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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes~ 
no 

Property Name: Grace United Methodist Church Inventory Number: _M_: _2_1-_1_6_4 ____ _ 

Address: 1 Walker Avenue City: Gaithersburg Zip Code: _____ _ 

County: Montgomery USGS Topographic Map: ---------------

Owner: --------------------- Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ----- Tax Map Number: ___ _ Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no __ yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? __ yes no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible ~yes no 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G None 

~· Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Grace United Methodist Church is significant primarily for its architectural distinction as an example of typical late 19th 
century and early 20th century architectural eclecticism, embodied in the combination of brick and shingles for exterior walls, 
semi-circular arched window openings, open design of the top of the entrance tower and the use of slate tile roofmg. The 
building also demonstrates the influence on architectural taste of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. It is oflocal historical 
significance as the physical manifestation of later 19th century expansion of the congregation, established in 1867. 

Prepared by: Date Prepared: 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _x_A __ B _x_c __ D Considerations: A __ B __ C __ D __ E F G None 

MHT Comments 
The Grace United Methodist Church was federally determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services 

Carol D. Shull 

Reviewer, NR Program 

Date 

November 05, 1979 

Date 



M: 21 "'164 

ACHS SUMJ.VIARY FOfu'Vl 

1. Name Grace Church 

~. Planning Area/Site Number 21/2 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 15' 
L-2 

4. Address Frederick and Walker Avenues, Gaithersburg 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition.___N~A=-~~~~~~-
Status occupied 
Accessible yes: restricted 
Present use religious 
Previous Survey Recording 
(Title· and date : Inventory 

6. Date 1905 

8. Apparent Condition 

b. altered 

M-NCPPC Federal~_State_!._CountyJL_Local~ 

of Hi.storical Sites - 1976 ) 
1. Original Owner: Gaithersburg 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

C original site 
·~~~-----~----~~----~ 

9. Description: This Richardsonian Romanesque, shingle style church, is eight 
~ bays by five bays, two and a half stories, facing south. Built on rough 

faced undressed ashlar blocks., the first level is constructed of stretcher 
bonded red brickand the gable ends have brown stained shingles. A white 
molded wooden string course divides the two sections. On the south elevation 
there is a massive three story tower~ At the first level there is a 
romanesque arch. At the second level there are one over one double hung 
stained glass windows-·like those throughout the church. At the third level 
there are open arches and balconies on all four sides. The tower has a 
pyramidal roof with slate shingles. There are two light part stained glass 
Windows on the south and west elevations. The ,church has intersecting gable 
roofs with slate shingles. · 

10. Significance: Grace Church is a important religious, community and architec­
t.ural landmark for Gaithersburg, serving as a visual anchor for the towns cape. 
The Gaithersburg Methodist Episcopal Church South congregation has been 
established in the Gaithersburg area: since just after the Civil War. A 
frame one-room church called Forest Oak Church had be.en constructed in 1867 
but by 1900 could no longer meet ·the needs of the growing congregation. 
After land wa_s donated for a new church, the building committee selected 
plans for an architect and ·chose a contractor. For the corners tone laying 
ceremonies in 1905 all the stores in Gaithersburg closed and the Governor 
of Maryland arrived on the morning train to be the chief orator. Windows, 
the church furniture and bell were donated by the congregation. 

-p._. Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 -- Mark Walston 
Candy Reed. Architectural Description. . 

l~. Compiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 14. Designation 
Approval __ 

15. Acreage .825 acre 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 21/164 

Old Gaithersburg 
Historic District 

MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Grace Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

Grace United Methodist Church 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Frederick and Walker Avenues 
CITY. TOWN 

G!ithersburg _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Dc:LAssIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ..X0CCUPIED 

-*BUILDING(S) X.PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -.X:YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Trustees of GRace Churoh 
STREET & NUMBER 

Frederick and Walker Avenues 
CITY. TOWN 

GaithersbU!'P' _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS,ETc. Montgomery County Cou1"thouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rpckv;ille 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

.M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT KRELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 926-8688 

STATE , zip code 
~\'.Iar21 lancl 

Liber #: 180 
Folio #: 51 

STATE 

<,.~:o·'-----~l-9""-4-7-"'6'--_____________ -_FE_D_E_RA_L_X_s_T_AT_E_x ___ c_o_u_N_TY ___ Lo_c_A_L ------
DEPOSITORY FOR 

- SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's Office 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Maryland 2085'5 



B DESCRIPTION 

X..EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

JLoRIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This Richardsonian Romanesque Shingle Style Church is eight bays by 
five bays, two and a half stories, and faces south. 

Built on rough faced undressed ashlar block foundations, the first 
level is constructed of stretcher bonded red pressed brick; the gable ends 
are brown-stained wooden shingles. A white molded wood string course '" 
divides the two sections. On the west elevation four poured concrete 
steps, flanked by wrought iron handrails lead to double wooden paneled , 
doors surmounted by a transom light. A modern brick addition on the north 
elevation provides space for classrooms and school activities. On the 
south elevation there is a massive three story tower. The first level 
is pressed red brick. Five granite steps lead to a Romanesque arch set 
in the base of the tower. Recessed within the arch are double wooden 
paneled doors surmounted by a stained glass tympanum window. The second 
level of the tower has brown-stained wooden shingles. On all four sides 
of this section of the tower there are one over one double hung stained 
glass windows set into round headed wooden arches. At the third level 
there are arched openings on all four sides, each with a shingled balcony 
supported by four shingled brackets. The tower is capped by a pyramidal 
roof with slate shingle covering. 

There are one over one double hung stained glass windows. On the 
south and west elevations there are large eight-part fixed stained glass 
windows set in Romanesque arches defined by brown shingles. The north 
window is now blocked by the north school addition. 

The church has intersecting, gable roofs with slate shingles. 
The south tower door opens into a rectangular entry way. Directly 

ahead of the front door is a doorway which leads into the (west) Sunday 
school room. This room may be separated from the main church room by 

~folding glass and wooden paneled doors. The main church faces east. 

Three aisles divide the seating into four sections of curved pews: the two 
center sections are nine rows each and the two flanking sections are 
seven and two rows. The carved communion rail bows out toward the 
congregation. The altar has carved on it the words "In Remembrance of Me"; 
north of the altar is the ornately carved podium. Behind the altar (east) 
are the organ, choir loft, and organ pipes. 

The church has a narrow hardwood floor. The walls have tongue and 
groove wainscotting and plaster over lath walls and ceilings. The 
structural members of the roof are exposed. There are three ornate 
wooden cross screens from which are suspended six-sided hanging lamps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



w.~1-1'~ 
The Rockville Methodist Episcopal Congreg~tion, established in 181+4, had 

•~If'i~Ar-AA Gaithersburg by the 1860s. Just after the Civil War, 
GAl'I~ the M.E. Church and the M. E. Church, South, (rival 

,,,--. congregations split over the issue of slavery) had 
each acquired property and constructed a church on the 

-· 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY ·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X.REUGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY ·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW -5CIENCE 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1800-1889 -ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ MILITARY -50CIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 -ART -ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

.!1900. _COMMUNICATIONS .-INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X.OTHER ISPECIFYI 

.-JNVENTldN Local His~ory 

SPECIFIC DATES 1905 BUILDER/ ARCH ITEC. T James L. Gardner 
Frederick Rd. By the turn of the 20th century, the 2 congregations had 
established mission churches on the Darnestown Rd . within a few miles of 
each other. The first Ga1ther9burg Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was 
constructed on property donated on November 27 1 1866 1 By El1jali 
Thomnson to "Nathan Cooke• Nathan .T, We.lker • Samuel Higgins• .James 
H, Claggett, ..,!chard Tlilles 1 Viahlon G, Tnompson, Samuel Briggs, Nathan 
Cooke, Jr , And William H, Cooke, trustees ," for the erection or building 
of a House of Worship for the society of 6hria tians oalled the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church, South 1 and for a burial ground or graveyard ," [l] 
The property was located on the north end•of town 1 "on the southside 
of the road lee.ding from Georgetown to Frederick City ," [2] By 
~1867, the congregation had erected a one room 1 frame structure, 

dedicated as Forest Oak Church , (Today 1 only the cemetery rema1ns 
from this early churoh,) Yet 1 by 1900 , the small church could 
no longer meet the growing needs of the community of worshippers 1 
and the Forest Oak members and officials responded to the demands 
for change by selecting a new site for a. larger church building, 

On September 7 1904, Carson Ward and his wife Carrie granted 
to the trustees "13~ square perches of 'Deer Park ', at the inter-
section of the road leading to the fArm of John W, Walker and the 
northeast side of Frederick Avenue 1 for the use of a place of 
di~ine worship ," [3] Almost immediately the building comm1ttee 1 
cha!r'ed by Rev, Thomas J , Lambert, adopted plans for the new ohuroh 
drawn up by a Baltimore architect, end be~an reoeiving bids from 
contractors , At the end of November 1 190 1, the bids were opened, and the 
contract was awarded to James L, Gardner 1 of Refuae, Virginia 1 who 
was the lowest bidder ~t $11 , 800, He signed a contract with the 
committee to complete construction or the new edifioe 1 exoept the in­
terior furnishings, within ten months from December, 1904 , [4] 

The corne?'stone for the building was 1 id on May 20 1 19051 amidst 
a .flurry of 1ooal exo1 tement , All the stores in Gai the rs burg closed 
promntly at 1 : 30 p , m,, only to ~eopen at ~ : 00 at the end of the 
ceremonies , Governor Warfield arrived on the 9 : 27 morning train, 
and was ohie"' orator at the exercises , The Pent alpha Lodge • lJo , 194 • 
A. F . and A. M. of Gaithersburg , along with M'&sons from \lashington 
and Baltimore Cities , assisted the Grand Master, Thomas J , Shyrock

1 of the State of ?1s.ryland • in the layinR: of the cornerstone 
1 

a 
(i.block of light granite presented by Mr , T, A , Sullivan of Washington 

u.C. [5] 1 

The completed ohuroh was dedicated on Sunday 1 December 10, 1905 , 
The dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev, J , c , Kilgo of 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(Continued on Attachment Sheet A) 



Attachment Sheet A 
Grace Church M: 21/164 

Old Gaithersburg 
Historic District 

Trinity College (now Duke), North Carolina , with s~eoial music 
~rendered bv a 60 vo!oe choir under the leadership of Prof, E, Wilson 

Talker , A oonten~orarv account described the new church thus: 

The new building is on the main street or the town , on 
a knoll , with its stee~le 70 feet high , making a landmark 
visible for rnruw mileG around , 

The churoh is 86 feet by 100 feet in size . divided 
into a main auditorium seating 400 ~eraons: Sunday- school room 
fo~ 300, a room for the ~rimary class and a room for 
library and for business meet!ngs of the ohurch effic!als, 
Folding doors are so arranged as on occasions to throw 
the rooms into onP lftrge auditorium oapnble of seating 
1,000 persons , The woodwork of' the interior is of 
cypress and ~ak , The chancel rail, which runs 30 feet 
~cross in front or the choir , is or aak , while the 
a t3r iR of o•r!)reaa , 

The build n !s heated by stee...~ and lighted by an 
aeet line pl nt: tho pew3 nre in semi- circular rows 
and a.re o" o k , One large window in front is memorial 
to 1~r , J , O, Trundle and his son , R, Dorsey Trundle : 
the opposite window is a testireoninl of grntitude te 
the p ster er his faithful labors during the erection 
o the church, nd w s presented bv the ladies of the 
con~"e~~t~on , A thi~d 1~~~n w~ndow w~~ ~r~s~ntecl by 
:r, Nathan ·J. Walker, of the Sunday School, of which he has 

been ""nr 30·.1yea!"e euper"!.n tenclent , In the :-~ar of the chnnoel 
are memorial windows to Re,, , E. H. Henr::1 and Rev , il . A. 
~eDenald , former pnstors of th charge , There are also 
simil l" memorial uindows to Mr , Zachariah Brim~s and I1r , 
1 lrn , D, Hughes , A fine asernbly bell, costing $1100 , 
waa presented by the young ladies of Gaithersburg , The 
bell is being r>laced in the belfr!' of the steeple, The 
pulpit furniture is also gift of the ladies , [6] 

In 1917 , the old orr;an brou("ht "rom the Forest Oak Churoh was replaced 
with a 1ollel"' pipe organ , A ba .. ement was excavated in 1919 , and several 
• es.rs 1 ter Owen Hall waa established "to answer the need for a large 
fellowship and rnultir:>urr>ose room , dining room, and kitchen~r7Jin 1946 , 
c r~11on bells ~ere inst lled to honor those who served in World liar II , 

NOTES 
" l , Deed EBP 3/303 , rfontgornery Count!' Land Records 

2 , ibid,, lno, cit , 
3, IJeea 18tr7;'1 ,-o'ntgomer County Land R~cords 
11 , Montgomery County Sentinel, December 2 1 190~ 
5, ~ontgomery Ceuntv S'entiael, Ma~, 19 , 1905 
6 , Montgomery County 'mrnt!nef, December 15 1 1905 
7, Montgomery County sentinel, November 2 , 1967 

-



l.iMAJOR lUBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Montgo:n.erj1 County umd Records 
Md:~tgomery County Sentinel 1 De.c, 2, 1904 

Mew 19 1 1905 
Dec, 15 i 1905 
Nov. 2, 1967 

Charter Centennial Policy Commission, Gaithersburg: .T.h~e~H~e~a~r~t....._.o.f~l-~o.n.t.g~o~m~e~r~y~ 
CONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSMlCounty, (City of Gaithersburg. 1978), 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY 132 perches (0,825 acre) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OV_ERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Mark Walston 
Candy Ret?d-Architectura:l D~p!~ 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Su~arloaf Re~ional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHON'E 

Box 87, Stronahold 926-4510 
STATE CITY OR TOWN 

p1ekerson1~.-------------------------~----~----..-r~1a~r~y......,,l~aMn.d..__ ______________ _ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 

·. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FOR.i.~ 

for the 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

I COWAON: 

Grace United Methodist Church 

IV{ #21- 164 

I ---------~-~-~~ 
~ ..-NO/O'R HlSTORtC~ 

Grace Methodist Church (South} 
~-L-'3C.;\~-· -. -.-'-·"··.· ...... ·· .... ·' ~"'""'~~""'""-~;.;..;.~.:......;.:__'"'"'-'""-~~-'-'-"-.:..--...... -.:."--""'""""""'~"--'-"--~-'-"-=-"-~....-~.....,"""'"""""""'I 

t STREET AN:::i- NUMBE.t=h 

I 
I 

j C~TY OR TOWN: 

t 

1 Walker Avenue 

Gaithersburg 

i FATE Maryland lcou•nv~ontgomery I 
r-~j-----~.-. --~ ....... -.-.. ""' ..... -.-.. ~~_,.....,_.,..,,,._.._...,~---....._----...._~....,,-,..-~,,,.,.,..-.,~~~._....,.,,,..,,.,.....,..,_,,_,,..,.~..,..,,.,,,,.,...,....,,.,,,i 
[3- CLA:SSlFlCATiO!i' . " ..... < 

V'I ! CATEGORY 
f (Ch1'=k One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS I 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

I-

\..} 

::.'.> 

~~ 

''-'.-. 

~-

z f<t; 

10 Di •triet }4 Building 0 Pubiic: Public Acqui •ition: 

n :5it1t CJ Struchmo • Privet• 0 In Proc,.s:i 
L..J 

0 Objec:t CJ Both 0 B"in11 Considarod 

lPl'!ESEN T USE (Ch,,ck On" or Mor" as Appropriate) 

! 0 A;iri:ulturof 0 Go'>',,.rnm,.nt 0 Pode I 0 Comm&rciol 0 lndustriol O ?rivote Reooi-:!•nce 

I 0 Educotionol 0 Military ... Religious 

i 0 Enl&H'!inm.,nt 0 Museum 0 Scientific 
;.;. •.. ·.:···-: 

:~.>::=:··~.;:;--::::< .. :·.::. 

fi. Occupied Yes: 

D Unoccupied JI. Roatricted 

0 P'reservotion work 0 U1mutrict0td 

in progross 0 No 

0 Tronsportotion 0 Comm•nta 

0 Oth•r (Specify) 

Trustees of Grace United Methodist Church 
UJ STREll:T AND NUMBER: 

1JJ 1 Walker Avenue 
1c1 ,.., oR TowN: lsTATEM_.,aryland 
j .. Gaithe""'r...,,,,.~"'"'bc;:u:;;;r;."';g':!r··;:::\·:;;;· ·';:;'.· ·~7"'0~~~77"~~±-~~ttmt;:-~Ef#~~~~~~~~r.::d t•S'~;c· .. t..ocAr10N·or'•••.4~~u.~~·~c::~1e·tf p-µ.·•·? H•·•t· >•>?·,···· ·•••···· t···· ·=····· •••• , ..• ····•··········•·· .=••'·.t:••• it •\Ft:> ··········•·,·•·'><:. .. :·; {'': .. :!:•,•·.:: ....... ··•·····••• ?Wt\::¥~: 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRV CF Oa'.EOS. ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
lsTREET ANO NUMBER: 

! 
!C!TY OR TOWN: 'STATE I 
h>m Rockville Marvland 

'."".... it le .. Re.f erenc~ ()f Cl1rr~Hl~ Deed {Book & Pa. :t=) : 
fi.> ,R~?.~~:S~~fr.A. P0H.•.J~,E:xis1'.:.!i:id:s4RY~Y$f •f •' > "- . . ......... <· \.·:·.( .. •••.'.· /<.····'.:' .. ,. ......• •,:..••:}•x: ................. , ... :: m··.,.: .. •·•·•·:;:..::·*··'·'·"·•> ·. {.~-,..-~--,~-...._._.,....._..__ ....................... ~ ................ ~""""---........ ""'"" ...... ""'"'""""'~= ........ ·~-----~· ·.._;:. ;;;:·.:·· -:···:::::::::-:.::- ;::.::::::::.·:··-:·:- .. ·.· -··-: .. :·-:· :: :::::~:;:}:::::~t:;:;:i '!! 

f

1i'ITL£.<?;:t SUXVEY: 

N0no 

!oATa OF SURV'ZY: 0 Fedarol 0 Stat• 0 County O Locol 
ll:>ii:POSiTORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

I 

ls«RES:T ANO NUM!!IER: 

r TOWNO lm;o, ·-----'~----
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(Chack One) . . . -, 

l 0 Excell,.nt J;l(' Goe<! [] Fair 0 D<thrioro!"d 0 R,,;,,,,. 0 ·U""''l''-'""d I 
CONDI TIO:_[, . -··----(Ch,.ck One) 

. ti( Alter .. d 0 Unolt«r"'d · 

DESC~HE PRESEN°T>~o ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

(Ch<td< On9) 

0 Moved Original Siht 

The church is a brick structure with a forward-facing 

gable roof and a corner entrance tower. The gable is 

shingled. The facade has a large, semi-circular arched 
;.: 
,...,~ 

window and flanking square-headed windows. The tower is 

shingled above the porch; it has a four story elevation 

p 

I 
with an open bell cote; the tower roof is a bell hipa A 

wing extends to the north; it is A-roofed and has three 

square-headed windows on the facade. The end wall of the 

VJ I m 
m 

wing is identical to the facade. 
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PERIOD (Ch&c1r One or More a11 Appropr/at,.) 

- ., ::olumbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

S?ECfFIC DA"(E!S} (!fAppllcsb11' ~nd'Known) L~u~ tdatestone) 
AREAS OP SIGNIFICANCE (CIH•Ck On" or ?!loo;, am Ap}J1'0priat") 

Abor iginol 0 Educoti on 0 Politi col 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi-
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·o Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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jl!K 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 
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I LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES I l LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDE COOROIN•TES 

, DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ()II DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC (

DATE 

24 Jul 74 
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8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TO'NN: STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1 Wa Avenue 

Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, 
.825 Acre 

M: 21-164 

This Richardsonian Romanesque s e church is an architectural 
landmark Gaithersburg, as well as an irnporttmt religious 
corm:;iunity center. It is constructed in an L plan, 2 1/2 stories 
in height. Resting on a rough faced ashlar foundat , 
story is constructed·of stretcher bond brick; w:L browns 
shingles above. The steeply pitched gable roof is clad in 

A massive three (3) story entrance tower rises from crux 
of the L. Five (5) granite steps to double paneled doors 
surmounted by a stained glass tympanum window in the brick base 
of the tower. On the second level, the tower shingled, and 
each side has a tall double hung stained glass 'Window set in 
round-headed opening. There are wide arched openings on 
of the third level, with projecting balconies supported by 
brackets. A modillioned cornice sets off the tall pyraraidal roof, 

To the left 0~est) of the tower three (3) evenly spac le 
stained glass wi.ndo•,vs are ranged across the facade, while on the 
rio~t · fac gable contains a e central stained g s 
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winaow·set in a rounded opening, flanked by double hung s 
glass windows. The west gable has identical fenestration. 
is a modern addi~ion to the rear (north). 

The Gaithersbur£; Methodist Episconal South c:ongregat 
has been established.since iust after ~he Civil War. The ~rame, 
one-ro0171 church constructed~ in 1867 to serve this congregation had 
become inadequate by 1900, and land for a new building was 
donated in 1904. Construction began in December, 190lJ., and 
cornerstone was laid the follm,,•ing May. Then-Governor War eld 
was chief orator at the ceremony. church was dedicaced 
December, 1905. 
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