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Capsule summary 

New Germantown Historic District (Montgomery County #19/13) 

Route 118. east and west of Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks. 

Germantown. MD. 

Public/Private 

Late 19th century 

Germantown Station. or New Germantown (as it was known in 

the 19th century) is a railroad-era community that developed 

north of the original village of Germantown when the village 

was by-passed by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in the 

1870 1 s. 

Work on the railroad. located about a mile east of what 

became known as Old Germantown. was completed in 1873, and the 

center of commercial activity soon shifted to Germantown 

Station. or New Germantown. as it was also known. 

Accessibility to the railroad enabled the farmers to more 

easily ship produce. grain and milk to Washington and made 

Germantown a center for commercial activity. 

In 1895, Charles. William and Eldridge Bowman purchased an 

0.000 square foot lot in Germantown next to the B & o depot. 

They constructed a steam-operated flour mill on this prime 

commercial lot and prospered. extending the mill tract out to 

Route 118 by 1911. The mill and the railroad established the 

town as a regional commercial center. based. initially. on the 
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processing and shipping of wheat and. later. when Western wheat 

captured most of the market. on the distribution of the area's 

dairy products. 

With the advent of the Bowman Brothers Mill in the 1800's. 

a "building boom" developed. Most of the existing older 

residential buildings in Germantown date from the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries and are located primarily on Germantown 

Road. between Mateny Road and the new post office. Commercial 

enterprises (livery stables. general stores. as well as a post 

office and a bank) opened near the mill in the same period. but 

few of the early commercial structures which housed these 

businesses remain. 

The older residences are characterized by a strong 

uniformity in design and the repetition of certain 

architectural details. Many of the houses are built in the 

simple late 19th century traditional Maryland vernacular style. 

with two story frame construction. gable roof parallel to the 

street. often with a central cross gable and central doorway; 

three or five bays wide. with a one-story porch and decorative 

wood trim. The appearance of a homogeneous district is created 

by both the similarity in architectural detailing and the 

uniformity of the streetscape. Most of the houses are set back 

from the street. with generous side and back yards and a 

.~· scattering of outbuildings in the rear. The houses clearly 
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relate to each other and to the small community of which they 

are a part. 

Today. although the countryside around Germantown is 

rapidly changing in use from agriculture to residential and 

commercial. with the accompanying growth in population. the 

Germantown Historic District retains much of its 

turn-of-the-century character and appearance. 
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1. Name : Germantown Historic District 

~. Planning Area/Site Number: 19/13 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 13 
B-16 

4. Address: Route 118, east and west of the railroad tracks 

5. Classification Summary 
Category district 
Ownership ____ ~b_o~t_h ____________ __ 
Public Acquisition--~N-/~A ______ __ 

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC 
Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of 

Historical Sites 
Status occupied 
Accesslbleyes; restricted; no Federal~State_.__County.....__Local ____ 
Present useagricultµre; commercial§ private residence; religious; 

transportation 
6 . Date : late 19th century 7. Original Owner : Multiple 

8. Apparent Condition 

a . ____ g_o_o_d _____________ b . _____ a_l_t_e_r_e_d __________ c. ____ ._o_r_i_g_i_n_a_l __ s_i_t_e __________ _ 

9 . Description : The original Germantown settlement was located at the inter­
section of the Neelsville/Darnestown and the Logtown/Cloppers roads (now 
Routes 118 and 117); very little remains. When the railroad came about a 
mile east of old Germantown, the steampowered Bowman Mill went up, along 
with homes and small businessess. With the exception of this area around 
the railroad station, the rest of the historic district is residential in 
nature, with only one public building, Trinity Methodist Church. The 
district contains many examples of late 19th century and early 20th century 
residential architecture 1 characterized by a strong uniformity in design 
and repetition of house rorms and details. Many houses are of a simple late 
19th century traditional Maryland vernacular type, two story frame construc­
tion, g.able roof parallel to the street, often with central cross gable and 
central doorway, three or five bays widet with one story porch and decora­
tive wood trim. About 30 of the railroad-centered buildings remain. 

10. Significance : Germantown was an early f a rm community which c~anged to meet the 
challenges of developments in the county. In 1(32 George Buchanan acquired 
the tract, "Chestnut Ridge", on whioh Germantown was established. The first 
known settlers were members of the Waters family who purchased land in 1769 
and built large plantations. A post office opened in 1809. Jacob Snyder 
arrived in the m1d-1800's, and settled in this area of poor quality farmland4 
He was joined by other families, primarily of German descent. They put in 
roads, a school and various shops. In 1873 the railroad came thro~gh the 
county about a mile east of old Germantown, by-passing the village. New 
Germantown sprang up around the small, frame railroad station, and the old 
town gradually moved over. These new settlers built a mill by the tracks, 
constructed homes on either side and put up churches, a bank, a larger 
school and shops. Now the buildlngs of early 19th century Germantown have 
almost completely disappearedt and late 19th century Germantown is being 
altered by a "planned city" or the 1980's with accompanying changes. 

~ 

11 . Researcher and date researched: Geraldine Berkman- 5/79 
Dwyer/Weissman/Kurtze 
Arch. Description 

12. Compiler: Margaret Coleman 13. Date Compiled : 9/79 14. Designation 
Approval_ 

15. Acreage: Approx. 100 acres 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Germantown Station, or New Germantown (a~ it was 
known in the l~th century) was a railroad- era town that 
developed north of the original village of Germantown 
when the village was by-passed by the Baltimore and Ohio 
RailToad in the 1370 ' s. The original Germantown settlement 
was located at ~he intersection of Darnestown Road (Mary­
land Route 118) and Clappers Road (Maryland Route 117) 
and little trace of this village remains t oday . The 
Hopkins Atlas of 1879 shows a collection of s hops , ware­
houses and residences and what later became known as 
Mateny Road was well-defined.(Street and road names have, 
in some cases, been imposed in a later period . Blunt 
Avenue was known as "the alley" . Waters Road was Waters 
Road then, but Mateny Road seems to have had no designation. 
At the present time, Route 118 is r eferred to as Germantown 
Road, Darnestown Road , or Darnestown-Germantown Road). 

After the rivil '.-lar local efforts to secure a branch 
of the B & O for ~ontgomery County were successful . Work 
on the railroad, l~cated about a mile east of what became 
known as Old Germantown , was completed in 187J, and the 
centf'r of co~"".lercial act.:.·· :.ty soon shifted to Germantown 
Station , or New Gerrna~town , as it was also known. Access­
ibility to the railroad enabled the farmers to more easily 
ship produce , grain and milk to Washington and made German­
town a center for co:"'L"':lercial activity. 

There is so~e evidence that Ger!:'la.nt own was supposed to 
be the site of a large train depot , since the original 
plan~ f or t:1e bu il~ i!"1g cal, P.d for a two- story brick buil':!ing 
with a slate roof. Only a sna.11 frame depot, however , was 
constructed in 1878 ; it was replaced in 1891 by a slightly 
larRer fra~e b~ildin~ with a gable - on-hip roof . The station 
platform wa s cover·~d by a wooden canopy supported by curved 
brac~~tc. The ~e~0r.d st~tion was destroyed by fire in 1973. 

Jn 18•:15 , Charle 3 , Will ia::'l and :::lcrid~e Bowman , attracted 
b:1 th~ rrescnce of the r'"' ilroad, purchased an 8, 000 square ' 
foot lot in ~erm~ntown n0xt to the B & O depot . They con­
!Jtructed a stca~-"):>ara:~d flour mill on thi::> nrime cc:i!llercial 
, 0t :J.nd '"ro::::~'eret! , · e:~~~:-:::. i!'l,; t?':e mill "tract f\~t to R·'.)Ut.e 
1 l.S oy 1~11. The ::1 i l • , h riwcvcr , burned to the ~ound in 1914 
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~tatcment of Si[;nificance : Germantown Historic District , 10/1) 

and , although the Bowman Brothers rebuilt it, they soon sold 
the operation for $25 ,000 to a new firm, Liberty Milling 
Company, which set out to improve the operation. 

By the 1950's the company was prospering and had be­
come the second largest mill in the state; the 1960's, 
however, saw it losing business lio newer mills. In spite 
of its efforts to keep pace with modernized milling tech­
niques, the company continued to lose business and was soon 
shut down. The mill was destroyed by fire in the early 
1970's and all that remains of the original complex is a 
cluster of six poured concrete grain silos, an adjoining 
grain dryer, and a garage and storage building. A small 
scale house, complete with scale, is located opposite the 
mill site on the west side of Mateny Road. 

The mill and the railroad established the town as a 
r~gional commercial center, ba3ed , initially, on the pro­
cessing and shipping of wheat and, later , when Western 
wheat·captured most of the market, on the distribution of 
the area's dairy products . 

With the advent of the Bowman Brothers Mill in the 
1880's, a "building boom" developed. Most of the existing 
older residential b11ildings in f!errnantown date from the late 
19th and early 20th centuries and are located primarily 
on Germantown Road, between Mateny Road and the new post 
office ; with the addition of the few that are located on 
Blunt Avenue, Waters Road and the eastern section of Ger­
mantown Road (near r.1iddlebrook), they number approximately 
fifteen . Com~ercial enterprises (livery stables, general 
stores, as well as a nost office and a bank) opened near 
the mill in the sa~e period , but few of the early com~ercial 
structures which housed these businesses remain. 

The older residences are characterized by a strong 
uniformity in design and the repetition of certain architect­
ural details. Many of the houses are built in the simple 
:!.ate l 9t!1 centu=y tra1i tional :W1aryland vernacular style, with 
tw~ story fra!'"lc ~<Jnstru-:tion, gable roaf parallel to the 
street, ,-.f: en wi L: a central c1 oss gable and central door­
way; three or five bays wide, with a one-story porch and 
decorative 'Nood t.,... i :. .~0 .-. 0 house:: featn'!'e the demi- octagonal 
bay which wa~ al=~ ~n,ular nn la~er Germantown houses . 
W inuows ar·1.: uoubl E": -hunr'. ~.-ish, us·:laliy either two-over-two or 
one-over- :ine and many of the structnre .J have a w.Lndvw in 
.,.hC cc,...,-rra ...-"'.> h-J.C.. · n ""!O 0 1- .,-'!1n 'h· ii r in·· •· ;..,ave -..J."C n~'.;i Li Vf.! ""' -··'- • t;.J-...._ • __ _ .... _ '""·- ..,, ___ __ ,..,,- .. - - - _, 
barge boar(: s , but :nost have unor:'l:.:. "lcr.t: ' ::-:- V '"O;fJ . 
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!Jtatcmcnt of !.;ic;nif icancc: Gcr:nantown 11 istoric District, 1 f)/l · 

There are also several houseD which show the influence of 
the Colonial Revival ctyle , the most elaborate of which ic 
the Madeline ',·/aters HOuse , built 1399-1902 and Dtill owned 
by the Waters far.1ily, one of the earliest families in the 
area. 

Many of the houses still have dependencies such as 
stables, \'·ash houses and meat houses, clapboard or board­
and-batten covered; they may exhibit louvered cupolas, 
trim painted in a contrasting color, or ether interesting 
architectural details. 

The appearance of a homogeneous district is created 
by both the similarity in architectural detailing and the 
uniformity of the streetscape. Most of the houses are set 
back from the street, with generous side and back yards 
and a scattering of outbuildings L1 the re~r. The houses 
clearly relate to each other and to the small community 
of which they are a part • 

. Today, although the countryside around Gernantown is 
rapidly changing in use from agriculture to residential and 
commercial, with the accompanying growth in population, 
the Germantown Historic District retains much of its turn­
of-the-century character and appearance. Development pres­
sures , h~·:1°vcr , will :nake it increasingly difficult to 
preDerve this important segment of the County's heritage. 

'~c::';.;.:;o~e:-~· C ot:.r.t·~ La~d a::d Assess::e:i4: ~eco:-ds. 

I~tervie··1s: ' ·tade2.ine Waters, =:: .• '·iilscn Jorda~, '<adeli!'le ~f:!.c~olls, 
~~ariP 3oland, A~nes Allnutt, Carlton Brownin~ , Carrie ~ree~. 

·~a;-s~ 'farte!1'=t ar.d ?ond (:c65 ) ; :-!oryki=-:s Atlas (lS??). 

··"!~ar!', J . Thomas, :-r"if 4:".>r·· o" '·JP.st?.~!" '-ta!".•la!1d. 
r. ,...... ""i eter ··.., .. ~,, "nd "'c.r ....... - • 
- •.4,j, .. ..,, ' - - ' • - Gl.. .-~~ J - ._ .~ . ... ..., • 



Germantown Historic District 
M: 19/13 
August, 1984 

Introduction 

List of significant 
sites and buildings 
in the Germantown 
Historic District 

As the "Statement of Significance" states, the Germantown 
Historic District is primarily residential in nature and its 
structures are primarily Maryland vernacular in style, that is, 
they borrow architectural elements .from a variety of styles 
popular at the tum-of-the-century. There is, nevertheless, . 
a visual cohesiveness which results t"rom the repetition of 
certain architectural features such as the L-shaped or front 
porch, supported by classical columns or Eastlake-style turned 
columns, sometimes with ornamental brackets; two or two-and-a­
half story frarreconstruction with gable or hipped roof and 
dormers; f ishscale or other decoratb1e shingles on gables, 
sometimes with decorative gable board, and houses with both 
shingle and clapboard siding; central doorways with transom and 
sidel~ghts: clapboard, stucco or pebble-dash exteriors; and 
projecting side bays. The sense of cohesiveness is further 
enhanced by the uniformity in setting, particularly along 
Germantown Road between rllateny and the Post Office. Structures 
are generally set back from the street amidst mature trees. 
There are often several outbuildings in the rear as well as a 
later addition to the house. 

Buildings and sites 

1. Upper Farmhouse, Ross/Germantown Ltd. Ptns., adjoining and 
east of Madeline Waters property, Germantown Road. 
Large, worn, clapboarded two story Victorian farmhouse, vacant 
for years. Wallichs owned, before 1901. 

2. Lower Farmhouse, Ross/Germantown Ltd. Ptns., adjoining and ~ 
east of Madeline Waters propert~, Germantown Road. ~ 
Lar~e, 19th century Victorian s yle farmhouse occupied .by Duvall /~Y 
family in 1890's. Mr. Duvall operated a tin shop in the vicinity"~ 
of Germantown Station. The Duvalls moved to a house across the v 
road from the Selby house. House vacant for years and deteriorating. 

). 19 00 Germantown Road H.D. Waters Madeline Waters ~ouse. 
Large, two story Colonial Rev val house, clapboarded. Bailt 
between 1899 and 1902 by Lloyd Dorsey, half-brother of Madeline 
Waters and stepson of Horace D. Waters. Horace Waters family 
moved into house in early 20th century from Old Germantown, 
where Mr. Waters owned a general store. 

Wrap-around pedimented porch with classical columns, five 
bays by four; central pedimented pavilcn with Palladian 
windowr cornice with dentil molding; hipped root with dormers; 
projecting bay, west side. 

House h1it~ been vacant for several months, since death of M. 
Waters~~jacent to property being developed for shopping 
center." 



2 

4. 10430 Germantown Road, Horace Bennett House. 
Two Story, three bays by three1 L-shaped porch with turned 
posts. front and side gables have fishscale shingles and decor­
ative gable boards1 tin roofi projecting bay, west side. 

Possibly built by Horace Bennett very early 20th century or late 
l Qth. Bennett owned a hardware store in Germantown Station. 

5. 19411 Germantown Road, Presbyterian Chapel. 
Built c.1816 for church services because nearest Presbyterian 
church was in Neelsvill£1 Presbyterian Manse was across road, 
where C&P Telephone Company office now stands, Chapel bell would 
be rung as fire alarm. 

Tum-of-the-century, two story, three bays, steep gable roof, 
side dormersi porch front and sides aluminum sideds recently 
renovated for use as veternarian•s office. 

6. l 01 Germant own Road Pum~hre /~aten House Store. 
Two story frame house, five bays by three, German s ding; gable 
roof with decorative trira at gables, bracketed ~ble eaves and 
front gable Palladian window, one story Pt"Ojecting bay, west side. 
side porch with decorative trim. One story addition at back;very 
close to ·road. 

Robert H. Pumphrey purchased property from J ohn Nicholls in 188) . 
Ran a store here during the 1890's until a separate building was 
constructed next door, in the very early 19GO's. The Pumphrey 
family lived in the houqe and were succeeded by the Mateny 
family, Mrs. Mateny being a daughter of Robert Pumphrey. She 
occupied the house until the Late 6o•s. 

7. Building adjacent to 19401 Germant own Road, Pumphrey• s St ore. 
Two story storefront building with attic, hipped roof and dormer; 
three ~ay facade; German siding under asphalt shingle; c onstructed 
earl y 20th century. 

Vacant since 1960 's (see #6)1 one of few remaini ng commercial 
structures; poor condition. 

8. 21 W ters Road Richard Waters House. 
One-and-one-half s ory, bungalow style, pebbledash1 five bays 
by three1 shed roof dormer1 center door with transom and side­
i ights. 

Built by Richard Waters, son of Perry Waters , owner of Gerrr~ntown 
s torer Perry Waters• house stood next door until destroyed by 
fire, 1~26 or 1127 . 

q . l 0420 wa t~rs ~0ad, -· - -.. ; e Waters house. 
Two storv. ~- ~r ~avs 1 ~:- . P~ ron f with ~nrmers1 front porch 
with turnea -:::;osi: s : nro~'r;t.i ng tiay, :>uut h '3ide 1 alu:n1r.u:n sid.ea . 
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10. 1G4 O Waters Road I 
Large, two story Colonial roof & do~ers; entry 
with fanlight transom and sidelightsr aluminun sided 1 iron posts 
supporting porch. Built very early 20th century. 

11. A.R. Sel House 1 0 Germantown Road. 
Clapboarded, two story house w th porch across front, bay ~ 

windows, attic, arched windows in attic gables, additions in back . .).~ 
Probably built by Dr. Simpers, a local physician, in the early ~~O 
20th century. He lived here and had his office in the house. \)~ 
Around 1918, A.R. Selby, manager and owner of the Liberty Milling 
Company, purchased house. He lived here until the 1960•e. 

12. Andrew Baker House/Maryland House of Rest., north side of 
Germantown Road ust before Libert Hei hts Road. 
Or g nally a c.l O arm ouse, grea y en arge c.1906 by Andrew 
Baker, who established the Germantown Bank. The Baker taailr,y occupied~ 
this house from 1888 to 1946. It was used as a rest home until 0 
1976. White stucco, three story, 20 rooms, veranda. Vacant and '1'~ 
boarded up 

Site will be developed for townhouses; very large copper beech 
tree, as well as swimming pool and foundation of house, remain.• 

lJ . Corner House, Mateny Road and Germantown Road . 
Clapboarded, two story with attic, porch on side facing Bank ; 
Deteriorated, some alterations: The property (with appurtances) 
was bought from Thomas Henderson by Joshua Dorsey in 1874. 
He built the house probably for an employee in his store in Old 
~ermantown. His son Lloyd owned the house at one time, and it 
was occupied "t:Jy Dr. Simpers before he moved into the Selby House. 
Possibly 1870's. 

Small board and batten, gable roof, white building which was on 
site of demolished store (above building used as store at one 
time) has been moved to 19215 Blunt Avenue, on corner of Mateny 
and Blunt (soathside ) : Three bays by three, center ~ouble door 
with transom, front window shutters, Was used at vario~s times a s 
harness shop, post office, barber shop; vacant. 

_14. West 1ide Mateny Road, across from grain silos, Germantown 
B~nk.._ 
~mruermantown Bank is important as one of the few remaining 
buildings in the old commercial center of Germantown. Now owned 
by the County EL"ld no longer used for banking purposes, the Bank 
was constructed in 1922, funded through the sale of s hares to the 
the residents of Ger!":lB.ntown, many of whom used it to cash their 
mill paychecks without bein~ charged the 15cents which the gene ral 
store de~ndec f Jr ~he service. 

*The heavily wooded area where ta. Baker house s tood is an important 
part ~ f ~he s~~eets:ane in that section of Jermantown Road and any 
new de ve i.opmer. t she i.!lo be ; .i.>irmed w i th that i n mi11d . 
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The bank is three bay by two, one-and-a-half story, with common 
bonded brick walls painted white: six poured concrete steps lead 
up to the double glass and wooden paneled doors, surmounted by 
a transom light and covered by wrought iron bars, the door is 
recessed, flanked by doric columns which support a flat molded 
~rchitrave, windows are twelve and.fifteen light, covered by 
iron bars; gable roof, asbestos shingled, with two-step false 
front on northeast elevation. 

Vacant lots on either side of bank are used by County for com­
muter }arking. 

15. East side of Mateny Road, Mill Site, 
In 1970 a fire destroyed the Liberty Milling Company, which, 
with its predecessor, the Bowman Brothers Mill, made Germantown 
an important economic center, based on the processing of the 
grain grown in the region. Located on the railroad, the mill 
was steam-operated and rapidly took business from the water-powered 
mills located across the County. In lq6o._ it began to lose business 
to larger and more modern milling operations. Despite efforts to 
moderftize it, the company continued to lose business and was 
eventually shut down. 

All that remains of this important industrial complex is a cluster 
of six concrete silos , an adjacent ~in dryer and -two lMtil.dings 
(one at either end of the site) which orlGinally served as garage 
and storage space.Across the street , at 19215 Blunt Avenue , is 
the small, tin covered scale house, complete with its scale. (Just 
to the south of the intersection of ~tateny and Blunt). 

Additional material available on Liberty Milling Company. 

16. East side of Mateny RoadL B&O Railroad Depot Site. 
Adjacent to the mill until it was destroyed by fire in 1978 was 
the B&O depot, built in 1891 and similar in design to frame . 
stations at Dickerson, Kensington and Garrett Pa~k. Construction 
of the railroad after the Civil War and designation of the dep?t 
at this site was instru.~ental in the growth of Germantown Station 
in the late 13oo•s and early years of the 20th century. The 
town's commercial core developed in this area because of the 
presence of the mill to produce flour and the railroad to ship 
it across the state and the country. 

Depot and Mill sites are now used by County to provide commuter 
parking for B&O passengers • 

17· 19216 Blunt Avenue (first house on north side after corner 
· ard.ne lot; . 
Two story , tw ") bay ~y two; ~orch in front, turned porch posts; 
pebbledash exterior; ,'?'ablP roof, with small stainP-d Blass wind~w 
in front .~ble . 1'3'1r)'.s 1"' r PRrl iPr; -in"P "ll'..'0U! iPr1. b.'/ '!lillW•.)r°w:er s. 

18. 1~212 3!unt Averue !gecnnd h1u.·e on ~ irth ~~!e ~f strcnt). 
Tw0 stl'.lry, thre~ hay~1 b:,r tw.._,, ""'1t 1:r "':~f '" • tin r' 1±": fr')nt !"lorch 
'"'as t J~"H~ J • • ,._,:_"' ..-. ·:-~:'1-:-··1 +-:-~ · · 11'"':1' ....... " • .. .J 1<' ' - '"':tr ' !•..,r: 

• ,, • :"' • '°'Ii "'"' , •• 
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19. 19201 Blunt Avenue. 
Two story, two bay by two; front porch has turned posts; 
hipped roof with front gable; asbestos shingles; early 
20th century. 

20. 19215 Blunt Avenue. 
Two story, three bays by three, center gable; central 
entry with transom and sidelights; front porch with orna­
mental balustrade; clapboarded; 

House built for a Mr. Rayfield, pastor of the Germantown 
Baptist Church, probably in the 1890's; occupied for many 
years by area postman, Carlton Browning; House fronts onto 
Mateny Road. 

Near the edge of the property, at Mateny Road, are two 
structures previously mentioned, the grain scale house 
which served the mill and the small board and batten build­
ing which was used for a variety of commercial purposes. 
Both now belong to the owner of house at 19215 Blunt Avenue. 

21. 19 10 Maten Road Charles T. Johnson House . 
Similar to the house at 1921 , but larger; two story, clap­
board; ~our bay by two; large front porch with classical 
posts on ~.asonry base; gable roof with dormer; built late 
1890's. 

22. 19390 Mateny Road, Allnutt House. 
Two story frame, clapboard, various outbuildings; difficult 
to see because of trees and bushes. 

R.E. Harris built this house or had it built; apparently in 
the 1870's; his residence appears on the 1879 Hopkins map of 
Germantown, at this location. Members of the Allnutt family · 
have lived here since 102J. 

2J. 19110 Mateny Road •. 
Two story, two bay by three; L-shaped porch with classic 
colwnns; hipped roof with front dormer: widow's walk on 
roofi projecting bay, north side; asbestos shingled1 c. 1910 

24. ltl20 Mateny Road. 
Two s~ory, three bays by three, with addition at side and 
rear; pedimented front porch with classical columns; one 
story, turreted projecting bay at second floor corner, with 
brackets; first floor projecting bays, porch and side; second 
floor shingled, first clapboarded; gable roofa built 1910 by 
Wallach family. 
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?. 5, _:.2323 '.}erma:,ntown Hoad (Jordan House) 

tw~ story, three bay by two; oorch across front , turned 
norch oost:.; and dec,.Jrative porch brackets; gable roof w.:.th 
center gable ; 
Early nart ?f house said to have been built in 1860' s: major 
se:~ent (front wing) in the 1870 ' s ; older residents remember 
house on site in the 1890 ' s. 

26. 10)10 Germantown Road (Duvall House) . 
Two story , two bay by three ; L-shaped porch , decorative 

porch brackets , turned posts; front gable has pendant at 
peak; decorative shingles on front and side gables; projecting 
bay , east side ; asbestos siding; c . 1890 ' s . 

27 . 10315 Germantown Road (Shewbridge/Mother Seton Parish House) . 
Bungalow style, one - and- one-half story; pebbledash 

exterior; front porch , center entry with transom and sidelights. 
Ewell Shewbridge , telegraph operator , built this house c . 1919 
and lived in it for many years . 

28 . 1 0313 Germantown Road (Soderberg House) 
Property is in the rear of Shewbridge House and backs 

onto Blunt Avenue . Built by Andrew Baker , possibly to house 
servants , in the early 101')0 ' s . ./hi te clap"'bcard exteri0r, first 
floor, shingles , sec~nc flo1~ ; three bay f~0nt. 

20 . 19311 Germantown Road (Burns House). 
Two story frame house with front gable with decorative 

shin~les and s~all window; enclosed norch across front ; three 
bays by three: German siding. · 
3uil t by :1r. Burns , town mail carrier for many years . i•1embers 
of the Burns ' family occupied the house until recently 4c.1S90 . 

JO . l OJO? Germantown Road 
Two c:tory frame house, three bays by three; front gable 

with decorat:.ve shingles , small wind ow ; f!'~nt p0rch with 
classica~ columns: ~er~an sidin~ . Very much like Burns house: 
c . 1390. 

31. Trinity Methodist Church , l 922 5 Germantown Road . 
Dedicated 1J02, white frame church with A- roof and 

unthic-arched windowi:;; built by "northern continp:;cnt" when 
they decided to for::t a :separat e congregation; lot purchased 
from Charles 3owman of the Bowman 3rothcrs ,,:.:.11; churc!. 
aluminur.l siued. 

J2 . 10219 GP.!'mantown Road. 
'l'wo st ,n·y, three cay house. frnnt {table ; 1cccrative ga~>le 

bval'dc , b•"th fr1;.t anr .:;i~e rr:lbles ; ... +··~~o fini"'h : wr"'ticht 
iron rosts surmort rinrc h ; nr11jectin-i: bay or. ea::t eleva'tion ; 
c . 13'">0 - l : '1 . 
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(Between 19307 Germantown Road and the church there is a 
more rec~nt building, post 1930; also, between 19219 and 19209). 

JJ, 19209 Germantown Road.(Bowman House). 
Two story, stucco, ornamented gables; belonged to Upton 

Bowman, one of the owners of the first mill, who came to 
Germantown in the 1880's; occupied house and may have built 
it. 

JLJ-. 19205 Germantown Road (Charles Bowman House). 
Two story, clapboard, hipped roof with gables; projecting 

bay, east side; 
Charles Bowman, one of the three owners of the first mill, 
purchased the property in 1901; is believed to be the original 
owner; Bowman's widow sold the property in 1947. 

35. 1 11 Germanto'"m Road Dawson House • 
Thre tory frame house, five bays by three; first two 

floors clapboarded, third covered in shingles (fishscale); 
three story bay in rear; hipped roof with gables; L-shaped 
porch, partially enclosed; projecting bay on west side. 
Probably built in the early 1900's by a Mr. Sponseller. 
Dawsoi:i family lived in house for a long time. 



Approximate Dates of Erection of Significant Buildings t·C (~-() 
Germantown Historic District, Ml9/13 

Germantown Road 

19500 
1G4JO 
19411 
19401 
P. Store 
19323 
19319 
19315 
19313 
19311 
19307 
19225 
19219 
19209 
1920~ 
19115 

c.1399-1902 
c,l8G5-1905 
c.1896 
c.188J 
c.1905 
c.1860; c.1870 
c.1890 
c.191Q 
c.1905 
c.1890 
c.1890 

1902 
c.1890-1910 
c.1880 · 
c.1901 
c.1905 

Waters Road 
19421 c. 1914 
19429 c.1898 
194 JO c .1910 
K. Waters House 

Mateny Road 
Germantown Bank 
Mill Site 
B&O Depot Site 
19310 
19390 
19110 
19120 

Blunt Avenue 
192lb 
19212 
19201 
19215 

1922 
1880; 1918 
1891 
c.1895 
o.1870 
c.1910 

1910 

c.1890 
c.1890 
a.1905 
c.1890 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Germantown Station is a railroad-era town that developed north of 
the original village of Germantown which was by-passed by the B&o. The 
original Germantown settlement was located at the intersection of Darnes­
town Road (Maryland Route 118) and Cloppers Road (Maryland Route 117) 1 and 
little trace of this village remains today. The Hopkins Atlas of 187;1 
shows a collection of shopsi warehouses and residences; what later became 
known as Mateny Road was we 1-defined. With the advent of the Bowman 
Brothers Mill, in the 1880 1 s, something of a building boom developed. The 
houses in what was then called Germantown Station (or New Germantown) are 
mostly from this end of the century period with a sprinkling of earlier 
homes and other structures. The Mill areai in this period, was busy. 
There were two general stores, livery stab es, shops of various kinds, a 
post office. This environment coexisted with unpaved roads, very few 
telephones and little electric power. The eight-grade, one-room school 
was located west or the Reed House on Germantown Road. Until recently, a 
mill stood next to the railroad tracts, as did several other industrial 
service structures. The railroad station (1891) was a small, frame 
building with a gable-on-hip roof; the platform was covered by a canopy 
supported by curving brackets. The former carriage shop is a brick 
building with a three bay facade, The central entrance is recessed to 
form a porch !a antis with two columns carrying a flat cornice. It has a 
"Square front" with a central, pedimented tablet rising above the flat 
cornice. 

With the exception of this area. around the railroad station, the 
rest of the historic district is residential in nature, with only one 
public building, Trinity Methodist Church. The district contains many 
examples of late 19th century and early 20th century residential archi· 
tecture, characterized by a strong uniformity in design and repetition 
of house forms and details. Many houses are of a simple late 19th century 
traditional Maryland vernacular type, two story frame construction, gable 
roof parallel to the street, often with central cross gable and central . 
doorway, three or five bays wide, with one story porch and decorative 
wood trim. Some feature a demi-octagonal bay also popular on later 
Germantown houses. Windows are double hung sash, either two-over-two or -
one-over-one and many have a window in the central gable. Some or the 
buildings have bargeboards, but most have plain eaves. 

The Baker house is an eight-bay building, erected in several sections. 
Each section has a large dormer window and the gable ends are shingled, 
the west gable having a "Palladian" window. Trinity Church is a frame 
building with an A-roof and gothic arched windows. 

In addition, there are many houses which show the influence of the 
Colonial Revival, typically simple cubical blocks with large porches. The 
most elaborate of these Colonial Revival houses is the Madeline Waters 
House, built 1899-1902 and still owned by the same family, one of the 
earliest families in the area. 

Many of the buildings still have dependencies such as stables, wash 
houses, and meat houses. These are frame, some board-and-batten, and some 
weatherboarded. They have louvered cupolas, are painted with contrasting 
trim or otherwise have detailing of interest. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(Continued on Attachment Sheet l) 
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The sense of a district is created not only by the architectural 
unity of the district, but also by the uniformity in the settings of 
many or the houses. Many are set close to the street in large shady 
yards, and retain their original outbuildings. Through their 
architecture and settings, these houses clearly relate to each other 
and to the community or which they are a part. 

Today, although the land around Germantown is increasingly 
changing from agricultural to residential and commercial use, the 
historic district outlined here retains much of its turn of the 
century appearance and character. Its architecture still reflects the 
period of its greatest growth and prosperity, with few later intru­
sions. The Germantown Historic District presents a picture of a 
basically unaltered early 20th century Montgomery County town, and 
this concentration of buildings and the integrity of the district 
are becoming increasingly rare in the county. 

Street and road names have in some cases been imposed in a 
later period. Blunt Avenue was known as "the alley". Waters Road 
was Waters Road then, but Mateny Road seems to have had no desig­
nation. At the present time, Route 118 is referred to as German­
town Road, Darnestown Road, or Darnestown-Germantown Road. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Germantown is significant as an early farm community which changed 
to meet the challenges of developments in the County. 

Because of the relatively poor quality of the soil in the Germantown 
area, the land in the region remained a wilderness for a period of time 
after other parts of the County were settled. Land was owned in large 
tracts by a few individuals until the early part of the 19th century. The 
land where the town of Germantown now stands was part of "Chestnut Ridge", 
acquired in 1732 by George Buchanan. The nearby Waters tract of 500 
acres was purchased in 1769. The Waters' farms, occupied in the early 

-'.9th century, were large 1 autonomous farms of the plantation type. The 
nearest post office was in Steptown (Middlebrooke); although the post 
office was established in 1809, the area was settled earlier. The Barnes­
ville - Logtown (Clopper) Road was built in 1807. 

As arable land became more scarce in the County, this region began to 
be more heavily settled. Somewhat smaller farms became the rule. 
According to local tradition, Jacob Snyder was the first of a number of 
Germans to arrive during the second quarter of the 19th century. He pur­
chased land near what is now the intersection of Route 118 and Clopper 
Road, in 1836. William Musser, from Pennsylvania, and Joseph Leaman, from 
Maryland, acquired land at about the same time. Other families (Richter, 
Metz, Stang, Rhinehart, Grusendorf and Arnold) of German origin settled 

-in the district and it became known as Germantown. The road from Neels­
ville to Darnestown, running through the community, was completed in 18~9. 
Jacob Snyder and other members of the group helped to build it. 

A store, owned by Lowe, then Rosenmier and Adler, and a blacksmith 
shop owned by Stang, appeared at the intersection of Clopper and Darnes­
town roads. During the Civil War it was raided by Union soldiers under 
General Nathaniel Banks, encamped at Darnestown. One of the first public 
schools was <located on William Musser' s farm. 

After the Civil War Francis Clopper's efforts toward the branch of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in Montgomery County were rewarded. Work on 
the Railroad was completed in 1873. Germantown was intended to be the 
site of a large and important stationhouse, and original plans called for 
a two-story brick building with a s~ate roof. However 1 only a small frame 

/"'l,tationhouse was constructed in 1878; it was replaced in 1891 by a frame 
JD'xl2' station, demolished by fire in 1978. 

The center of Germantown moved about, .a mile east to the .tracks 
and the original center at Clopper and Darnestown became known as "Old 
Germantown". Accessibility to the railroad enabled the farmers to ship 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (Continued on Attachment Sheet A) 
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produce, grain, and, before modern refrigeration, milk to Washington. 
During the 1880's Charles, Upton and Eldridge Bowman were 
attracted to the site near the station and built the Bowman Brothers 
Mill, a steam-powered mill which did a good deal of business, making 
it possible for the farmers to grind their grain, purchase fertilizer 
or other necessities arriving by rai~and sell their wheat and corn 
to the mill. Germantown acquired a post office at this time. 

Through the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th 
centuries, Germantown was an important shipping center for wheat. 
Western wheat, however, began to grow in importance and gradually 
overshadowed the wheat of central Maryland. This affected the milling 
industry1 which began to decline in the County by World War I. Some­
time during the second decade of the 20th century the mill burned. In 
1918 it was rebuilt and was bought by the Liberty Milling Company with 
Augustus R. Selby as the new manager. Selby modernized the mill. He 
joined with A.H. Baker and others to form the Germantown Bank in 1922. 

As wheat-growing diminished, dairying grew in importance, and 
became the principal kind of farming in the region. Grain was grown 
primarily for fodder. 

In the 1920's the mill became one of the last of its kind in the 
County. With World II, however, it underwent a period of prosperity 
derived from supplying the armed forces. The business generated during 
this time carried through the 1940's and early 50's. The mill employed 
15 men in 1956, but went bankrupt in the late 1960's and burned in 1972. 

Other forces, such as the use of the land for housing developments, 
accommodating the spreading suburban population, and for office buildings, 
together with the building of Route 270i were to change the community in 
the 50's, 60's and 70's. Today the rai road community is being encom­
passed and altered by a planned "corridor city", with accompanying changes 
in land use, population density, architecture, and transportation patterns. 
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Buildings: 

1. Upper farmhouse, Union Trust Property, adjoining and east of 
Madeline Waters property, Route 118. Large, worn, clapboarded 
two-story Victorian farmhouse, vacant for years. Wallichs 
owned, before 1901, 

2, Lower farmhouse, Union Trust property, visible from Route 118. 
Large 19th century Victorian-style farmhouse lived in by Duvall 
family in 1890's, Mr. Duvall operated a tin shop in the vicinity 
of Germantown Station, The Duvalls moved to a house across the 
road from the Selby house. House vacant for years and rundown • 

.., .. 19 -11-1 
3. H.D. Waters/Madeline Waters House, 19500 Germantown Road. Large 

clapboarded Colonial Revival house built between 1899 and 1902 by 
Lloyd Dorsey1 half-brother of Madeline Waters and stepson of 
Horace D. Waters. The Horace D. Waters family moved into this 
house in the early 20th centuryi from Old Germantown, where Mr. 
Waters owned a general store. .filX:cellent condition. 

~. Horace Bennett House, 19419 Germantown Road. Gray pebbledash, 
two-story; gables have fishscale shingles. Good condition. 
Possibly built by Horace Bennett in the very early 20th century 
or late 19th. He owned a hardware store in Germantown Station. 

5. Presbyterian Chapel, 19411 Germantown Road. Used as a dwelling 
since 1936, this structure was built c, 1896 for services, the 
nearest Presbyterian Church being at Neelsville. The Presby­
terian Manse was across the road where the C & P Telephone 
Company office stands. When a fire occurred in the area, the 
chapel bell would be rung. Turn of century. Low frame building; 
looks structurally sound but somewhat rundown, 

6. 
(f'1. q • ~- , 

Pumphrey/Mateny House/Store, 19401 Germantown Road, OWner, 
R.H. Bryant. Frame house, five bays across front 1 three bays 
side, two-story, decorative trim at gables, one-story addition 
at back, porch at west side, very close to road. Robert H, 
Pumphrey purchased property from John Nicholls in 1883. He ran 
a store here during the 1890's until a separate building was 
constructed next door, in the very early 1900's. The Pumphrey 
family lived in the house and were succeeded by the Mateny 
family, Mrs. Mateny being a daughter of Robert Pumphrey. She 
occupied the house until the late 60's. The house is now rented. 
l' 1q·n-z\ 

Ptimphrey's store, two-story building with attic hipped roof and 
dormer. Vacant since 60's. Dilapidated condition. Constructed 
in the early 20th century (see #6), 
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8. Richard Waters House, 19421 Waters Road. One-and-one-half-story 
bungalow-style, pebbledash. Richard Waters, son of Perry Waters, 
owner of the Germantown Store, built this house. His father's 
house stood on the next lot to the south, until 1926 or 1927, 
when it was destroyed by fire. This house appears to be in 
excellent condition. 

9. Kenneth Waters House, 19429 Waters Road. Two-story house with 
front porch, aluminum siding. Kenneth Waters, son of Horace 
and half-brother of Horace D., built this house in the early 
20th century. His widow, Mrs. Blanche Waters, lived there until 
her death a short time ago. House appears to be in fair condition. 

10. Eugene Waters House. Large two-story house, attic with four 
dormers. Aluminum siding. Built in very early 20th century. 
Good condition. 

11. A.R. Selby House, 19330 Germantown Road. Clapboarded, two-story 
house with porch across front, bay windows, attic, arched windows 
in attic gables, additions in back. Good condition. Probably 
built by Dr. Simpers, a local physician, in the early 20th 
century. He lived here and had his office in the house. Around 
1918, A.R. Selby, manager and own.er of the Liberty Milling 

.. ,...,_ Company, purchased the house. He lived there until the 1960's. 

12. 

13. 

13A. 

13B. 

An.drew Baker House/Marylander. Original c. 1840 farmhouse, 
greatly enlarged c. 1906 by An.drew Baker, who established the 
Germantown Bank. The Baker family occupied the house from 1888 
to 1946. It was used as a rest home until 1976. White stucco, 
three-story, 20 rooms, veranda. Fair condition. Vacant and 
boarded up. 

Corner house, Maten.y Road and German.town. Road. Clapboarded, 
two-story with attic, porch on side facing Bank. Deteriorated. 
Some alterations. The property (with appurtenances) was bought 
from Thomas Henderson. by Joshua Dorsey in 1874. He built the 
house probably for an employee in his store in Old Germantown. 
His son Lloyd owned the house at one time, and it was occupied 
by Dr. Simpers before he moved in.to the Selby house. Possibly 
1870's. 
("M;l~-"?.Z..J 
Germantown Bank. Incorporated by local residents, and constructed 
1922 to serve the community; consolidated into Suburban Trust in 
1960. Good condition. 
{r': ! 9. - ~ "l - 5) 

Mill Site. Site of steam-operated grain mill constructed 1895 
by Bowman Brothers. Symbolic of transfer of economic dominance 
from water-powered mills to steam operations after the coming of 
the railroad. Burned 1914, but rebuilt and became the Liberty 
Milling Company. Ceased operations late 1960•s, burned early 
1970's. Only silos and minor buildings remain. 
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13C. Station Site. Designed by B & 0 Company architect E. Francis 
Baldwin, this station was similar in design to frame stations 
at Dickerson, Kensington, and Garrett Park. It served 
Germantown from its construction in 1891 (replacing the original 
building) until its destruction by fire in 1978. 

14. L. Rutledge. First house on north side of Blunt Avenue. Two­
story, two-bay front, pebbledash, front porch. Rundown; 
occupied in the past by millworkers. 1890's or earlier. 

15. H. Rutledge. Second house on north side of Blunt Avenue. Two­
story, three-bay front, clapboarded, front porch. Occupied in 
the past by millworkers. 1890's or earlier. Fair condition. 

16. w. Soderberg, 19313 Germantown Poad. This house is in back of 
the Shewbridge House and backs on Blunt Avenue. It was built 
by Andrew Baker, possibly to house servants, in the early 1900's. 
White clapboard exterio~ first floor, second floor shingled, 
three-bay front. Fair condition. 

17. Carleton Browning House, 19215 Blunt Avenue (Owner: H.B. Ashcraft). 
Two-story, three-bay front with peak in center of front 1 19th 
century style, porch across front. Built for a Mr. Rayrield, 
pastor of the Germantown Baptist Church, probably in 1890's. 
Occupied for many years by Carleton Browning, postman in the 
area. He sold it in 1972. Excellent condition. Fronts Mateny 
Road. 

18. Charles T. Johnson House, Mateny Road (R.A. Brooks, present owner). 
Same style as Carleton Browning House next door, and apparently 
built during the same period, the late 1890's. Good condition. 

19. Allnutt House, 19390 Mateny Road. Two-story frame house, clap­
boarded, various outbuildings. R.E. Harris built this house or 
had it built, apparently in the 1870's. His residence appears on 
the 1879 Hopkins map of Germantown, at this location. Members of 
the Allnutt family have lived there since 1923. 

20. Jordan House, 19323 Germantown'Road. (Present occupant: E. Wilson 
Jordan). Two story, three-bay front. Fair condition. Early part 
of house is said to have been built in 1860's, later and major 
part (the entire front wing) in the 1870's. House definitely 
existed here in recollection of older residents, in the 1890's. 

21. Duvall House, 19319 Germantown Road. (W.C. Harding). The Duvall 
family lived here after moving from the house next to the H.D. 
Waters house. Mr. Duvall a tinner in Germantovm Station. Two­
story house with L-shaped front porch. 1890's. 

22. Shewbridge House (Mother Seton Parish House), 19315 Germantown 
Road. Bungalow-style house, one-and-one-half-story, pebbledash. 
Ewell Shewbridge, telegraph operator, built this house c. 1919, 
and lived here for many years. Good condition. 
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23. 

24. 

24A. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

Burns House. Frame, two-story house with peak in center front. 
Good condition. Mr. Burns was a mail carrier for many years. 
He had the house built probably in the very early 20th century. 
Members of the Burns family occupied the house until fairly 
recently. 

Reed House. Frame, three-bay1 two-story house with peak in 
center front. Same style as .BU.rns house, but said to be older. 
1890's. Good condition. 

Trinity Methodist Church. Dedicated 1902. Good condition. 
11:1" ·. -~. 

Upton Bowman House, 19219 Germantown Road. Two-story, stucco, 
Victorian trim on gables. Good condition. Upton Bowman was 
one of the original mill owners, coming to Germantown in the 
188o•s. He occupied this house and may have built it. 

Charles Bowman House, 19205 Germantown Road. Two-story, clap­
boarded. Good condition. Charles Bowman one of the three mill 
owners, purchased the property in 1901. He is believed to be the 
original owner. His widow sold the property in 1947. 

Dawson House. Frame house 1 five bays across front, three in 
depth. First two floors clapboarded, third fishscale shingled. 
Good condition. Three-story bay in back. A Mr. Sponseller 
belt this house, probably after 1900. The Dawson family lived 
here for a long time. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Germantown 
AN DIOR HISTORIC: 

Germantown Historic District 
J2i (OCATlOO> •< /. / ·.··. ··.··.·•· > < \. ··· .. ·:•w .. • .. ·.··• .·.•·•······ 

STREET ANC' NUMBER1 

Darnestown Road (Rte. 118) and B & o Railroad 
CITY OR TOWN: 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

Germantown 

16 District · 0 Building 

0 Sit• 

OWNERSHIP 

Pvl>lic Acquisition! 

O In Process 

STATUS 

Ill Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Publie" 

[mi Private 

0 Both O Being Con•idered 0 Preurvotion work m UnrHtricted 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More es Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 

0\l Commercial 0 Industrial 

0 Educational 0 Military 

0 E ntertc i nment 0 Museum 

J4. OWNfR.OF PROPERTY· 
vWNER's NAME: 

Various private owners 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

0 Pork 

IS Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

······•·>•··• 

CITY OR TOWN: !STATE 
Rockville Maryland 

Title Reference of Curr~n~ n~~n (Bnnk & Pa i}: 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stot• 0 County 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREi:;T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

0 No 

··•· ... · ... 

I 

0 Lccol 

I 



CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 £.xcellent a Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) 

ef Altered 0 Unclhtred 

OESCFUBE THE PRESENT,, ~o ORIGINAL. (II known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Moved iiJ Ori9inal Siht 

Germantown Station is a railroad-era town that developed 
north of Germantown which was by-passed by the B&O. Until 
recently, a mill stood next to the railroad tracts, as did 
several other industrial service structures. The railroad 
station (1891) is a small, frame building with a gable-on-hip 
roof; the platform is covered by a canopy supported by curving 
brackets. The former carriage shop is a brick building with a 
three bay facade. The central entrance is recessed to form a 
porch in antis with two columns carrying a flat cornice. It 
has a '"Square front" with a central, pedimented tablet rising 
above the flat cornice. 

The houses are mid- and late nineteenth century, frame 
buildings, almost all are three bays with central doorways and 
center gables on the facade. Windows are double hung sash, 
either 2/2 or 1/1 and many have a window in the central gable~ 
Porches extend across the fronts. Some of the buildings have 
bargeboards, but most have plain eaves. The old hotel is an 
eight-bay"building, erected in several sections. Each section 
has a large dormer window and the gable ends are shingled. 
The west gable having a "Palladian" window. Trinity Church is 
a frame building with an A-roof and gothic arched windows. 

Many of the buildings still have.dependencies such as 
stables, wash houses, and meat houses. These are frame, some 
board-and-batten, and some weatherboarded. They have louvered 
cupolas, are painted with contrasting trim or otherwise have 
detailing of interest. 
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PERIOD (Checlr One or More•• A.pproptl~te) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century. 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECI Fie DATE(SI (II A.ppllcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Educaticn 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architeeture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communicotians 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

• 

0 18th Century 

@ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human• 

ito-f'ian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

l!J Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Germantown Station developed as a town after the 
railroad by-passed Germantown, less than a mile to the 
south. The town has many good examples of houses and 
structures associated with railroad-related activities. 
The houses are all of a similar architectural character, 
as would be expected in a town that developed rapidly in 
response to the needs of a new transportation network .• 
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ORGAN! ZA TION 

MNCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring Mar land 
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Significance of this property is: 
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ACHS SUMMARY FORM 

1. Name Andrew Baker House 

c.. Planning Area/Site Number 19/13 3 • .MN'CPPC Atlas Ref'erence 

4. Address 97310 Germantown Road, Germantown 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition.___,_~-------------
Status unoccupied 
Accessible~~-n=o ______ ~~~~--------

M; 19-13 

Map 7 
B-16 

Present use other, unused 
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal~State.x.._County_x_Local~ 

(Title and date: -Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 

6. Date 1840's remodelling 1906 7. Original Owner Joseph Leaman 

8. Apparent Condition 

fair 
a.~--------~----------~-
b. altered 

«~·,Description: This seven bay by eight bay, 2! story house· faces south. Built 
/'"' in 3 sections: an east, center, & west wing, the house has white stuccoed 

exterior walls & green shingled gable_ ends. A flat roofed porch wraps around 
the south, east, & north elevation of. the east wing; the roof is supported by 
14 wooden columns. On the east elevation.there is an qpen string double run 
wooden firescape which opens. onto the roof. First level doors & windows are 
bo·arded up, but second lev~l windows are one double hung. There are 3 gable 
roofs covered by corrugated metal. 

10. Significance: The Andrew Baker House is closely associated with the commercial 
growth & residential prosperity which began in 1873 in Germantown with _the· 
completion of the Metropolitan Branch of .the ~O Railroad. Standing on part 
of the first land patent _in the region (1732-Ctiestnut Ridge), the house was 
built in the 1840's by Joseph Leaman, who moved it in 1849 closer to the 
newly-built Darnestown road. He sold his 84-acre farm in 1883 to Daniel 
Baker, whose brother, Professor Andrew H. Baker, formerly president of New 
Windsor College in Carroll County! & his family lived in the house until his 
death in 1891. The Professor's oder son, Daniel William.,.. then lived in the 
house until 1908. Daniel was one_ of the leading criminal lawye·rs in Washing­
ton, serving as u.s. District-Attorney & on the faculty of Georgetown Univer­
sity Law School. The younger son, Andrew, enlarged & remodeled the house on a 
grand scale, & landscaped the grounds, making it one of Germantown's most 
elegant houses. Andrew engaged in a number of entreprenemrial activities, 
establishing the A.H. Baker Ins. Co. of· Wash. (which is still i·n existence). 
He was the first in the area to filter cider; .he opened a general store in the 
Germantown station area & helped establish the Germantown Bank. After his 

-death in 1930 1 his 3 sisters lived in the house until the last died in1946. 
The house \ias ope-rated as a rest--nome from 191+9 to i9ol by Lewanna Dickinson •. 

_..- l:t w~~ . th.en_ op_erate_<Ll?.Y :EI~rj;>~r~MC?~ eJ"!a:t:.k ai:i j;h~~ ti~rY.la!ld~r_ IIome_ o_f Res_!;_,_ In~ 
. _until clos:i.ng___in 1976 for not meeti_n_g_}1aITland' s fire safety_ standards_!_ __ _ 

11. Date researched & researcher: 12/78-Geraldine ·Berkman -- Candy Reed -1 
.. ,~ . ""' · Arch. Description 

12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled=~- 2/2_9 14. Designation 
15. Acreage: 6.84 acres Annrov~l ~ 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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MAGI# 

Germantown Historic 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY District 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Andrew Baker House 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 97310 Germantown Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Germantown VICINITY OF 

STATE 

'Maryland 

DcLA.ssIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

JCsUILDING(S) XPRIVATE x_UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
1- _OBJECT _IN PROCESS j..;_YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNo 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Marylander Home of Rest, Inc. 
sTREET & NUMBER c/ o Herbert Mars chark 

4428 Haverford Drive 
CITY. TOWN 

Rockville _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS,ETc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

DI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Mont_gomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY XoTHER: unused 

Telephone #: 929-1196 

STATE 1 

Maryland 

Liber #; 29 34 
Polio #: 100 

STATE 

Maryland 

zip code 
2085'0 

1976 _FEDERAL LTAT~ x_COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Park Historian's Office 

Rockville 
STATE 

Maryland 20855 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

x__FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 
~ 

-ORIGINAL SITE BJ;. 
LMOVED DATE 1 9 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This seven bay by eight bay, two and a half story house faces south. 
Built on fieldstone foundations in three sections, the house has 

white stuccoed exterior walls and green shingled gable ends. There is an 
east wing on a north-south axis; parallel to it, but not as long is a 
center section; perpendicular to the center section is the west wing 
which is on an east-west axis. A flat roofed porch wraps around the south, 
east, and north elevations of the east wing. This roof is supported by 
fourteen wooden-columns. The porch projects beyond the north end of the · 
house and is supported by two square wooden posts. On the east elevation 
this porch roof is enclosed by a balustraded railing. A double run open 
string wooden fire escape stairway ascends, south to north, along the east 
exterior wall and opens on to the porch at the second level. On the south 
elevation, east wing, there are two glass and wooden paneled doors. The 
southeast door is flanked by sidelights and surmounted by a transom light. 
On the east elevation, first and second level, the doors are covered over 
by wooden panels. This is true of most of the remaining doors which are 
covered by plywood sheets. 

First level windows are also covered by plywood sheets. Those 
visible at the second level are one over one double hung windows. On 
the south elevation, east gable, there is a Palladian window composition 
of a large one over one double hung win.dow flanked by two narrow one o· 
one windows and the whole surmounted by a semi-circular window. There 
are two gabled one over one double hung dormer windows on the east 
elevation and one gabled one over one double hung dormer on the south 
elevation (west wing). Finally, there is a shed roofed six over six 
double hung dormer window on the north elevation (west wing). 

The house has three gabled roofs covered by corrugated metal. The 
cornice line is boxed and returned. There are north and south interior 
chimneys, east wing, and one interior chimney west wing. 

There are 20 rooms in this sprawling house. The basement has split 
log beams. Stone and concrete walls.underlie the entire structure 
with the exception of the 1950s addition. The windows are boarded; there, 
has been some vandalism since the abandonment of the house. 

A driveway, lined with arbor vitae, curves from the Darnestown­
Germantown Road to the east side of the porch. A large European beech 
at the front of the house, an evergreen specimen tree on the east side of 
the lot, and nu..~erous other trees and shrubs are evidence of the previous 
beauty of the landscaping. Remains of a large swimming pool (c. 25'xl00') 
exist northwest of the house; a one-room-and-bath structure used by the 
Marylander to house staff, is on the northeast part of the lot. The 
concrete foundations of Andrew Baker's cider mill are on the northwest 
portion of the lot, near the boundary. Vestiges of outbuildings (stable, 
barn) are said to exist along the fence on the north side of the lot, but 
these are .not apparent. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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...::...sci ENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

X...soCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

x_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Andrew Baker House is closely associated with the period of 
commercial growth and prosperity which began in 1873 with the completion 
of the B & O Railroad. Standing on a remnant of the l+OO-acre Chestnut 
Ridge--the first land patent in this region--and originally a typical 
farmhouse, it was remodeled and enlarged in the first years of the 
twentieth century as the· home of the entrepreneur, Andrew Baker. Its 
changes parallel those of .. the community, from an almost strictly agricul­
tural center to a more busy and thriving center enlivened by the benefits 
of the railroad. 

George Buchanan, a surgeon, and one of the members of the commission 
appointed to lay out the first lots of Baltimore Town, acquired Chestnut 

,--Ridge in 1732 1 selling it to Edward Sprigg in 1736.2 Seven years later, 
3prigg sold it in two parts--The Gift, of 182 acres, and the Delight, of 
218 acres--to Samuel and John Riley, respectively, "with all ••• houses 
tenem~nts ••• whatsoever."3 The Gift was purchased by William Mullican in 
1765; in 1779 William's son John--who occupied it--deeded the land to 
his sons Basil and Willey to be equally divided between them.5 In 1812, 
Basil Mullican sold his part to Joseph Eller.6 Jose~h Leaman occupied 
the Eller .land from at least as early as the 18l+O's;7 when in 181+9 the 
Darnestown Road was built, bordering the property on the south, Leaman 
moved his house to be near it.8 In 1859 Robert Thrift purchased the 
property--for $1 20009--and sold it one year later to George Bishop for 
$3,000.10 In 1863, Joseph Leaman purchased the land for $150.ll 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was completed in 1873 through German­
town. Ten years later, Daniel Baker, of a wealthy Buckeystown family, 
bought the Leaman farm, now 81+ acres, with other parcels of land adjoining 
the railroad tracks.l2 In 1888 he gave it to his two sons.13 Soon aft~r­
ward, Baker's brother, Professor Andrew H. Baker of New Windsor, moved 
into the old Leaman house with his family.l~ In 1895, four years after 
Professor Baker's death, his older son, Daniel William ("Will") acquired 
the house and land.15 His younger son, Andrew, went to the Klondike gold 

-regions, where he operated a general store, returning around 1906.16 
Andrew enlarged and remodeled the house on a grand scale, and land­

scaped the grounds. The dwelling achieved a degree of elegance noted 
throughout the Germantown area. In 1908 Will Baker conveyed 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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the property west of the railroad tracks to Andrew and his si~ters, 
with Andrew's agreement to pay off the remaining $7,500 debt. 7 
Will married (1912) and continued to pursue a distinguished legal 
career in Washington; he moved to a house near the site of the 
present Seneca Valley High School. 

Andrew engaged in a variety of entrepreneurial activities. 
In 1906 he established the A.H. Baker Insurance Co., of Washington, 
D.c., which is still in existence. Observing the popularity of 
orange juice sold at roadside stands in Florida, he opened the Cider 
Barrel on Route 355. He was the first in the area to filter cider; 
opened a general store in the Germantown station area, south of the 
station; established the Germantown Bank. He was noted for his 
enthusiasm for new ideas, and his energy in implementing them. 

Andrew died in 1930. His three remaining sisters lived in the
8 house until their deaths (Louise, 1934; Anna, 1940; Sophia, 1946).1 

In 1947 the property was purchased by the Liberty Milling 
Company.19 In 194-9, Lewanna Dickinson, a native of Arkansas, and 
an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, bought the house to use 
as a rest home for her mother.20 She operated the home until 1961.21 
In that year she sold it, to return to Arkansas, to MarSalle Inc,22 
It was operated by Herbert Marschark until its closing in 19?6, the 
owners being unable to bring the building into compliance with 
Maryland fire safety standards for nursing homes. 

THE BAKER FAMILY 
Andrew, Sr. (d. 1891) was president, 1852-1877, of New Windsor 

College in Carroll County, Maryland.23 He was a professor of 
mathematics at Mount St. Mary's College. His son Daniel William, 
described as one of the leading criminal lawyers of Washington, 
was u.s. District Attorney from 1905 to 1910. Through his prosecu­
tion of a betting ring, he is said to have c~~sed the termination 
of horse-racing in the District of Columbia. He was a member of 
the faculty of Georgetown University Law School. Unlike his brother 
and sisters, he married. He died in 1919 in the influenza epidemic. 
Anna, Louise, and Sophia engaged in cultural and charitable 
activities in the community~ particularly those of the Catholic 
Church. Katherine (d. 1915J held a position in the Department of 
Agriculture. Louise wrote children's books; Sophia conducted a 
Sunday School for black children. 

FOOTNOTES -- Page 3 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 6. 84 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Andrew Baker House is bounded on the southeast by Route·ll8, on 
the southwest by Liberty Heights Lane, on the northwest by the property 
of M.C. and C.G. Horsley and the property of L.L. and L.A. Bell, and on 
the northeast by the property of F.K. and M.P. Huie. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN.TY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

'Geraldine Berkman 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails December 16, 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson MaryJ a,pq 20253 

The Maryland Historic Sftes Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Marylan·d Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Se"ction. 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. · 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for info:i:::mation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights.· 
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.Montgomery County Cbvemment 

August 2, 1984 

Dear Germantown Property Owner: 

Montgomery County has many fine sites of historic or 
architectural significance, and preservation of these structures is 
an on-going concern of the County government. In January 1980, a 
Historic Preservation Commission was created under the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Ordinance. A copy of this ordinance, 
which describes the Commission and its responsibilities, is attached 
for your information and review. 

As you can see, one of the Commission's legal duties is to 
evaluate sites and historic districts (most of which have been 
previously identified by the Maryland-Capital Park and Planning 
Commission in its 1976 Inventory) for their historical and 
architectural significance and provide recommendations to the 
Montgomery County Planning Board as to whether or not the site would 
meet the criteria (Section 24A-3 of the Ordinance) for placement on 
the Montgomery County Master Plan for Historic Preservation. 

The Commission will begin its evaluation of the Germantown 
Historic District on Aufust 16, 1984, at 8:30 p.m. in the Second 
Floor Conference Room o the Executive Office Building, 101 Monroe 
Street, Rockville, Maryland. A public information meeting will be 
held for all residents and/or property owners in the proposed 
historic district on August 6, at 7:30 p.m., in the Trinity 
Methodist Church, at 19225 Germantown Road. Preservation Commission 
staff will be present to provide information on the County.•s 
preservation program, to answer questions regarding the procedures 
for creating a historic district, and to explain the benefits and 
restrictions which accompany historic district designation. 

The purpose of historic districts as envisioned by the Ordinance 
is not to turn areas into museums or to limit new construction to 
any particular style or period. Rather, the designation of an 
historic district is intended to protect those unique qualities 
which establish certain areas as significant historical resources in 
Montgomery County. The Commission has published a document 
entitled, "Guidelines for Historic Districts" to aid in the 
preparation and evaluation of these districts. Copies of this can 
be obtained from the Commission Office at 100 Maryland Avenue, Room 
200, Rockville, Maryland, 279-1325. 

Historic Preservation Commission 

100 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20850, (301) 279-1490 
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Placement on the Master plan offers certain economic advantages 
and other protections for the historic resource. County law 1-84 
allows a property tax credit of 10% of the amount spent on 
restoration and preservation of these properties. To insure that 
exterior alterations to the properties are compatible with the 
historic nature of the building, an Historic Area Work Permit is 
required before constructing, moving, demolishing or altering a 
building listed on the Master Plan. The permit is not required for 
any normal maintenance, interior work, or customary farming 
operations, but it is required for work which will qualify for the 
property tax credit. The attached list delineates what work falls 
in which category. 

If I can be of any assistance to you before the August 16 
meeting, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

BH/pam/280L 

Attachments 

Sincerely, 

~kl ;jJt 
Bobbi Hahn 
Executive Secretary 
Historic Preservation Commission 
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Those nla.ts on which historic buildings or sites a.re 
l~cated are outlined with a thic~ line. Where the line is 
dotted , the area is im?ortant because of its proximity t o the 
historic district and (wh~re they exist) the relationship of 
its structures to the events which shaped the district , rather 
than as the l~cation of historic structures. 

1 . From l".:l4JO .}ermantown Road (north side) to Lib~rty 
Heights Road . l'tew Construction in this area (which was the 
site of several important buildings , now demolished) should 
be reviewed to determine its conpatibility , in terms of design , 
siting and materials, with existing structures . Attention should 
also be directeq to the preservation of natural features such 
as trees. 

2 . Liberty Heights Road to Liberty Heights Lane. The small 
houses fronting on Liberty Heights Road may have been built for 
the use of the mill workers in the 1950 ' s. The brick houses on 
Garmantown ::<oad (1960 ' s) are inc l uded because of their proximity 
to the historic district and the potential impact on it of new 
construction or alterations to existing structures in this area . 

.3. South side of Ger:aa.ntovm Road , near ~·i:iddlebrook Road . 
19453-1 '1441 are small asbestos sided bungalows ·Hhich were built 
for the farmworkers when far ming was the predominant industry 
in the area.The buildings are representative of an earlier era 
in the develop:nent of '}ermantown. Because of their pru .. cimi ty to 
the historic district , new construction should be reviewed for 
compatibility, if there is to be new construction on the site. 

4 . Section of l'!!ateny Road, near 19120 and 19110 i.Jateny . 
ThP dotted line was extended alon~ the road at this point to 
cr2J.tc a s=na.11 "buffer z~me • for the historic a istrict and 
bccaune narro··'-' , windi!lg :,1ateny Road is itself i:nportant, being 
representative of the old County rJads which have , in many cases , 
bePn 'Nidened a?1d s-i;raightened to accof/lodate increased traffic. 
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