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M: 21"'164
ACHS SUMMARY FORM

_ 1. Name Grace Church

2. Planning Area/Site Number 21/2 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 15 .
: L-2
I, Address Frederick and Walker Avenues, Gaithersburg

5. Classification Summary

Category building
Ownership private

Public Acquisition__ NA
Status occupied
Accessible yess restricted

Present use rellglous .
Previous Survey Recording  M=NCPPC E@deral State J(County}( Tocal ___

(Title and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 )

6. Date 1905 : 7. Original Owner : Gaithersburg
' ’ Methodist Eplscopal Church, South

8. Apparent Condition

a. excellent : v e, original site

b. altered

9. Description: This Richardsonian Romanesque, shingle style church, is eight
7~ bays by five bays, two and a half stories, facing south. DBuilt on rough

faced undressed ashlar blocksy the first level is constructed of stretcher
bonded red brickand the gable ends have brown stained shingles. A white
molded wooden string course divides the two sections. On the south elevation
there is a massive three story tower. At the first level there is a
romanesque arch. At the second level there are one over one double hung
stained glass windows=--like those throughout the church. At the third level
there are open arches and balconies on all four sides. The tower has a ;
pyramidal roof with slate shingles, There are two light part stained glass

+ windows on the south and west elevatlons. The,church~has»intersecting gable
roof's with slate shingles. : ,

10, Significance: Grace Church is a 1mportant religious, community and architec-
- tural landmark for Gaithersburg, serving as a visual anchor for the townscape.
The Gaithersburg Methodist Eplscopal Church South congregation has been
established in the Gaithersburg area since just after the Civil War. A
frame one=-room church called Forest Oak Church had been constructed in 1867
~ but by 1900 could no longer meet the needs of the growing congregation, ‘
_After land was donated for a new church, the building committee selected
plans for an architect and chose a contractor. For. the cornerstone. laying -
, " ‘ceremonies in 1905 all the stores in Gaithersburg closed and the Governor
; of Maryland arrived on the morning train to be the chief orator. Windows,
: the church furnlture and bell were donated by the congregatlon. :

‘1. Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 -=- Mark Walston

L v . cmdy Reed - Architectural Description. .
lz. Compiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 14, Designation

‘ ‘ | ' ' Approval__

i 15. Acreage .825 acre
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M: 21/164
0l1d Gaithersbhurg
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MAGI#
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AND/OR COMMON-
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT _ —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED Z_ORIGINAL SITE
~—GO0D —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This Richardsonian Romanesque Shingle Style Church 1s eight bays by

five bays, two and a half stories, and faces south.
Built on rough faced undressed ashlar block foundations, the first

level is constructed of stretcher bonded red pressed brick; the gable ends

are brown-stained wooden shingles. A white molded wood strlng course
divides the two sections. On the west elevation four poured concrete
steps, flanked by wrought iron handrails lead to double wooden paneled

T

doors surmounted by a transom light. A modern brick addition on the north

elevation provides space for classrooms and school activities. On the
south elevation there is a massive three story tower. The first level
is pressed red brick. Five granite steps lead to a Romanesque arch set
in the base of the tower. Recessed within the arch are double wooden

paneled doors surmounted by a stained glass tympanum window. The second
level of the tower has brown-stained wooden shingles. On all four sides

of this section of the tower there are one over one double hung stained
glass windows set into round headed wooden arches. At the third level

there are arched openings on all four sides, each with a shingled balcony

supported by four shingled brackets. The tower is capped by a pyramidal

roof with slate shingle covering.
There are one over one double hung stained glass windows. On the

south and west elevations there are large eight-part fixed stained glass~

windows set in Romanesque arches defined by brown shingles. The north
window is now blocked by the north school addition.

The church has intersecting, gable roofs with slate shingles.

The south tower door opens into a rectangular entry way. Directly
ahead of the front door is a doorway which leads into the (west) Sunday
school room. This room may be separated from the main church room by
V/foldlng glass and wooden paneled doors. The main church faces east.

Three aisles divide the seating into four sections of curved pews: the two

center sections are nine rows each and the two flanking sections are
seven and two rows. The carved communion rail bows out toward the

congregation., The altar has carved on 1t the words "In Remembrance of Me"
north of the altar is the ornately carved podium. Behind the altar (east)

are the organ, choir loft, and organ pipes.

The church has a narrow hardwood floor. The walls have tongue and
groove wainscotting and plaster over lath walls and ceilings. The
structural members of the roof are exposed. There are three ornate
wooden cross screens from which are suspended six-sided hanging lamps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

i
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The Rockville Methodist Episcopal Congregation, established in 1844, had
xtel (fm G;aithggsburg by the 1860s. '.T%st after the cun’wg,
' the M.E. Church and the M,E. Church, South, (rival
congregations split over the issue of slavery) had

o~
' each acquired property and constructed a church on the
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE KHELIGION
—1400-1498 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION - — _ : —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 — AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS - ' _UTERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION  * —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700:1798  _ART __ENGINEERING —Mmusic —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
%1900 —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)
_INVENTION Local History
SPECIFIC DATES 1905 BUILDER/ARCHITECT James L, Gardner

Frederick Rd., By the turn of the 20th century, the 2 congregations had
established mission churches on the Darnestown Rd. within a few miles of
each other. The first Gaithersburg Methodist Episcgpal Church, South, was
constructed on property denated on November 27, 1866, By Elijan
Thempsen te "Nathan Cooke, Nathan J, Walker, Samuel ﬁiggins, James
Hy Claggett, Richard Milles, Mahlon G, Thompson, Semuel Briggs, Nathan
Cooke, Jr, &nd William H, Cooke, trustees,,,for the erection or building
of a ﬁouae of Worship for the soclety of Bhristians called the Methe
odist Episcopal Church, South, and for a burial ground or graveyerd," [1]
The property was loocated en the nerth end 'of town, "on the southslde
of the read leading frem Georgetown to Frederick &ity.“ [2] By
~1867, the congregation had erected a one room, frame structure
ldedicated as Forest Oak Church, (Today, only éhe cemetery remains
“from this early chureh,) Yet, by 1900, the small church could
no longer meet the growing needs of the communlty of worshippers,
and the Torest Oak members and offlcilals responded to the demands
for change by selecting a new site for a larger church building,
On September 7, 1904, Carson Ward and his wife Carrie granted
te the trustees "135 square perches of 'Deer Park', at the interw
section of the road leading to the farm of John W, Walker and the
northeast side of Frederlck Avenue, for the use of a place of
divine worship,” [3] Almest 1mmad£ately-the building committee,
chared by Rev, Thomas J, Lambert, adopted plans for the new churech
drawn up by a Baltimere architeoe, and begnn receiving bids from
contractors, At the end of November, 1904, the bids were opened, and the
contract was awarded te James L, Gardner, of Refuse, Virginia, who
was the lewest bidder at $11,800, He signed a contract with the
committee to complete constructien of the new edifice, except the in=
terior furnishings, within ten months from December, igou. 4]
The cornerstone for the bullding was l:21d en May 20, 1905, amidst
a Tlurry of lecal excitement, All the stores in Gailthersburg o.’loned
promptly at 1:30 p,m,, only to peopen at 4:00 at the end of the
ceremonies, Governor Warfleld arrived on the 9:27 morning train,
and was chief orator at the exercises, The Pentalpha Lodge, No, 194,
A.F, and A,M, of Galthersburg, aleng with Masons frem Washington
end Baltimere Cities auaiate& the Grand Master, Thomas J, Shyrock,
of the State of Maryiand, in the lapying of the cornerstone, a
’"318°k£§§ light granite presented by Mr, T, A, Sullivan of Washington,
-L'. Ll
The completed churech was dedicated on Sunday, December 10, 1905,
The dedicatery sermen was preached by Rev, J, C, Kilge of

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
(Continued on Attachment Sheet A)
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Attachmen B M: 21/164

Grace Church 0ld Gaithersburg
Historic District

Trinity Cellege (new Duke), Nerth Carelina, with special musiec

w—rendered by a 60 velee choir under the leadership eof Prof, E, Wilsen

’

-

Jalker, A contemperary account deseribed the new churech thus:

The new bullding 1s en the main street of the town, on
a knell, with 1ts steeple 70 feet high, making a landmark
visible fer many miles around,

The church is 86 feet by 100 feet.in size, divided
inte a main auditerium seating 400 persons: Sundayeschool room
fer 300, a reem for the nrimary class and a room for
library and fer business meetings of the churech officlals,
Felding deers are so arranged as on cocasiens to throw
the reems inte ene larpe auditorium capable of seating
1,000 persens, .The weedwerk eof the interior is eof
eypress and eak, The chancel rail, whieh runs 30 feet
acress in frent of the chelr, is of aak, while the
altar 18 of aynress,

The huilding is heated by steam and lighted by an
acetyline plant: the pews are in semiecircular rows
and are of oak, One large windew in frent is a memerial
te Mr, J,0, Trundle and his sen, R, Dorsey Trundle:
the eppesite windew is a testimenial of gratitude te
the paster fer his faithful labers during the erectien
ef the church, and was presented by the ladies of the
congregation, A third large window was presented by
!r, Nathan J. Walker, of the Sunday School, of which he has
been fap 30nyears superintendent, In the pear of the chancel
are memerial windews te Rev, E.H, Henry and Rev, W. A,
MeDenald, fermer pasters ef the charge, There are also
similar memerial windews te Mr, Zaochariah Briggs and Mr,
Wm, D, Hughes, A fine assembly bell, costing 3400,
was presented by the young ladies of Galthersburg, The
bell i1s being placed in the belfry of the steeple, The
pulpit furniture 1s alse a gift of the ladies, [6]

In 1917, the eld ergan breught frem the Forest Oak Church was replaced
with a Meller pipe ergan, A basement was excavated in 1919, and several
years later Owen Hall was established "to answer the need for a large
fellowship and multipurpese reom, dining roem, and kitehen{[7]In 19%6
carillen bells were installed te henor those whe served in World War fI.

NOTES

T, Deed EBP 3/303, Mentzemery County Land Records
2y ibid,, lee, cit,

3, Deed 180751, TMentgomery Ceunty Land Récords

4, Mentgemery County Sentinel, December 2, 1904
5. Mentgemery Ceunty Sentimmer, May 19, 1905

6, Mentgomery County Sentinel, December 15, 1905
7. Mentgemerv Ceunty Sentinel, Nevember 2, 1967
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FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 132 perches (0 . 825 acre )

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ’ COUNTY N

STATE COUNTY

EElFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE ’ Condy Reed - Architectural Descriptiod

Mark Walston

ORGANIZATION ’ DATE

Sugarleoaf Reglonal Traills 1
STREET & NUMBER ' TELEPHONE d
Box 87, Strongheld 026ml4510

CITY OR TOWN i STATE

Diekensenii. : Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the .
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. ‘

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust o
' The Shaw House, 21 State Circle s
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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(Cheack One)
] Excellent . ﬁcac«f 1 Fair [ Detariorcted  ~ [] Ruins [ Unoxsozad
CONDITION (Chock Ons) , (Check Ons)
. ﬂ Alterad ] Unaltered - : ] Moved B Original Site”,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church is a brick structure with a forward—facing'
gable roof and a corner entrance tower. The gable is

shingled. The facade has a large, semi-circular arched

window and flanking square-headed windows. The tower is
shingled above the porch; it has a four story elevation
with an open bell cote; the tower roof is a bell hip. A

wing extends to the north; it is A-roofed and has three

339

square-headed windows on the facade. The end wall of the

wing is identical to the facade.
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M: 21-164
GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHUR(
1

Walker Avenue
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland
.825 Acre

This Richardsonian Romanesque style church is an architectural
landmark in Gaithersburg, as well as an important religious and
community center. It is constructed in an L plan, 2 1/2 stories
in height. Resting on a rough faced ashlar foundation, the first
story is constructed of stretcher bond brick, with brown stained
shingles above. The steeply pitched gable roof is clad in slate.

A massive three (3) story entrance tower rises from the crux
of the L. Five (5) granite steps lead to double paneled doors
surmounted by a stained glass tympanum window in the brick base
of the tower. On the second level, the tower is shingled, and
each side has a tall double hung stained glass wiadow set in a
round~headed opening. There are wide arched o ings on All sides
of the third level, with projecting balconies ouoportbd by heavy
brackets. A modlllloned cornice sets off the tall pyramLaal roof,

To the left (west) of the tower three (3) evenly spaced double hung

stained glass windows are ranged across the facade, while on the
right, facing gable contains a large central stained glass
window g in a rounded opening, flanked by double hung stained
glass windows. The west gable has identical fenestration. There
is a moder addivion to the rear (north)
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The Gaithersburg Methodist Episcopal ?? ch South congregation
has been established since just after the Civil War. The frame
one-room church constructed in 1867 to serve this congregati

o
l':.-
become inadeguate by 1900, and land for a mnew bulldxnw was
a

donated in 1904. Construction began in December, L@Wﬂ ﬂd the
cornerstone was laid the LOll“hlng May. Then- Govern@r Warfield
was chief orator at the ceremony. The church was ded ted in

December, 1905,
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