
M: 18-11-7 
Nathan Duffin House (Site) 
Boyds 
Private 

1907 

This two-story frame house with two rooms down and two rooms 
up was a home of a black landowning family. There were a number of 
Duffins in the community, and this house represented the presence 
of an extended family who were attached to the land. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST M: 18-11-7 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Nathan Duffin House (Site) 

AND/OR COMMON 

fltOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER West Side of White Grounds Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Boyds - VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE LuNoccuPIED 
r~~ _STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

XslTE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

No _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Helen B. Dorsey 

srnEET & NuM'fll.o 5 Dunbar Oak Dr, 

CITY. TOWN 

Chapel Oaks _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY XoTHER: Abandoned 

None published number 
Telephone #: 

Md, 

Liber #: 
:E'olio #: 

STATE , zip code 

STATE 

Maryland 20850 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



Ill DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

H:fg-u-7 

CHECK ONE 

X.oRtGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

According to Edna Duffin Johnson, this house was a two-story 
frame house with two rooms down and two up. It probably was the 
typical three bay facade. Its roof line had a cross gable pediment. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

"'·- _/ 



__ ,_II SIGNIFICANCE 
r 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
~ "' ... 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC XCOMMUNITY PLANNING 

_1400-1499. --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

-1600-1699 AARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X1900· _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY X..SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT XOTHER (SPECIFY) 

Black History 
Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1907 BU I LO ER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to deed 194/442 this one acre tract was purchased by 
Nathan and Elxina Duffin in 1967 from James E. and Sarah T. Williams. 
Since the house was too expensive to have been a tenant house and the 
Williams resided elsewhere, this house was probably built at the time 
of purchase by the Duffins. 

It is similar to nearby homes of Joshua Duffin, Addison Duffin, 
and other Black landowners. 

;(~~ According to Edna Duffin Johnson and her sister Lorraine Duffin, 
ner family referred to Nathan Duffin as "Cousin Nace. 11 This is 
another example of extended families in rural Black communities. His 
descendants continue to live in the area. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Oral interviews (not taped) with Edna Duffin Johnson and Lorraine 
Duffin by George McDaniel, February - April, 1979. Deeds: ,c,., /"'1'-12, 3"1'11/5"11. 

Registry of Deeds, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ?AAATE SHEET lf NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

.. 

; 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

D]FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME1r1TLE George W. McDaniel 

Historic Sites Surveyor 

Tamar Hoewing, Research Assist. 
Karen Sewell, Research Assistant 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails May 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-1+510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS 

L........t_.r;:;t Box 87, Stronghold 
ate Circle Dickerson, Md. 20753 

{301) 926-4510 

PS· I 108 
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