M-18-11-5 Early 1900's
John Wesley Dorsey House (Site)

Boyds

Private

This small, one story frame house consisted of only one room
downstairs and a small shed attached to the back length. According
to local informants, the bullding served as a cobbler's shop for
the occupant as well as his dwelling. He lived alone. He was one
of the few Black cobblers in the area.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Although this house is no longer standing, oral informants

from the White Grounds recall that it was a small frame house,
consisting ofi only one roomd downstairs, with a smaller shed
attached to the back length. According to these informants,

Dorsey a was a cobbler and mended shoes here.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Weéley Dorsey purchased this small tract of 0.5 acres
in 1922 from Cora L. Pollock, and other Pollock heirs (deed,
320/252), The Pollocks had received the land from the Shorb family
in 1909 (deed,218/166}. Three years earlier, they had purchased
the land from the DeLauder family, who owned considerable
property in the White Grounds community (deed, 188/238). ‘he
DeLauders in turn had bought the land from the Grace B. Leapley
md G Frank P. Leapley in 1887 (deed, IA 9/195). By this time,
the holding had become 61 acres; Thus, the tracts in
White Grounds had become increasingly smallér over time, as
Black settlers moved into the area, buying up smaller parcels
from the larger ones.,

Accoyding to local tradition, Dorsey was a cobbler and made
and mended shoes at the little house where he lived. Most of

his work, they remember, consisted of mending shoes since by this

time the families purchased their shoes from the larger
stores or mail order storss rather than from the local
cobbler.

The site illustrates the presence of artisans'shops in many
small communities throughout Maryland before the growth of large

stores,which have now replaced them.
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FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land recoeds, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Nd.
Deeds: 320/252; 218/166; 188/238; JA 9/195.

Oral interviews with Clara Talley, Dorothy Curtis, and Betty
Hawkins; White GroundsCommunity, Turnertown, and Blocktown
by George McDaniel, April - May, 1979, Not taped.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
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STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR T.OW, STATE

1cﬁerson, Mda,

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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