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INDIVl:DUAL PROPERTY/ DISTRICT 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTBRNAL NR- BLIGIBILITY RBVIBW PORK 

Property /District Name: .M ... i ... l"'l"'s"""""'H""o-.u=s_e=----------------- Survey Numher:M:20-24 

Project: I-270/US 15 Multimodal Study, Montgomery and Frederick Co. Agency:SHA 

Site visit by MHT Staff: ~no _ yes Name -~~~~~~~~~~~ Date ~~~~~~~~ 

Eligibility recommended ~ Eligibility no t recommended ~ 

Criteria: __ A __ B __ c __ D Considerations: __ A __ B _ c _ D _ E _ F _ G _ None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

The Mills House, located east of I-270 and southwest of Gaithersburg in Montgomery County, 
is not considered eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Mills House is a large, frame American four-square-type dwelling which was once part of 
the Mills family farm. The house is set upon a low foundation and is covered with a hipped 
roof with four hipped dormers on center of each slope of the roof. The house is two bays-by
two bays, defined by pairs of windows in each bay. A one-story, partial wrap-around porch 
identifies the south elevation as the main facade of the house. 

The Mills house survives as a good, local example of an American four-square-type house, but 
lacks the architectural distinctiveness and integrity to qualify it for listing on the 
ational Register of Historic Places under Criterion C. In particular, the widow's walk, 

,.thich once capped the hipped roof, is missing. The property is not known to have 
associations with persons or events significant to our past and thus does not qualify for 
listing under Criteria A or B. The property was removed from the Locational Atlas for 
Montgomery County by the M-NCPPC in 1.983. 

8 (){_ olN~ 

\ Sl~AJI~ J>:t.10 .(;'·Je,s 
Documentation on the property/district is presented in:MHT Inventory Files 

Prepared by:Michael F. Dwyer. M-NCPPC. MHT form (1974). 

Kimberly Prothro Williams September 20 , 1.996 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

NR program concurrence: .l:,. yes 

{J,,~i?.JJ4"\~m 
no not 

( Date 



Survey No. =M~:=2~0_-~2~4"-----~ 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

__ x_ Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 

___ x_ Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 

Environmental Adaptation 

v. Resource Type: 

Category: Buildin 

Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): =D~o~m~e=s~t=i=·~c~/=S~i=n~g~l=e=-=D~w~e=l~l=i=·=n~g~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Known Design Source: 



J{p04/3!570AJ 

M #20-24 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Mills House 
AND/OR COMMON 

~~,_,------~----------------------~--~~~--~--~~..-~--~------~~----~-------~-
0LOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

Muddy Branch Road, at Rte. 270 
CITY. TOWN 

Gaithersburg 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 
_jpusuc 
{PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

_ VICINITY OF 

lTATUS 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

CATEGORY 

~STRICT 
-BUILO.INGISI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT. 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

ACCESSIBLE. 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

t..es: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Geraldine & Fitzhugh Clark 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _pJm. 
_EDUCATIONAL .Y(~;~A TE REStPENCT 

_ENTERTAINMENT -REt,lGIOUS 

. _GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTFUAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: · 

-SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

STATE , zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rockville 
STATE 

Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN-

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



.. BnESCRIPTIOl'~ 

_EXCELLENT 

_._GOOD 

../__FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-):iNAlTEFIEO 

~LT!:REO 

C.JfECKONE 

..,/ORIGINAL SJTE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYS!CALAPPEARANCE 

This is a square, Colonial Revival, frame house with a 
hip roof. There are large dormers on each of the roof 1s four 
sides o The roof has a flat peak 1 which indicates a balustrade 
or "Widow 1 s Walk" may have capped the stru.cture at one time. 
There is an open, one-story porch that wraps around the main 
(south) facade and SE corner. T:ri.ere is a central door on this 
facade, with a transom light. There are two sets of double 
windows on the second storye 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSA..>tY 



D SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOuY-PREHJSTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHlTECTURE _?EUGlONI 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SC;E!'.CE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURe -ECONOMICS _UTERAiURE _$CvU'i1..;?E 

_1500-1599 -ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _$QCAL:Hi..iMAMTARIAN 

_1700-1799 ---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _Tr<E;l..1~'1' 

_yS;00-1899 _CQMM ERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ T?.:.NS?C'1TAT!ON. 
I . 

::!...190-0- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _PQLITICSIGOVERNMENT _o;;-;:,"t SPEOFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although this was the Mills farm over 100 years ago~ the 
present house reflects the agricultural affluence that peaked 
during the early 20th Century in Gaithersburg. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_jMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~A'RATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

IIf]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

_ , 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOU!'>IDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 8/20/74 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
CITY OR TOWN 

Silver Spring Marv lai.'1.d 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Se9tion 181 K:;., 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for inforl"....ation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

see correspondence dated.~~M_a_y~1_6_'~1_9_8_4 __ ~~~~~~~~ 

ACTION TAKEN 

. The ~ollowing area sites were reviewed either as part of this Plan or at previous 
public hearings and were found not suitable for regulation under the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance. This Plan recommends their removal from the Locational Atlas. Although 
removed from the Locational Atlas these sites will remain on the Maryland Historical 
Trust's Inventory of State Historical R~sources. 

* 

** 

Site No. 

20/l 
20/2 
20/3 
20/5 
20/6 
20/7 
20/8 
20/9 
20/10 
20/11 
20/12 
20/13 
20/14 
20/15 
20/16 

*20/18 
20/19 
20/20 
20/22 

~~ 
20/25 
20/26 
20/27 
20/29 

*20/30 

Name 

Remus Dorsey Tenant House** 
Dorsey Cemetery 
Shaw Cemetery 
Snouffer Schoolhouse 
Urah Bowman House** 
Day Farm Barns** 
Emory Grove Camp Meeting Grounds 
Emory Grove Methodist Episcopal Church 
MINERAL SPRING HOUSES 
SYLVESTER THOMPSON'S STORE 
FIELD'S KING FARM 
WATKINS FARMHOUSE 
Peters House/Monument View Hill 
Gaither/Howes House-· 
Heater/Crown Farm 
THOMPSON HOUSE** 
Windy Knoll Farm 
Hunting Hill Church 
Hunting Hill Store and Post Office 
Ward/Garrett Cemetery 
Mills House 
Briggs Farm f11 ** 
BRIGGS FARM 112** 
Pleasant View Church** 
Woodlands Site and Smokehouse 
RAILROAD UNDERPASS 

Planning Board 
Hearing Date 

4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
6/17/82 
9/25/80 
7/5/83 - 7/6/83 
7/5/83 - 7/6/83 
4/ 12/84 
4/12/84 
4/12/84 
4/12/84 
7/22/82 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
10/9/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/ 5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83-
1/20/83 
7/24/80 
4/12/84 
6/17/82 
4/5/83 - 4/6/83 
4/12/84 

Recommended for designation by the Montgomery County Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

No longer standing. 





NAME ~;2.o-2..4- VV\lU....~ ~SS 

LOCATION Mu.Ot)L\ ~Q...fi~ <2-D. -\- ~o S, q~\11~12-S&.l.Qq, 
FACADE ~ l'Ylf"d-. 

PHOTO TAKEN ~/':2..D(?<{- ~ . G.W<_\£.Q_ 


