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HOC Public Hearing 

HOC Decision/Date Withdrawn - December 1 z, 19+ 

Resolution No. I ----:_t 

FOR DESIGNATION OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED BELOW AS A: 

I HISTORIC SITE I HISTORIC RESOURCE 

JD NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic 
Bowman Mill 

And/Or Common 

0 LOCATION 

Address 
3" / '9 £( Diamond A venue 

HISTORIC D!STRICT 

PLEASE FURNISH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPERTY{IES) 
PROPOSED FOR DESIGNATION: 

SUBDIVISION 
DISTRICT SUBDIVISION NA~vlE CODE LOT/BLOCK ACRES/FEET TRACT NAM 

Parcel 33 
9 Tax Map FT-361 32,175 sq. ft. 

9 

9 

9 

Continue on separate sheet. 



m CLASS!FICA TION {11:d.{ -/53 
(Circle one in each column) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

I Occupied I I Commercial l Public Agriculture Military 

I Private I Unoccupied. Educational Park Government 

Both Work in Entertainment Industrial Tr anstJorta ti on 
progress 

Public Acquisition Assessible Residence Museum Scientific 
in Process I Yes: Restricted I Other: 

Being Considered Yes: Unrestricted 

No 

El OWNER OF PROPERTY 

Name: Telephone No. 

Street &. Number 

City, Tovm State Zip 

m LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Courthouse, Registry of Deeds, etc. Liber II: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
Folio II: 

Street &. Number 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

City, Town State Zip 

- -- -

IIJ IS PROPERTY _.URRENTLY ON NATIONAL OR STATE REGISTER? If so, complete. No 

Title 

Date 

Depository for 
Survey Records 

City, Town 

.m DESCRIPTION 

Federal 

Physical Condition (circle one) 

Excellent Fair 

\Good] Deteriorated 

State County 

State 

Ruins Unaltered 

I Altered I 

Local 

Zip 

I Original Site ) 

Moved 



Describe the present and original (if lm0wn) exterior physical appearance. 
" 

The· main building is a three-story rectangular stpucture of concrete block with a 
gabled standing seam tin roof. There are exposed raft_ers in the eaves with verges pro
jecting. The window and door surrounds are brick with. a wide brick arch above. There 
are large dormers on the left and right front facade covered in standing seam tin. The 
right bay dormer is two stories with access at its mid-point to a catwalk. The standing 
seam tin catvyalk extends out approximately 25 feet from the building to a grouping of 
four silos. The catwalk appears to be of frame construction and may have been covered 
with tin at a later date. 

The silos are each approximately 14 feet in diameter and each rests on a twelve
sided cement base. They are presently covered in concrete. 

There are two extensions to the main buildings. The right addition is one story with 
a second story false front with a standing seam tin shed roof projecting from it. There is 
a double door wooden loading bay with the same brick surrounds as the main building. 

The left addition is a two-story structure with a one-story ell projecting forward. 
The roof is covered in asphalt shingles and the windows and loading bays do not have the 
same brick surrounds as the main structure. The one-story ell has a low corbel capped 
chimney on the left front flat roof. 

A standing seam tin canopy separates first and second floor level on the main 
building and left addition. 

··3-



SIGNIFICANCE 

Areas of Significance - check and justify below 

Period 

Prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

. 1800-1899 
@:QO- I 

A rcheology-prehis tor ic 
Archeology-historic 
Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art 
Commerce 
Communications 

Specific Dates 
194 

Statement of Significance 

Community Planning 
Conservation 
Economics 
Education 
Engineering 
Exploration/ 

Settlement 
[Tiid@ii'.j 

Builder/ Architect 

Landscape 
Architecture 
Law 
Literature 
Military 
Music 
Philosophy 
Politics/ 

Government 

Religion 
Science 
Sculpture 
Social/Human! tar i<' · 
Theater 
Transportation 
Other 

(specify) 

The Bowman Mill is a significant visual landmark in. the City of Gaithersburg and 
was an important early 20th century link between Gaithersburg's agricultural community 
and the railroad. . . 

. The mill itself operated until the 1960's, but the original building was lost to fire 
in the early 1940's and rebuilt shortly thereafter. The present building is typical of such 
milling operations with its "tall grain silos and overhead catwalk. 

The entire compfox as a whole represents an established and familiar visual 
feature of the City and, while its components lack individual distinction, it represents 
a significant 8.nd distinguishabJe entity. 

{Sec. 24-225, 2(d)(e) 

-4-
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SURROUNDING Ll\ND USES 

Residential - ~partments 

East Commercial 

South Railroad Tracks 

Commercial 

[£1 INFORMATION SOURCES 

County Land Records 

@I ATTACHMENTS 

Exterior Black and White Views 

Two (2) Location Maps - scale l" = 200' 

-5-



THE IJOWM,AN MILL 

f1.'11-153 
§ 24-225 Gaithersbllrg Chy Code 

Historjc district. A historic resource or group thereof wh:ich contri
butes to the historical; archHectural, nrchaeol,ogicr•l or cultural values within 
the city and 'Nhich has been so designated by the historic district commission. 

Historic district commission, commission. The mayor and city council 
acting in- the capacity of such commission and whose members shall serve terms 
coextensive with their term of office. 

Historic resource. A site or group of sites, buildings, structures or 
objects, including appurtenances and environmental setting, which is signi
ficant in national, state or local history, architecture, archaeology or culture, 

Historic site." Any individual historic resource that is significant and 
contributes to the historical, architectural, archaeological or cultural values 
within the city and which has been so designated by resolution of the historic 
district commission. 

Permit. A historic area work permit issued by the historic district com
mission authorizing work on a designated historic site or a historic resource 
located within the city. 

Planning commission. The planning commission for the city. (Ord. No . 
0-12-,81.) 

Sec. 24-225. pes~gnation of historic districts and historic sites; criteria. 

(a) The historic district commission on its own motion or by petition 
of a property owner of record or the planning commission may, after prescribed 
notice and public hearing, designate by resolution historic districts, historic 
resources and historic sites in the city, which shall thereafter be subject to the 
provisions of this article and any rules and regulations promulgated by the 
commission. 

(b) Notice of the public hearing shall be by posting of an appropriate 
sign on the proposed site and publication in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation in the city at least once, not less than fifteen days prior to the hear
ing. 

(c) In considering historic resources for designation as historic dis-
tricts and historic sites, the historic district commission shall apply the follow
ing crite:da: 

(1) Historical and cultural significance. The historic re-
source: 

a. Has character, interest or value as part of the de-
velopment, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city, county, state or 
nation; 

264.18 
Supp. #8, 9-81 



M: JJ-153 
§ 24-226 Zoning § 24-226 

b. Is the site of a significant historic event; 

c. Is identified with a person or a group of persons 
who influenced society; or 

d. Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, politi-
cal or historic heritage of the city and its communities. 

(2) Architectural and design significance, The historic re-
source: 

a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period or method of construction; 

b. Represents the work of a master; 

c. Possesses high artistic values; 

• d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; 

~e. Represents an established and familiar visual fea-
ture of the neighborhood, community or city due to its singular physical charac
teristic or landscape; or 

f. Embodies design, setting, materials, workmanship 
and ambience to the city's sense of time, place and historic development. 

(d) Prior to the conduct of a public hearing on the designation of a his-
toric district or histodc site and the issuance of a historic area work permit, 
the planning co.mmission and the city planning department shall investigate, 
research· and submit;findings and recommendations to the historic district com
mission on each request'. (Ord. No. 0-12-81.) 

Sec. 24-226. Historic preservation advisory committee. 

The mayor and council of the city are authorized to create by resolution 
a historic preservation advisory committee consisting of five members appointed 
for three-year terms with the inifo>J appointments staggered, so that no more 
than any two of the appointments shall expire each y :":!ar. The committee shall 
have powers, duties and responsibilities as may hereafter be designated by 
resolution of the mayor and council. (Ord. No. 0-12-81.) 

264.19 
Supp. #8, 9-81 
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CITY OF GAITHERSBURG: 

March 25, 1983 

Ms. Sally Riskin 
6904 Loch Lomond Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Dear Ms. Riskin:.· 

31 SOUTH SUMMIT AVENUE TELEPHONE: 948-3220 · 
GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20877 

As you h.Ttow, the City of Gaithersburg is considering inclusion of your property at 317 · E. 
Diamond Avenue under the provisions of the Citys Prese1·vation of Historic Resources !· . . · 

Ordinance. 

Your p~operty has been Chosen as one of the first five (5) to be considered for local : . 
designation because of its obvious importance, both historically and architectw-ally, to 
the heiitage of our City. 

I have enclosed a copy of the City's Historic Preservation Ordinance. As you ·will note, 
the Ordinance only addresses the exterior of: ·your building and is not· 1'estrictive in · · 
terms of paint color or ordinary maintenance. The Ordinance was designed to bestow 
honor and importance upon a tuilding rather than to ~ause hardship of any type. 

The procedure for designation is a simple one. A legal advertisement <L"11WW1cing the, 
public hearing will appear in(I £ocal newspaper 15 days in advance of the hearing. The 
property will also be posted with hearing information. . At the pr1blic hearing, the 
Mayor and City Council, sitting· cs the Historic District Commission, will hear 
testimony concerning the historic importance of your property by the Historic Pre
servation Advisory Committee. This will also be an opportunity for the property owner 
and interested parties to testify. After consideration of the public record the Historic 
District Commission will then make a decision on each application. 

If you have any questions concernihg the procedure or the Ordinance, pleasa feel free 
to contact me at 948-3220. 

We are proud to have your property as part of our City, and look forward to its in
clusion as a local historic site. 

, 
Sincerely yours, 

~ . . Q'-~ 
~~~~\~ 
Linda Michael 
Planning A:ialyst 

LM/pw 



ROGER W. TITUS 

PAUL T. GLASGOW 

WILLIAM J. ROBERTS 

HAND DELIVERED 

Distribution: M & C 9/19/83 ·1 
L. Michael 9/15/83 M o//-/S 3 

TITUS 0.. GLASGOW 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

502 SUBURBAN BANK BUILDING 

255 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET 

POST OFFICE BOX 1906 

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850 

September 15, 1983 

TELEPHONE: (301) 340-9700 

Hon. Bruce Goldensohn, Mayor f'l[T1 Of GAITHERSBURG 
and ~ 

Members of the City Council 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg, Maryland, 20877 

Re: Designation of Bowmans Mill, 
317 East Diamond Avenue, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland, As An 
Historic Site 

/-' Dear Mayor Goldensohn and Members of the Council: 

Please be advised that the_ undersigned represents Helen D. 
Bowman. In that regard, Mrs. Bowman has directed to my attention 
a resolution proposing to designate the above-referenced property 
as an historic site. 

As the present holder of a mortgage on the property, Mrs. 
Bowman is a real party in interest with respect to these proceed
ings. As such, Mrs. Bowman is understandably concerned with the 
impact and appropriateness of designating this property as an 
historic site under the provisions of the City's Zoning Ordinance. 
Since this matter has only recently come to Mrs. Bowman's atten
tion, and since we have been advised that the property is being 
actively marketed for sale, we would respectfully request that 
the record on this matter be held open for forty-five (45) days 
subsequent to the public hearing on September 26, 1983. This ex
tension will not only enable us to properly evaluate the proposed 
designation of the property as an historic site, but would also 
afford prospective purchasers of the property additional time to 
conclude their contract negotiations, as well as their review of 
this proposal. 

Mrs. Bowman will be present at your hearing on this matter 
on September 26, 1983, to reaffirm the request contained in this 
letter. In addition, we would also request that this letter be 
made part of the record of these proceedings. 

---------------------~~,, ~--~ .. -~---~---------



Page Two 

Your favorable consideration of our request to keep the record 
open for an additional forty-five (45) days beyond September 26, 
1983, is greatly appreciated. 

PTG/h 
cc: Mrs. Helen D. Bowman 

Gaithersburg Granary, Inc. 
Dunhill Associates 
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Gaithersburg B&O Railroad Station 
5 S. Summit Ave. 
M-21- /S/ 
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