
M: 18-11-12 

John and Belle (Duffin) House 
White Grounds Community, 
Boyds, Maryland 20720 
Private 

1910's 

This two-story, double pile frame house with hipped roof was 
built as the home of a white landowning family, but was soon 
purchased by a black family. It was among the largest owned and 
occupied by a black family in rural Montgomery County. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Magi # 
M: 18-11-12 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC John and Belle (Duffin) House 

AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER West Side of White Grounds Road 

CITY, TOWN 

Boyds VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X.ocCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) X-PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

)C_sTRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

No 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Thomas G. Righter 
STREET & NUMBER 

X.YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

19310 White Grounds Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Boyds _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1sTRYOF DErns,ETc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 428-0924 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 20720 

Liber #; 4920 
Folio #: 4 

STATE 

Maryland 20850 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGoOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

JLORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE: __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This large two story frame house with hipped roof has a typical 

facade of three bays: a door flanked by a window on each side. The 

house is of a double pile plan with four rooms down and four up. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-~11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

x_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOliY-PREH1sroR1c X_coMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _:_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY Lsoc1AuHUMANITARIAN 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT LOTHER !SPECIFY) 

_1NvENT10N Local History 
Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1910 1 S BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to E.dna Duffin Johnson of Boyds, this house was built as 

a dwelling for a white family in the 1910's. They could not make the 

payments, and the property was acquired by her paternal aunt and uncle, 

Belle (Duffin) and John M. Parker. 

Deeds support her recollection. According to deed 268/405, the 

Parkers purchased the five acre tract from Timothy and Della M. Caton 

in 1917. 

The Parker family was a part of the extended family of the 

Duffins in the White Grounds Community. Parker's wife, Flora Belle 

Duff in Parker was the daughter of Maria Jane and John Henry Duff in. 

According to the Duffin family Bible, she was born in 1872 and died 

in 1923. Her brother was Addison Eugene Duffin, who lived a short 

distance north from her on White Grounds Road. See the Duffin family 

sites, M: 18-11-3 and 4 for funther history of the Duffin family. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land records, Registry of Deeds, Montgomery County Courthouse, 
Rockville, Md., Deeds 268/405, 4920/4. 

Interviews (not taped) with Edne Duffin Johnson and Lorraine 
Duffin, Boyds, Md. Feb. - March, 1979. 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET .If NECESSAAY . 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES "' . :, 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Geerge w. McDaniel Karen Sewell, i~~f~rch 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN • 

Dickerson 

DATE 

3-79 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS 

Box 87, Stronghold 
Dickerson, Md. 20753 

(301) 926-4510 

PS· t 108 
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