
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property /District Name: .=T.=.h~o"!m!!Jp=s.::::o:=.:n~H~o::..:u~s"'"e::::.... _______________ _ Survey Number:M:20-18 

Project: I-270/US 15 Multimodal Study. Montgomery and Frederick Co. Agency:SHA 

Site visit by MHT Staff: ~no yes 

Eligibility recommended __ _ Eligibility not recommended ~ 

Criteria: __ A __ B __ c __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

The Thompson House, located on Shady Grove Road near Gaithersburg, in Montgomery County, is 
not considered eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places . 

The Thompson House is a two-story frame building, clad with stucco, and covered with a gable 
roof with interior end brick chimneys. The house is characterized by a double-story porch 
which extends across the front facade of the dwelling. A 1-1/2-story wing extends off of the 
rear of the main dwelling. 

MNCPPC removed the property from its Master Plan in 1983. SHA includes property as 
"demolished." MHT form lacks adequate photos. Based upon the information provided, it 

,...appears that the property is either no longer extant, or not eligible for the National 
' gister of Historic Places. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:MHT Inventory Files 

Prepared by:MHT form in inventory files (1981); Rita Suffness. Cultural Resources Group 
Leader. SHA, Determination of Eligibility, 1996. 

Kimberly Prothro Williams 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services 

NR program concurrence: :y.. yes no 

r~~­
f:cR-;di_.'Wer ,< ~ 

not 

September 20, 1996 
Date 

applicable I l, 

et l.Jl tl& 
, Date 



Survey No. =M~==2~0_-~1~8'-------

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

__ x_ Piedmont 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) Western Maryland 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

__ x_ 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Adaptation 

Category: Buildin 

__ x_ 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): D:..;:::o~m~e=s~t~i=·c=--/=S~i~n~g~l~e=-=D~w~e=l~l~i='n==g~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Known Design Source: 



,Mar-yiand Historical Trust · 
-~tate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

sur·vey No~i#··r;,a.:..···· H n""" 1~ . ' 

Magi No • 16 o 4 6 7 5 6 O 4 

DOE __yes ~no 

··;------------------------------------~-----
·1. nName {indicate pref err~d name) 

Thompson House 

street & number 15 3 O':L1llia.a y Grc:n.re.--.~:1:-,.----------------=--=-n-o_t _fo_r·-=-p_u_b_llc_· a_tl_o_n 

:~.ity, town G_e1 thershurg _vicinity of 

istate county .. 
ion 

;Categoey Own~r~~fp Status 
: ___ ,d,strlc~ - pu*llc _;_occupied 
·-buildlng(s) l prlyate ~··ur'iciccupled 
.-' s~ructure , ·• · · both. . • ' . ~ wor~ _In progl"eSS 
··- site : >it»ubH.c ~cquisitioli.. . q' ""Cbdtssstble ! ' i . • 

~--object _· _ .. in 1process .; : 'i -, -i · ·yes! ftitrlcted _ . 
~ -"-~beingtcon~ldpred ·o~. : c-·"··-'Yes: unr~strlcted 
~ __ not app1ic~l>t! 0i,,.; ~no ... . . . 

congressional district 

Present Use 
___ agrlculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
_ ente'rtainmer1t 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park j • 

_ private re~idence 
-.- religious 1

1 

-.scientific: 
_ transportation 
_other: · :4. ·Owner of. ·prt)pittS'. _· (gi~e ~ames and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Shady Grove . Deyel apment Corpora t1 o:n 

street&number 1,3001 River 11.d. telephone no.: 

I ' , ,c '~'1,\f;:r' '• > ' • ' j•' ,fJ ,I ' ,. ' ' 11 ' • 1- ' ' i·i' ' 

courthouse, reglstry'of deeds, etc. Mont:. Co. cbufthouse liber 568~ 

folio 819 street & number 

state Md. 

Historical Surveys 

title MNCPPC Historic 81 tes Inventory 

:date 1976 _federal _ _x_ state _x_ county •- local 

.--.,posltory for survey records Park Historian's Office 
-~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-

:ttv. town 
Rockville 

state 
r.:d .. 



' . 
(Check One) 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent b Good 0 Foir 0 Deteriorated 0 ·Unexposed 

--------------,,-------~-=--__:_ ____ __. 0 Ruina 

(Check One) (Check One) 

ij\) Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved IMJ Ori9inol Site 
1-D_E_S_C_R_I El_E_T_H_I!_. _l>_.R_E_S E_N_T_> ·~ D 0 RIG IN AL (It known) PH v !Ill c A I. App EAR AH c E 

The house is a two story, frame building, now covered 

with stucco. Across the main (east) five bay facade is a 

two story porch. Above the porch is a central gable with 

arched window. At either end are large, internal brick 

chimneys; on the south end a window frame and opening reveals 

the brick stack. The central door has a stained transom 

light; the flanking windows are 2/2 double hung sash opening 

to the level of the porch. 

To the west is a 1-1/2 story wing with 6/6 double hung 

window sash. 
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'1' 

· :'lod A,.as of IJgnificanc~heck and JustlfJ beSow 
-·'-J1rehlstoric _. archeology-prehistoric -·community p!annll'IQ _landscape architecture- religion 

__ 1400--1499 _. im:heology-hlstoric _conservation , _ law _science 
.. Hi0~1599 ~ agrlcult1.1re ·-. -... eco~omlps _literature _sculpture 

1 so0::.1699 · _:_architecture _education . 
1 

- ml!itary · -·social/ '1 

__ 1700-1799 _. art -. .-. ~nS:Jlneerln!J .. .. · . - mutic humanitl'Jirlan 
-" 1soo'.:>la99 ' -~commerce . _r_·' 11exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater ! ' 
_,_ 1900- -·- communications ~· _ !ndustry _ politics/government _ transpo~atiorl 

_Invention ~ _ othet (si)eclfy) 

, ! .·, 'I 

Builder/ Al'chltect 
·--. --·-~---------...,..---"----:------------------------_,. 

,Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B C D -··-
A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: _.national state, ._._local 

G 

'' , 

.spare ·both a summary paragraph or s:igrd .. hcance and a g-erleral statement of history .$.nd 
:;i;iort. 'I \ 

.. The Tho.tnp~c:m farmhouse is a circa~ 1880 vernacular Victorian 
dwelline; wh1ch•\f9llows ~he tyYical s.t1:H.ng of houses bu11 t in the 
Gai ther~burg ~~~a d.uri~ >'t:l'lf:: 1$.tefc· Walt of the: nineteenth century. 
CharaQter1sts' of the "Ga:tther;:ibµ.rg" hous~1nclude a rectangular 
.m.a~11 ol..o'ck us1:':ally 5 :x 2, ~l~' :·w1 tn. a cent'er gable ~nd a porch 
across ~p.e facade. Man1. of ; :t.h~Jll. •. such, a~ . t.he Thompigon house. 
we:re .. con'structed of rr•e a,nj'3.;',,:1ater covered w1 th stucco, some­
what updatin~ 1 ts ~ppea~ence 'as was US'Q~ll;y the< in~epi:,~on. 011 

~ the .. ~whole however. this.,house 1seems to:''!have retained~.1ts nine-
teenth century arch1 tect\lal c.haracteritsts. A unique feature of 
the Thol!lpson h()use is t.n~ t'Wo tier~d pqrch which covers both the 
facade and the north sf(i~· Unfort\lnatEily, fire did damage to this 
ho~$e a year or. so ago '~d. the now abandoned house will· require : 
attention in the near future if 1t is to remain standing. 

In March of 1~72, A,masa and Mary Hough pur~hased 60 acres 
of tracts of l~d refer~fd to i£lS "Jiobson' s Choice er and "ronclusion" 
from Braden E. Fox of Loundon Count;ir, Ve.. for $l,38q.,.77. They 
built a log hom~ ori the property sometime between 1872 and 1876.2 
This early house ts now the r~ar kitchen wing of the present house • .3 
The Hough~ added the pr1$sentma1n block sometime between 1878 
and 1885. . . . . 

) ' ' , I ~ 1 ' ' (~ 

In l893, Henry and ;JU'):n1e Raff,' who had purchased the house 
from 'the Hougns in 1888., ::a.~taul ted on their mortgage and the pro­
perty WS:,s sold,., :It was,J;h~r.t d~s.c:r1bed. as a 60 acre. farm "well 

. w~t~red i~d in:·~.:hi.gh s'tEif;~ ,9f .. cu~1t.$v,tt9n." It wa~ improved by 
a ·~~plendid" two stpry frapie • f 1fteel'li .. ~~9m house w1 th upper and 

·. lower porches on the front' and side ot~ ·the house. Also on the 
property were.two large barns, _a 11ew bank barn. hen house and 
other outbuildings~ The notice of saJ.e. went on to say that "the 
.location (bounded on two sid~s .. by pu'bl1c roads, only ope and a 
halt miles from the Derwood B&O station and not far from Rockville), 
condition and improvements, of tl'l~s f:a,rm·make· 1t one of the most 

/-·es1rable small farms in the county.u.S · Later, in 1912, the proper- 6 ..;y was again sold at a mortgagee• s sale and was simllarly desc:r"l.bed. 



Continuatio111 Sheet 

The house was purchased in February of 1927 by Arthur and Jose­
phine Thompson of Rockville who raised cattlet pigs and chickens on 
the property. 7 They sold 1 t to the Stecklein. family in July of 1942. 8 
The Steckleins kept a caretaker on the place, using it themselves 
only in the su.mmers.9 In 1981 they sold the property to the Shady 
Grove Development Corporation. 10 The entire area, including the 
Thompson Farm, ls now slated for intense commercial development. 

1 Deed .EBP 9/Jl2. Mont. co. Land Records. 
2 Mont. co. Comm* Tax Asses Bks •• 1866-1894. 

Jconversation with Betty Farrah (formerly Stecklein), 5/BJ. 

4Mont. Co. Comm. TaX-'Asses. Bks., 1866-1894. 

5need JA 9/478, Mont. Co. ~and Records, and Equity#l057, Ja lJ/340. 

6Equ1ty #2817, Mont. Co. Judgement Rec. JBL 12/21). 

?need 41 8/469, Mont. Co. Land Records, and Betty Farrah. 

Sneed 880/444, Mont .. co. Land Records. 
0 "'Betty Farrah. 

10need 5684/819, Mont. Co. Land Records. 
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state i 

~11 • 
. name/title . 

' street &1.:f'lumber 

::city optown 
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M#20-1s 

MA..~YLAND HISTORICAL - TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINl\TION FORM 
for the r NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON' 

ANDI OR HISTORIC: 

Thompson House 

STREET AND NUMBER• 

Shady Grove Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Gaithersburo 
STATE 

_ _ _ MarY,land 
IS.< CLASSff!CATfOtf 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District f!iil Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Obiect 

0 Public 

0 Privoto 

0 Both 

OWNERSHiP 

Public Acq.,isition: 

0 In Proceu 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check On" or More a9 Apprcpr/t;;te) 

ljiJ Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial ~ Private Residence 

0 Educolionol 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Erltertainmenf: 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

-__ :-< __ :::::.- .•/: -: .. _ .. -"·-- ___ ·:: .. ___ -

' ' 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 p,..,.,.,,~.,.,.. work 

in pF011i~iltJ'S 

0 Tronsportati<>ri 

0 Other (Sped#y) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUB.UC 

Yss: 

0 Reatrict<td 

D Un<Htficted 

ftilJ No 

0 Comments 

:z il_LOWNER -OF PROPERTY' -:--•- :-·- /_ --- ___ -< \>···:,·: < > <L-- \ ---·-----·----··-· 

w 
LU 

...... WNER"S NAME! 

C. E. Stecklein 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

c-ouRTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBt.R: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE 

Rockville Maryland 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Fed&rol 0 Stat" 0 County 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMl!il£R: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

. ---- ' _, _____ .,,_)<-~,, 

0 Local 

PS - 709 



C::ONDlTION 
0 E~ce!!ent 

ij\J A It<> red 

0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unchered 

(Ch., ck. One) 

0 · Detuioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# -ID ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARio\N.CE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Ur.exposed 

(Ch.,ck O:ie) 

.O Moved !ID Original Sile 

The house is a two story, frame building, now covered 

with stucco. Across the main (east) five bay facade is a 

two story porch. Above the porch is a central ·gable with 

arched window. At either end are large, intern~l brick 

chimneys; on the south end a window frame and opening reveals 

the brick stack. The central door has a stained transom 

light; the flanking windows are 2/2 double hung sash opening 

to the level of the porch. 

To the west is a 1-1/2 story wing with 6/6 double hung 

window sash. 
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S~GNlf}CM-iCi; .· ·.· >·: 
PEfUOO (Chock Onl8 or More "" Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check On<> or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Archit.cture 0 Lond$cape 

0 Art Architocture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 
~ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. 

- .. .. 

0 18th c.,nlury 0 20th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urbon Plonnirig 

0 Religion/Phi- 0 Oth"r (Speclty) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

ita-rion . 
0 Theater 

' 0 Tronspor.tation 

PS - 7011 
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··:,;;;;:: 
... ;_·_· >~...,..::~; :· .:: ·. ' .. 

fl~~ (.;t;OORAPt!ICAL DATA < + · 
LATITUDE-~A~N-0-"L-O~N-G--~.T-U~O~E-C-0~0-R~O~l~N~A~T~E~S;...;.;_;;'""41~-·~·r-~c......"'"-~~L~A~TAIT~U"-'-'-O~E-A_N..;._P-L~O~N~G-l~T~U~O~E""-"C~O~O~R~D~l~N~A~T~E-S..c.-.~;~ 

O!;:FINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CE'lTER PO.INT OF A PROPERTY 
~~~--..~~~~~~~~~.......,-~~~~~~~~~~Rr-~~~~~~0-F~.L_e:_s_s~T-H'~ArN~T-E_N_-_A_c:_R_E~S~--~~~~4 
CORNER 

~ 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S..co,.ds Degrees Minutas Seconds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

~"' 9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
OR GANI ZA TION 

1-1'..NCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgl-a Av~=n~u=e=-~~~~~~---.---~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.-~----t 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STA TE I 

.......J~S~1~·=1~v~e~r:.._;S:-;:..i::P~r;i~n~g::1-~~~~~--~~~~~~..._,M_a:i;;:;t._l~a~n~d,.__~~~~~~--~~.__~......., 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use o_n. __ l_..y._)'"---------·-

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local O 

Signature 

Vt 
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m 
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l\/li ''"J 
THE I r -~ :- r: y ! !: , : ~ -; : r. TI c N fd_ r. ,I\ r IT/\ L 

H:20-1z 
P/\RV. !·r!'.I PLf1r:r·Jlr!G COt!iMISSIOhl 

r: 

,~-'.--' 

r~r _____ __J 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See c or resp on den ce date d ____ A_u_:g_u_s_t __ 1_s...;,_1_9_8_3 _______ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

M: 20/18 Thompson House 

To make a finding as to whether the above resource will be 
included in the Master Plan. If not included, the resource 
may be removed from the Locational Atlas. 



!''Vii ''"J 
THE 1 r.~::DY[ ::}:ri-r~r.TtON/\L r.~r!Tl\L P/:i.RV. r·.::~ PLr,r.:r,11r·!G COMM1ss1or\! 

r: 
... - ' ,__ _.._ 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See correspondence dated September 28, 1983 ~~~~~~~~~~~~...:...~~~~~~~ 

ACTION TAKEN 

M: 20/18 Thompson House 

The site was found not to warrant designation on the Master 
Plan. It was removed from the Locational Atlas. 



l 
.. I 

\1l '',"< 
''''I"""' TH~ 1 ~.~!r'.·~ '"'.'~···'·' '-'"'' ..... t •.• . . .. 

r---. -
' ' --r =-· / ·r. __ 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

see correspondence dated,~~M_a_y __ 1_6~'-1_9_8_4~~~~~~~~~ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The following area sites were reviewed either as part of this Plan or at previous 
public hearings and were found not suitable for regulation under the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance. This Plan recommends their removal from the Locational Atlas. Although 
removed from the Locational Atlas these sites will remain on the Maryland Historical 
Trust's Invento~ of State Historical Resources. 

* 

** 

Site No. 

20/1 
20/2 
20/3 
20/5 
20/6 
20/7 
20/8 
20/9 
20/10 
20/11 
20/12 
20/13 
20/14 
20/15 
20 16 

*2 /1 
20 19 
20/20 
20/22 
20/23 

*20/24 
20/25 
20/26 
20/27 
20/29 

*20/30 

Name 

Remus Dorsey Tenant House** 
Dorsey Cemetery 
Shaw Cemetery 
Snouffer Schoolhouse 
Urah Bowman House** 
Day Farm Barns** 
Emory Grove Camp Meeting Grounds 
Emory Grove Methodist Episcopal Church 
MINERAL SPRING HOUSES 
SYLVESTER THOMPSON'S STORE 
FIELD'S KING FARM 
WATKINS FARMHOUSE 
Peters House/Monument View Hill 
Gaither/Howes House-· 
Heater/Crown Farm 
THOMPSON HOUSE** 
Windy Knoll Farm 
Hunting Hill Church 
Hunting Hill Store and Post Office 
Ward/Garrett Cemetery 
Mills House 
Briggs Farm Ill** 
BRIGGS FARM 112** 
Pleasant View Church** 
Woodlands Site and Smokehouse 
RAILROAD UNDERPASS 

Planning Board 
Hearing Date 

4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
6/17/82 
9/25/80 
7/5/83 - 7/6/83 
7/5/83 - 7/6/83 
4/12/84 
4/12/84 
4/12/84 
4/12/84 
7/22/82 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
10/9/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83- 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83_ 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
1/20/83 
7/24/80 
4/12/84 
6/17/82 
4/5/83- 4/6/83 
4/12/84 

Recommended for designation by the Montgomery County Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

No longer standing. 





NAME / ha!hf.JJcJ;- /lvus e (S"rrJ!Ju.etN) •21ri~ 
LOCATION W '511>£ S"90Y Qi:N£ t!'cJ- ~dC~Y1u~ !ti. 
FACADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN 'i/2"/'J'/ l'IDW~ 


