
:.:>urvey ho. 

M: 21-158 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic The Severance Honse 

and/or common The Sal vat inn ArmyCgmm1mj ty Ho115p 

2. Location 

street & number 202 South Summit Avenue 

city, town Gaithersburg 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district __ public 
Z buildlng(s) ~private 
__ structure _ both 
__ site 
__ object 

Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Statys 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
_. _ government 
__ .industrial ' 

' -· · _ military 

9th 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
~religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of !!.!.!. owners) 

name The Salvation Army 

street & number 202 South Summit Avenue telephone no~: 301-869-8910 

city, town Gaithersburg state and zip code MD 20877 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Montgomery County Courthouse 8134 

liber 

street & number 
50 Courthouse Square 80 

folio 

city, town state 
Maryland Rockville 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

MNCP&P Atlas of Historic Sites M:21-2 •old Gaithersburg• 
title 

1976 
__ federal _ state · L county __ local date 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

···~-·-··-~---~---~-~-------------



... -~,---·------------
, 7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ .good. 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated __ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
V origlnal site 

__ moved date of move 

Survey No.M: 21-158 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SUMMARY 
The subject house, bui 1 t in 1903, faces east on South Summit 
Avenue, situated at the high point of •oeSellum'''S Hill• on a 
irregular pie-shaped near-acre lot shaded by mature trees. The 
house is ang.l ed on the lot to present its east front and north 
side to Frederick and Summit Avenues. In mass, the house is a 
late Victorian colonial revival: a large rectangle with a symmet
rical front facade articulated with decorative three-sided bays, 
hipped roof with dormers, extensive exterior porches, and a end
gab led rear kitchen and ut i 1 i ty wing. Once part of a five
structure Victorian enclave called •summit Park•, this .residence, 
the 1897 T.I. Fulks House at 208 South Frederick Avenue, and the 
1882 Ascension Ep·i·scopal Church remain. Th:itee· post.'-1930 houses 
and a new church building complete the block. 

DESCRIPTION 
The large rectangular five-bay by two-bay, 2-1/2-story frame 
house has both an end-gabled two-story kitchen wing and a sleep
ing porch on the rear facade, a two-story mitered bay on the 
south facade, and a one-story bay on the north. The pyramidal
hipped roof is clad with patterned metal shingles and drained by 
box gutters. There is a central gabled dormer with a small 1/1 
window on the east (front) and north slopes. The house rests on a 
brick foundation and has two interior corbeled brick chimneys on 
the main block and one in the gabled end of the kitchen wing. 
The exterior sheathing is wood-grained mortar-composition shin
gle applied over the original mater.ia.Js. ·Windows are 1/1 (one
over-one) wooden sashes. The ful I-width front ·porch has a 

•·seamed terne-plate metal roof supported:by tu~n~d pdsts connect
ed by'a plain stick and rail balustrade. The porch wraps around 
to the'bays dh each side and has been enclosed ion the south side. 

The addition of composition shingle siding and the partial enclo
sure of the porches are considered reversible and not significant 
alteration by U.S. Secretary of •Interiorr :Standards. Children's 
playground equipment is southeast of the house and a crushed rock 

·parking area is at the rear •of=-the :property, accessed by a drive
w~y on the north side from Summit Avenue • 

. 'I ·I . 

Facade Descriptions: 

The east (front> facade has three evenly-spaced windows on the 
second story. The five-bay £irst story has a central wood pan
eled door with one large light, and a window in each other bay. 

; ' '.I 
Continued on attachment 7.1 



. ~. Significance Survey No. M: 21-158 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and Justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_IL_ 1900-

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning _landscape architecture __ rellglon 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture ~economics __ literature __ sculpture 

v/archltecture __ education __ mllltary __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ Industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

_ Invention ~other (specify) 

local history 
Specific dates 1903;' Bu tide~/ Architect Builder Not Known 
check: Applicable Criteria: A B 0 D 

and/or I. f lr·•T'.· 1 :'l 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national ~state V""focal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. , i . f .. · 

Significance 
The late-Victorian Colonial revival house a:t · · 4202 1South Summit 
Avenue was constructed,. as' a 'spacious' hom~ in ·a family enclave 
and to convey the owner's prosperity and community status to 
passersby. Rosa Blanche Fulks Severance was the only daughter of 
Ignatius T. Fulks, a local businessman and landowner. Her hus
band, Frank B. Severance, was a prominent banker and civic lead
er. Mrs. Severance was the fourth generation of her family to 
reside on family lands in the Logtown-Summit Hall area. 

11ARYLAND HISWRICAL RESOURCES 11ANAGEl1ENT PLAN DATA: Attachment 8.3 

· '_, · ·~· : · History· and· Suppo:i-c· · ., ; '· · · · 
Ignatius.Thomas Fulks, great-grandson of .Bap:us fulks ~h? settled 
logtown in· the 1770s and his.'wi-f!e Elizabeth~ ·daughter of Samuel 
and Rebecca Swami ey GI oyd •of Log town \ !. purcha:sed the 163 acre 
Summit Hal 1 Farm from his -father's cousin·~ ·John· T~ · DeSel I um, on 
January 25, 1886 for $10,000:.· \g_ In May o-f 1889, Fulks,:had 
surveyor' Char 1 es J. Maddox survey I and on ·the' present South 
Summit Avenue ·west·· o-f Frederick Avenue and lay .out ·_streets and 
building lots as a subdivision to be named •summit Park•. \~ The 
subdivision plat was never legally recorded so •summit Park• now 
exists only on old maps and deeds. This land was primarily, but 
not exclusively, a Fulks famiJy enclave. 

In June of 1896, l.T~ ·and·1Elizabeth Fulks sold a 15,215 square 
foot lot in Summit Park to Mary DeHales Upton, a widow, -for $500. 
\1. Her connection, if any, with the Fulks or Severance -family is 
not known. In 1898, she bought another 16,159 square -foot lot -for 
$250 -from Fulks \§. and in 1899, she bought a strip o-f land 
<1,963 square -feet> from Edgar and Gertrude <Walker> Fulks. \~ 

: ' 1' ! I ' I '. ! ' ' ., • •l. 

Rosa Blanche was the only surviving daughter of Ignatius and 
Elizabeth Fulks. She married Frank Bridwell Severance of Washing
ton, D.C~ at her -family home on September 30, 1896. \~ 

Continued on Attachment 6.1 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M: 21-158 

Montgomery Cie>unty Land Records. Gaithersburg: The Heart o'f 
Montgomery County. Gaithersburg 1978. The Montgomery County 
Sentinel newspaper. 1894 Maddox Map o'f Gaithersburg. 1917 Klinge 
Real Estate Map of Mont Co. Mont Co Historical Society family filer 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 38, 438 square feet 
Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I. I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ..__I ~...___ ........ ! I.____.__._ __ ! oUJ I I I I 
E l._i_J I I .._I .....__.___._ _ _.._1 F LL_j I I I I 
G l._i_J I I ,__! ....__._~---' HLL_j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

pt lots 6.7,8 Summit Park- Parcel 4445 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Judy Christensen: Architectural History Services 

organization City o'f Gaithersburg, Maryland date 05/22/91 

street & number 31 S; Summit A venue telephone ( 301) 258-6300 

city or town Gaithersburg state Maryland 

. The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Architectural Description <continued): 
202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SURVEY NO. M: il-IS°g 
SECTION 7 PAGE 1 

The two-bay south facade has a two-story three-sided gabled bay on the 
west. The gable has a central small rectangular 1/1 window and the 
mitered bay has a window in each face, both stories. The second story 
east bay has one window. An enclosed portion of the front porch with 
three smaller 1/1 windows occupies the east bay, first story. 

The two-bay north facade has a window in each second story bay, and 
one in the west bay, first story. A mitered three-sided bay with one 
window on each side and a pair of central windows occupies the east 
bay. 

The west <rear> facade is complex with a two-story porch which is 
half enclosed on the second story (probably built as a sleeping 
porch>, and on the first story entirely enclosed and extended with a 
shed roof to form an entryway for the rear stairs. The north half of 
the second story porch has a door accessing the house. The south half 
is enclosed with a window centered on each side. The first story has a 
narrow window in the extreme north bay, and a central double door 
entry. A winding open stair accesses a mid-story exterior door on the 
e:<treme north, while a flight of stairs and a deck access the exterior 
double doors. The rear foundation is half above grade. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance/ History (continued>: 
202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SURVEY NO. M: 2f..,./5°g 
SECTION 8 PAGE 1 

Frank Severance was born May 15, 1875 in Washington, D.C. He was 
educated at Central High School and attended Spencer Business College 
before taking a job as a bookkeeper for the Gaithersburg Mi 11 ing and 
Manufacturing Co. in 1896. \~ In 1907 he was hired as teller of the 
First National Bank of Gaithersburg \~ and was cashier at his retire
ment in 1936. In 1929, Severance and other countians founded the 
Citizens Building and Loan Association which he served as a funding 
director then as Chairman of the Board until 1961 when he became 
Chairman Emeritus. \10 

In addition to his financial duties, Severance was a Gaithersburg Town 
Councilman from 1924 to 1932, a founder of the Gaithersburg Volunteer 
Fire Department, a member of the Montgomery County Historical Society, 
a founding member of the Forest Oak Chapter of the Knights of Py
thias, a charter member of the Gaithersburg Lions Club and an active 
member of Epworth Methodist Church.\!.!. 

In August of 1902, expecting their first child, the Severances bought 
lot •10 and parts of lots 9, 13, and 14 consisting of 1.1 acres total 
from her parents. \12 In February of 1903 the Severances bought two 
more pieces of land: all of lot •8 and the eastern 15 feet of lot •9 
<17,850 square feet total> and all of lot •7 (14,700 square feet>, the 
first point of which began at the southeast corner of Mrs. Upton's 
land. \13 According to information in Frank Severance's obituary in 
1963, he lived at 202 South Summit for •more than 60 years•, which 
dates 202 South Summit Avenue to 1902-1903. \14 

The house was planned and sited to accommodate the family of a pros
perous influential person. It was angled to face southeast so that 
the best view of the south and east facades were visible to passersby 
on Frederick and Summit Avenues. The house was designed in the modern 
and fashionable colonial revival style, a type that had a precedent in 
the 1895 Miller house which is now City Hall. It joined the large 
houses on spacious 1 ots that typified Frederick and South Summit 
Avenues and made it the pride of the town near the turn of the cen
tury. \ 15 

On February 27, 1906, Rosa purchased all of Mrs. Upton's property. \16 
and conveyed the eastern 15 feet of her lot •7 back to her father, \17 
perhaps for access to other properties. In 1910, it was discovered 
that the strip of land that Mrs. Upton bought in 1899 from Edgar 
Fulks had been also been included in a description of land conveyed 
by Edgar and Gertrude Fulks to Thomas Ignatius and Frances L. Fulks. 
To correct this, Fannie Fulks conveyed the piece along with addition
al land totaling 3087 square feet of land to Rosa Severance in 1911. 
\18. 

Continued on attachment 8.2 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST SURVEY NO . M: d..l- /srf 
SECTION 8 PAGE 2 STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Statement of Significance/ History <continued): 
202 s. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

It is possible that the Severances kept a residence in Washington in 
addition to their home in Gaithersburg. The Montgomery County Senti
nel of November 13, 1908 noted that the wedding of Raymond Gloyd and 
Rowena Fulks was held at •The summer home o'f Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. 
Severance, of Gaithersburg,• and their son, Frank A.F., graduated from 
Central High School in Washington. \19 However, Elizabeth Fulks' 
obituary August 30, 1907, lists her daughter Mrs. Frank Severance as a 
Gaithersburg resident. \20 

Rosa Blanche Severance died August 21, 1954 and Frank died August 10, 
1963. \21 The property was inherited by their children who also 
bought title to lot seven's 15 feet from the Fulks heirs. \22 

In 1966, The Vestry of Ascension Parish of the Protestant Episco
pal Church in the Diocese of Washington, a corporation organized 
under the Maryland Vestry Act of 1798 bought the land and premises 
from Katheryne and Frank A.F. Severance. \23 By the 1960s, Ascension 
Church had outgrown its church building and were using adjacent Victo
rian residences for space. The Severance house was the parish house 
for almost 20 years. 

By 1985, Ascension Church demolished two adjacent residential build
ings to build a larger church building. The Severance house was sold 
to Joseph C. and Mary A. Adams for $90,000. \24 The Adams sold the 
property for $145,000 in January of 1988 to The Salvation Army, the 
present owner. 

Footnotes: 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 

Gaithersburg: The Heart or Hontgomery County. 1978, 
City of Gaithersburg, Maryland. DeSellum genealogy, p. 349, 
Fulks genealogy, p. 361, and Gloyd genealogy, p.366. 
Montgomery County Land Record JAl/221 <1886). 
Land Records~ cit. 53/486 <1886). 
Ibid 
Land Records~ cit. TD4/97 (1898>. 
Land Records~ cit. TD12/278 <1899) 
Montgomery County Marriage License issued September 22, 1898 and 
noted in The Montgomery County Sentinel, September 30, 1898. 
Obituary of Frank B. Severance, Montgomery County Historical 
Society files. 
Sentinel September 13,1907. 
Obituary of Frank B. Severance The Washington Star August 
11?, 1963. Montgomery County Historical Society files. 
Obituary of Frank B. Severance: Montgomery County Historical 
Society "files. 
Land Records·~ cit. 188/135 <1902>. 
Land Records QR.:_ cit. TD24/407 (1903). 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance/ History (continued>: 
202 s. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SURVEY NO. M: d_f-/!)"g 
SECTION 8 PAGE 3 

14. Obituary of Frank B. Severance: Montgomery County Historical 
Society files. 

15. Sentinel Sept. 7, 1888. The paper reprinted a letter to the 
Baltimore Sun praising Gaithersburg's advancement. 

• The main street, which is nearly a mile long, is paved 
with brick and other streets with plank walks. There 
are a number OT handsome residences with large lawns in 
front, among them those of P.M. Smith, Jas. a.Trundle, 
Judge R.G. Dorsey, Dr. Etchison, Mr. Miller, Rev. Mr. 
Lodge and many others. Mr. Hill, real estate agent, 
and Prof. L.D. Lodge own pretty homes here.• 

16. Land Record~ cit. 190/425 C1906J. 
17. Land Record~ cit. 188/134 <1906). 
18. Land Record~ cit. 224/293 (1911>. 
19. Obituary of Frank A.F. Severance, May 1978. Montgomery County 

Historical Society Tiles. 
20. Sentinel ~ ~. August 30, 1907. 
21. Gaithersburg: The Heart o'f lfontgomery County ~ cit. p.364 
22. Land Record ~cit. 3072/575 <1963) and 3053/102 <1962> 
23. Land Record~ cit. 3596/237 (1966>. 
24. Land Record QR.:_ cit. 6723/19 <1985). 

===================================================================== 
MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC RESOURCES PLAN DATA 

===================================================================== 
Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental PeriodCs>: 
Industrial/ Urban Dominance A.D.1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Community Planning 

Resource Type: 
Category: Building 
Setting: Suburban 
Historic TUnction<s> 
Known Design Source: 

or use<s>: Domestic/Single Family/Residence 
None 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
History and Significance (continued>: 

SURVEY NO. M: ;J,f- /S"g 
SECTION 8 PAGE 4 

202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House ----------------· ____ , _________________________________________ _ 
The Montgomery County Sentinel, September 13, 1907. 
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Frank Severance Di~s, 
Banker, Civic Leader 
Frank Bridwell Severance, 

88, former board chairman of 
C1t1zens Savlnra and Loan M
i;oclatlon in Montgomery Coun
tr. d1~d early yesterday lo 
Galthersburr after a lenrthy 
mness 

Mr. Severance, who had been 
honorary chatnnan of thl' firm 
~ince his retirement two years 
a110 . was born and educated 
in Wa.shlntrton. and atLCnded 
the District of Celumbia Bus1-
ne6S Colle11e. 

His first employment was 
u bookkeeper of tbe Galthers
bun; Mlllmr and ManufacLur
lng Co.. In 1896. When the 
company went out of business 
:after a fire, Mr. Severance 
turned to bankJnr. and became 
.assistant easbter of the First 
!National iJank of Gaithersburg, • . 
no"' a brancb of the Suburban FR~ B. :S 
Trust Co, He became cashier ; · l' • 
ct the bank before his retire- taurht a men'a ble clau at 

) 

ment 1n 1936. Epworth Me~t Church. rilfiiilJRIL"lfiilfi"'uiiiiriilt'"1:ii 
In 1929, Mr. Severance Joined Mr. Severa ~eaYea • aon, 

'II croup of Montgomery Coun- Frank A. P ., f '.New Clinaan, 
tr cltluns In orraruzinr Cit!- Conn.; 8 daurbter, Mn. Kath-

eryne S. Porter, of the home 
zeru Savings and Loan, and address 202 South SummJt 
wa:; one of the orl~lnal mem- avenue'. OalthenbW'(, and 
bcrs ot the board. He became four irandchlldren. Bia wUe, 
chairman in 1952 at the ase the former Blanche Fulks, 
of 77 whom he married In 1897, died 

He served on the Town Coun- 1n 1954. 
cu of Oaltbenburr from 1824 Funeral 1ttVlces will be at ~opr.1 
U\ 1932, was one of the found- 2 p.m tomorrow at the Ep- uvDA.Ncz. ntANK HJDWl!LL. AJ

1
1, 

t h V I 

0 
othun and mtmMT• o ~rs o t e Galtbersbur1 o un- worth Methodist Church, with u.1 oal'.btnll\lrl Lions 

teer Fire Department. Wll.I a burial In Forest Oak Ceme- I ~mh 'W o~~lfl:n ~~.,\~~ 
member of the Montgomery tery, GaJtheraburg. Friends M1m11er ~wct:aru~.; 
Rmorlcal Society, the Knlrhts may call at the home untU ~~~ar8Aur,111 10 11111:: 

o~ Pylh11s, Lions Club and had c.omorro"· mornlns. ~ ~~1'~CE~8ft f:mc:.~; 

J\lr. Severance Dead 
After a Long Illness 

Frank E. Severance or Gaith· 
crsburg died lasl Friday al lhe 
nl!e ot 88, after a long lllness. 

He was Honorary Chairman 
of the Board ot Citizens Build· 
Ing and Loan Associ91on. Mr. 
Severance was a Fou'?l'dlng Di· 
reetor who was elected Presi· 
oent In 1944 and Board Chair· 
man In 1952. 

He was a member o! Eps· 
worth MethodjsL Church, hav· 
inl: served as Trustee and Stew· 
ard. 

Long actvie In civic work, Mr. 
Severance was organizer and 
first President or the Galthers· 
burg Fire Department; a mem· 
ber of Gaithersburg Lions Cl'1b; 
Chief Alr·RaJd Warilen during 
World War ll; and Town Coun· 
cllman ot Gaithersburg tor eight 
years. • 
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Fr~ ... k Severance, 
Prominent Banl{er 

.\ t :he 1~:! -Ji :! l )fr. Se\·· 
erancc went 10 Ga1• "burg, 
where he •\'OrKP.tJ l bor>k· 
keeper tor the Ga1t11ersbur~ 
:\lilling and ~anuiacturmg 
Co. He later became assistant 
cashier of the First National . 
Bank of Gaithersburg, now a 1 

braneh of the Suburban Trust I 
Frank Bridwell Severance, 88, founder and active Co. · 

executive until two months ago of the Citizens· Building His civic work In Galthers· i 
and Loan Association of Montgomery County died in burg included e!ght years .on 1 

. . • the Town Counctl and service : 
Gaithersburg Fnday af'•1r a long illness. : as president of the volunteer l 

t Mr. Severance, acUve In fire depanm~nt, which he ! 
. civic as well as financial af· •helped orgaruze. He was a I 

life member of the Knights .

1 

fai.r3 in Montgomery County, of Pythias and of the Mont· 
was chairman emeritus of the gomery Historical Society. 
board of the Citizens Bulld1ng Mr. Severance served as 1 

and Loan Association. He bad chairman of the Red Cross I 
served actively as chairman of and Community Chest j 
the board untU 1961. He was a member of the 

He- had been a funding di· Epworth Methodist Church in I 
rector of the Association since Gaithersburg, where he had 
4le and. a .group of other Mont- taught the men's Bible class 1 
gomeO. County cltizena· had for 15 years. He was honor~ t 
founded It In 1929. lts member· steward of tbe church. I 
ship has grown to almost 20,- He wu married to the for· 
000 with assets of more than mer Blanche Fulks, who died I 

. $30 million in that Ume. In 1954. They had been mar· j l Mr. Severance, wbo lived ried for 56 years. j 
1 for more than 60 years at 202 H is survived by a son,. 
1 South Summit ave. In Gaith· t Frank A. F. Severance of New I 

I ersburg, was born In Wash· ; Canaan, Conn., and a daugh· . 
lngton on May 15, 1875. He ter, Katbeeyne 9. Porter of l 

I was educated in the public Gaithersliurs. 
schools here, and at the old °'' · : 

. Central High School. where 
· he was a cadet. He also 
studied at Spene& Business 
College here. 

• I I ""'"""'\ 1'- I • 

Severance, Native 
Of Gaithersburg, Dies 

FtuJcral services were held 
Monday, May 21, for Frank 
A. Severance, a native of 
Oaithersbura, wb4 died May 
18 in Kennett Square, Pa., 
after a long illness. He was 
74yeanold. 

Mr. Severance was the son 
ot the late Frank B. Sever· 
ance, who had been president 
of .atia:ml ~ and Loan 
and active in GaHhmbura 
civic affairs, and Blanche 
FuJb Severance, of one of 
Oaithenburg's oldest fami
lies. Mr. Severance was born 
May 26, 1904 at Turf Farm, 
Gaithersburg, which was 
rhen owned by the l.T. Fulks 
family. 

He graduated from Cen
Lral High School and went on 
to Harvard when he was 17, 
where he received three de· 
grec:s. in the I 920's, his bach· 
elor of arts, masters, and law 
degrees. 

Mr. Severance established 
his legal reputation in New 
York City as assistant disrrict 
attorney under District Al· 
torneys Dewey and Hogan, 
and later became a member 

of Lhe law firm Dunningron, 
Banhlow and Miller, where 
be became a specialist in anri-
trust cases. • 

His files and assistance 
helped produce a book. about 
New York crime called "The 
D.A.'s Man." Mr. Severance 
bad moved to Kamett Square 
shortly before his death from 
New Caanan, Conn:, where 
he was a civic leader for 
about .CO years, often supply
ina free legal assistance to the 
community. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Frances Vidal Severance, of 
Kenne« Square. a daughter, 
Sara Wells, of Ridge Wood, 
Conn., three sons, John, of 
Wallingford, Conn.; frank· 
lin, of Cos Cob, Conn.; and 
Renwick, 'lf Boston, Mass.; 
and a sister, Katheryne 
Severance Van Metre, South 
Frederick avenue, Gaitbers
biJrg. 

Services were at Kennett 
Square, Pa., where Mr. 
Severance was cremated. 
Burial ~ill take place in 
Gaithersburg in the family 
olot. 

~~~~~~~~-~i~r~~i~~~-r~~~r-------------- ---------------- -- - ----------
s:ATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM SURVEY NO. M: ..21-/.577 
History and Significance <continued>: SECTION 8 PAGE b 
202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

~~~;~~;~-~~~~~~~-~~-;~~~~-~~~~~~-;.~~~~--~-------------------~------
an c e (1978>. Sources not credited <1963>, and Frank A. F. Sever
Society Files • Montgomery County Historical 
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STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
History and Significance <continued>: 
202 s. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SECTION 8 PAGE 7 

l·f 'd.1 --/ 57, 

The Montgomery County Sentinel, September 30, 1898. Marriage of Rosa 
Blanche Fulks and Frank Severance. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
History and Significance (continued>: 
202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SURVEY NO. M: 
SECTION 8 PAGE 8 

M :d.t--IS-t ---------·----·------------------------------------------------------------
Marriage photograph of Rosa Blanche Fulks and Frank B. Severance 
(center> in parlour of Summit Hall. Attendants are Rose Crown and 
Oscar Fulks. Rev. Naylor stands behind the wedding party. Photo 
courtesy of Betty Jean Jacobs • 
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GAITHERSBURG HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 

ADDRESS 202 S. SUMMIT AVENUE 
county: Montgomery 
Gaithersburg 

MHT # - M: 21-158 SURVEY # 060 
LOT - , BLOCK -

LIBER -, FOLIO -

OWNER: Church of the Ascension 
ADDRESS: same 
CITY: same 

STYLE: Colonial revival DATE BUILT: c .1900 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
STRUCTURAL SYSTEM: 

FOUNDATION: brick 
WALL STRUCTURE: Balloon 
WALL COVERING: novelty siding 

ROOF CONSTRUCTION: 
ROOF STRUCTURE: Wood Truss 
ROOF COVERING: pressed tin, patterned 
ROOF STYLE: modified hip 
EAVES: boxed cornice 
CHIMNEYS: three 

APPENDAGES: 
ADDITIONS: 1 eft 
ELLS: -
PORCHES: front 

SUPPORTS: turned posts 
OUTBUILDINGS: -

STORIES: 2 1/2 BAYS: 3 x 2 

WINDOWS: 
TYPE: d.h.s. 
LIGHTS: 1/1 
BAY WINDOWS: right/left 
SIDE BY SIDES: small 1/1 
GAB LE TYPES: -

PRESENT USE: parsonage 
ORIGINAL USE: residence 

BUILDER: unknown 

PHYS. COND: fair 

APPROX DIMENSION: 37 x -

THREAT: zoning SURROUNDINGS: residential/buff er 



_.._ DESCRIPTION: Typical Gaithersburge-style Colonial revival with bay windows 
' , on both left and right elevations. 

Recorded by: 
P. Patula/C. MacFarland 
November 20, 1982 
Historic Inventory Task Force 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Architectural Description (continued>: 
202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SURVEY NO. M: 'J./~/~ 
SECTION 7 PAGE 2 

Location Map. Redi Montoomery County Tax Map FT 561, 1990 

C~. Inc. 

Plot 15116 

N220 

p 371 

Bd. of Ed. 

1018/237 

40.40 Ac. 

P640 

"'205 

p 229 

Martin's Addition 

of Gaither: 

2502/9 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Architectural Description <continued): 
202 S. Summit Avenue: The Severance House 

SUKVEY NlJ. M: 
SECTION 7 PAGE 3 

Aerial view. Redi ~ Estate Atlas of Montgomery Countv. MD. 
March 1983 Photo. Map FT 561, 9th District, Plate 67. ~ 
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