost of a bridge over the track, and agreed to maintain the 
bridge "forever." The house was painted pale pink, with rose trim. The shutters 
were a deeper rose, almost purple. Gardeners were employed ~ a small, year-round 
staff, with increased summer help. House servants were kept on a yearly basis, also, 
although the winter residence of the Tottens was in Washington D.C. 

The time of the owner's arrival each spring was greeted with an attempt at perfection 
on the part of the gardeners, as each blade of grass stood at attention for the Tottens 
to behold as they crossed the track on the elevated bridge. Their path was planted 
on either side with imported shrubs, such as yucca. A gazebo was built in the woods 
overlooking Seneca Creek. Locking benches w5re installed, and there Mary Totten 
painted on canvases which may be seen today. 

A pond was excavated. Ice was cut in the winter, and stored under the kitchen porch 
for summer use. The spring which fed the pond was encased in a terra cotta pipe, 
about two feet in diameter. The spring flowed from under a sycamore tree, and was 
kept covered. ~ater was piped underground into the pond. Vinca carpeted an oval 
area, approximately twenty by fifty feet wide, beneath the tree. This exquisite spot 
remains today. 

The Tottens were part of a wealthy, gracious aristocracy. According to a frequent 
guest, meals were charming events. Food was never set upon the table; instead, exper
ienced maids passed silver platters and bowls, and served those who were seated. 
Conversation was a cultivated art, performed as naturally as breathing. All the 
drinking water was boiled. Each spring the cisterns were opened, thoroughly cleaned 
and wiped dry with white cloths. 

Three children were born to Enoch and Mary Totten. But tragedy befell them, and their 
residence in Boyds ended on a sour note. The children were stricken with tiphoid fever. 
A son died, and the remaining two were deafened as a result of the illness. The 
daughter, Edith, became a medical professor at Johns Hopkins Gniversity. She adopted 
a child. This child was k..j-lled in a fall, sliding down the bannisters of the enormous 
staircase at 1...:inderbourne. 
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M: Jf-lo 

The railroad track was straightened, and thP bridge to llinderbourne demolished, leaving 
the Tottens with no access to their ho~P. The case .,-as brought to court, and the 
property finally sold to the railroad. 

In 1929 the present owners bought Winderbourne. L. Kingston Pickrell was seeking a 
place in the country for his young family, and purchased the property. 

\>.'inderbourne deserves recognition. Significance includes architecture, horticulture, 
trans~ortation, and the history of famous men. ~ealth ..-as lavished on the construction, 
and collection of horticultural specimens. The proximity of the railroad track enhanced 
the site to the famous and traveled Tottens. Elias Howe, inventor of the winder, and 
other se..-ing machine devices, ..-as related to the owners, and posthumously funded their 
ventures in Boyds. The Tottens themselves, although stricken with tragedy, portray 
the Victorian era of great weal th mixed with grace and charm. L'ndoubtedly '11'inderbourne 
should be included on the National Hegister of ilistoric .Places. 

* * * * 

.Footnotes 

1. Encyclopedia America, Vol. 14, 1962; p. 458. 

2. Hershey Ayton, Gaithersburg; Personal Interview, 1978. 

3. Inventory of Historic Sites in Western i'lontgcmery and Frederick Counties, 
Maryland; 1975. 

4. Portrait and Biographical Hecord of the Sixth Congressional District, Md., 
Chapman .i:-'ub. Co., New York and Chicago; 1898; p. 170. 

5. Ayton. 

6. Ibid. 

7. Inventory. 

8. Ayton. 
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on, Hershey, ~ersonal Interview. 29 Maryland Ave., Gaithersburg; 1978 
c c lo edia Americana Vol. 14 • , 

nventory of Historic Sites ,in 'a'"~stern Montgomery and Frederick Counties, Md., 197 • 
ortrait and Biographical Record of the Sixth Congressional District, Md., Chapman Pub. 

Co., New York and Chicago; 1898. 

L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGITUOE CO•OFtDINA 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E 1..0CATING THE F'RO~·ERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf' Regional Trails Aug. 14, 1978 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 
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CITY OR TOWN: STATE 
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' O "'Nf:R".I N A:<i : 

1 r s • E. Kinoston Pickrell .____ 
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(Check Ot•e) 

0 Dehuiorated 0 Ruins 
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O Excelle..'.'_' _D_ Good ~ Fair 
CONDITION ~ (Check One) ------.,...--------(C-h-ec_k_O_n_•)-------f 

~-Altered 0 Uncilte•ed 0 Movlt<I l\m 0.-iginal Sir. 

DESCl'UBE THE PRESENT, ~D ORlGINAl.. (it known) PHYSICAi.. APPEAR ... NCE 

The house is a framed, square-plan structure with 

a hipped roof. To the north is a two story, A-roofed el. 

There are several dormers and gables, some A-roofed and 

some hippeds and the fenestration is irregular. Windows 

are 6/6 double hung sash. The chimney rises through the 

center of the main block. The siding has an S-curve on 

the lower edge of each board. On the east side of the 

el, there is a stair tower which terminates in a hipped 

roo f do rme r. 

A barn once stood north of the house but was burned. 
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I
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
MARYLAND, 

FR OM ITS 

Earliest Settlement in 1650 tt> 1879: 
,:. 

T'f{E EARLY LAND GRANTS.-BY WHOM PATENTED.-THEIR ORDER OF 

SETTLEMENT AND PRESEN'l' OWNERS.·-LOCAL AND GENERAL 

EVENTS.-LEADING lNCIDENTS.-PlUNCIPAJ, TOWNS, 

VILLAGES, &c.-ITs SOIL, PRODUCTS, AND 

INDUSTRIES. ALSO, 

SKETCHES OF THE PROMINENT MEN OF THE COUNTY. 

Dil:iEOTORY 
OF POST OFFICES, MERCHANTS, MANUFACTURERS, PROFESSORS, 

FARMERS, TOBACCO PJ,ANTERS, MECHANICS, MILLS, 

COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, AND 0IIURCHES. 

WITH AN APP EN DIX, 
CONTAINING A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROMINENT BUSINESS HOUSES 

OF WASHINGTON AND GEORGE'.l'OWN. 

COMPILED AND ARRANGED FROM AUTHENTIC SOURCES, 
BY 

T. H. S. BOYD, 



. CHAPTEH XVI. 

APICUL'l'URE--PEACH CULTURE. 

Keeping and Propagation of Bees. Process of removing Honey 
uitlwut destroying Bees. Principal Bee Raiser.~ in the Coiinty: 
Peach Trees. Propagation of Trees. List of de.~irable varie
ties. 

THE keeping and propagation. of Bees in the County is 
assuming considerable importance. It requires but small capi
tal and a very limited amount of muscular labor, while attended 
with little or no risk. 

Bee keeping has become a science, and those who patiently 
learn their ways, ha,-e no fear of being stung. Neither are 
whole swarms of these industrious little creatures destroyed in 
order to secure their treasures of sweetness. On the contrary, 
they have really become pets of those who take a loving care 
of them. 

To such perfection has the art of raising honey been brought, 
that, not a bee is sacrificed in taking away the honey, while the 
comb is even saved. 

By a new and very ingenious little machine, the fresh combs 
when taken from the hives are deftly unsealed and the honey 

' ' ' 
extracted from the comb on the principle of suction by air, and 
the comb perfectly uninjured is returned to the hive to be filled 
again in a few days b,y the same bees. This honey is the purest 
known on the market, and is put up in sealed glasses, and. 
is every clay becoming a more staple article of food. 

The feeding and keeping of bees is very easily learned, and 
is said by those engaged in it to be a most delightful employ
ment. Two hundred and fifty dollars will stock a yard of bees, 
that with proper care will yield ;yearly one thousand dollars. 

!llahlon T. Lewis, of Clarksburg, and Capt. F. P. ~h·ig-s, of 
Boyd's Station, nre extemiin·ly t•11gagcd in their p10pagation. 

Capt. ~lt>ig-s purchased a 111u11lso111e Hill• nt "Boyd's," 1111d 
en·<·tt-11 a ma;.:nitlc<"llt :rcshh•111·t•, whid1 wa.-. t•ompt.•tt'<l iu 1-.;9, 
Tlw tl1•,..i;.:-11 is n~:ry nttr.wtin•, 1•mhriu·i11i.: hoth th,. l'r• i.• h. 

lllSToitY OF ~!O)<'fliO~U:HY <'Ol'NTY. 113 

English and Swiss stylrn; of arehikcture, inelnding the English 
basement, snrrno1111k1l by a Swiss cottage roof with dormer 
windows; the building being heated by hot air, and illuminated 
by electricity. 'J'he grouuds are beautifully laid out in the st~·le 
of landscape gardening, co11tai11ing all the varieties of fruits, 
including a vineyard, apiary and aviary. 

Owing to the destruction of Peach trees by insects on the 
Peninsula, the Peach like the Tobacco Plant, must continu
ally seek new land, since soil that has been planted in Peach 
trees, cannot be successfully replanted until it has been allowed 
a rest of many years. This will eventuate in the transfer from 
the Eastern Shore of the Peach culture, to the uplands of 
Montgomery, :Frederick and Washington Counties. 

The following extract from an article written expressly for 
the "Baltimore Sun," by Col. T. H. S. Boyd, describing the cul
ture of the Peach and the propagating the scions, by the system 
of hybridizing, and a description of the popular varieties now in 
use, will be of interest. 

"In the culture of tlie Peach the most approved method of 
propagating the 'scions' or young trees for the peach orchard 
is to procure the seed of the natural peach, as trees reared from 
it are better able to withstand the rigors of a hard winter, and 
and are much less liable to those diseases which, despite the 
best efforts of the grower, are always incidental to the system 
of 'hybridizing.' The seed are bedded in the early autumn, 
about six or eight inches below the surface of the ground, in a 
position exposed to the sun, so that by alternate freezing and 
thawing the hard resinous substance that holds the walls of the 
pit together, becomes softened and the kernel is easily ex
trn.cted.-About the first of April, these kernels are planted in 
the nursery, about six inches apart, in rows four feet wide. 

"As soon as t.be scions shoot about six inches abo,·e the 
ground, they are cultivated with hoe and barrow, after the same 
fashion as corn. In June, t.l1e largest and most thrifty scions 
are budded for transplanting from the nursery to the orchard 
in the fall. The others are budded in September for trans
planting in the spring. They are usually budded on the north 
side of the tree, in order to prc\'ent the bud lwing killed by the 
h«.>at of the sun. The bud is inserted into the scion by crncially 
indsiug the bark of the stock a fow incl1es aborn the ground, 
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1
c. "'t Ulhce, \\ hcelwright und Blacksmith Shop. Populati~n, .'.iO: 

Farmers. 

Heall, L. 
Brewer, "·'· G. 
Bolinger, ·w. 
Griftith, H. 
Gritlith, Frank I --

Gritlith, P. 
Hemstone, A. T. 
Trail, Hichard 
Veirs, J.M. 
Webster, George 
Whithig, ---

UE'l'IIESDA, 

On the Fr;derick .and Georgetown Pike, five miles from Georgetown 
D. C., and .hree nnles from Knowles' Station on the Metropol't R ·1' · d "' ·1 1· ·1 11 . . 1 an .a1 -10a . ..,01 ert1 e, se mg from thnty dollars to one hundred and twe t _ 
five dollars per acre. Products-Wheat, 25 to 50 bushels o 11 f

5 bush'.'IB\ Hay, two and one-half tons per acre. Presbyterian o'hur~~~nd 
Publw t:ichool. Population, 25. 

Postmaster. 

Lester, H. C. 
Attorney at Law. 

Bradley, Joseph 
Blacksmiths. 

Kirby, Wm. 
Lochte, Wm. 

Carpenter. 

Beckwith, Benedict 
Carrirr11e Jfrtker. 

Austin, James 
Jferc!iandise. 

Lester, RC. 
Physician. 

Davidson, James H. 
Farmers. 

Anderson, J. Hopkins 
Bean, A. H. and B. F. 
Bean, E. II. and Jas. M. 
Bohrer, .J. T. and John G. 
Bradley, .Toseph 
Carroll, IL G. 
Coun,rlman, \Vm. 
Davj.f,on, .Tames H. 
Da,·idsnn, .John 
llod;:<', .J. IL 

D?nlap, George 
Grngel, James M. 
Gin gel, Joseph 
Gleghorn, .John 
HudlcBton, Geo. and Wm. 
Jones, L. C. 
Keizer, Cyrus 
Keizer, Eli 
Kisner, C. 
Kisner, Henry 
Lawrence, David 
Lester, H. C. 
Offutt, H. L. 
Owens, Z. 
Powell, James 
Pyles, Henry 
Henshaw, Henry 
Henshaw, Thomas 
Renshaw, William 
Spates, Frank 
Spates, George 
Spates, Robert 
Tolbert, 'I'heophilus 
Wallis, Edwin 
Watkins, E. P. 
Watkins, Spencer 
Williams, John C. 
\Villi11111>1, Lewis 
\VillHon, ,John N. 
Will~on, ~lichacl 
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HOYD'N, 

On the :\!etropolitan Branch, Baltimore aud Ohio Hailrou1l, seventy 
miles from Baltimore, 1rn<l thirty miles from Wirnhington, is one of the 
handsomest points on the Metropolitan Hailrond, and is b£•ing rapidly 
improved. This is in a great measure due to Captain ,James A. Boyd 
and Messrs. Williams and Lewis. Captain Boy<l has expended over one 
hundred thousand dollars in improvements in the past few years. Loca
tion very healthy, being five hundred feet above the level of the sea. 
Business, crops, and land good, with a clay soil, ranging in price from 
ten dollars to one hundred dollars per acre. Produces 15 to 35 bushels 
Wheat, 45 bushels Oats, 100 bushels Potatoes, 60 bushels Corn, and 1000 
pounds of Tobacco to the acre. Liberal inducements and well improved 
lands; excellent water-power, suitable for extensive manufacturing pur
poses. Presbyterian Church, Rev. James S. Henderson, Pastor. White 
and Colored Public Schools. Population, 100. 

Postmaster. 
Williams, James E. 

Blacksmith. 
Howard, James 

Merchants. 

Williams & Lewis. 
Millers. 

Darby, John W. & Son. 
Davis, R. P. 
Waters, Dr. W. 

JJairies. 
Boyd, James A. 
Burdette, Basil 
Burdette, R.H. 

Farmers. 
Beall, J. H. 
Boyd, James A. 
Brewer, D. N. 

Burdette, Basil 
Burdette, R.H. 
Burdette, Wm. M. 
Carlin, .John 
Carlin, John T. 
Dade, Alex. 
Dade, Robert 
Gott, Benj. C. 
Grant, Robert N. 
Knott, Frances 
Knott, John W. 
McAtee, James W. 
McAtee, John S. 
Thompson, Baker 
White, Joseph C. 
White, R. T. 
Williams & Lewis. 

Porrwwgist. 
Meigs, F. ~· 

BRIGHTON, 

Four miles East of Brookeville, near the Patuxent River, contains 
several Stores and Post Office, and is noted for the superior quality of 
Sweet Corn and Fruits. Land under fine tillage and very productive; 
rated at twenty to sixty dollars per acre. Population, 150. 

Merchants. In8'uran.ce A.gent. 
Pierce, E. & Co. Hartshorne, Isaac 

Fruit Packer. 
Stabler, Henry 

9 



r 



,. 

, 

""~~ . ~,. 
\ \ 
\ . 

-~ -a 



-~ 
' -a 





• 



fl: l'l-10 





.... 
NAME ~/!Pr. ~ F. A H£16S /./tsUs£.. 

LOCATION ~/l ~~S £ tJ-P "1t IZI ,&>Yl>.S: Hct. 

FACADE IP 
PHOTO TAKEN .>/zl1f' /(, l)llllYa.. 





/JI ' Jf:. I 'i?- to 
I 

NAME ~A/Ii. J; A /Jl€1GS ~ 

LOCATION ~ ~ L QI& ""6/z/ ~avz,.s; ,ltd 

FACADE /t 

PHOTO TAKEN qz,/1t/ ~.JJMJJl',£,L 





NAME C!tPT. t=. p, 1'1.E.t6S HcuSE-

LOCATION f~ T~{(;S & Yt)s, H.d

FACADE tJ 

PHOTO TAKEN' s/z./7t./ mFS 

/11 ~ ~, 't- /'0 


